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By Kath Gannaway
Photo: Derek Schlennstedt
Bob Anderson started Friends of the
Helmeted Honeyeater 28 years ago and as President for 20 of those years led and supported FoHH
members in their work across the Yellingbo area.
The group reached 350 members in its first year and in its second year then-Premier Joan Kirner launched
an education kit for schools, developed by FoHH members and teachers.
Bob has been a driving force for the group, overseeing hundreds of volunteers, donating thousands of
hours to the cause of improving habitat for the critically endangered Victorian bird emblem and raising
awareness of the bird’s plight.
In partnership with Healesville Sanctuary’s captive breeding program, and the work done in sustaining the
birds in the wild, the population of the Helmeted Honeyeater has increased significantly.
“It’s great … but I would rather it was for the Friends,” Bob said when asked about the award.
“I have been very fortunate to work with a great band of people over many years,” he said.
“When I look back and see what the organisation has been able to do, the wonderful nursery which now
employs five people, our education program, and probably one important example of where we’re going ,
and what has happened over the years, is that we have two pairs of birds that have produced lots of
fledglings in an area where they have not been for many years, and where we have had no influence, such
as supplementary feeding.
“That’s what we hope will happen across the Yellingbo Conservation Area – that the birds do it themselves
and that we have protected the habitat to enable that to happen.”
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Peter Hannaford is likewise not one to relish the
spotlight – unless it’s a floodlight on all the
volunteers who have contributed to the success of
the Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Association.
For 17 years the centre has been a beacon for
bargain hunters and a life-line for wildlife, raising
more than $3 million dollars to purchase reserves
including the Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Reserve in
north central Victoria, and the Jeanne Wilcox
Reserve in Yellingbo, in memory of one of the most
dedicated volunteers, who passed away last year.
He said he accepted the award very much on behalf
of all the other people and groups who have been
part of the JESWA journey.

Photo: Kath Gannaway

“It is a way of saying ‘thank you’ to so many different people and groups who have supported us; all our
volunteers, all the people and groups who inspired us,” Peter said.
“Our recipients inspired us to keep working for the environment,” he said.
He said the people of the Yarra Valley who have donated to the shop also share the accolades. “We have
been able to make money, and good money, to use for wildlife because of your generosity.
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Membership renewal time
It’s that time of year again and inside this newsletter you will find the membership renewal form – the first
20 renewals this month will be entitled to early subscription reward – see the flyer for more information.
Member’s donations this year will go towards long overdue laptops that will increase the efficiency and
work capacity for our Nursery Manager, Environmental Coordinator and Treasurer.

March members meeting
Don’t forget the Members meeting 24th March – Breakfast with the Birds from 7.30am at the Depot shed –
see the flyer for more information
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2017/2018 breeding season
The 2017/2018 breeding season for Helmeted Honeyeaters appears to be ending because there are no
active nests currently known (late February 2018). Thirty-six breeding territories and 61 fledglings have
been confirmed. For the life time of the Recovery Program (1989 to the present), this number of breeding
territories is the highest confirmed for a breeding season, passing the previous record of 32 breeding
territories recorded for the 2015/2016 breeding season. The 2017/2018 fledgling tally is the third highest
for a breeding season with only the 2015/2016 and 2016/2017 breeding seasons having more confirmed
fledglings (68 and 62 respectively).
Approximately one third of the breeding individuals had not bred prior to the 2017/2018 breeding season
and some of these individuals have produced fledglings. Overall, 30 of the 36 breeding pairs have produced
the 61 fledglings. Another very encouraging finding from the 2017/2018 breeding season is two pairs
successfully breeding near the north end of Cockatoo Swamp, in Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis)
habitat, without receiving supplementary food. Further, these two pairs have produced a combined total
of seven fledglings, which is the highest number of fledglings per pair of any Yellingbo site.
What did put a ‘dint’ in the steady number of fledglings being produced was the heavy rainfall that
occurred at times during the first three days of December, last year. All Helmeted Honeyeater nests known
to be active at the time at Yellingbo failed and while it is difficult to be fully certain the relatively wet start
to that month was the cause, finding abandoned eggs (and one abandoned nestling) across more than one
site tends to suggest adverse weather as the shared reason.
2017 Release of Captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters
The release occurred 13th September (2017) and supplementary food was phased out over a period of
approximately seven and a half weeks. One male disappeared soon after leaving the aviary for unknown
reasons, while the surviving male has apparently settled at another Cockatoo Swamp site where there is
ongoing supplementary food provision.
Of the two females released that day, one was last seen 11 days post cessation of supplementary feeding.
The sighting of the second female at the release site during late December (2017) after an apparently
lengthy absence is encouraging.
After supplementary feeding was ceased, the number of non-2017 release Helmeted Honeyeaters
occupying the site declined. Four non-breeding adults left the site and eventually, it became typical to
record the two breeding pairs, one of the two fledglings of the 2017/2018 breeding season produced at the
site and a non-breeding adult.
The next edition of the He Ho Herald will contain final figures for the 2017/2018 Helmeted Honeyeater
breeding season and an update on the 2017 release. Thanking everyone for your support in 2017 and
wishing everyone well in 2018. Bruce.
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Early February has seen the Helmeted Honeyeater breeding season slow down (as
expected, see Bruce Quin’s Field Report), but not before we have been truly
privileged to witness the day-to-day activity of active Helmeted Honeyeater breeding
territories where we provide supplementary feeding. As we move through a feeding site, it’s truly amazing
to watch ‘mauve/metal’ collecting a bill full of fine grasses and flying 210 degrees with it (nest building!),
and then five minutes later in another area watch ‘Metal Red F’ and ‘light blue/light pink’ carrying the
mealworms we have just provided to two very young (and quite demanding) offspring. Wow!

Image: Sue Tardif

Not so fabulous, has been witnessing the declining habitat
condition in some areas of the reserve over the past decade or
two. Whilst some areas of the reserve are looking their best in
years, other areas have visibly declined as a consequence of
changes made to the way Cockatoo swamp operated when it was
farmland. There’s only so much ‘adapting’ to short-term change
that natural ecosystems can make. BUT, after much research and
consideration, it has been really exciting to see the much
anticipated Melbourne Water led on-ground works project start in
earnest over summer. The aim is to restore natural hydrology, and
improve habitat conditions for Helmeted Honeyeaters and
Leadbeater’s Possum in Yellingbo NCR. Some of the feeders, as
they go through their normal routine, are getting front row seats
as this greater than $1 million project moves from the planning to
implementation phase. Melbourne Water is posting stories and
short videos of the works on their Facebook page. Check out the 22
January 2018 post, and a new one coming later in February.

As I write this (mid February), a recruitment drive has started for new volunteers to join the supplementary
feeding team. It’s a dynamic program. We have a large team of ‘feeders’ over the course of a year, but our
world is one where we can all become time poor at different times. We have around twelve people at any
given time who are on a break from feeding but who intend coming back to a regular shift in two, and
sometimes six months time. It can be a challenge to fill those roster gaps but it’s always great to hear a
feeder say they have found a job, or are heading overseas to study for six months.
Feeding is such a good role. A first time feeder recently said to me “… I got such an enormous sense of
relaxation, something I wasn’t quite expecting…” How can you beat that? We currently have some
weekday roster positions available and would love to hear from you if you have thought about joining the
team, or know someone who may be interested. No obligation! To find out more, please email me at:
hehofeeder@gmail.com or phone: 0456 991 296. No obligation!
A statistical snapshot: currently, 48% of the volunteer feeding group work, 29% are retired, 20% are
students and 4% are children (under 12 years). Of these volunteers, 79% have been involved for more than
12 months, and 21% for less than 12 months. It’s a diverse, interesting group of people, who all contribute
much more than just hours. The birds, and we, thank you!
are very important to us. Thank you for your generosity.
Peter Berkovits, Cathy Saint, W.K., Dan Worcester, and Vivian Price
Don’t forget: If you shop at IGA, you can nominate the Friends group on your
Community Benefits card and 0.5 % of your shopping docket will be directed to us
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Memberships are due for renewal on the
1st March 2018 so please

Don't leave them out in the cold

Membership to the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeaters supports a wide
variety of programs and events that are all aimed at raising awareness of and
education about the bird and protecting both it and its environment.
This past breeding season will be noted as another highly successful one, adding
to the bumper crops from the previous 2 years and an exciting year is ahead of
us with a range of diverse projects aimed at expanding both the birds’ and our
horizons.
So stay on board for what promises to be another big year.
As a special incentive, the first 20 renewals in the month of March will be
eligible for a $10 Merchandise or Nursery voucher
Please see Marita for all renewals.

Please note; if you joined in the past 3 months your membership is current until the 1st
March 2019 and you do not need to renew until then.
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Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
1 March 2018 – 28 February 2019
The Committee of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater greatly values your membership, as without your
commitment and contribution we could not continue the essential work that our members and volunteers do to
improve habitat for the Helmeted Honeyeater and wildlife generally. Thank you for your wonderful support and
continued commitment to efforts to rescue the critically endangered Helmeted Honeyeater from the brink.

All donations received in 2018/19 will go towards long overdue laptops that will increase the efficiency and work capacity for our Nursery
Manager, Environmental Coordinator and Treasurer.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please indicate membership type by a tick 

 $15 Adult
 $10 Student (full-time under 25)
 $10 Pensioner
 $30 Family
 Donation- Amount $............

All Prices include 10% GST

Name/s……………………………………………………….
Address………………………………………………………
Suburb………………………………Postcode ……………
Ph:………………………………..Mob…………………….

Email………………………………………………………..

 Email helps us cut costs – please tick if you would like your He Ho Herald by email
 Please tick if you require a receipt
 Please tick if you would like to be advised of volunteering opportunities
Perhaps you would like your donation to be 0.5% of your shopping at IGA stores? Just ask for a community benefits card at your local IGA and
they will process the funds to us.

Please complete and return this form with your payment to
The Secretary
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc
PO Box 131, Woori Yallock. Vic. 3139

Your membership renewal may be paid by internet banking.
PLEASE ALSO COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE OR EMAIL: heho1@optusnet.com.au
Account name: Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc. Running account
Bank: Bendigo Bank, Woori Yallock.

BSB: 633000

Account no. 138839170

Reference field: Please write your FULL NAME (not initials please) so that we can identify the payee and keep our membership records
accurate.
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Friends of the Helmeted
Honeyeater
March Members Meeting 2018
Announcing a special Members Meeting event

Breakfast with the Birds
Saturday 24th March 2018
Depot shed—YNCR From 8.00am
Special Guest Speaker
Gaye Gadsden
Yellingbo to Butterfields project officer

We will provide bacon and eggs from the BBQ, tea, coffee, bread etc. So we
can cater, please ring the office on 5964 8341 or email to
heho1@optusnet.com.au and leave a message to let us know if you are
coming and any dietary requirements.
Please RSVP by the 22nd March
Please bring a plate to share (i.e. fruit, muffins etc)
BYO cups, plates, cutlery etc. & a chair.
After breakfast we will have a short general meeting with presentations from
key personnel and Gaye's talk on the Yellingbo to Butterfields project.
Weather permitting we will embark on a short walk and hopefully see
some birds
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Cost

Mugs Ceramic mug with Helmeted
Honeyeater
Books
‘A Reserve for a Bird’
'Yellingbo - a special place'
'Hilton hunts for a home' picture book
'Luna the leadbeater's possum’
'Luna the leadbeater's possum’
Cards
Available are the photos of birds taken by
members and we still have a limited number
of the plant paintings.
Clothing
Polo fleece beanies:
 Blue with Pink Heath (epacris impressa
 Green with Helmeted Honeyeater
Polar fleece Jacket – Green
Polar fleece Vest – Blue – new stock
Polo shirt- smart slate blue, ladies / CHILD
size
Polo Shirt - smart slate blue, mens
Canvas hat - Bone HH emblem, brim 20
cms
Canvas hat - Green - HH emblem, brim 20
cms
Bucket Hat- Bone
Caps - Bone brushed cotton dark green,
suede brim (like the original ones)

Pick-up only

$10

Special offer
Hard cover
Soft cover

$30***
$10 ***
$5
$30 ***
$15 ***

All with pale yellow
background

Number
required

Subtotal

$2 each
or 6 for
$10

Sizes available
Size fits all

S, M, L & XL
S, M, L & XL
10, 12, 14 ,16

$45 ***
$35
$20

L, XL, XXL ,XXL
59, 61

$25
$10

57

$10

Size fits all

$8
$10
$2 each
6 for $10

1.

3.

2.

Beautiful pictures of our State emblem Images 1 2 3 5 - Kim Wormald

Image 4 - Shellie Drysdale

Total
Plus 20% postage & handling
***Postage cost inquiry required for heavier items: 5964 8341

TOTAL TO PAY
Payment options
1. By post. Please mail this form and your payment to:
Att: Merchandise officer

Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater

PO Box 131, Woori Yallock, VIC 3139

2. Online banking. Please email or post this completed order form when paying through online banking
E: heho1@optusnet.com.au
Account name: Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc Running account
Bank: Bendigo Bank, Woori Yallock BSB: 633 000 Account number: 138839170
Reference field: Please write ‘Merchandise order’ AND your full name so we can identify the payee and send your
Order without delay. 100% of proceeds go to our on-ground projects to save this special bird
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The year has begun well with lots of volunteers turning up for our nursery days
despite some very warm weather. A hardy and dedicated group indeed.
We have started the year as we ended the last busy performing lots of maintenance
tasks, lots of plant production, seed collecting and plenty of watering.

Welmoed & Sam

Pam, Sam and Pete

Water as always is a problem at this time of year and with the lack of rain over the past month the creek
levels have fallen to such a low point that we cannot pump water and are now relying on our stored
supplies which we hope will see us through this extended dry spell.
A visit to the nursery in late December, for morning tea by a couple of our former nursery volunteers Sam
(also formerly the newsletter editor) and Welmoed made for an extra special day. They were visiting
Australia on holidays having returned to Holland after living here for many years. It was a great catch up as
we have not seen them for quite some time.
We are currently preparing for what is expected to be another very busy planting season. The first major
plantings will begin towards the end of March with the first of the HeHo revegetation days being organised
by Cecilia. There are over 30,000 plants required for the Revegetation program this year.
Lots of plant orders have also come in from Yarra Ranges Council, Melbourne Water and other groups.
Some excitement occurred in the nursery at the start of summer
when a different frog species, Litoria peronii, Peron’s Tree Frog,
was discovered amongst the plants, a second larger specimen
was also found during the same week. Apparently, this species
had not been recorded at Yellingbo before.

The nursery is not just about growing plants but an enjoyable place to get together. A place where you
can join in the nursery tasks for an hour or two or maybe many more, whatever suits you.
Enjoy morning tea together, perhaps bring your lunch. Meet new people and do something positive for
the critically endangered Helmeted Honeyeater. No experience required new volunteers welcome.
The nursery is open from 9am to 3pm on Tuesdays and Thursday and from April on Saturday mornings
from 9am to 12 noon.
Best wishes to our current Newsletter Editor Sandra who is stepping away from the position after many
years. Thanks for your support and understanding. A fantastic newsletter regularly produced under tight
deadlines. You will be missed.
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As on most summer days, our main job this season has been seed collecting. Here’s
how we got on.
The Reveg Day of the 10th of December began with a warm and still day, with the
rather fine sight of a Wedge-tailed Eagle soaring overhead as we headed down to a
patch we knew and collected Common Tussock Grass. Interestingly, this section of the floodplain was still
flooded so we had to carefully go from tussock to tussock. As we went, we had the pleasure of seeing Reed
Warbler and Swordgrass Brown butterfly and hearing Striped Marsh Frog, Pobblebonk, Common Froglet
and Peron’s Tree Frog. This last one is a bit of a newie for the Reserve but has been heard or seen in at
least two other places. It’s also known as the Maniacal Cackle Frog so listen out for it if you are moving
around the Reserve.
Moving further upstream we collected Silver Wattle. Here we saw two White-faced Herons and a Whitenecked Heron in the same tree half way across the paddock. Many birds called from the big Manna Gums
including an Olive-backed Oriole. Further on, at McColls Swamp, we planted a few Manna Gums and
Blackwoods, our last for the season.
After lunch, we headed upstream and collected Prickly Moses. Unusually, we saw some Water Rat tracks in
the silt left by the receding creek. A Sacred Kingfisher was near the creek, fluffing out it’s wet feathers and
preening, brilliant colours. A Rufous Fantail was briefly chased by a Grey Fantail and a Dusky Woodswallow
sat in the sun.
On the 7th of January we went to Sheepstation Creek Road. We collected a decent amount of Tasman Flaxlily from multiple plants and had the pleasure of a Black Wallaby bounding through, only 5m away from us.
Back up at Parslows Bridge, we collected Native Elderberry, the patch seems to be expanding now, perhaps
with the milder weather since the big drought ended. Across the creek, a female Satin Flycatcher was
coming and going to feed two fledglings in the Silver Wattle.
Most of the Tree Violet wasn’t ripe but we came across some that was so we collected that before the
birds did! The Silvereyes seem to love this one. Sticking to the berry theme we also collected Prickly
Currant Bush. And a bit further round we collected
●
●
●
Elderberry Panax (not the same as Native Elderberry).
After lunch at Beers Bridge, we collected a small quantity
of Forest Wire-grass (mostly finished) and some more
th
Prickly Currant Bush.
Sunday 4 March
On the 11th of February we returned to Sheepstation
nd
Sunday 22 April
Creek Road where we collected Blady Grass and Swamp
Daisy-bush. A quick visit to Parslows Bridge followed but
Sunday 20th May
no fresh seed there. So on to Beers Bridge again where
we collected more Swamp Daisy-bush and Austral
Sunday 17th June
Clematis. After this it was time to collect the wonderfully
aromatic Victorian Christmas Bush (a mint bush). Just
All start at 10.00am from the Nursery and
coming ripe, a plant that has a very fine line between
are automatically cancelled if damaging
“not ripe” and “too late”!
winds (60 kph), severe, extreme, total fire
Back downstream, we collected Tall Sedge and Tassel
ban or code red are forecast for the
Sedge. A few Victorian Smooth Froglets called tentatively
Central District. Please check with Bureau
in the afternoon and Pete found about 15 native bees
of Meteorology at 5.00pm the day before.
clustered on an old Tall Sedge seed head. What were
they doing?
●
●
●
Always something new at Yellingbo.
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Preparing for 2018 planting season
It has been a busy start to the year getting ready for a huge planting season ahead.
Preparing planting sites and placing plant orders with Michelle in the nursery.
Our goal this year is 31,300 plants over the six project areas throughout the
Yellingbo Conservation Reserve all with the support of volunteer planting.
Also plus an additional 42,080 to be planted at the new Burrungma Biik site.
That’s a total of 73,380 plants in the reserve this year!!

Lythrum salicaria – Purple osestrife
The bright purple flower spikes put on a gorgeous show at this time of
year, mixed in between last year’s revegetation at 3.2ha for the
Threatened Species Recovery Fund Project.
Image C. Imre

I am already filling up my calendar with bookings from schools, higher education, corporate and
community groups for education revegetation days this season. There are still plenty of dates available if
you are interested in bringing along a group from school, work or a community and learn about the
Heho and its habitat
I will also be advertising some dates soon for community planting days, so please keep a look out on the
Facebook page and email for updates.
The very last Green Army team have started their 20-week program in partnership with Park Victoria and
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater. They will spend 8 weeks at Yellingbo, taking part in revegetation
preparation, weed control, boardwalk construction, surveys and planting.
We are very happy the Green Army team are out here in the reserve as the activities that they take part in
are a huge support to our on-ground efforts to increase available habitat for the Hehos. The Green Army
has been a fantastic program run through the Australian Government, Department of Energy and
Environment offering hands-on experience and training to young people interested in work in the
environmental sector. Can’t wait to see what they achieve and learn over the next 20-weeks.

Green Army preparing site to lay Gunnel weed
mating at 3.2ha. Image C. Imre

Green Army laying out the Gunnel weed matting.
Image C. Imre
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Eucalyptus cephalocarpa
Silver-leafed Stringybark
A medium sized straight or crooked tree
Blue-green foliage, thick fibrous,
furrowed bark
Profuse flowering from February to
August

Banksia marginata
Variable dense to open shrub or small
tree
Pale to bright yellow flowers in brushes
Feb- June.

We would also like to acknowledge the Shire of Yarra Ranges for their ongoing support in the
distribution of this newsletter.

●

●

●

Copyright
All illustrations and images are copyright and must not be used in any form or by any means be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted without prior written approval.

●

●

12

●

