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He Ho update
Despite all the terrible things happening, the following comments have been made…
…Amazingly the birds are still breeding… Bruce Quin and Sharon Ryeland were given permission to
return to Tonimbuk on Sunday afternoon to provide supplementary food – they found 48 Helmeted
Honeyeaters - about what they had been seeing per visit for the past weeks. One female was
incubating her clutch as if nothing had happened…
..No occupied habitat has been lost at Tonimbuk. The main fire passed to the east of the release area,
pushed away by the north-west gales.
…On Sunday morning, Healesville Sanctuary was under threat of fire and so it was decided to
implement their fire response plan. Karina and other Sanctuary staff with the help of Bruce and
Sharon, caught up all 60 birds in a 4 hour effort and they have been taken to temporary
accommodation at Melbourne Zoo and Werribee Zoo, along with Orange-bellied Parrots, Mountain
Pygmy Possums and Tassie Devils. Luckily, Healesville Sanctuary and the Coranderrk have been
spared…
Wonderful news!
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New Members

CONTACTS
PATRON
Professor David de Kretser AC
Governor of Victoria
POSTAL ADDRESS
PO. Box 131,
Woori Yallock. Vic. 3139
WEBSITE
http://www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/
YELLINGBO OFFICE
5964 8341
Email: heho1@optusnet.com.au
PRESIDENT
Robert Anderson

5964 8341

COORDINATORS & MEMBERSHIP
Sue & Bruce Tardif
5964 8341
WORKS
Richard Case

9720 4062

SECRETARY
Richard Connor

5964 8341

PUBLIC OFFICER
Murray Stewart

5964 8341

TREASURER
Ray Turnley

5964 8341

The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater would like to welcome to the
group our new members:
K. & S. Poulter – Coldstream, S. Leggo – Upwey, J. & L. Braddock Oakleigh East and R. Traher - Healesville Sanctuary
Thank you to the Shire of Yarra Ranges for their assistance with
postage.
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Donations Thank you for your support.

NURSERY MANAGER
Michelle Faram

5964 8341

K. & S. Poulter, M. Caruana, A. Ridley, P. Brotchie, C. Woodford,
D. Atkinson, F. Dean, M. & A. Kerr, L. Stowell & family , R. Walkley
and Anonymous

YNCR RANGER
Mick Kealy

5954 4016

Used stamp and cork donations

SCIENTIFIC ADVISER
Bruce Quin
5954 4010

R.Walkley and Anonymous

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Margo Craddock
5964 8341
Sharon Ryeland
5964 8341
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Sandra Turnley
5964 8341
Email: hehoherald@bigpond.com

Page 2

A View from the Swamp

editorial comment

Black Saturday has affected us all on many levels. The tragedy of so many lives lost, homes destroyed
or damaged, animals killed or injured, the tireless efforts of fire fighters and the generosity of so many
to aid and support those who lost everything.
In the midst of it all that night, many thoughts passed through my mind. Concern for my family with
me, neighbours and friends in my community and beyond. Relief on hearing my next door neighbour’s
‘cooee’ from her house after the worst had passed.
And great sadness as the full extent of the tragedy was known.
A time of refection on what did and could have happened.
Our thoughts are with each and every one of you affected by the bushfires.
Sandra
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Revegetation activities are held at differing locations around the Yellingbo Reserve and area. Activities may
include tree planting, seed collecting or works around the nursery or reserve. Meet at the Yellingbo Ranger’s
House, 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo (Melways Map 305 Ref. G11) at 10am. BYO Lunch. Most
equipment is supplied. For further information call Richard Case on 9720 4062.
Nursery activities days are held at the Rangers House (see above). They run between 10am and 12pm,
followed by (BYO) lunch. Work mainly involves the potting up of young seedlings. For further information
contact our Nursery Manager, Michelle Faram on 5964 8341
Nursery hours are the same throughout Summer on Tuesday and Thursday. There will be no Saturday sales
from January until April. The Nursery is closed on all public holidays.
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The President’s report

by Robert Anderson

th

Saturday, 7 February
This date is firmly etched into our visual memories. Record temperatures and record dry weather did
not prepare us for the disaster that was about to happen on this day.
At the time of writing fires are still being fought, communities are grieving and the most positive
aspects of the human spirit are evident.
If we could only have to account for natural causes of bushfire, the work to control them would be so
much easier.
Terrible losses of life, assets destroyed and so many people living in a state of confusion have pushed
us to rethink our lifestyles.
The assistance provided by volunteers and the generosity of donors speak volumes for the care and
love given so freely by our fellows.
Yellingbo PV Ranger Miles Stewart-Howie and his family are safe, but his rental property at
Marysville has gone and so has his new home at Buxton.
In the work to control the fires in the Bunyip State Park there has been some good news. The thriving
release population of Helmeted Honeyeaters at Tonimbuk are at present safe. The breeding season has
been spectacular and the number of birds on site is encouraging. Bless their little hearts there are still
two active Helmeted Honeyeater nests despite the raging fires.
The Friends acknowledge the dedication of Bruce Quin, DSE Field Ornithologist, who has been at
Tonimbuk many times for feeding and observation duties and has been busy with ferrying birds to
Healesville Sanctuary.
Other wild life has not fared as well. As I type, the Veterinary Staff at Healesville Sanctuary are so
busy treating injured animals, with the knowledge that there are many more animals to be brought in
to the Sanctuary Hospital.
Australia Day
The Australia Day weekend was a good one for the Friends to inform more people about our work.
Kuranga Native Nursery allowed us to arrange a display of art work, and photographs of Yellingbo, A
Special Place and Hilton Hunts for a Home. Yellingbo PS children had art work illustrating our
wonderful wild life.
The interest shown by the public was very good and we will arrange a display for the Australia Day
weekend in 2010. Put the date in your diaries if you wish to volunteer as a helper for that weekend.
Members’ Day
I hope that you can attend the Members’ Day at Yellingbo on Sunday, March 22.
Senior Healesville Sanctuary Veterinary Surgeon, Rupert Baker, will be the guest speaker. His topic
is: The Helmeted Honeyeater from a Vet’s Perspective
Details are further in the Newsletter.
20th birthday celebrations
The Committee hopes that you are available to attend the 20th birthday celebrations. Your newsletter
has an invitation to attend. Please RSP for catering purposes. If you are able to assist prior or on the
actual day, please contact us on 59648341 or at heho1@optus.com.au

Nursery News

by Michelle Faram

There have been many Nursery days cancelled recently because of Fire Ban days. A report will be
presented next Newsletter. Keep up the excellent work everyone. We couldn’t do without you all.
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Coordinators’ Column by Sue and Bruce Tardif
We are gearing up for another big year and have just
completed a mail out to schools inviting them to
participate in our education/revegetation program
for 2009. This has coincided with the fire events
within our neighbouring communities and we
considered carefully whether it was the best time to
be inviting schools to plan for visits into the reserve.
Our advice has been that people are resilient and
after core necessities are met need a sense of
‘business-as-usual’ and community and will make
their own decisions about what’s right for them.
We have again included in our program Waterwatch
with Melbourne Water and will this year offer
habitat assessment to compliment our
revegetation/habitat restoration experience. In
preparing for our mail out we visited and
photographed many of the revegetation plots
schools have been involved in over recent years. It
was fantastic to see the growth, vigour and >90%
survival rate of these plants and we hope schools
will be as encouraged by this as we are – what they
are doing is truly important and valued community
work. What’s more, it’s heaps of fun! If you belong to a group of any kind let us know if you’d like to
be involved this year.
For our revegetation program Melbourne Water Community grants will fund weed preparation,
fencing of plots and tube stock from our nursery. Nursery plants are looking strong and healthy despite
the lack of rain which is a tribute to the excellent work our Nursery Manager and dedicated volunteers
put into the nursery. We just need some autumn rain before schools come in starting in April.
The Friends were also successful in their application for a grant through the Australian Bird
Environment Foundation (ABEF) a Trust Fund established by Bird Observation and Conservation
Australia. The funds from this grant will allow us to purchase new media to enhance delivery of our
education programs and promotional activities.
Congratulations also to Friends of Leadbeater’s Possum who have been successful in obtaining a
Melbourne Water Community grant to do some habitat restoration work for the Yellingbo population
of Leadbeater’s Possum. The project was designed by Joanne Antrobus and Mick Kealy of Parks
Victoria (PV) and is in line with PV management of the area. The grant will cover new nest boxes,
fixing up old nest boxes, revegetating specific areas with understorey and overstorey trees for future
habitat, and fencing to keep deer out of the revegetation areas.
Kuranga Australian Plant Nursery in Mt Evelyn kindly allowed the Friends to set up and man a display
over one of their busiest times of the year, the Australia Day long-weekend. Many thanks to our
members who responded to the call and spent time talking with people about all things HeHo. It was a
successful 3 days of PR and merchandise sales thanks largely to the ever efficient and energetic efforts
of Margot, Bob and Richard in organising.
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The Friends 20th birthday is looming and we can’t celebrate properly without you. Take a look at the
invitation enclosed, put the date in your diary and RSVP today. See you there!

Members’ Day – Sunday 22nd March
Join us at Yellingbo where Rupert Baker, Senior Vet at
Healesville Sanctuary will be our special guest. Rupert
can only be described as passionate, full of energy and
dedicated to his role. Share in a little of Rupert’s dayto-day work and hear about the forward planning for
threatened species populations at Healesville. We are
also pleased to be dedicating an all-weather canopy for our
nursery volunteers to our founder Steve Craig, the funds of
which were provided by the community at Bend of Islands.
We hope to see you there.

Time 11am onwards
Venue The Rangers house & Friends nursery, 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo. Melway ref: 305
G11
BYO lunch and cold drinks. The Friends will provide tea, coffee and BBQ facilities.
RSVP’s appreciated. Please phone 5964 8341 or email heho1@optusnet.com.au
NB. In the event of a Total Fire Ban, this event will be postponed.

Help animals injured in Bushfires
We, the Judith Eardley Save Wildlife, have started an appeal for all animals, birds etc burned and
damaged from the bushfires.
We have started the Appeal with $100,000, and we are asking for donations to be made either at our
shop or at the Commonwealth Bank Healesville, bsb no.063689 ac no. 1020 1157.
Carers need donations of towels, cotton pillowcases etc. These may be dropped off at our shop.
Any help would be appreciated
Jeanne Wilcox
The Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Centre
193 Maroondah Highway
Healesville, Vic 3777.
Phone: 03 5962 6399
http://www.jesavewildlife.org/index.html

Out in the Field

by Bruce Quin

With all that has been happening with the breeding season and the bushfires, Bruce has been extremely
busy. There will be no report this newsletter. Bruce sends his apologies and will provide a breeding
season report next issue.

Stop Press: He Ho releases for 09
Congratulations to Karina Cartwright, her staff at Healesville Sanctuary and David at Taronga Zoo !
There is a record number of birds to be released back to the wild later this year. After replacements for
Healesville Sanctuary and for Taronga Zoo are made, there will be 22 Birds to release at Tonimbuk
and Yellingbo. Taronga Zoo are also keen to expand their HeHo captive breeding population from 2
pairs to 3-4 pairs. Three new aviaries are also being built at Healesville. This is fantastic news for the
recovery effort. Details of the release program will be in the next newsletter.
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The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater are pleased to invite

Members
embers & family
to their 20th birthday celebration on Saturday 23 May 2009
Reflecting on the twenty years past; looking forward to the next twenty years
Time
10am - 11am. Arrival
11am - 3pm. Program of events
Venue
The depot, Shield Road, Yellingbo (on Woori Yallock Creek). Melway ref: 305 F12 (disabled parking
only)
Parking
At Yellingbo Primary School (enter from Parslows Rd. Melway ref: 306 A8). Please carpool where
possible. A courtesy bus will transport guests to the depot every 20 mins (approx.) from 10am,
returning from 3pm.
Please allow plenty of time to get to the depot
Program
Official opening and Welcome to Country
A series of short presentations from partners & friends of The Friends
20 year history book launch
Join us for a fully catered lunch. You don’t need to bring anything - RSVP’s are essential
Afternoon activities include: Guided walks, children’s activities, talks, book & merchandise sales and
partner group displays
RSVP
To assist with catering and courtesy bus planning, please advise no later than Friday 1 May 2009:
• the number of adults attending & a contact name/daytime phone number in case we have
a query
• the number of children under 12 years old attending
Telephone: 5964 8341 (please leave a message) or Email: heho1@optusnet.com
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Richard’s Reveg Rambles

by Richard Case

Summer has seen the end of our weeding activities for the year and the commencement of our seed
collection.
The Reveg Day of the 14th of December started as a drizzly end to a rainy weekend. This soon gave
way to a hotter day. The day’s work continued the removal of the Quaking Grass, started in October.
This entailed hand pulling, bagging up and removing the plants from site. Although this sounds
tedious, it’s great to look back and see what you have achieved. The day was enlivened by the
company of two Reed Warblers calling against each other, Striped Marsh Frogs and an Azure
Kingfisher in the nearby wetland.
On the 11th of January we were finally seed collecting. We headed down the Woori Yallock Creek
where we collected a good crop of Swamp Gum. Nearby, just outside the Reserve, a Rufous Songlark
was calling spiritedly. It seems to have been a good year for this summer migrant, the last time I saw
them here was in the early 90’s and we were pleased to see it.
Next we went back upstream and collected Prickly Moses from one of the planting sites. Knowing the
parent stock came from Yellingbo is one of the great advantages to using only local seed. On to Beers
Bridge which yielded Prickly Currant Bush, Purple-sheath Tussock Grass, Spiny-headed Mat Rush,
Tall Sedge and Native Hemp Bush. Then up the hill and an unsuccessful search for Heath Wattle.
After lunch, we wandered the floodplain looking for Golden Tip. This beautiful shrub doesn’t seem to
last long but there are usually young plants near the older, dying plants. Further upstream, another
patch of Golden Tip took us 20 minutes to find, right by the log where we crossed the creek 20
minutes earlier! More Prickly Currant Bush was collected here, then we decided to try our luck over
on Cockatoo Creek.
Here, we found some Heath Wattle, surprisingly not ripe. Jeff and Marita kindly volunteered to return
next week when it would be. I don’t think they realised how long that walk would be! We also
collected Milkmaids, Grass Trigger-plant, Short Purple-flag and Black Anther Flax-lily. At days end
we came across a surprise on the road back, Heath Wattle, and the biggest patch we had seen. Not
much seed left but we’ll be back next year.
Strong winds, fallen trees and a heatwave preceded the 1st of February. First stop was to look at some
Late Black Wattle which had blown down but there was nothing on it. On to Parslows Bridge where
we collected Swamp Gum. While looking for Tree Violet (not ripe) we were lucky to see an Azure
Kingfisher flying from place to place along the creek. Such a stunning bird.
Moving on to Sheepstation Creek, we collected Blady Grass, Spiny-headed Mat-rush, Tree Everlasting
and Dogwood, accompanied by the song of the Rufous Fantail in the bush.
After lunch we went to Macclesfield Creek Bushland. Here we spread out to look for Musk Daisybush, quite rare at Yellingbo although common enough elsewhere. After 15 minutes we came across
one specimen, hiding at the base of a gum tree. I’m sure there are more out there somewhere.
Moving on, we stopped at a tree fall at Manuka Meadows South, where we collected Scentbark, Silver
Banksia, Yellow Hakea and Mountain Swamp Gum. Going up the hill we came across out final bird
for the day, a lovely Bassian Thrush. They always seem so trusting, relying on their incredible
camouflage to protect them.
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Launching new photo cards
for $2 each, add 10% P&H
Bird: photo by Dean Ingwersen

Greenhoods: Painted by Margo Heeley

Two birds, Bird with chick:
Painted by Ronda Steven

Merchandise

please add 10% per P & H

Winter - with bird emblem
Green polar fleece Jackets M-XXXL
Green Polar fleece beanies
one size fits all
Blue Polar fleece beanies with Pink Epacris

$15 each
$15 each

Summer - with bird emblem
Blue Polar fleece vests
M-XXL
Green Canvas hat 8” brim
Steele Blue Polo Shirts
S-XXXL

$15 each
$15 each
$35 each

Books
Yellingbo- a special place
Hilton hunts for a home
Magnetised Book Marks

Popular

$35 each

$30 includes P & H
$12
2 for $5 or 5 for $10

Variety
Cards Paintings/photos of bird and native plants
Lapel Badges
$5

$2 each

Name:……………………………………………
Address:…………………………………………
…………………………P/code………..
Sub total: $...................
Postage and Handling 10%: $...................
TOTAL enclosed $...................
Send to : Friends of Helmeted Honeyeater
PO Box 131
Woori Yallock 3139
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Gift membership opens a door to the wonders of the Helmeted Honeyeater because now it includes a
copy of our beautiful book Yellingbo a special place. Send to the Friends postal address.
FRIENDS OF THE HELMETED HONEYEATER GIFT MEMBERSHIP
Recipient ………………………………………...........
Please tick the appropriate box
Address ……………………………………………….
❑ $50 Groups/Families/Individuals
…………………………………………………………
❑ $40 Concession:
………………………………………………………….
Student/Pensioner/Unemployed
Phone ………………………………………………….
Email ………………………………………………….
Giver …………………………………………

Members’ Day at Healesville
Sanctuary
An informative and enjoyable day at the Sanctuary. Our
thanks to Karina for giving up her day off to show us
around the endangered animal section. We ate lunch at the
hut, saw the He Ho enclosures and were given a talk about
the Mountain Pygmy Possum and how they are being
helped. The Tassie Devils were about to take up residence
on their new enclosures also.
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