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On Monday 30th of September we had
the pleasure of the attendance of the
Victorian Governor, His Excellency The
Honourable Alex Chernov and his wife
Elizabeth. They were accompanied by
their daughter Caroline and her children
Alexandra, Olivia, Ned and their very
special friend Harvey. Robert Anderson
made the welcome address and then
introduced Mieke Florrison a Macclesfield
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Primary School student who has written,
illustrated and had published “Lunar
The Leadbeater’s Possum”; a copy of
which she presented to the Governor.

Unveiling of the panels

The Governor and Mrs. Chernov unveiled
two interpretive panels on the Helmeted
Honeyeater and Leadbeater’s possum.
The Governor spoke about the realisation
that the faunal emblems of the State were
in trouble and thanked our group for
their work and also the work of the

members of Leadbeater’s possum.

Spotting the icon

A convoy then proceeded out to the
Reserve where the Governor, Mrs.
Chernov and their family had the
pleasure of seeing The Helemeted
Honeyeater in the wild.
Upon their return lunch was served and a
presentation of Helmeted Honeyeater
merchandise made to the Governor and
his wife.
An excellent day was had by all.

AGM

On Saturday, 21st September over 30
Friends came to the Healesville
Sanctuary and were greeted with a lovely,
sunny day and a rejuvenated Robert
Eadie Pavilion. A delicious barbecue,
fresh varied salads and scrumptious
desserts were followed by a short, well
run meeting under the guidance of
Acting President, Richard Case.

The New Committee

The elections resulted in the following:
Robert Anderson, President; Deputy
President, Richard Case; Secretary,
Marita Hanigan; Treasurer, vacant;
Committee Members, Robin Young,
Bruce Quin, Jeff Dickinson and Neil
Wentworth.

Welcome to Neil Wentworth, a new
committee member, who has been a
volunteer supplementary feeder for the
released birds at Yellingbo. Neil’s science
background is most helpful. The talk
presented by Dr Elisa Raulings focussed
on her wetland studies in Gippsland.
Elisa was able to relate her work to the
wetlands in the Yellingbo Reserve. It was

a most illuminating talk that concluded a
successful AGM.

Governor’s Visit Monday, 30th
September the Hon. Alex Chernov and
Mrs Elizabeth Chernov graced us with
their presence. Details are covered above.

Bird Releases

Despite a flooded track, it was a
memorable sight to observe the release of
12 captive­bred He Hos on Thursday,
24th October. Watching birds that had
been limited by aviary wire, take flight,
explore their surroundings and feed in
the natural world was an absolute
delight.

Friends November Meeting

You are invited to the Depot Shed for the
Friends last meeting of the year on
Saturday, 23rd November from 12 noon.
Meet the CEO of Parks Victoria, Bill
Jackson. (see next page)

The Friends turn 25 !!!

Friday 23rd of May '14 . The autumn
Newsletter will have all the details.



Spring has been busy down at the
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater
office. We have hosted visits from the
Victorian Environmental Friends Network
conference, the new Parks Victoria
District Manager, and the Governor of
Victoria. Two school groups are also
visiting shortly, to learn about the plight
of the Helmeted Honeyeater and role
community groups such as ours can play
in preventing extinctions.

Spider web collection

Since my last column, I’ve given visited a
number of community groups, and (by
the time you read this) schools to give
presentations on Helmeted Honeyeater
conservation. Aside from awareness
raising and encouraging participation in
our revegetation program, I’m also keen
to foster a small network of schools to
take part in a spider web collection
project. Collected spider web will be sent
to Healesville Sanctuary to be used by
nesting birds in their captive breeding
program.

I’ve run a small number of planting days
over the last month and a half. Some
surplus nursery stock has been planted

out in existing fenced plots on Woori
Yallock creek, with the assistance of
Conservation & Land Management
students from Franklyn Scholar. Some
further end­of­season planting will be
conducted shortly with the assistance of
a corporate group.

Two million trees

Planning is underway for next year’s
Victorian Government 2 Million Trees
project at Yellingbo NCR. This project,

Members' Day
Saturday 23rd Nov, the Depot Shed

All Friends are invited to attend the
Members’ Day at the Depot Shed,
Shields Road, Yellingbo from 12 noon.
This meeting is historic, because the
CEO of Parks Victoria, will be
attending the Yellingbo Nature
Conservation Reserve for the first time
since the Friends inception in May
1989.
Enjoy CEO Bill Jackson’s attendance
and talk, as well as the opportunity to
meet the Regional Manager, Chris
Hartman and Chief Ranger, Craig
Bray. Lunch will be a barbecue with
meat, vegie burgers, bread etc
supplied by the Friends.

Please assist by bringing a salad or
dessert to share, plus cutlery and
crockery. Tea/coffee and other drinks
will be supplied.
After Bill Jackson’s address a walk in
the Reserve will be arranged. To assist
with catering reply RSVP to

59 64 8341 or
heho1@optusnet.com.au
Come join us!



Successful breeding

Successful breeding during the first half
of the 2013/2014 breeding season has
occurred at both the reintroduction site
and a
naturally
occurring
colony at
Cockatoo
Swamp in
Yellingbo
Nature
Conservation
Reserve.
Twelve
breeding pairs
and 13
fledglings have
been
confirmed to
date. The
confirmed
number of
breeding pairs
already
exceeds that
recorded for
the previous breeding season (10).
Further, the number of fledglings
recorded during the current breeding
season is well on the way to surpassing
last season’s total of 19.

Expecting

Seven of the breeding pairs occur at the
reintroduction site with nine fledglings,
this following a high nest success rate for

the first batch of nests there. Five of the
first six nests at that site produced
fledglings, the success probably
attributable to their well­concealed
nature. A dense mid­storey allowed the

Coordinator's column continued:

managed by Parks Victoria, will see very
large numbers of trees and shrubs
established throughout the reserve.
The President and the Nursery Manager
and myself have been providing input
into the design and delivery of this
project.
We expect the FOHH nursery to supply a
significant quantity of stock for this
project.

Social Media

Finally, with the Committee’s support, I
have investigated the role social media
can play in publicizing the Helmeted
Honeyeater cause. To gauge interest I’ve
established a Helmeted Honeyeater
Facebook : http://tinyurl.com/lfcdf5j

If you are on Facebook, please be sure to
‘like’ the page and share any content you
think might enhance the page.



Helmeted Honeyeaters to choose nest
sites that were apparently difficult to find
for predators. None of the nests were
protected with cages, an action we have
done in the past. Three of the females are
re­nesting and further successful
breeding attempts are anticipated.
One of the naturally­occurring colonies at
Cockatoo Swamp has four breeding pairs
and four fledglings. Two females currently
brood nestlings and it is likely that more
nests will be found at this site.
Supplementary feeding is also now
occurring at this site to counteract the
effects of vegetation dieback there and
female Helmeted Honeyeaters that have
dispersed from the release area are
making regular use of the nectar mix
being provided. Some of the birds that
had their origins at this site have taken to
using the supplementary food, while
others are taking longer to adapt to the
artificial feed stations.

Unbanded

A second naturally­occurring site at
Cockatoo Swamp has one pair of
Helmeted Honeyeaters with two nestlings
currently. This site is where individuals
formerly of the reintroduction site have
settled or at least intermittently visited,
along with an unbanded bird of unknown
origins. Interestingly, females that
hatched at the release area are now
occupying natural sites at Cockatoo
Swamp as expected (females are the
dispersing sex in Helmeted Honeyeaters
and most bird species), but also some of
the males from the reintroduction area
without mates are also drifting to the
naturally­occurring sites at times.

Early days

Twelve Helmeted Honeyeaters bred at
Healesville Sanctuary during the
2012/2013 breeding season were
released into new location at Yellingbo
Nature Conservation Reserve on 24th
October (2013). While it was early days

(just six days post­release), encouragingly
at least nine of the releasees were being
recorded and one was observed collecting
nest material. Perhaps, a nesting attempt
was likely? A group of new volunteers
were recruited to provide supplementary
food on a daily basis and those people
were warmly welcomed.
The new reintroduction site was chosen
because it has habitats that Helmeted
Honeyeaters prefer in healthy condition.
The existing release site at Cockatoo
Swamp has some vegetation dieback and
the highest quality habitats there are
believed to almost fully occupied by
Helmeted Honeyeaters.
The total population of Helmeted
Honeyeaters at Yellingbo has risen to
over 70 individuals following the release
of the 12 captive­bred birds. Hard work
by staff from the various agencies and
volunteers from Friends of the Helmeted
Honeyeater is paying off!

Bunyip State Park

Bunyip State Park sites are being
monitored via by remote cameras at
empty feed stations and searches mostly
by volunteers. No Helmeted Honeyeaters
have been detected at Tonimbuk release
sites in recent months. At Labertouche
North sites, two Helmeted Honeyeaters
have been located at the Bunyip River­
Tea Tree Creek confluence and these
individuals comprised a breeding pair at
this site during the 2011/2012 breeding
season. Hopefully, breeding might be
recorded later in the 2013/2014 breeding
season. Another female Helmeted
Honeyeater was photographed at the
Bunyip River­Black Snake Creek
confluence in late July (2013). However,
she has not been recorded since.

Two individuals of the Gippsland
subspecies of Yellow­tufted Honeyeater
have been sighted at the confluences; one
individual at each confluence. However,
two more individuals that possibly
comprise a pair have been seen in Bunyip



River floodplain habitat upstream of
Black Snake Creek.

A big 'Thank you'

I would like to take this opportunity to
extend my gratitude to the Friends of the
Helmeted Honeyeater members who
provided a donation to purchase remote
cameras for the Helmeted Honeyeater
Recovery Program. The cameras will be
used to monitor Helmeted Honeyeaters
using supplementary feed stations and

their nest sites. The cameras will assist
our monitoring capacity significantly.
Many, many thanks!

I will provide an update on the Helmeted
Honeyeater’s breeding and the and
release from captivity in the next edition
of He Ho Herald. In the mean­time, take
care.

Bruce

Cool

Mum read the story to me and my
younger sister Annika.
The story is real cool. I want to be a
writer too. My favourite part was about
the special leaf.
Annika's favourite part was Lunar going
in search of her own tree.
After reading my Mum told us about
animals and the importance of having
space to live and bushfires and logging.
We think it is good to plant trees and
flowers for the possum.
I liked the drawings too.

Woori Yallock Creek

Most of our work this quarter has been
concentrated along the Woori Yallock
Creek. Here’s why.

August

The main job of the August Reveg Day
was to pick up plastic planting guards,
stakes, fisherman’s rubbish or any other
flood debris along Woori Yallock Creek.

The plastic guards in particular are
attractive to Wombats and Foxes, both of
whom will happily carry them off into the
scrub, away from where they were
supposed to be, so it’s important to take
a breath sometimes and stay on top of
these.

We started to the north of McColl’s
Swamp, working around the back as far
upstream as the Depot 1 aviary sites.
Here we turned downstream, through



Bob’s Forest and Steve’s Forest, finding
only a few guards, mostly chewed and
not buried, recently moved. Kookaburras
and Grey Shrike­thrushes were very
prominent and Striated Pardalotes and
others buzzed around the tops of the
Manna Gums. Back at ground level we
came across a few McCoys Skinks, a
beautiful slender skink with a lemon
yellow belly.

A good soaking

With a break for lunch and a chat, we
were back to work again, though I think
the cold wind may have had something to
do with that too. Continuing
downstream, we reached the big dam in
the paddock. It was nice to see it flooded
as was all the land below it in the
Reserve. This should give all the plants a
good soaking before summer.
We continued downstream, I worked
along the fence and scared a Red Fox and
found a red bucket. With much more
rubbish found, we got about as far down
as the former Broom patch before
running out of time.
September

In September we continued the Woori
Yallock Creek tidy up. As we drove in, a
couple of pairs of Common Bronzewings
flew up from the floodplain. They seem to
be liking the Silver Wattles we planted for
them over the years. Our path was
blocked by two tree falls due to the recent
high winds, so our first task was to cut
our way through these. As we worked
away, we were entertained by the birds;
Fantailed Cuckoo, Galahs, White­
throated Treecreeper, Striated and
Spotted Pardalotes and Swamp Harrier,
while all around us the Common Froglets
were going nuts with the recent rain
followed by warm conditions.

"What about a trailer.."

When we got through, we came to our

intended load, two rolls of old ringlock
fencing that had been partly removed. No
matter which way we looked at it or how
we twisted it, there was no way it was
going to fit in the car. Then a voice said
“What about the trailer?” What would I
do without our Volunteers? So an early
lunch, hitch the trailer on and we had
that ringlock out of there in no time.

With that out of the way , we finished off
last month’s work of picking up tree
guards etc, working downstream as far as
the northern end of the former Woori
Yallock Big Fence. In the afternoon we
heard Pobblebonks and Striped Marsh
Frogs calling and came across a pale
Brown Tree Frog with a red stripe on the
back of it’s thighs. As we left, we startled
five Fallow Deer, including a pale one.
Unusually, they jumped over the fence
and ran out across an open paddock,
before jumping another fence and back
into the Reserve.

October

Our October Reveg Day began with a
warm and sunny morning. Today we were
checking up on the various weed patches
we are eradicating. Heading down the
Woori Yallock Creek we again had to cut
our way in as another small tree had
fallen across the track. The creek had
burst it’s banks and receded and there
was flood debris over the big branch we
had cut out last month.

A Fallow Deer approached us

A Fallow Deer approached us. It seemed
paniced by our noise as we walked in,
approaching us to within 30m with no
cover before bounding to the creek and
away. Away up in the Manna Gums a
White­faced Heron squawked indignantly,
maybe it had a nest there as it did last
year. We searched this section for
Montpellier Broom but there is very little
left of it left now. Each year a small



number germinate from the seed in the
soil and each year we pull them up; Only
¼ of a bag this year. A Yellow Robin and
its brown juvenile fussed around us and
we came across it’s strong little nest. The
froggies were calling too, Pobblebonks,
Striped Marsh Frogs and Common
Froglets.

Next stop was our Quaking Grass
patches. None found! It may still be too
early for it down in the valley but it is
certainly growing well at other places
further up the slope. We did find and
remove some Cape Weed from here which
is a new one although plentiful in the
adjoining paddocks.

Just a little further up the track we came
to our Angled Onion patch. It seems to be
having a good year of it but we removed it
all anyway. Follow up will be required for
some time with this one. After lunch and
a little rain we decided to start a new
Angled Onion patch, this time at the top

of Shield Road (the Depot track). While
Angled Onion absolutely chokes the
roadside gutters in some areas, there are
places where it is possible to make a
stand and it is here that a small group,
with the will to come back over the years
can make a difference. So our day’s total
was three bags of Angled Onion and ½ a
bag of other weeds.

Rubbish again

After more than little more rain, we
headed down to Parslows Bridge. Despite
the signs, rubbish has always been an
issue here but today it was particularly
bad. Even more disappointing was the
fact that floods had been through
recently, flattening the grass and
scouring the creek banks, so most of this
rubbish was new. Anyway we picked up
one bag of rubbish and another bag of
recyclables.

It is, after all, our front door.

Lifting the production

The past few months have been very busy
in the nursery. A visit from the Governor
and Mrs. Chernov on the 30th September
was a highlight.

Lots of plant
orders have been
packed and sent
out, over 47,000
plants since the
beginning of April.
There are still a
few late spring
orders to go and
we have begun to
lift production to
ensure that we will
have plenty of

plants for next autumn.
James has also been busy organising a
number of planting days endeavouring to
get more of our plants into the ground.

Sales Area

The new separate
plant sales area is
going well and with
the addition of some
bright new signs,
painted by one of
our local volunteers,
Shirley Henderson
(pictured next page)
and some
descriptive labels,
our onsite plant
sales have been



given a big boost.
The Friends are very fortunate to have
such a wonderful group of volunteers,
who attend the nursery each week,
bringing with them a diverse range of
knowledge and skills.

Thursday group

Four of our Thursday
group of nursery
volunteers were
recently rewarded for
their outstanding
service to the group
over many years.
Congratulations and
well deserved Noel
and Dudley Gross
and Natalie and
Murray Stewart.

Temptations

Our gardens have
been thriving with
lots of sunshine and
rain, many of the plant species having
their best flowering season yet. This is
also helping to sell plants in the nursery.
After all who could resist purchasing the
pretty mauve Tetratheca, one of the
bright yellow Acacia’s, or maybe one of
the many different yellow to orange pea
flowers or perhaps a Nodding Greenhood
orchid, after seeing them in our
gardens?

Special thanks

The AGM saw a number of changes to the

committee so I would like to take this
opportunity to give special thanks to
Bernadette and David Howell, who were
very supportive of the nursery and me
during their tenure as secretary and
president. While they were both active in
the nursery, David also took on the role

of acting school group co coordinator, in
the absence of a permanent coordinator,
and continued to get plants in the ground
with the assistance of school groups.
Shirley Poulter will also be greatly missed
as treasurer but especially for all the
extra things she did behind the scenes to
try and alleviate some of the pressure
from my role and also to ensure that
things were done in a professional
manner by the group.

Hope we see you at the nursery soon.

Donations to purchase of cameras

Sunbury West P.S School, Sue Bendel,
Kieran &Ro Martin, Brigith Roy, R Young,

Mr D & Mrs S Everitt, Irene Pearey, Mr D
& Mrs N Gross, R & J Harper, Margaret
Ross, David & Shirley Williams, Garry &
Beverly Faram, Carol Mrs Woodford,



A blessing in disguise

Recently we seem to have had more than
our fair share of high winds causing
trees to be blown over. Although
unfortunate, these
fallen trees are a
blessing in disguise for
our efforts to garner
seeds.

Eucalyptus trees
produce their seeds in
hard nuts ranging in
size from approx. 2mm
to 10/15mm. When a
mature tree is
standing in its natural
habitat, the nuts are
very hard to collect.
The only realistic
chance to garner the
seeds is to collect from
fallen branches or, in
extreme cases, when
trees are blown over in
gale conditions.

Storms alert us to the
possibility of there
being seeds to collect. A month ago there
were two or three days of high winds and
a close inspection of the local reserve
revealed a Manna Gum, Euc. viminalis,

in the reserve close to the chicken farm
on Macclesfield Road.

Small pods

The seed pods for
this variety are
very small and
collection from
the tree was a
painstaking
business. The
gum nuts remain
on the tree from
year to year and
often there are
nuts from
overlapping
seasons. In this
case there were

only nuts from last year indicating that it
was a young tree.

Shirley Ruhsam, Colin Barraclough,
Margaret Cantwell, Dawn Neyland, I.C
Thomson, Viv Williams, Patricia Child,
Robert Purnell,
Nancy Marriott, Beryl Mrs Hubschmann,
Marjorie Mrs Case, Mr. Richard Case,
The Case Family, Alan Clayton.

Donations to the nursery
Miss Margaret Williams, Ray Radford

Donations in kind
'Pisces Enterprises', Brookfield
Queensland – mealworms for
supplementary feeding
Thanks also to Arthur Carew for
arranging a huge pile of mulch for the
Nursery.



After collection the branches were taken
to the seed shed at the nursery. They
were stripped of the nuts and placed in a
seed tray lined with newspaper. A label
was added recording the type of seeds,
where collected and the date. They will
remain in the tray until they dry out.
These particular nuts are quite green and
drying will take most of the summer
season.

When dry, the nuts will open at their tops
and the seeds will fall out naturally when
placed into the seed sieves. General
cleaning of the seeds will be undertaken
before they are placed into an envelope or
jar for storage.

It may take years but they will be used,
sowed, pricked out and sold

The Friends have pleasure in announcing
that Life Memberships have been
awarded to Noel and Dudley Gross;
Murray and Natalie Stewart.
Noel and Dudley were attendees at the

first meeting held in May of l989 and
subsequently joined the Group and have
been volunteers at the nursery since its
inception. They are tireless workers for
the Group and do a wonderful job with
their seed collection. They work in the
nursery on Thursdays.

Murray and Natalie Stewart joined the
Group in its early days and have also
been long term volunteers at the nursery.
They have also assisted at information
days. Murray was a Committee Member

for two years and during this time took
on the role of Public Officer.
It is the Friends’ way of acknowledging
their contribution by awarding Life Mem­
berships and we say,

CONGRATULATIONS
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Merchandise Order Form

Your contact details:

Name:

Address:

Daytime phone:

E­mail:
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Merchandise Order Form

All quoted prices and stock availability are current as at date stated on previous page are subject to

change without notice. To avoid disappointment, please check with us before placing your order .

Payment options

1. By post. Please mail this form and your payment to: Att: Merchandise officer Friends of the

Helmeted Honeyeater PO Box 131, Woori Yallock, VIC 3139

2. Online banking. Please email or post this completed order form when paying through online

banking E: heho1@optusnet.com.au

Account name: Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc Running account

Bank: Bendigo Bank, Woori Yallock. BSB: 633108 Account number: 138839170

Reference field: Please write ‘Merchandise order’ AND your full name so we can identify the payee

and send your order without delay.

Office bearers

President
Vice­president
Secretary
Treasurer

Robert Anderson
Richard case
Marita Hanigan
Vacancy

Committee Members

Robin Young
Jeff Dickinson
Neil Wentworth
Bruce Quin

Non Committee Members

Nursery Manager
FoHH Coordinator
DSE Ornithologist
Merchandise
Newsletter Editor

Michelle Faram
James Frazer
Bruce Quin
Debbie Mitchell
Sam G.Schouten

To contact any of the above call the office Ph.59648341
Contact Bruce and Richard directly at:
Bruce: 5954 4010 Richard: 9720 4062



Quite a few Friends come together once a
week to work in the Nursery, starting
what may become stately trees or lovely
blooming bush.
On this page we will show you every

issue a shining example of what all that
toil and trouble can lead to.
Today we have choosen the lovely

Daviesia latifolia
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