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the first days …..
“It’s a privilege to be out in the field observing the birds, especially during the breeding season when you
witness the beginnings of new life. Sue and I were feeding early on New Year’s Day when we saw that the 2
nestlings of Metal Black and Fluoro Pink/Light Green had fledged that morning. The female, F.Pink/L.Green,
had them well concealed and was busy feeding them when I took this quick snap not wanting to get too
close and intrude on them. Nearly 2 months later these birds are doing well.”

Coordinator of Volunteers (Supplementary Feeding Program)
When the Friends met with the Hon Lisa Neville, Minister for the Environment, in April
last year a request was made for DELWP to fund a paid position to coordinate the roster of volunteers in
the He Ho supplementary feeding program at Yellingbo. Our dream came true later in the year, and
funding was announced by the Minister in November that the Friends could employ a coordinator in a part
time position for 5 years. What excitement! We could employ a person dedicated to such an important
role. The Friends have been thankful that DELWP had provided one of their staff to take on the role of
volunteer coordinator for some years, and that assistance has been most important. The Friends executive
took on the role of interviewing and selecting before the end of the year so that the appointed person
could start in the New Year. It was a difficult task with 25 applications reduced to 5 interviews of applicants
of outstanding calibre. Thank you to all the applicants. Sue Tardif was chosen and accepted the position.
Sue has provided an article for this edition and from that it can be seen how important the role is to the
success of the Helmeted Honeyeater release program at Yellingbo. Congratulations Sue!

Yellingbo Conservation Area Coordination Committee
In 2013 the previous State Government asked the Victorian Environment Assessment Council (VEAC) to
examine a proposal from the Woori Yallock Creek Park Alliance. The Friends is a part of that group and the
Alliance had sought that the Crown Lands between the reserves in the Yarra Valley be managed by Parks
Victoria to create one large conservation reserve. VEAC produced a report that was accepted in 2014 by
the previous and present State Governments. Minister Lisa Neville requested that a committee be formed
which has a convenor, Wes Fleming, a representative each from Melbourne Water, Zoos Victoria, Parks
Victoria, Trust for nature, Cardinia Council, Yarra Ranges Council, DELWP , Port Phillip Catchment
Management Authority and 4 community members, of which I am one. Parks Victoria has employed a
Project Officer, Chris Vassos. The Committee met formally late last year and will meet monthly to decide
project priorities and allocate funds from the $3.2 m, which has been allocated until 2018. At this stage
Grazing Licences for landowners who have been using Crown Land for stock grazing will cease, eventually.
Much of the funding will be absorbed in fencing Crown Land and assisting land owners to obtain water for
their stock, if required. Chris Vassos will be the guest speaker at our March Meeting on Saturday, 19th for
another “Breakfast with the Birds”.

Searching For Alternative Sites
Some members of the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Team have been out and about in the Yarra Valley
recently checking Government Reserves for future release sites for He Hos and Leadbeater’s Possums. The
areas are part of the former range of both species. After map searches we walk the areas to ascertain the
suitability of the habitat to provide the appropriate environment. Whether releases can occur in the short
or long time and what revegetation and weed control is required is all part of the program.
All the above is working to ensure the long term survival of our State Emblems.
Robert Anderson

Don't forget …. Members day – 19th March - Breakfast with the Birds
7.30 for an 8am start at the Depot shed. Please bring a plate to share.
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Summer has been a very productive time in the nursery with the stock holding areas
bursting at the seams. We have had to add additional tables between and around our
existing layout of benches while also trying to keep them within our existing automated
watering system. We currently have over 90,000 tubes in stock at the nursery with lots
more still being produced, as we prepare for the start of what looks like being a very busy autumn planting
season ahead with lots of plant orders being placed.
With our existing stock holding areas full we have been busy creating a new stock holding area beside our
first igloo. The area was not intended for use until later this year but with our increased production and a
large plant order, which is for 865 advanced potted stock rather than the usual forestry tubes, we have had
to start using this area. Weed mat has been laid out, a temporary rabbit proof fence has been erected and
an additional solenoid valve, watering station and sprinklers have been added to our automated watering
system. Additional bench space is also being added along one side of the nursery and another space is
being created behind the shade house. A small number of shrubs have been taken out and the old interior
nursery fence has been removed and realigned to the main boundary fence. Screening shrubs are to be
planted, in addition to those that remain along the fence line to create a windbreak. The existing benches
and sprinklers will also be realigned to complete the area. A new bay for storing our plastic pots will also
be created. Further information on these exciting developments will follow in later editions of the HeHo
Herald.
We are fortunate to have such a supportive and hardworking team of nursery volunteers regularly
attending the nursery days. A bonus this year has been the additional help from a number of university
students who have been undertaking work experience at the nursery and have also been working with
James on this year’s revegetation program
A reminder to all that the nursery volunteer days are Tuesday and Thursday between 9am and 3pm and
also the first Saturday morning of the month from 9am till noon, beginning in April. If you have an hour or
two to spare, (no experience is necessary), you are welcome to join us.
Parks Victoria recently installed some new highly visible signs to indicate the nursery location; our entrance
is no longer easy to miss.

New stock holding area

New season stock

The new signs

Images: Michelle Faram
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YELLINGBO NATURE CONSERVATION RESERVE
2015/2016 breeding season
It has been an extraordinary 2015/2016 breeding season for Helmeted Honeyeaters with very pleasing
results to report. Population figures are the highest they have been in the lifetime of the Recovery Program
(1989 to present). 32 breeding pairs and 68 fledglings have been confirmed and almost 200 Helmeted
Honeyeaters have been detected at Yellingbo recently. Effectively, the Helmeted Honeyeater population at
Yellingbo has more than trebled over the last three years.
The 68 fledglings of this current breeding season have been produced by 26 different pairs. Forty-one of
the fledglings from the 2015/2016 breeding season have been banded and DNA-sampled.
Corresponding figures for the 2014/2015 breeding season of 23 breeding pairs and 46 fledglings have been
well surpassed.
A swap of two chicks between a captive and a wild nest occurred during November 2015; this action will
assist maintenance of a high level of genetic diversity in the captive colony.
Also very pleasing is that all 18 captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters released on 24th September 2015 have
been recorded recently.
The increase in population size is believed to be due to:
(1) Pre-release predator awareness training of Helmeted Honeyeaters conducted by Zoos Victoria staff,
leading to increased survivorship of individuals.
(2) Conducting releases of captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters in spring instead of autumn; spring –
summer presumably provides a greater abundance of natural foods for releasees.
(3) An increased level of supplementary feeding for Helmeted Honeyeaters in degraded habitat; this
occurring while this habitat is being restored.
(4) Some restoration sites now being suitable for occupancy by Helmeted Honeyeaters.
(5) An increasing number of Helmeted Honeyeaters breeding each breeding season.
BUNYIP STATE PARK
In January 2016, three Helmeted Honeyeaters (two banded), at least one Yellow-tufted Honeyeater
(Gippsland subspecies) and a suspected hybrid were detected in an area of Bunyip State Park. The banded
Helmeted Honeyeaters (aged between eight – nine years of age) have comprised a breeding pair in the
past and it is likely that the unbanded Helmeted Honeyeater seen with them is one of two fledglings
produced during the 2014/2015 breeding season. Breeding by this pair during the current breeding season
was not confirmed on the day of the site visit. It is planned to band and DNA sample all unbanded
individuals of both subspecies, including the hybrid, at this location.
More satisfying results for volunteers and staff working on the program can be anticipated.
Thank you very much to everyone involved.
Bruce.
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It was exciting times back in 2006 when a streamside stretch of Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve
became the new home for a small group of captive bred Helmeted Honeyeaters.
It’s tough love for these critically endangered animals. From the relative comfort of 24 hours care at
Healesville Sanctuary they are set free into the bush to find their own way. It would be ideal if the bush
catered for all their needs, in every season, but it doesn’t. A tractor or stock grazing can create habitat loss
in moments but it takes many years to bring it back to a fully functioning ecosystem that meets the needs
of the native animals that depend upon it. As you’ll read in James’ column, habitat restoration is actively
addressed as a core function of what the Friends have done, in partnership with Parks Victoria and other
organisations such as Melbourne Water for nearly 27 years. The progress is significant and reaping
benefits.
Whilst an army of people works to restore habitat at Yellingbo,
another dedicated team volunteer their time to support some
Helmeted Honeyeater populations through supplementary
feeding. The ‘feeders’ provide a proportion of an individual bird’s
daily nectar food needs (we don’t provide any of their
invertebrate food requirement, except to young birds in their first
weeks of life). We know how to measure their nectar needs,
because the captive breeding program provides 100% of a bird’s
requirements. At Yellingbo, we want to ensure the birds necessity
to forage. Particularly when the Swamp and Manna Gums are in
flower, we find the birds prefer this nectar to what the feeders
provide. It’s a great sign.
In February 2006, 7 birds were being ‘fed’ at 4 supplementary
feeding stations by a hand full of feeders. Is it any coincidence that
the Helmeted Honeyeater and volunteer feeder numbers have
grown in unison? Its just part of the Helmeted Honeyeater
recovery story, but it’s a significant part. In February 2016, 10
years on, around 3/4 of the just under 200 birds in the reserve
(including one of the original released group) are receiving some
Image: Bruce Tardif
food at 37 supplementary feeding stations by 50 feeders. The
feeder team is amazing. Any morning of the year, in any weather
(except total fire ban days), you will find keeping an eye on the health of the wild population. Equally, this
is an important role of the feeder.
With the growth in the program however, as brilliant as this is, comes growth in the workload. Around 15
months ago, a sub-group of the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Team started actively working behind the
scenes to obtain certainty of funding for coordination of the volunteer group involved in the
supplementary feeding program, and to take some workload off Bruce Quin, our very dedicated
ornithologist, and a couple of volunteers assisting him. Late last year, the Minister for Environment,
Climate Change and Water, Lisa Neville MP, directed DELWP to provide funding for this purpose to the
Friends for 5 years. This 14 hours p/wk role started in January. 5 years funding is almost unheard of. It is
testament to the value of the program.
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We are now recruiting for supplementary feeding volunteers. Do you have 4 hours a morning once a
month to spare? Is a 5km walk on bush tracks something you’re comfortable with? Would you like to join
the feeding team, or know someone who might? No experience needed, just a willingness to learn.
For more information, please contact Sue at hehofeeder@gmail.com

From Friends of HeHo Facebook
Manna Gums and Mountain
Swamp Gums planted 5 years
ago are now starting to bring
some good resources online
for the Birds.
The Manna Gums are now
flowering and producing
manna, and both species are
producing increasing amounts
of decorticating (peeling) bark.
The decorticating bark itself
provides a habitat for a
number of invertebrates
consumed by hehos.
Our volunteers have recently
observed hehos exploiting all
these resources provided by
the young plantings - a
rewarding scene!

Alex Smart visited the Reserve in early January and photographed this Elderberry Panax.
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Landcare for Cyclists…
Warburton Rail Trail, Wesburn
Sunday 5th June
More details shortly via:
www.yarrarangeslandcare.org.au

The summer months have provided a good opportunity to take stock of last year’s
revegetation program and audit outcomes. I’ve had the welcome assistance of 11 work
experience students from Monash University and Deakin University. Sampling of fixed monitoring plots
established in 2014/15 plantings revealed the following:
1. Greater than 95% survival of seedlings planted in fenced enclosures
2. Approximately 77% survival of ‘habitat enrichment’ plantings in plastic wire guards, planted at
Bier’s Bridge
3. 95% survival of Eucalyptus camphora (mountain swamp gum) habitat enrichment plantings in
1500mm Tubex tree guards. Plantings established in winter 2014 are now on average 100.25cm
above the 1500mm tree guard
Survival rates for habitat enrichment plantings in plastic wire guards were lower than desired, however not
entirely unexpected given competition with remnant vegetation, determined deer and wallabies, and
successive heatwaves in spring.
The University work experience students have also provided invaluable assistance in the planning stage for
our major revegetation project this year - the planting 20,847 plants at the Depot Shed swamp to establish
a sedge-rich Eucalyptus camphora swamp. I am now actively recruiting planting groups for this project, so
if you have a community group or school I’d love to hear from you.

On the education front, I’ve significantly
redesigned the Ambassador program and introduced
a larger multimedia component to activities. Our
partner schools are engaged and dates have been
set. This year I’m pleased to welcome Hoddles Creek
Primary School into the program. We have several
local schools booked in for excursions / incursions
already as part of our wider education program. In
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addition to habitat planting,
part of the visit.

I’ll be ensuring all visits incorporate a ‘junior citizen science’ component as

Once again, I’m excited about what this year will hold and the outcomes we can achieve working together.
See you at the next planting day!
James
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To contact any of the above, call the office on 5964 8341
To contact Bruce directly 5954 4010
Richard Case 9720 4062
e: heho1@optusnet.com.au
YV Landcare Network Co-ord

www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au

Anne Fitzpatrick 0488 766 113

e: YVLandcare@bigpond.com

street address : 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139
postal address : PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139

On behalf of all our members I would like to say thank you to our members who donated $3520 in
2014/2015 for the laundry upgrade, allowing for a top class supplementary feeding facility. Come to the
Ranger House to behold it.
We also need to say thank you to those members who donated $2520 in 2015/2016 to purchase new
polyhouse covers. Michelle Faram, Nursery Manager, will be ordering them soon.
James Frazer, Community Education Coordinator, has written: “All donations received in 2016/2017 will
be used to materially resource our longstanding School Ambassador Program. Donations will support the
redesign and production of education materials distributed to schools, including workbooks and
multimedia products such as videos and interactive apps suitable for use on tablets and smartphones”
From the President, a heartfelt thank you.
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Your donations are very important to us and we would like to thank and acknowledge the following for
their recent donations; Margaret Ross, Christine Head, N&D Gross, Oxley College, G&M Edwards and
Sue Bendell
We also received a payment from Ritchies IGA as part of their community benefits scheme.
Don’t forget: if you shop at IGA, you can nominate the Friends group on your community benefits card
and 0.5% of your shopping dollars will be directed to us.

We have spent the summer collecting seed, wandering around the reserve and seeing
wonderful things.
We began the Reveg Day of the 13th of December at Parslows Bridge, collecting Silver
Wattle seed which had ripened about a month early. We saw a Spotted Pardalote pair
coming in and out of a nest hole low down in the creek bank. The creek was low but if it rose the nest
would be flooded. Many birds were calling as we worked, Rufous and Grey Fantails among them.
Next stop was Shaw Road where we collected Spiny-headed Mat-rush. A Shining Bronze-Cuckoo called and
the Kookaburra family had fledged and were making a noise over by the southern boundary. On we went
to the Plantathon ’99 patch, where we collected lots of Prickly Moses seed, just in time as it was already
falling off. Not so for the Hazel Pomaderris, which had no trace of seed.
We headed upstream and checked a couple of our weed patches which are now fairly clear. Further on we
checked another patch of Hazel Pomaderris but again no seed. Perhaps it’s having a bad year around here.
We were lucky to see the Helmeted Honeyeaters from the “Woori 3” release site, fussing around the trees,
chasing each other, it was glorious to see them back here. Nearby, we saw a Koala, a small one, maybe a
female, rapidly climbing down the trunk of a Manna Gum and then walking along the ground like a
Wombat with big, fluffy ears. Two have been sighted in the area, where did they come from I wonder?
Anyway, this is the first Koala I’ve seen at Yellingbo so I was pretty pleased (over the moon). Arriving back
late at the house we had a long lunch and the Works Group breakup and not much more was done.
On the 10th of January, we started by looking for Tasman Flax-lily seed up and down Sheepstation Creek
Road, eventually stopping near Longs Road, where we collected some and weeded out some Montbretia.
On to Parslows Bridge where we collected Muttonwood, Tree Violet and Native Elderberry. We saw a very
cute, young Grey Fantail while it’s cousin the Rufous Fantail called in the background.
After lunch, we collected more Tasman Flax-lily from Shaw Road, then went up to Beers Bridge where we
collected Native-Hemp Bush. Further on we looked at Victorian Christmas Bush and Forest Hound’s
Tongue, neither of which was ready. Conditions were fairly dry and not much else seemed to be around so
the afternoon was a bit less productive than we would have liked.
The rubbish has been building up at Parslows Bridge, including my pet hate, abandoned fishing line. So I
decided to have an early start on the February Reveg Day and clean up the creek bed, while the water
levels are low. Lots of sand is being deposited here at the moment, other substrates were soft mud,
smooth clay and quarry rocks near the bridge. I pulled out various bottles and cans including some that had
been down there a long time, I was surprised they hadn’t been washed away a long time ago. Coming
around a corner, there was a Black Wallaby on the bank, it didn’t seem too surprised to see me in the
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middle of the creek. Near here, I came across some rat footprints in a ledge of wet sand. Water Rat or one
of the others? The final piece of rubbish I pulled out was a broken plastic chair. What are people thinking?
Heading up to the house, I was joined by the others for some more inspiring work. First stop was at Green
Site where we saw a healthy young Wombat outside a burrow, in a gully, enjoying the sun. At Blue Site our
target was Red-fruited Saw-sedge seed and we collected two sackfuls of it. Next was some Swamp Daisybush. Then over the pipeline where we collected Tassel Cord-rush. Interestingly, the first one we came to
had seed but none of the others were ripe. Heading out, we came across a Common Bronzewing along the
track.
After lunch we went to the Vim Alley wetland and looked for Tassel Sedge but didn’t find any. Then on to
the Depot where we collected Austral Clematis and a small amount of Victorian Christmas Bush, most of it
having finished.
The day ended as it began, picking up some annoying roadside rubbish and returning, with reinforcements,
to Parslows Bridge to finish this morning’s rubbish collection. For now.

Blue flax lily
Australian National Botanical Gardens
https://www.anbg.gov.au/gnp/interns2009/dianella-tasmanica.html

Australian Native Plant Society Australia
Red-fruited Saw-sedge
http://anpsa.org.au/g-sie.html

●

●

●

Sunday 10 April
Sunday 15 May
Sunday 12 June
Sunday 10 July
All start at 10.00 am
at the Nursery & are
automatically cancelled
on Total Fire Ban days
●

●
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100% of proceeds go to our on-ground projects to save this special species
Cost

No. required

Mugs
Ceramic mug with Helmeted Honeyeater

Pick-up only

$10

Special offer
Hard cover
Soft cover

$10
$5
$30
$15

Books
'Yellingbo - a special place'
'Hilton hunts for a home' picture book
'Luna the leadbeater's possum"
'Luna the leadbeater's possum"

Cards - new cards available
$2 each
or 6 for
$10

4 new cards, photos by Kim Wormald
1 new card , photo by S. Drysdale

All with pale yellow
background

Clothing

Sizes available

Polo fleece beanies:
 Blue with Pink Heath (epacris impresso)
 Green with Helmeted Honeyeater

Size fits all

Polo shirt- smart slate blue, ladies / CHILD size
Polo Shirt - smart slate blue, mens
Polar fleece Vest - Blue
Polar fleece Jacket - Green

10, 12, 14 ,16
l, xl, xxl, xxxl
xl
S, m, l

$20
$25
$30
$45

Canvas hat - Bone HH emblem, brim 20 cms
Canvas hat - Green - HH emblem, brim 20 cms
Bone bucket hat
CAPS, bone brushed cotton dark green, suede
brim (like the original ones)

59, 61
57,
Size fits all

$10
$10
$8
$10

$10
$10

Total
10% postage & handling

TOTAL TO PAY

........................................................................
........................................................................
..................................................................................

Contact details (BLOCK LETTERS please}
Name:
Daytime phone:
Address:
E-mail:
Mail to: Friends of HeHo PO box 131 Woori Yallock Vic 3139

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

What beautiful pictures of our State
emblem
Images 1.2.3.5.
taken by Kim Wormald
Image 4.
taken by Shellie Drysdale
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Sub-total

Blechnum nudum
Fishbone Water - fern

Solanum lacinatum
Large Kangaroo - apple

●

●

●

Copyright
All illustrations and images are copyright and must not be used in any form or by any means be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted without prior written approval.
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●
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