Image Krystii Melaine

ST. Why do we band the HeHos?
BQ. The HeHo Recovery Team closely monitors, and
manages, the genetic composition of the whole
population, including the captive birds, in order to
maximise genetic diversity. We can only know the
parentage of wild birds if we band them. They all
look the same! On a wild born bird in Yellingbo, we

place a metal band on the left leg. This is the
Federal Government authority Australian Bird and
Bat Banding Scheme’s (ABBBS) band. In addition,
we place a coloured band that indicates the site the
bird hatched from. Commonly (there is always some exception to the rule), on the right leg we place 2
coloured bands. These are their individual colour combination (image of ‘light green/metal:grey/yellow’).
In combination, the left and right leg band
combination gives us a unique, visual ID for each bird.
ST. Why are we changing a leg banding strategy that
seems to work?
BQ. From April 2011 to now we have had leg band
constriction injuries in 9 wild HeHos, and a number of
HeHos in the captive breeding program. We use the
size 4 bands recommended by ABBBS, but these
injuries still occur. A bird’s leg scales naturally shed,
and we are finding that the bands can sometimes
inhibit this. The scales build up, causing the band to
slowly tighten resulting in leg injury (see image).
….continued on page 10
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Vale Garry Faram
Sadly for Michelle Faram, her family and friends, after a long illness, her father Garry
Faram died recently. For those of us who were able to attend the funeral at Ferntree
Gully on Thursday, 15th July, we learned of the strength of Garry and the wonderful
influence that he had on his family and many friends. My memories of Garry are of his enthusiasm for
Michelle’s work at the Nursery and his assistance as a regular Saturday volunteer feeder for some years.
Heart-warming News
Marita Hanigan lifted my spirits this week when she related two stories about our members.
Here are Marita’s words: “Meg Bentley a lady from Gruyere borrowed the Yellingbo book from the library
several times and was so impressed and enthralled with it that she wanted to purchase a copy for herself
and 2 for her children. Marita arranged for copies to be picked up at the Nursery. As a consequence we
have 3 new members.
And further Marita related: “Jean Land donated $50 of her own pocket money – she was one of the 4
Brunswick Sth West girls who ran a cake stall after classes one day and donated $206.55 to us. That was in
August 2014 – that money was then used to upgrade the feeder at White 1. Jean Land was in Grade 1 in
2014. The Friends have been most fortunate over 27+ years with the generosity from countless members.
You are lucky readers as I am about to end my report. It is late July
and Wendy and I head off overseas for most of August to visit the
lands of our fore fathers and fore mothers – Scotland and England.
I am looking forward to meeting you at our Annual General meeting on Saturday, 22 nd October.
Robert Anderson

4th August: Water levels were up and close to feeding stations at some Blue/white sites
images Sandra Turnley
Images: Sandra Turnley
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The nursery crew had an extraordinarily busy start to the 2016 planting season. We
picked out approximately 45,000 thousand plants for orders and for James’s
revegetation program between the middle of April and the end of June.
The frenetic pace has not let up since the end of June and we are still sending out
lots of plants and at the same time there have still been lots of new orders coming
in.
Plant sales from our sales area have also been good but it is looking rather empty at the moment.
We are fast running out of stock and there are empty table’s everywhere. Nursery maintenance has also
taken a back seat while we endeavour to get all the plant orders ready on time.
Fortunately while Shirley and I have been kept busy with orders and plant sales the nursery volunteers
have been going at a great pace creating lots of new plants from cuttings, division and from seedlings.
Due to severe wind weather warnings being issued we had to close the nursery on a couple of occasions
and unfortunately this heaps on the pressure for getting everything done on time.
The nursery and
road with all the trees can be quite scary when the wind is at its strongest so it is much better to be safe
than sorry.
With a few warmer days starting to appear and the days becoming longer our new stock is starting to grow
more quickly. Lots of berry type fruits were collected in summer and stored in the fridge until May when
they were sown. The seeds of Myrsine howittiana, ( Muttonwood), Coprosma quadrifida, (PricKly Currant)
and Melicytus dentata,(Tree Violet) are all beginning to germinate.
Thanks to some very kind donations from our Friends the nursery was able to purchase new shade covers
for our igloos. These will be installed in early October. We were also able to buy a couple of additional wire
benches along with the five kindly donated by Pam and Pete Gambrell. These will be used in one of the
new stock holding area that was opened up last year.
With another busy year on the horizon and this one yet to be
completed new volunteers are always welcome on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Friends for their
support during the difficult time during July when my Father passed
away.
My Dad Garry with his granddaughters
Zoe and Autumn and his wife Bev on a
mornings bird feeding at Blue site.

YELLINGBO NATURE CONSERVATION RESERVE
2016/2017 breeding season

While it is early days for the 2016/2017 breeding season for Helmeted Honeyeaters, at least one nest is
known from all but one of the permanently occupied sites at Yellingbo. One female has reached the egg
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laying stage and the construction of five other nests was close to completion when they were last checked.
However, there is likely to be many other nests that we have not yet found.
Seven captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters will be released in Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve in
early September 2016. Four will be released into one creek system on 8th September and the day after, the
new home of the other three will be the release area at Cockatoo Swamp.
In the last He Ho Herald, I wrote about an adult female taken back into captivity in May this year because
of some level of blindness in one eye and liver disease. She was treated by Healesville Sanctuary
Veterinarians and returned to the wild mid-July and a month later, looked well settled; this included
apparently selecting a nest site.
With the population of at least 180 birds in Yellingbo, more breeding pairs are expected than the 32
confirmed during the 2015/2016 breeding season.
BUNYIP STATE PARK
Approximately three weekly visits have been occurring to the Labertouche North site during June to August
(2016). However, the Helmeted Honeyeaters and Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters that were there in January
and March of this year have not been detected. The next scheduled trip is on 29 th August 2016 and it is
hoped that they will have returned to this site by then.
An update will occur in the next edition of the He Ho Herald and hopefully it will have exciting results.
Many thanks to all of you.
Bruce

The Friends were sad to hear that Dudley Gross died on Friday
Aug 26th.
Dudley has been a member of the Friends since the beginning
of the group from May, 23rd 1989.
He has been a faithful volunteer in the nursery from its earliest
operations and his commitment to expanding He Ho habitat
over many years of revegetation has been of lasting
value.
He was a tireless worker for the Group and did a wonderful job
with the seed collection.
Last year the Friends began a planting next to the nursery for
his 90th birthday.
To commemorate Dudley’s work, the garden plot will be
substantially enlarged in the near future.
Dudley is sadly missed and his dedication and companionship
will live on in our hearts.
Life members Dudley & Noel Gross
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When I last wrote, the newly recruited supplementary feeding volunteers (feeders) were just embarking on
their induction program. Three months down the track and they are all in their regular roster spots, doing
an amazing and greatly appreciated job. They join our ‘old’ feeders, who together have contributed 4,135
hours to this role from 1 January - 5 August this year. In anyone’s books, that’s a significant contribution. In
purely monetary terms, it adds $130,268 of in-kind contribution to the program, but the benefits are much
greater than this. Feeders spread positive conservation messages throughout their networks, get a healthy
workout from the role, and are adding valuable information to inform the management needs of the
HeHos.
In early August Bruce Quin and I ran pre-breeding training seasons for the feeders, with thanks to Marita
for her much appreciated assistance. Breeding season is an exciting time, where feeders can expect change
almost every time they come out. New breeding pairs, new young, new leg band combinations and
changes to the feeding routine as a consequence. The next few months will be all about keeping up with
these changes – part of the joy of the role. There are a number of key things feeders can look out for to
help Bruce in his role, and add to their own knowledge of the natural world – it’s a win/win 
Recently Jai got the chance to feed with his mum. Jai loved
discovering all of the “cool fungi” as he walked through the reserve
(see image). It was a really interesting, and prolific, fungi season,
with these dinner plate sized fungi, in particular, stopping many
feeders in their tracks. Does anyone know what species they are?
Jai said he can’t believe how lucky he is to see HeHos and he can’t
wait to tell everyone at school and to come back with his mum
next holidays.
We have a few young people who feed with their parents. This is
welcomed, where they can do the 5-6 kilometre walk and 3-4
hours involved. Damon has recently joined as a monthly feeder
with his dad, Imogen comes in school holidays with her mum and
Mitchell is a monthly feeder with his mum. With young people like
these, the future for our natural environment seems good, doesn’t
it!
Can you spare 4 hours once a month? Seeking a feeding partner for Dave (Monday), Phil (Monday) and
Ryan (Wednesday). Also seeking feeding teams (2 people per team, one person with an AWD/4WD) on
Wednesday, Friday or Saturday. To find out more, please contact Sue: (email) hehofeeder@gmail.com or
0456 991 296.
●

●

●

Insect Survey
Members are invited to take part in the inaugural YNCR insect survey.
Conducted in conjunction with the Entomological Society, we hope to make this a yearly event on
the calendar and learn more about the invertebrate life of the reserve.
Saturday 17th September 2016. 1pm till 11pm.
Stay for the whole time or just a few hours.
BYO food and drink – in the event of heavy rain the survey will be cancelled.
Please RSVP by the 14th September to Sue Bendel via FOHH office 5964 8341 or email
heho1@optusnet.com.au
●

●
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●

Landcare for Cyclists event on World Environment Day
2016
We had a dozen cyclists turn up, planted 1000 local plants back along the trail and got 4 enquiries
regarding Landcare membership. A huge thanks to Upper Yarra Landcare Group and the Network
Volunteers that helped bring the day together. We are grateful to the PPWCMA for the community grant
supporting this project and the Victorian State government for supporting Landcare facilitators

Contacts

President
Secretary

Bob Anderson
Marita Hanigan
Alan Clayton

Bruce Quin
DSE ornithologist
FoHH Co-ord
Newsletter Editor

Bruce Quin
James Frazer
Sandra Turnley

Vice-President
Treasurer
Sue Bendel
Robin Young

Richard Case
Susan Mc Veigh
Vivian Price
Jeff Dickinson

Nursery Manager Michelle Faram
Merchandise
Debbie Mitchell
e: hehonewsletter@gmail.com

To contact Bruce directly 5954 4010
Richard Case 9720 4062
To contact any of the above, call the office on 5964 8341
e: heho1@optusnet.com.au
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
street address : 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139
postal address : PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139

YV Landcare Network Co-ord

Anne Fitzpatrick 0488 766 113
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e: YVLandcare@bigpond.com

The Depot Swamp revegetation project is now on the home stretch, with a total (at
time of writing) of 16,307 tube stock planted between April - August. This leaves 4540
tube stock remaining to plant to meet our target of 20,847 at this site. With a further 9
groups and a community planting day booked in (the ‘Hehodown’ - date TBA), we are
likely to comfortably reach this target. Kudos to Michelle, Shirley and our Nursery volunteers for supplying
this large volume of plants. Assistance in the field from 13 work placement students since the beginning of
the year has ensured all planting days have run smoothly and planted large numbers of tube stock.
A particular highlight this year has been the two shared planting days we have held with the Friends of the
Leadbeater’s Possum, building on a previous shared day last year. Helmeted Honeyeaters and Leadbeater’s
Possum occupy similar habitats so I’m looking forward to future collaborations geared towards directly
benefiting both species. ‘Two-for-the-price-of-one Conservation’! Thanks also to FoLBP’s Sue Bendal for
the post-planting BBQs!

In addition to our works at the Depot Swamp, a
further 15,500 plants will be planted for us by
Greening Australia contractors at several sites
upstream of the Depot Shed. These plantings will aim
to re-establish dense shrub thickets suitable for Heho
nesting sites in future years. This will take total
revegetation output for the year to 36,347 plants.
Approximately 10,000 more than we planted last
year! In total 4.4ha of habitat on Woori Yallock creek
will be revegetated this year. All the above works are
funded under a single $108,000 grant provided by the
Commonwealth Government 20 Million Trees
Program.
A generation of community revegetation effort’:
Top image- looking at Depot Shed from Shield Rd 1973
Lower image - looking from approximate same location 2016

Planning for next year
Looking forward to next year, I’m currently preparing project submissions for more works at the 3.2ha site,
as well as some targeted revegetation for strategic patches of habitat our growing Heho population may
disperse to.
Finally, I’ve also prepared a submission to a Victorian State Parliamentary Inquiry into the use of
community hunting organisations for control of pest animals on Crown land. I’ve highlighted the serious
impacts deer (Sambar & Fallow) are having on Heho and Leadbeater’s Possum habitat, and the
impossibility of successful revegetation in the absence of effective deer control. In the absence of an
increase in works area for culling within Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve, and an extension to
cooperating private land, deer exclusion fencing will remain the gold standard for revegetation at
Yellingbo.
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Revegetation program outputs to date:
~
~
~
~

16,307 tubestock planted April - August
Approx 1.6ha revegetated
22 groups engaged, totalling 425 people
9 more planting groups booked in between now and the 1st week of November, plus 1 scheduled
community planting day.

This Winter has given us a mixed time of planting, site protection and some strange
weeds.
The Reveg Day of the 12th of June was spent on the McColls Swamp Restoration Project. We were back on
the main island, which we had planted with Mountain Swamp Gum, using the boat, at the General Meeting
on 1 December 1996. We also worked on the island immediately south of that.
The first job was to remove a large Inkweed, which was easily done and then search for others. None were
found on the site but later, we removed a couple of small ones near the shed that had entrenched
themselves in the rock. After that we planted some 300 shrubs, the Hamilton tree planters working well in
the mostly soft soil. Brown Tree Frogs and Victorian Smooth Froglets called nearby and Magpies,
Butcherbirds and Pied Currawongs called from the trees.
In the afternoon, we continued planting and sawed down a couple of Firethorns that had been found
during the weed check. We’ll add these to the monitor list to see if they regrow.
On the 10th of July we returned with a different agenda. In June, we had noticed a number of small trees
planted under a power line. This was the one a branch fell onto and caused the fire that burnt out McColls
Swamp on the 5th of December 2006 (see Autumn 2007 Newsletter). With garden forks, we gently eased
these trees out of the soil and carried them in buckets away from the power line, where they were
replanted.
Common Froglets were also calling today, along with Grey Shrike-thrush, White-throated Treecreeper and
Eastern Spinebill. Without binoculars, a silhouette against the grey sky puzzled us, until it gave it’s call, a
White-eared Honeyeater.
The 14th of August started a rubbish pick up at Parslows Bridge. Various honeyeaters, thornbills and others
were very active in the tree tops in the warm weather. A squeaky
●
●
●
call drew my attention to a brilliant Azure Kingfisher, sitting on a
creek-side branch, bobbing it’s head and occasionally flying along
the creek, apparently alone.
The main job today was weeding. At our first stop at Vim Alley, we
parted four small Bulbil Watsonia from the soil, a fairly tenacious
weed we have been working on for some time, and with eventual
success. Moving on, we came to some New Zealand Flax. At one
stage there were a few of these on the Woori Yallock Creek and I
wanted to see how easy they are to get rid of, so with great
difficulty we pulled out two of the patches and left them to dry.
Depending on whether they re-shoot we may be able to eliminate
this weed from the Reserve.
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Sunday 11 September
Sunday 9 October
Sunday 13 November
Sunday 11 December
All start from the Nursery
at 10.00am and are
automatically cancelled on
Total Fire Ban days
●

●

●

Looking through the binoculars, I saw a Tree Tobacco growing on the other side of the creek, bad news as
we had previously gotten rid of all known specimens of this. We walked up the creek, looking for more NZ
Flax or Tree Tobacco but didn’t find any. We did find some Red Hot Poker which had escaped into the bush
from the depot area, so we will add that to the list. Picking up old planting rubbish along the way, we
found a beer bottle that had been buried under about 15cm of flood debris and was re-exposed by the
collapse of a section of creek bank!
After lunch, we returned to the Tree Tobacco on the other side of the creek. Not only was there more than
one, there was one hectare of it! Mostly small (less than 60cm) but with some up to 2m, although thinstemmed so not very old. We pulled out the larger ones Then we stopped to get a fix on where we were
and look at possible alternative entrance points. We had pulled out about half of the Tree Tobacco, but it
was the easy half, being larger and easier to see. All came out of the ground easily and completely and
none had flowers or seeds. The source of this infection remains a mystery.
We finished the day by looking at the Wandering Trad which had been sprayed around September 2015. It
was a thorough job but some is starting to come back now.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the FRIENDS OF THE HELMETED HONEYEATER INC.
Saturday 22nd October 2016 at 11 am for a noon BBQ at the Depot shed
We will provide meat, veggie burgers, tea, coffee, bread etc. So we can cater, please ring the office on
5964 8341 and leave a message let us know you are coming or send an email.
Please bring a salad or dessert to share, BYO cups, plate’s cutlery etc.
AGM Meeting will follow, including Committee elections and reports.
Nomination forms are attached and need to be submitted to the Secretary prior to the AGM.
Guest Speaker Bram Mason will present his talk “Bjarne K Dahl Trust, history, evolution and future”
All our merchandise will be on display and available for purchase. Pre-orders with payment welcomed.
GOOD NEWS Deductible Gift Recipient Status
On the 5th May 2016 we received notification that the group has earned Deductible Gift Recipient status.
We had been working on this for a while as some of you are aware so it was well received. DGR, as it is
commonly referred to, means that all our donors can now claim tax deductions for gifts to us on their
income tax returns. And that is not only good for all our members who so generously donate year in year
out, it will also enable the group to more easily seek and secure funding from a range of Philanthropic
trusts and individuals that we have not had access to in the past. So our current and expanding range of
projects can now receive a boost from a breadth of sources enabling us to spread our wings alongside our
little feathered friends.
Marita Hanigan
DONATIONS are very important to us. Thank you for your generosity.
Maryanne Anderson
Janet Flinn
Ritchies Supermarket IGA
Myer Fund
Manuela Cornwall
Jean Land
Jane Morton Colbert
5th Brunswick Joey Scouts
Peter Anderson
Ray Radford
Gembrook Primary School
Wanallock CWA
Mr Williamson
Bram Mason
Kate & Stephen Shelmerdine Family Foundation
Don’t forget: if you shop at IGA, you can nominate the Friends group on your community benefits card
and 0.5% of your shopping dollars will be directed to us.
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Usually, the first signs that this may be
occurring are when a bird holds up it’s leg
(see image). The next largest commercially
available band available, size 5, is too large
and these cause other injury types.

ST. Did you see leg band constriction injuries before 2011?
BQ. Yes, but because we are doing more intensive banding and
monitoring now, the issues have become clearer. Back in 2005
and 2006 we trialled cutting down size 5 metal bands to a notional
size 4.5. The birds banded with these have lived to a good age and
we haven’t seen any negative effects of these bands.
However, I am definitely not a fine detailed, metal work specialist!
It was time-intensive work to cut down tiny bands and the quality
of the end product was hit and miss. Many bands needed to be
discarded. They needed to be perfect. We also introduced what
we call a split colour band where two colours are on one band.
These reduce the number of bands used but there are not many
colour variations available in these (image of ‘white/dark blue
split’).

ST. How are you aiming to eradicate the leg injuries?
BQ. Bird banders working with other species are also starting to
report similar injuries to ABBBS. In consultation with ABBBS, we are actively working to eliminate band
constriction injuries in two ways, by reducing the number of bands on each leg to just one and by
increasing the bands to a consistent 3.8mm internal diameter. There lies our challenge. When discussing
this with the HeHo Recovery Team, Neville Walsh,
the Teams botanist had one of the answers. A
jeweller. Of course! Size 5 Orange-bellied Parrot
bands have been perfectly cut done for us by
Steve Walsh. Thank you Steve! The captive bred
birds destined for release in September 2016 have
had one of these bands placed on their right leg
(image of ‘Metal Green X’). This breeding season,
new fledglings will receive this band type. Our
challenge now is to find a way of decreasing the
left leg banding. Our wish is to find a way of
colouring the ABBBS plain metal band, without
obscuring the embossed individual coding it
contains. We can then cease using the colour
band that indicates the hatch site. If you know
how we can do this, please contact Bruce Quin.
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https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=friends%20of%20helmeted%20honeyeater
https://www.facebook.com/Helmeted-Honeyeater-1408866722662521/?fref=ts

Macclesfield Primary School students beat the rain this
morning, planting 850 habitat plants by lunchtime. This
school has been a long-term partner in Heho recovery,
planting thousands of plants and producing numerous
young environmental leaders over the years

Great to welcome back Wandin Yallock primary school
today. The students examined revegetation planted by
their school 2 years ago, some of the plantings now over
3m tall. This was followed by the students joining up an
impressive tubestock pot snake after planting 500 plants
at the depot swamp.

A productive day yesterday with the Convoy of Conservation.
Participants planted 1000 tubestock seedlings to establish a
dense thicket of shrubs. This will hopefully provide future
nesting resources for our growing Helmeted
Honeyeater population. These resources may come on line
faster than we expect, last year we recorded Hehos colonise and
begin nesting in 4 year old revegetation! A big thank you to
Convoy organisers, it's always a pleasure to host your group.

Trust for Nature Last week some of our staff were very, very
fortunate to see the Helmeted Honeyeater (Lichenostomus
melanops cassidix) in the wild. 'They came whizzing right past our
heads!' exclaimed one of our staff, 'and were so vibrant.' A very
big thank you to the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Group
for organising this special visit. Photo: Ben Cullen
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100% of proceeds go to our on-ground projects to save this special species
Cost

No. required

Sub-total

Mugs
Ceramic mug with Helmeted Honeyeater

Pick-up only

$10

'Hilton hunts for a home' picture book
'Luna the leadbeater's possum"

Special offer
Hard cover

$10 ***
$5
$30 ***

'Luna the leadbeater's possum"

Soft cover

$15 ***

Books
'Yellingbo - a special place'

Cards Available are the photos of birds taken by
members and we still have a limited number of
the plant paintings.

All with pale yellow
background

Clothing

Sizes available

Polo fleece beanies:
 Blue with Pink Heath (epacris impresso)
 Green with Helmeted Honeyeater

Size fits all

Polo shirt- smart slate blue, ladies / CHILD size
Polo Shirt - smart slate blue, mens
Polar fleece Vest - Blue
Polar fleece Jacket – Green. Keep warm this
winter in our cosy, comfortable fleece jackets
with the HeHo bird emblem.

10, 12, 14 ,16
l, xl, xxl, xxxl
xl
m & l only

Canvas hat - Bone HH emblem, brim 20 cms
Canvas hat - Green - HH emblem, brim 20 cms
Bone bucket hat
CAPS, bone brushed cotton dark green, suede
brim (like the original ones)

59, 61
57,
Size fits all

$10
$10

Total
20% postage & handling ***see below to
contact HeHo first to get a price for heavier orders

TOTAL TO PAY

1.

$2 each
or 6 for
$10

$20
$25
$30
$45 ***

$10
$10
$8
$10

........................................................................
........................................................................
..................................................................................

2.

3.

4.

5.

What beautiful pictures of our State
emblem
Images 1 2 3 5 taken by Kim
Wormald
Image 4

taken by Shellie Drysdale

Payment options
1. By post. Please mail this form and your payment to:
Att: Merchandise officer

***Postage cost inquiry required: 5964 8341

Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater

PO Box 131, Woori Yallock, VIC 3139

2. Online banking. Please email or post this completed order form when paying through online banking
E: heho1@optusnet.com.au
Account name: Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc Running account
Bank: Bendigo Bank, Woori Yallock. BSB: 633 000 Account number: 138839170
Reference field: Please write ‘Merchandise order’ AND your full name so we can identify the payee
and send your order without delay.
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Acacia brownii
Heath Wattle
Our groundcover wattle,
spreading 1 - 2 metres.
Just starting to flower now

Cyathea australis
Rough Tree Fern
15 metres high.
Likes well drained soil and a
shady position

https://www.anbg.gov.au/gnp/in
terns-2003/cyathea-spp.html

●

●

●

Copyright
All illustrations and images are copyright and must not be used in any form or by any means be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted without prior written approval.

●

●
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