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Sometimes events are better than best.
They are heart warming. Late last year we
were approached by a landowner who

wished to donate land to help with the
recovery of the Helmeted Honeyeater. It is
100 acres of Riparian Forest in excellent

condition. Bruce Quin and Bob visited
the property and were highly excited by
the offer. Once there is a survey of the
flora and fauna, and the appropriate

paper work is concluded it will become
part of a government reserve.
Bruce Quin expects that when Helmeted
Honeyeaters are released in the vicinity
1

this property will be an important addition. Thank you, to two wonderful

anonymous conservationists!

Yellingbo Nature Conservation Res.

Supplementary feeding at this site, which
aims to counteract the effects of
vegetation dieback there, could be
assisting survival of adult male and
immature Helmeted Honeyeaters because
they are regularly using the Wombaroo
nectar mix being provided.

It is with much satisfaction that I convey
outcomes of the 2013/2014 breeding
season, for it has been many years since
such successful nesting has occurred.
Sixteen breeding pairs and 36 fledglings
have been confirmed to date at Yellingbo
Nature Conservation Reserve, which are
well above corresponding figures for the
2012/2013 breeding season (10 breeding
pairs; 19 fledglings). Not since the
2004/2005 breeding season has there
been a similar number of fledglings
produced. Generally, Helmeted
Honeyeaters’ most successful breeding
seasons have occurred during higher
rainfall years and Yellingbo experienced
above average rainfall during 2013.
Successful breeding occurred throughout
the 2013/2014 breeding season at the
reintroduction site at Cockatoo Swamp,
with eight pairs producing an astonishing
total of 25 fledglings! This figure includes
three fledglings from a single nest
attempt!

R.A

Females take longer
Female Helmeted Honeyeaters -other
than those that have arrived from the
Cockatoo Swamp release site- are taking
longer to adapt to the supplementary
feeding.
A second naturally-occurring site at
Cockatoo Swamp had just one pair of
Helmeted Honeyeaters, but they produced
two fledglings. An adult was seen at
Macclesfield Creek in early December
(2013), but that bird may have just
temporarily visited that location.
Twelve Helmeted Honeyeaters bred at
Healesville Sanctuary during the
2012/2013 breeding season were
released into new location at Yellingbo
Nature Conservation Reserve on 24th

Translocation
With such high productivity, our plan is
to translocate at least some of these
fledglings to the vicinity of the second
release location in Yellingbo Nature
Conservation Reserve.
Five breeding pairs and nine fledglings
have been recorded at the largest
naturally-occurring colony at Cockatoo
Swamp. However, the outcome of one
nest attempt at this site needs
determining. It is possible that that
further breeding attempts will be found at
this site because most of the nesting
occurs within the more difficult to
traverse swamp habitat.
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October (2013). Twelve and a half weeks
post-release, 11 of the releases were being
recorded (one individual was not recorded
after release day). Further, pairs formed
and two had ‘genuine’ nest attempts; that
is produced at least eggs, while a third
pair built a nest but no eggs resulted.

Breeding experience gained
The two nests where eggs were produced
were not successful, but these
pairs would have gained
valuable breeding experience.
For one of the attempts a
nestling was last seen (by Bob
Anderson and James Frazer)
sitting on the nest rim (it was
ready to fledge), but it could
not be found two days later. In
the other instance an egg
which failed to hatch was
collected from the nest and it
was not known whether
another egg had been
produced.

approximately 100 individuals on the
back of a successful 2013/2014 breeding
season and release of captive-bred birds.

Bunyip State Park
Some of the Bunyip State Park sites are
being monitored via remote cameras at
feed stations and area searches.
Helmeted Honeyeaters have been detected
only at Labertouche North sites. On some

Survival
The survival of all but one of
the 2013 release group beyond
3 months post-release is very encouraging
and it is likely predator awareness
training that Healesville Sanctuary staff
subjected the birds to prior to their
release has enhanced their survival
instinct. A pair of Brown Goshawks have
been occupying the Helmeted
Honeyeaters’ release area throughout the
time they have been out in the wild.

Sixty volunteers!
Approximately 60 volunteers provide
supplementary food for the Helmeted
Honeyeaters and help with other aspects
of the field program and office work. I
extend my sincere gratitude to everyone.
The total population of Helmeted
Honeyeaters at Yellingbo has increased to

occasions including as recently as 29
January 2014, two Helmeted Honeyeaters
have been located at the Bunyip RiverTea Tree Creek confluence and these
individuals comprised a breeding pair at
this site during the 2011/2012 breeding
season. However, breeding has not been
confirmed during the 2013/2014
breeding season. The female of this pair
was photographed at the Bunyip RiverBlack Snake Creek confluence in early
December (2013) as well.
One individual of the Gippsland
subspecies of Yellow-tufted Honeyeater
was at Bunyip River-Black Snake Creek
confluence in late December (2013).
Additionally, an adult gippslandicus was
seen feeding it’s offspring in the Bunyip
River floodplain upstream of this

confluence in late January (2014).
A third individual in this vicinity on the
same day was presumably the other
parent.
I am very grateful for the ongoing
monitoring done by volunteers Andrew
Fraser, Briony Mitchell, Huib Ottow and
Nick Bradsworth at Bunyip State Park
sites.

Another update on the Helmeted
Honeyeaters will be provided in the next
edition of He Ho Herald.
Again I thank everyone and believe all of
us can feel very proud of what we have
achieved during the Helmeted
Honeyeater’s 2013/2014 breeding
season.
Take care, Bruce.

A mixed bag this time around,
of weeds, seeds, birds and trees.

and there it was so off we went, quickly
filling the bag and then another two. After
that we moved on to the Depot 2 Aviary
Site Forget-me-not patch. We worked the
area thoroughly but found very little this
year. I had expected more but maybe it’s
being out-competed by the other plants. A
short walk further up
found a few new plants
growing on the edge of the
track and the Common
Reed, I suspect spread by
animals. We removed
these and will add this
area to our monitored
sites.

November
The November Reveg Day began cool and
cloudy. We were continuing our weeding
program, to capitalize on
the recent rain.
At one of our control
patches we found only one
Angled Onion and at
another, only one Bulbil
Watsonia. We’re getting
there! No time for
complacency though as we
also found three bags of
Quaking Grass which were
not visible the previous
month.
We had the company of
various spring-time birds as
we worked, including a
Reed Warbler in the
adjacent wetland. Visiting
the Forget-me-not patch, we only found
1/8th of a bag, more good news!

People's Choice Path
Over lunch at the Depot we discussed
another Quaking Grass patch Pam and
Peter had found. “It’s only small”. So off
we went to the People’s Choice Patch with
a small bag. With mounting dismay we
stood around the edges of the patch. Not
my idea of small. Anyway, here we were

On the way back, near the
Depot Bridge, Jeff found
another new weed, Giant
Brome, so we pulled out a
bag of that too. Another
one to add to our list of
follow-ups. We finished at
Parslows Bridge, where a
Pied Currawong nest was still active with
a noisy nestling. Here we pulled out ½ a
bag of rubbish and ½ a bag of recycling.
And 8 bags of weeds for the day.

December
In December we were greeted by a hot
north wind. And also a delicate
Swordgrass Brown Butterfly, fluttering
around the car park. We moved down to
Parslows Bridge where the main task was

collecting a bag of Silver Wattle seed. Half
a bag each of rubbish and recycling was
also removed. It’s such a lovely place with
Rufous Fantails and Crested Shrike-tits
calling from the trees.
Next stop was the Carters Lane Tree
Tobacco patch, checking for weed
regrowth: none found. Coming back to
Woori Yallock Creek, we collected a small
bag of Prickly Moses seed. Then on to the
final Tree Tobacco site, none there either.
This means that there is no more Tree
Tobacco on all known sites! We will need
to remain vigilant as it could come back
in from anywhere. If anybody finds some
in the Reserve, please let me know.
We adjourned to the house for a late
lunch and the Works Group breakup.
Also attending was an Olive-backed Oriole
and a Crested Pigeon.
No further work was done.

January
We began the January day with a
beautiful sunny morning and another
Oriole calling at Parslows Bridge. We
picked up one bag of recycling and one of
rubbish, including a length of carpet that
had been stuck in the creek for the last
few months. With the water level dropping
I thought I could reach it without getting
wet, but I was wrong about that last bit!
We went on to the Depot, collecting a nice
quantity of Prickly Currant Bush seed in

Revegetation dates
Sunday 9 March, Sunday 13 April
Sunday 18 May, Sunday 8 June
Sunday 13 July.
All start at 10.00am at the Nursery
and are automatically cancelled on
Total Fire Ban days.

two teams, working quietly in the bush.
We came across a nest near the bank of
the creek, about 1.5m up in a Prickly
Currant Bush, roughly the size of a
Blackbird’s nest, made of coarse twigs
and lined with Messmate bark fibres. It
contained two eggs, one predated but not
removed, the other cold. The eggs were
freckled like a Honeyeater’s but much
bigger. Best guess is an Eastern
Whipbird’s nest.

Swamp gum
After lunch, we went down Shaw Road to
collect Tasman Flax-lily, then continued
down Woori Yallock Creek looking for but
not finding Tufted Sedge. Instead we
found a clump of Swamp Gum which was
hanging quite low, so we were able to
collect quite a good haul from that. Then
we searched for our Satin Everlasting
patch but the track was blocked so we
found some Button Everlasting instead.
We then visited the Depot 2 Aviary Site
wetland for Flecked Flat-Sedge but it
wasn’t ripe -maybe next month.
Back at the house we found a dead, ¾
grown Dusky Antechinus in the garden.
Evidently, this was what the noisy
Kookaburras were agitated about at
lunchtime. I saw one of the Kookaburras
carrying something but the Kookaburra
must have dropped the Antechinus. We
don’t often see Duskies, the Agile
Antechinus being the more common
species around here.

Well summer is here and we have again
had issues with one of our pumps and
the watering system. This year there have
been broken pipes and the overhead
sprinklers coming apart. The hot weather
softens the pipes and then under
pressure the joint clamps give way. Over
the cooler months most of the plastic pipe
clamps were replaced with metal hose
clamps, but unfortunately a few were
missed. The sprinkler fittings in the igloos
sometimes come off and while this most
often happens in the
summer they also
work loose if we get
frosty weather and
the pipes freeze.
Recently the
electrical safety
switch on the circuit
board was tripped
and turned off the
power to the watering
system, which just
happened to be on
one of the hottest
weekends, the fault
was eventually found
with the thermostat
on our propagation
unit to blame. We
have been able to isolate this problem for
the time being.

Wind break
The nursery is checked almost daily over
the summer months to ensure that
everything is running smoothly and
fortunately the problems we encountered
were seen to quickly and we were lucky
that just a few tube stock were a little
crisp around the edges, with most
recovering after a good soaking. Upgrades
to our watering system over the past few
years and installation of a windbreak last
year have helped to alleviate many of our
previous issues and helped to reduce

stock losses.
Despite a number of Total Fire Bans
forcing the closure of the nursery and
cancellation of volunteer nursery days we
are still getting lots done. Between days
off we managed to pick out an order of
6,000 plants that are to be part of a trial
planting around Cockatoo Creek in early
February, for the Two Million Trees
Project. This project will begin in the
Yellingbo Reserve later this year.

Lots of seeds
Members of the
nursery crew have
been busy sorting
out and washing
returned plastic
tubes for reuse,
potting cutting
grown plants and
pricking out
seedlings as well as
well as maintaining
existing stock by
pruning, weeding
and watering. We
have also been
collecting lots of
seed. The nursery
stock holding areas are starting to fill up
again after a busy 2013 as we prepare for
the first orders of the year.
This coming year is looking like it will be
another very busy one, with orders for the
autumn planting season already
numbering over 26,000 and with 20,000
plants required for the two million tree
revegetation project sometime in August.
A reminder to all that the nursery
volunteer days are Tuesday and Thursday
between 9am and 3pm and also the first
Saturday morning of the month from 9am
till noon, beginning in April. If you have
an hour or two to spare, (no experience is
necessary), come and join in.

$91,000
A warm welcome back for 2014. I’m
pleased to announce late last year we
successfully secured a grant of $91,000
for revegetation works along the Woori
Yallock creek. This has been generously
provided by the Judith Eardley Save
Wildlife Association, and administered by
the Yarra4Life program of the Port Phillip
& Westernport Catchment Management
Authority. The grant will fund fenced
revegetation plots
and habitat
enrichment, with a
priority of bringing
on-line areas of
habitat suitable for
birds dispersing
from our newly
established colony
on Woori Yallock
creek. I strongly
encourage you to
drop into the
Judith Eardley
Save Wildlife shop in Healesville and
support this wonderful organization.

Bookings
With resourcing from the grant I will be
rolling out a comprehensive Schools and
community/corporate group revegetation
program throughout the year. I am taking
bookings now, so if you have a school or
community group in mind, please feel
free to refer them to me. The more, the
merrier, as we have additional plantings
also available under a partnership grant
associated with the Parks
Victoria/Greening Australia ‘2 Million

Trees’ project at Yellingbo Nature
Conservation Reserve (see previous
edition of HeHo Herald).

Ambassador Program
I’m also pleased to report the Ambassador
program, conducted in partnership with
Yellingbo Primary School and Macclesfield Primary School has been reinvigorated and will be running from Term 1. In
the past this program has generated great
young advocates
for Helmeted
Honeyeaters, and
I’m confident the
new program will
honour this
tradition.

Looking for
Twitchers
Education and
revegetation
program volunteers needed: With a busy year ahead, I’ll
be actively seeking the assistance of
volunteers for the delivery of certain
events, such as large planting days. I’m
also looking for a group of ‘twitchers’ – or
more correctly, people to ‘twitch’ together
wire cages to protect individual plantings
for habitat enrich-ment. Both types of
twitching are, naturally, acceptable on
the day! I’ll advertise some potential
workshop dates in coming months, but
please email me at: heho1@etc if you’d
like to get involved.
Hope you are all kept cool, and the
garden green during these successive
heat waves.

Remember that you can also donate to the FoHH by asking for a
Community Benifits Card from your local IGA Super Market so that 0.5%
of your shopping spent will be sent to the Friends

"Good, Better,Best, Never Let it rest, Until
your Better is Best"
Does this fine old adage have any
reference to the Friends of the He Ho?
You be the judge, but let me provide some
background.

barbecue starting at 12 noon. It will be
the usual arrangements. We supply the
barbecue fare, and you assist with a
salad or dessert.

Welcome Susan

It was Good when we celebrated 20 years
of the Friends work in 2009. I will be even
Better when we celebrate 25 years of
service to conservation this year. Our
birthday is Friday, 23rd May, however the
celebration will not be restricted to the
actual date.
There will be a number of activities over
that week, so keep your diaries blank and
fill them when further details are in the
next He Ho Herald.

It has always been Good, because of the
fine array of volunteers that the Friends
attract. It has become even Better this
HeHo breeding season with over 60
volunteers involved in the supplementary
feeding program. Still Better when new
volunteers continue to come to assist at
the Nursery. And even Better when the
Friends Committee welcomed a new
member at the January meeting.
Welcome aboard to Susan McVeigh who
will take on the Treasurer’s role.

Join us at the Member's meeting
It was Good when we welcomed Yarra
Ranges councillors to Yellingbo in past
years. Even Better this year when the
Mayor Cr Fiona McAllister and other
councillors attend our Members’ Meeting
at the Depot Shed on Saturday, March
29th. Come and meet our councillors at a

I am Susan
McVeigh, an
Environmental
Science student at
Deakin University
and live in Croydon
with my husband
and our two
children.
I volunteer with the
Helmeted Honeyeater supplementary
feeding program and enjoy observing

Keep your diary blank

Bumper season
What about the Best? Who knows? In the
early 1990s a computer model suggested
that if nothing was done to assist the
Helmeted Honeyeater it would be extinct
by 2000. Here is a Best!
This breeding season has produced so
many young at the Cockatoo Creek
reintroduction site, birds will be relocated
within the Reserve.
Never Let It Rest

these superb birds in their natural
habitat. It is a pleasure being part of a
dedicated team of volunteers and I wish to
further contribute as Acting Treasurer.
My work experience in business and
book-keeping will allow me to support this
important team of HeHo friends, whose
dedication to aiding and protecting these
beautiful birds is infectious.
Thank you and I look forward to meeting
you soon.
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Contact details
Name:
Address:
Daytime phone:
e-mail:

please use blockletters

Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater

Merchandise Order Form
F
Friends
riends of tthe
he Helme
Helmeted
ete Honeyeater Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater

All quoted prices and stock availability are current as at date stated on previous page are subject to
change without notice. To avoid disappointment, please check with us before placing your order .
Payment options
1. By post. Please mail this form and your payment to: Att: Merchandise officer Friends of the
Helmeted Honeyeater PO Box 131, Woori Yallock, VIC 3139
2. Online banking. Please email or post this completed order form when paying through online
banking E: heho1@optusnet.com.au
Account name: Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc Running account
Bank: Bendigo Bank, Woori Yallock. BSB: 633108 Account number: 138839170
Reference field: Please write ‘Merchandise order’ AND your full name so we can identify the payee
and send your order without delay.

The committee
President
Vice-president
Secretary
Treasurer

•
•
•
•

Robert Anderson
Richard Case
Marita Hanigan
Susan McVeigh

and...

•
•
•
•

Robin Young
Jeff Dickinson
Neil Wentworth
Bruce Quin

And...
Nursery Manager
FoHH Coordinator
DSE Ornithologist
Merchandise
Newsletter Editor

Michelle Faram
James Frazer
Bruce Quin
Debbie Mitchell
Sam G.Schouten

To contact any of the above call the office Ph.59648341
Contact Bruce and Richard directly at:
Bruce: 5954 4010 Richard: 9720 4062

Your donations this year will go towards improving the facilities for the
supplementary feeding. This is currently centralised at the house laundry
which is in dire need of a rework.
With two new release sites established
late 2013, a significant increase in
feeding volunteers working and the
bumper breeding season the need to
update this space has never been more

urgent. Along with a new larger fridge,
renovating the storage space and
creating new benches, we intend to
create area for the storing of specialised field equipment.
If you have any expertise in this area
and would like to contribute or wish to
make an in-kind donation please
contact the group secretary, Marita
Hanigan.

To start these donations off, we are very grateful to acknowledge a $1000
donation in memory of Margaret Chorlton who loved all birds and animals and
was a very gentle person.
We have also had a valuable contribution of $225 from the Australian Native
Plant Enthusiasts which has come to us from that sale of their calendars.
Thank you to both these donors for their generosity.
We would also like to acknowledge the ongoing and valuable contribution of mealworms for the supplementary feeding program
from 'Pisces Enterprises', Brookfield Queensland –they have been
a greatly appreciated by the burgeoning population of fledglings in
the reserve.

12 noon for the BBQ at the Depot Shed - YNCR
We will provide meat, veggie burgers, tea, coffee, bread etc. Please ring the office on
59 648 341 and leave a message let us know you are coming. Bring a salad or dessert
to share, byo cups, plates cutlery etc. Afterwards their will be a short meeting to be
followed by our

Guest Speaker Mayor Cr Fiona McAllister.
Time, interest and weather allowing a short walk of the Woori Yallock creek
will be conducted.

Recycle with Margot

Recycle with Margot

Recycle with Margot

We are still collecting your used stamps. Pop them into an envelope
and send to the Friends of Helmeted Honeyeater.
The stamps are sold and the money comes back to us.
Keep a small amount of the envelope around the stamps please.

Quite a few 'Friends' come together once
a week to work in the Nursery, starting
what may become stately trees or lovely
blooming bush.
On this page we show you every issue a

shining example of what all that toil and
trouble can lead to.
Today we have choosen the lovely
Lythrum salicaria
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