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Field Nits Fasmns Sumey

The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria and the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater conducted a fauna
survey at Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve (YNCR) from 13" - 15" uly 2007.

Despite the cool, drizzly weather 25 people attended and thoroughly enjoyed the weekend. Nineteen
animals were trapped, identified, sexed, weighed and released over the weekend. The species trapped
were Dusky Antechinus, Agile Antechinus, Bush Rat and House Mouse. This information will be
included in the Atlas of Victorian Wildlife database.

Twenty eight species of =
bird were identified during
day and evening walks as
well as two frog species,
Brush Tail Possums, Sugar
Gliders and Swamp
Wallabies.

The Field Naturalists are
keen to return to conduct a
bat survey and possibly a
reptile survey. The
information from these
surveys increases our
understanding of the
species diversity and
habitat within YNCR
which assists with future
management plans.

If you are interested in
participating in future
surveys please contact our Coordinators, Bruce or Sue, on 5964-8341 to register your interest.
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NEW MEMBERS

The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater would like to welcome to the
group our new members:

M Carvana -Seville East, W. Malcomson- Mooroolbark

PLANT SPONSORSHIP

DONATIONS will support the painting of the Nursery trailer
Thank you also to St Patricks — Lilydale, R Case, S Everitt, M Case,
C Duncan, H & R Stevens, H & G Peper, B Carroll & D Howell, M
Ross AM, T Labato MP, I Pearey, R Radford, H Anasatsios, P
Misken, P Bellis, T Law, P & K Best, R Anderson, P Ure, J
Blaskett, D Coates, H Wurth, B Roy, Dr P Brotchie, C Woodford,
M Cantwell, T Morris, M Rowland, G Anderson, D & C Bevin, D
M Silva, R Walkley, J Purcell and T Bird for their kind donations

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS

C Fleming Hunchy - Qld, Connor Family- Frankston, Kerr Family -
Surrey Hills, L. Maguire - Silvan South, J Parham - Northcote

Thank you to the Shire of Yarra Ranges for their assistance with
postage.
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A V~W W e SM/W editorial comment

The AGM is on Sunday 9™ September at 2pm at the
Healesville Sanctuary. Don’t miss Greg Milne speaking about
the Yarra For Life project. Read more at:
http://live.greeningaustralia.org.au/NR/rdonlyres/089FCCB6-
E1E4-457B-BEC7-4ACA688CCEB8/3959/yarra.pdf

and
http://live.greeningaustralia.org.au/NR/rdonlyres/9836 CCFC-
868C-4BD1-BE70-

E3BFE2047B6D/2355/Y arraRiverforLifelighthouseProject.pdf

Photo from Greening Australia ‘Yarra River for Life’

Gd WOM W;/JKM %e Bruce Tardif who fractured his leg and broke his ankle early August while on

a field trip at Powelltown, and to Natalie Stewart who is recovering from hip surgery. We wish them
both all the best for a speedy recovery.

Sandra

What's on - Calerdan of ety

September October November
Date Activity Date Activity Date Activity
Tues 4™  Nursery Tues 2™  Nursery Thurs 1%  Nursery
Thurs 6™  Nursery Thurs 4™  Nursery Tues 6™  Nursery
Sun 9" AGM,2pm Tues 9" Nursery Thurs 8" Nursery
Tues 11" Nursery Thurs 11"  Nursery Sun 11™ Reveg
Thurs 13™  Nursery Tues 13™  Nursery
Sun  16™ Reveg Sun  14™ Reveg Thurs 15™  Nursery
Tues 18" Nursery Tues 16™  Nursery Tues 20™ Nursery
Thurs 20" Nursery Thurs 18"  Nursery Thurs 22"  Nursery
Tues 25" Nursery Tues 23  Nursery Sun  25™ Members Day
Wed 26" Committee Wed 24™  Committee & Tues 27" Nursery

Newsletter deadline

Thurs 27" Nursery Thurs 25"  Nursery Wed 28"  Committee
Sun  30™  Twitch-a-thon Thurs 29"  Nursery

Revegetation activities are held at differing locations around the Yellingbo Reserve and area. Activities may
include tree planting, seed collecting or works around the nursery or reserve. Meet at the Yellingbo Ranger’s
House, 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo (Melways Map 305 Ref. G11) at 10am. BYO Lunch. Most
equipment is supplied. For further information call Richard Case on 9720 4062.

Nursery activities days are held at the Rangers House (see above). They run between 10am and 12pm,
followed by (BYO) lunch. Work mainly involves the potting up of young seedlings. For further information
contact our Nursery Manager, Michelle Faram on 5964 8341
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T& p W 1 W by Robert Anderson

The Governor is Visiting Yellingbo

The Governor of Victoria, Professor David de Kretser and Mrs de Kretser are
visiting the Yellingbo PS and the Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve on
Thursday, 30™ August. We are looking forward to the visit, where the strong bond
between Yellingbo PS, Macclesfield PS and the Friends will be on show. A tour of
the Reserve will also take place. Hopefully our beautiful bird and possum will show
themselves to the Governor’s party.

Thank you Vivian

Vivian Price is retiring from the Friends Committee at the AGM on Sunday, ot September. Vivian has
been the Friends Public Officer since September 1992. During her time on the Committee, Vivian has
been Secretary, has assisted at many displays and has been the Friends ambassador at many
conferences.

The Friends are most appreciative of the wonderful service that Vivian has provided since 1992.

Bruce Quin Needs Support

Bruce has been the Field Ornithologist for the Helmeted Honeyeater since 1993. I wonder how many
kilometres he has walked and waded in and out of the Yellingbo and Tonimbuk swamp habitat in that
time. The rough ground has caused Bruce to develop some knee problems. To assist Bruce, he needs to
spend less time in the field. The Friends would like to provide Bruce with some assistance. Are there
any volunteers out there who could assist Bruce by doing some fieldwork? Volunteers please ring
Bruce. 59 54 4010, and he will arrange training.

New Members’ Day

Congratulations to our new Coordinators, Sue and Bruce Tardif, who hosted the day for 19 new
members on Sunday, 19" July. This was a most successful day where new members were introduced to
the reasons for our existence. After a barbecue lunch the group walked into the Reserve where
Helmeted Honeyeaters were spied a long way off in the treetops. Thanks to Sue, Bruce and the
Committee who assisted on the day.

Annual General Meeting

Make sure you bring your newsletter to gain entry to the Healesville Sanctuary for the Friends barbecue
and AGM on Sunday, 9" September.

The guest speaker is Greg Milne, who is coordinator for the exciting new project, Yarra 4 Life.

See you there.

Robert Anderson
President
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GGMW 1 by Sue and Bruce Tardif

Since starting the Coordinator position in May there’s been lots happening and we have well and truly
settled into the role. Our heads are filled with things we’d like to do, but as Bob aptly reminds us, “It’s
a marathon, not a sprint.”

With much anticipated rain materialising, the last few months have been a busy time with school
visits. As we hosted our first primary school revegetation session as Coordinators we were ably
assisted by 40 Swinburne TAFE 1st year Conservation and Land Management students. A quick
survey of the 90 Grade 6 students from Boronia Heights showed that only a handful had planted a
plant before. What a buzz for everyone to introduce these novice planters to the joys of the bush and
getting their hands dirty. 550 plants quickly went in to supplement the prior plantings in Steve’s forest
near the depot on Woori Yallock Creek. The students were all keen to come back and show their
families what they had done — that’s what we love to hear! Our thanks go to Swinburne TAFE for their
support of HeHo activities. We are working with Swinburne to develop more project opportunities for
students.

With one successful planting day under our belts, it was all looking good from hereon in. Launching
Place Primary students caught everyone by surprise. Their planting experience in their own school
grounds showed when they planted 1250 plants on Woori Yallock Creek and they were looking for
more! As the last child was boarding the bus back to school, plans were already being made for a
return in 2008.

Talks about the Helmeted Honeyeater have been fun and an education for students, teachers and us!
We’ve spoken with students from Woori Yallock PS, Hillsmeade PS as part of World Environment
Day, Healesville SC, Launching Place PS, Upper Yarra SC and Boronia Heights PS. More booked in
for term 3.

As well as school students, we encourage the participation of business groups in our revegetation
activities. 12 staff members from Australian Unity joined us on Cockatoo Swamp in July and planted
950 plants in bright sunshine and in drizzling rain. They had a ball! We are more than happy to discuss
similar days with other groups.

2007 has seen an exciting new partnership grow with Woori Yallock Farm School, one of our long-
term supportive schools. Each term we will host a number of events with 13-14 year old students from
the school, aimed at developing their knowledge and skills in bushland settings, specifically the
importance of habitat, the propagation of indigenous plants and revegetation. We are looking forward
to this ongoing relationship.

We are progressively getting around to seeing all of the Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. Each
corner is quite unique. We have been able to see the great work that has been done over the years to
improve degraded areas. There is still plenty to be done - certainly some exciting times ahead.

Travellers Tales

Welcome back to Committee members Marita and Jeff who have recently been on holiday in South
America and the Galapagos. Richard Connor has also been travelling. No doubt they will all have
some interesting tales to share.
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NW NW4 by Michelle Faram

After such a long dry period in which very little planting took place,
conditions have finally improved following some excellent rain. In the
past three months over 4,000 trees, shrubs, grasses and sedges have been
planted out onto the Cockatoo Creek floodplain. While a number of
school groups has been busy planting, with approximately 2,000 plants
going in along the Woori Yallock Creek. Local Landcare groups,
landholders and other residents of the local area have also been busy
collecting tubestock from the nursery.

As many people are aware, water and its availability are important and
ongoing issues which confront the nursery. The success of our nursery is
dependent on a reliable source of water. In late August to help alleviate
some of our past difficulties, especially over the summer period, a large
water storage tank is to be installed.

Many of our local plants, such as the Hakeas and Wattles are now
coming into flower and while some of the species
may grow too big for the average home garden, we
have many other plants that would be more
suitable. The pretty Nodding Greenhood orchid or
the beautiful native heath which comes in many
shades of pink as well as white or maybe the purple
flowering flag could find a home in your garden.
Perhaps you would like to start a frog garden - we
have many varieties of sedges and rushes suitable
for this purpose.

We look forward to seeing you at the nursery soon
to help out or just to have a look at what we are
growing.

Mm HC Ha MM W Ih \’Mﬂl/l collated by Rhys Walkley

The January 1934 Emu (p.249) report by A.G.Campbell shows that the Helmeted Honeyeater was
confirmed as having a colony in the upper reaches of the Woori Yallock Creek by John K. Campbell,
while fishing. In September 1933, with his father A.G.Campbell and others, John visited the spot
about two miles south of Parslow’s Bridge. In the Yarra watershed, HeHo populations were only
found at this site and Hoddles Creek since 1884 when the type nest and eggs were taken on Olinda
Creek.

In October 1936°s Emu (p.135) C.E.Bryant , writing in September, notes that the He Ho is found at
both Beaconsfield and Woori Yallock and he felt that a few further localities for the bird would be
found due to his wide searching for it elsewhere in unsettled Victoria. His plate 20, photo of a
Beaconsfield He Ho on nest was taken 6-9-1936.

On 30-11-1947, about 30 naturalists searched the thick scrub of the Cardinia Creek Valley in Upper
Beaconsfield to count HeHos. R.D.Lee and C.E.Bryant report Emu January 1948 (pages 230-231) that
the camping place selected was where Stony Creek and Cardinia Creek joined. Cardinia Creek is
stated as being where He Hos “ have been for many years”. They explored downstream and upstream
from there and the limited habitat was about a mile and a half of the creek long. ““ At least 50
individuals were seen by the several parties, with three nests, two containing eggs and one with two
young and one egg to hatch ”.Creekbank manuka, musk daisy bush and a small eucalypt housed the
nests found. The birds were seen on higher ground feeding mainly in eucalypts and black wattles. No
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party members saw personnel of any other party en route. They estimated that about 100 birds were
there in total. They reported that the Woori Yallock colony “ breaks up and extends along small
tributary creeks and is more scattered . About 1937-1938 the Cardinia Creek He Ho colony moved, or
extended, downstream two miles or more and then later moved upstream again. Lee and Bryant said “
sooner or later fires and clearing will destroy their habitat and, in the meantime, the Pallid Cuckoo

( Cucullus pallidus ) often lays in the Helmeted Honeyeater nests, with consequent destruction of a
potential brood. From that hazard alone a bird that has reached what might be called a * species
isolation “point may well find itself unable to recover “.

In July 1967, Roy P. Cooper wrote a centenary review of the He Ho, pages 215-220 in volume 84 of
the Victorian Naturalist and mentioned the establishment of “ an important new State Wildlife
Reserve “. His photo of a He Ho on nest appeared on the cover of the Victorian Naturalist vol. 91 no.3
in March 1974.

.....and, regarding the Leadbeater’s Possum......

Dan Harley’s co-authored 8-page article ¢ The distribution and abundance of Leadbeater’s
Possum Gymnobelideus leadbeateri in lowland swamp forest at Yellingbo Nature Conservation
Reserve “ has been published in 2004 in volume 26 of Australian Mammalogy.

From e School grownd

Kids of all ages love to solve a word search puzzle, so try your luck with this one.

vible|l|[lI|mli|lnje|r|n|s|n|z|d|p|d|d|w/t|d|g|a|f]|o
z|t|viqg|rjalm{x|ujali|rjo|t|jc|i|v|k|o|ls|y|s|f|t]|p
mvimomh|ijulg|/w|ribjeje|l|w|l|z|r|b|t|r]ijalm
ahl|jlell|h|blijglelg|t|r|l]j|plolqg|c|n|i|k|s|t]]
glgle|q|l|ju|v|d|h|plajd|yle|i|wm/l]|jleln|k|n|i]|g
ele|x|p|s|b|n|bjd|t |m|s|eln|t]|i|wju|l|f|x|n|julb|w
elg|f|ix/h|fimt|s|e|lplajk|t|blaly|e|g|ele|q|t|a]|cC
qlg|t|le/h|v|ije|lelw|/r|h|w|s|e|e|le|k|d|laly|q|u|h]e
njali|r|jalp|i|r|flelejela|s|||mlg|y|z|y|[n|w|C|X]|O
clljejalrji|n|g|gla|rin|g|l|v|v|l|l]e|ble|n|r|z|c
zlhin|rjejdju|l|t|w|x|s|i|n|f]y|t|le|e|n|x|n|a|b|z
e(x|d|y|z|q|b|h|k|t|y|n|m/gla|s|f|mh|r|jo|ly|o|m|q
vio|l|uln|t|ele|r|s|g|w|y|x|v|d|d|j|g|/c|p|h|p|h]|e
z|d|r|b|lglje|w|/t|b|blh|{flajulnja|n|iz|n|y|i|j|ly|g|n
hju|g|d|s|t|f|o|ojo|lg|n|o|k|h|m|s|e|qg|b|t|d|x|e|a
ziu|x|y|lja|p|rji|jc|k|l|y|clu|r|r|la|n|t|bju|s|h]|q
LERP SWAMPGUM  BELLMINER RIPARIAN HABITAT

ENDANGERED MANNAGUM PINKHEATH VICTORIAN PSYLLID

HONEYEATER HONEYDEW HELMETED YELLOW FAUNA

VOLUNTEERS  YELLINGBO CLEARING EMBLEM STATE

PRICKLYCURRANTBUSH
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Out in the Fidd 1, 5rice ouin

Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve

Eight release birds have been accounted for at the reintroduction site at Yellingbo
during July this year. The eight comprise six captive-bred birds released during early
2006 and two immatures bred in captivity at Healesville Sanctuary during the
2006/2007 breeding season and released on 5t April (2007). Additionally, another of
the birds released during 2006 has been occupying a territory in Cockatoo Swamp
approximately two kilometres upstream of the release area recently.

In summary, nine of the 19 captive-bred birds released at Yellingbo between February
2006 and April 2007 have been sighted in July 2007. Hopefully the proportion of
accounted for releasees increases once we have conducted a survey of parts of
Yellingbo we rarely visit in early August (2007).

Bunyip State Park - Tonimbuk

Thirty birds have been recorded at Tonimbuk during July 2007.
Approximately two-thirds of the thirty have been at Site 1 and one-
third at Site 2; some of the Site 1 birds have been visiting the Site 2
birds on occasions. No birds have been sighted on private property
north-east of the release sites recently.

Included in the birds at Site 2 has been five of the seven captive-
bred immatures (six from Healesville Sanctuary and one from
Taronga Zoo) released there on 12™ April this year. The youngsters
occur with the older birds and the Taronga Zoo bird in particular
displays quite a deal of aggression. Hopefully, they will establish
permanent territories at Site 2.

The 2007/2008 breeding season for Helmeted Honeyeaters is
rapidly approaching. Let’s hope that the wetter conditions this
winter enhances the birds breeding during the forth-coming
breeding season.

I will keep you informed.

Steve's Forest

It was a special day recently. Mrs Craig visited Steve's
Forest, planted in memory of her son, the founder of our
group by grateful friends on the 28" of November 2004.
Originally protected by plants guards, Steve's Forest has
recently been fenced against grazing animals by
donations from the Friends of Pound Bend who gave
very generously, paying for the complete fencing and
mulching
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RM’/J RW% W by Richard Case

Only two days to report on this time around. Two enjoyable days in the swamp!

On the 3™ of June we went out planting. Our new strategy is to plant near the birds wherever possible.
As we headed out we saw an Eastern Grey Kangaroo in habitat that would normally suit a Wallaby. In
the swamp, nearly invisible in the reeds was a Sambar Deer. Not caring for our company, they both
left.

We collected our plants and moved down. We were planting on the edge of a secondary channel of
Cockatoo Creek, back to the start of the change in slope. The reeds here were very dense and made for
slow work but by lunchtime we were pleased to have 250 plants in the ground. We chose species that
will thrive there such as Mountain Swamp Gum, Blackwood and Swamp Paperbark.

After a few minor jobs we went out again in the afternoon for a short time. One of the old planting
sites has a number of plastic plant guards which are no longer needed. Many have been picked up over
the years and a special effort has been made recently. I was pleasantly surprised to find only a few left.
Many of these had been carried away from the site by curious animals and stuffed down Wombat
holes or dropped in the Tea Tree.

Returning in the late afternoon, we came across a Swamp Wallaby quietly feeding in the dry lake bed
of M°Colls Swamp. Further on, a Wombat was feeding in the open near Vim Alley. We intruders left
them to their night.

The 1* of July saw us again planting in the swamp. There had been a few strong winds recently and
we had some fun removing fallen branches on our way into the site. With the winds came the rain so
we headed to a drier site near the release aviaries, our plan being to reinforce the swamp edge.

The first site we looked at proved impenetrable while carrying equipment. Moving to the next aviary
some areas were a little more open. The swamp was underwater but the bank on the edge was dry. In
between was a narrow strip that we could plant.

Using a similar mix of plants to June, we moved slowly upstream, looking for niches that would
protect our plants. Day's end saw 300 new plants in the swamp.

As we neared the house on our return journey, we came across one final tree across the track. Ah
well....
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Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc.

Annual General Meeting

Sunday 9" September
Healesville Sanctuary

Free entry to Sanctuary by showing this newsletter at the front entrance
12 noon BBQ
At the Robert Eadie Pavillon, ask for directions at the entrance
We will provide meat, veggie burgers, tea, coffee, bread etc. So we can cater, please ring 59 648 341 to
let us know you are coming.
Please bring a salad to share, byo cups, plates cutlery etc.
2.00pm AGM Meeting
At the Theatrette
Includes Committee elections and reports
Nomination forms (below) are to be submitted to the Secretary prior to the AGM
Followed by Guest Speaker Greg Milne
Port Phillip & Westernport Catchment Management Authority, Coordinator of the Yarra For Life
project which is a landscape project that will enhance our area of the Yarra Valley.
Title - Yarra For Life, The Challenge of Improving Biodiversity in the Woori Yallock Catchment.

All our Merchandise will be on display and available for purchase. Pre-orders with payment welcomed.

Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc
NOMINATION FORM - 2007 COMMITTEE ELECTIONS

I (ProPOSEI’S MAIME) .uvviieeiiiniiieeieiarennstorasossscssasossscssssossscssssossssssssossssssssssssssssssnsssssssns
a financial member of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc. hereby nominate

(TOMUNEE S TAIIIE) «eeveereeeennnneeeeeeeeesnsseeceecssssssscscecesssssssssssessssssssssccsssssssssssscessssssnnsssens
who is a member of the Friends & personally known to me, for the position of Committee person

Signature of Proposer ......ccceeiiieiiiieiiiniiineiorercsstosatcssscsssossscssssossscsnss Date .....cccevenneenn.

| L) 1 1o (O R 1 B ) 11 1) I PPN
a financial member of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc. hereby second the nomination
of this applicant who is personally known to me

Signature of SECONAEr .....ccciviuiiiiiiiinieiiiiieieierctsetorascssscssssosssconscossons Date ....cccevennenennn.

I (NOIMINEE S TAITIE) vevveeneeeneneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeccsccsccsscsscsscssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnes
A financial member of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc. hereby accept this nomination

Signature of NOMINEE .....cccouviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecieeinees Date ....ccoevenveennns

Nomination forms must be returned prior to the Annual General Meeting
Send to: The Secretary
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc, PO Box 131 Woori Yallock. Vic. 3139
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‘Yellingbo- a special
place’

A coffee table style
book

$28 inc. postage &
handling

Send to

Friends of Helmeted Honeyeater
PO box 131

Woori Yallock 3139

Cards — paintings by
Margo Heeley

- Epacris, Euc. fulgens,
Melaleuca squarrosa,
Euc. camphora. (circle)

$2 each

Magnetic Book Marks
- keeps the page in the
book marked

5 for $10 or $2.50
each

Photo cards - He Ho,
Leadbeater’s Possum,
Epacris, other flora and
fauna (circle)

$2 each

Summer hats - He Ho
green with wide (8cm)
brim

sizes 57cm, 59cm, 61cm

(circle

$18 each

Beanies - Pink Heath
blue polar fleece

$15 each

Vest - He Ho blue polar fleece
sizes XXL, XL, L, M ( circle) $35 each

Vest- Leadbeater’s Possum blue polar fleece
size Small only $42 each
Jacket — Leadbeater’s Possum - blue fleece

size Small only $47 each

Beanies - He Ho
green polar fleece

Memo Pads with He
Ho water mark

OUT OF STOCK
$15 each 3 for $10
‘Hilton Hunts for a Mugs with He Ho
Home’ — a story book
suitable for Primary OUT OF STOCK
School age children
$12 each $8 each
Name: ... Sub Total : B
Postage & Handling 10%: $ ....ccovevevinenennnns
Address: .......covviviiiiiii i
ress TOTAL - enclosed $
.............................................. P/code.......... | cheque/money order
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Give someone the gift to save a species by giving them a
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater gift membership.

Gift membership opens a door to the wonders of the Helmeted Honeyeater because now it includes a copy of

our beautiful book Yelléngbo a special place. Cost $40.00. (postage & handling incl.)

Simply fill out the following form and make payment by cheque or money order to:
The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater PO Box 131, Woori Yallock. Vic. 3139

FRIENDS OF THE HELMETED HONEYEATER GIFT MEMBERSHIP

Please thk the approprlate bOX Recipient ........................................................
ad $40 Groups/Families/Individuals

d $35  Concession:
Student/Pensioner/Unemployed Phone

If undelivered please return to:

Friends of the Helmeted POSTAGE
Honeveater,

PO Box 131, PAID
Woori Yallock

Vie. 3139 AUSTRALIA

ACN A0020449D




