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There is an old saying that goes something along the lines of ‘by standing on 
the shoulders of a giant, one can see just that little bit further ahead’. Such is 
the case with the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater. The Friends which was 
formed in 1989 is really just the latest incarnation of a decade’s long campaign 
to save the Helmeted Honeyeater from extinction. The work the Friends has 
done since its beginning has been built on top of the ones who came before. 
 

Preceding the Friends were groups such as the Bird Observers Club, the Royal 
Australasian Ornithologists Union and the Victorian Ornithological Research 
Group. In combination over a period of fifteen years from 1952 to 1967, these 
groups surveyed and studied Helmeted Honeyeaters and made strong 
recommendations to government that there was a dire need to protect the 
habitats of the last remaining populations of Helmeted Honeyeaters. Those 
areas were centred around the township of Yellingbo.  
 

In a newly published book by the Friends called “A Reserve for 
a Bird”, the earlier years of the campaign are captured via 
newsletter snippets that chronicle some of the work of the 
Helmeted Honeyeater Survey, later known as Survey Cassidix. 
This survey ran from 1952 to 1962 and was succeeded by 
further survey work by the Victorian Ornithological Research 
Group between 1962 and 1967. Ultimately this led to 
departmental and government action, captured in the book 
through a series of letters and media releases.  
 

The first reservations for the conservation of the Helmeted Honeyeater at Yellingbo began in 1965 on the 
Cockatoo and Sheepstation Creeks but it was not until the 26th April 1967 (50 years ago to this year of 
2017) that the Yellingbo State Faunal Reserve (later Nature Conservation Reserve) was gazetted with the 
addition of the Woori Yallock Creek arm. Further additions roughly doubling the size have been added 
since then. 
 

In those days it was not sure whether the Helmeted Honeyeater would last a few years let alone fifty years 
into the future. They are still with us, tentatively, but arguably in similar, if not more numbers then when 
the Reserve was created. This is a tribute to all the people, whether professional scientists or community 
volunteers that have worked to this goal. 
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The event held on 8th December 2017 was a fitting tribute to the 150 years that our little bird has been 

officially identified and protected from the deterioration of its natural habitat. 
 

 

What an amazing event. Although the anniversary was 
rescheduled from the Friday before due to warnings of storms 
and floods it did not deter from proceedings. 
The depot shed was abuzz with activity as dignitaries and He Ho 
members perused the history of the bird. Wall charts described 
the history of the Helmeted Honeyeater from the first 
description in 1867 by John Gould to the establishment of a 
reserve in 1967. The Helmeted Honeyeaters ornithological 
name was eventually decided in 1975. Lichenostomus melanops 
cassidix. 

 

 

Also on display in the depot shed were artworks from the 
Ambassador schools- Berwick Lodge PS & Macclesfield PS. 
Magnificent paintings in all mediums were on display  and 
certainly created a spectacle of colour.   
Outside, dressed in wet weather gear, the Mayor of the Yarra 
Ranges Council, President and Vice President of the Friends of 
the Helmeted Honeyeater, the Nursery Manager and our Senior 
Ornithologist welcomed the Honourable James Merlino, Deputy 
Premier and State Labour Member for Monbulk and the 
Honourable Christine Fyffe the State Liberal Member for Evelyn. 
 

 

 

When all were assembled they made their way to the marquee 
so that the formal proceedings could begin.  
Once the expectant chatter had quietened down Bob Anderson, 
President of FOHH, opened the proceedings by acknowledging 
the traditional owners of the land, past and present, and 
introducing the members of Parliament, personages from the 
Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Association, the Healesville 
Sanctuary, and Bruce Quin, Senior Ornithologist, representing 
DELWP. 
 

 

 

The Honourable James Merlino, who has been a great 
Ambassador for the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater since 
2002, introduced Parks Victoria, Trust for Nature, the National 
Landcare Program and Port Phillip and Western Port CMA. He 
then commented that this date also marked the 50th 
Anniversary of the establishment of the Yellingbo Nature 
Reserve, and that the Helmeted Honeyeater “... is our State bird 
emblem and we must do everything we can possibly do to 
ensure that the species grows, that we protect and expand its 
habitat and that is a never ending  program for us”.  
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Christine Fyffe & James Merlino with Bob Anderson 
 
 
 

James Merlino gifted copies of the recently released book “A 
Reserve for a Bird” to distinguished members of the Helmeted 
Honeyeater team. Jeff Dickinson, author of the new book told 
of his interest in discovering the history of the Helmeted 
Honeyeater and hoped that the book would reflect the 
enormous work that has gone into protecting this vulnerable 
bird and its habitat.  
 

Alma Mitchell  received a copy in recognition of her significant 
contribution to the book 

 

 

 
Jeff introduced Don Saunders who had been a great source of 
knowledge for the book and Don told how a survey was 
introduced by the Bird Observers Club in the 1950’s to 
determine the number of remaining birds. In the 60’s the bird 
was found to be rare and endangered due to loss of habitat and 
in May 1965 land was set aside around Cockatoo Creek, 
Sheepstation Creek and Woori Yallock Creek for the Yellingbo 
State Wildlife Reserve 
 

Bruce Quin received a copy of the book, and gave a quick rundown on the status of the birds. It had been 
an excellent breeding season for the Helmeted Honeyeater. Approximately 200 birds had been sighted and 
Bruce is encouraged that these numbers will increase over the next season. 
Bob Anderson then acknowledged the 2.3 hectares of land that had been purchased called Burrungma Biik 
which appropriately translates as “Misty Lands”. Being a flood plan it has many of the features required for 
successful breeding of the Helmeted Honeyeater. 
 
 

 

 

Victoria Marles, CEO of Trust for Nature, stressed how important 
this latest parcel of land is for the ongoing success of the 
breeding program and also for the endangered Leadbeaters 
Possum. Some restoration of the site will be needed. She noted 
how important collaboration between conservation groups, 
individuals and government bodies has contributed to the 
increase of the reserve.  
 

 
Peter Hannaford of the Judith Eardley State Wildlife Association was pleased that another piece of the 
newly acquired land, Bilagal – Jeanne Wilcox Reserve has also come under “the protective wing of the 
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater”. He thanked the friends for the excellent work they do and that the 
Centre is pleased the land has been included in the safety of the Yellingbo Reserve.  He acknowledged the 
special dedication that the late Jeanne Wilcox had given to the Judith Eardley Wildlife Centre. 
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James Merlino presented Bob Anderson with a framed plaque 
commemorating the 150th Anniversary and the 2.3 hectares of 
purchased land. He thanked Bob warmly for all the wonderful 
work he has contributed as President over the years. 
 

It was now time for the highly anticipated event. The unveiling 
of the Helmeted Honeyeater murals. Rain threatened but 
everyone gathered around the black screens which shielded the 
murals from public view. James Merlino had the honour of 
unveiling the pictures and with the help of the children from 
Macclesfield Primary pulled the cord and the screen fell away. 
 

 

 

It was now time for the highly 
anticipated event. The unveiling 
of the Helmeted Honeyeater 
murals. Rain threatened but 
everyone gathered around the 
black screens which shielded the 
murals from public view. James 
Merlino had the honour of 
unveiling the pictures and with 
the help of the children from 
Macclesfield Primary pulled the 
cord and the screen fell away. 
 

The beautifully crafted pictures 

of our Helmeted Honeyeater 

were revealed.  

 

The crowd were enchanted.  

Jimmy of Graffix Creative was 

duly congratulated for producing 

such a true likeness and colourful 

mural of our famous bird. 

 

The rain had now started and so 

the children of Macclesfield 

primary were ushered into the 

depot shed where they 

performed a lovely rendition of 

the very catchy Helmeted 

Honeyeater Song.  

 

 

 

 

 

Image: Facebook Helmeted Honeyeater 

https://www.facebook.com/Helmeted-Honeyeater-1408866722662521/?hc_ref=ARThO0GrT0bCdy_WqQY4lI15xrpvnehmop55j4QUXY1uruLUCUeGvj_GuVyx3lv0TuE&fref=nf
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A further surprise awaited in the refreshment marquee. A cake fashioned 

as a Helmeted Honeyeater complete with yellow and black feathers 

formed the centre piece of a huge array of food.  

The cake marked the 150th Anniversary and cheers were heard as Bruce 

Quin cut the cake. 

 It was not long after this that the party dispersed.  James Merlino and 
other dignitaries returned to their cars which left plenty of food for the 
remaining guests and of course to sample the cake.  
 

 
Unless otherwise stated, all images: Graeme Edwards 

 Twin Celebrations 

Friday, December 1st was to be the big day when the Friends planned to celebrate 50 

years of the existence of Yellingbo Reserve and the 150 years since the Helmeted 

Honeyeater was officially named. Warnings of unusually heavy rains meant that 

December 1st had to be cancelled. Plans were put in jeopardy and we were so sorry 

when we could not advise some of our travelling friends in time. By the time you read this report we will 

have celebrated on Friday, 8th December.  

This is the time to thank people who ensured that the celebration was one to be remembered. Jeff 

Dickinson compiled the book “A Reserve for a Bird”, hunted high and low for archival material and 

organised a visual story with wonderful photographs and maps. His endeavour provided a remarkable 

result. The activities allied to the celebration were organised by Marita Hanigan. The exciting children’s art 

work, the grand gigantic Helmeted Honeyeater murals and the catering were some of her great work. Alma 

Mitchell provided the Friends with wonderful source material of the input by BOCA to assist with the 

setting up of the Reserve. Don Saunders tracked down much of the official history and Ian Smales had an 

on the spot view of the early days of the Reserve.  Both Don and Ian were careful proof readers for the 

book. A special thankyou goes to The Hon James Merlino who made himself available for December 8th 

when he launched the book and unveiled the majestic Helmeted Honeyeater murals. His availability for the 

Friends is well recognised. There were many Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater who assisted the working 

group. Your help was greatly appreciated. 

Jeanne Wilcox Reserve 

On Thursday, 7th December a group of Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Association folk came to Yellingbo to 
unveil a plaque to commemorate the work that Jeanne Wilcox had put in to conservation work. When 
Jeanne died recently funds were provided by JESWA for the Friends to purchase land at 735 Macclesfield 
Road. The almost 20 hectares will make an important addition to the Yellingbo Reserve and the plans to 
release Helmeted Honeyeaters in the future. JESWA has assisted the Friends to help save our State Bird 
with two other land purchases and with funds for revegetation. It is absolutely amazing that volunteers at a 
second hand shop in Healesville have been able to assist the Friends so much. JESWA has been able to 
support other conservation programs both here and overseas.  They will be greatly missed because the 
shop is closing down.  
 

Goodbye 

Wendy and I leave for Gippsland mid-December. The 28 years that I have had as an active Friend have been 
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exciting and stimulating. At the first meeting that I attended in July 1989 I was impressed by the 
enthusiasm for conservation and the willingness to volunteer. This has not diminished. You have been 
wonderful people to work with over many projects. I thank you sincerely. 
 

Robert Anderson 

 

“ The FOHH Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank Bob for all his work – words alone 
cannot express how deep and wide this gratitude is, he is one of those Giants who shoulders we have 
stood on and we have seen further under his vision. We extend this thanks to Wendy not only for lending 
her husband for so long but also being a vital and vibrant part of the team herself. Members meeting will 
not be the same without her.  We wish them all the best for their new life on flatter land and look 
forward to updates of their new adventures. We are taking this time to review and renew how the 
committee functions and in the early part of the new year the committee will be working towards a 
revitalised 5 year plan which will include business modelling and strategic direction along with structured 
committee portfolios and a reworking of the presidential role.” 

 
 
 

2017/2018 breeding season 
As I write this article (1st December 2017), parts of Victoria are being hit by potentially flood-producing rain 
and we can only hope that Helmeted Honeyeater pairs with active nests at Yellingbo Nature Conservation 
Reserve cope. The long-term effect of this severe weather on the length and reproductive output of the 
2017/2018 Helmeted Honeyeater breeding season is uncertain. However, up until this point in time, some 
of the most significant outcomes during the lifetime of the intensive Recovery Program, which began in 
1989, have been reached during this current breeding season. 
 

A record number of breeding territories (33) have been recorded and several more are expected to be 
confirmed. Amongst the 66 breeding individuals, 23 are nesting for the first time which implies at least a 
similarly high number of breeding pairs for future breeding seasons, assuming habitat quality and extent 
continue to increase. 
 

For the 2017/2018 breeding season, 38 fledglings have been confirmed and some of these young have 
been produced by pairs without prior breeding experience. It is possible that the record number of 68 
fledglings produced during the 2015/2016 breeding season may be eclipsed. 
 

Significantly, two pairs have successfully bred near the north end of Cockatoo Swamp without 
supplementary feeding. The four birds have naturally colonised habitat dominated by Manna Gum 
(Eucalyptus viminalis) and it is no coincidence that the area has the largest patch of Prickly Currant-bush 
(Coprosma quadrifida), a key nest plant species for Helmeted Honeyeaters, in the reserve. 
 

A second breeding pair has formed at a Cockatoo Swamp site where a single breeding territory has existed 
since the 2011/2012 breeding season. The experienced pair at this location has already produced two 
fledglings and we hope that the new pair will also breed successfully before the end of the season. The two 
pairs did have supplementary food available during the eight week period that the 2017 release group of 
Helmeted Honeyeater was being acclimatized to the site. 
 

Eight unhatched eggs have been collected from six completed nests for investigation as to whether the 
eggs were fertile, and if so, what was the reason for death of the embryo. The results of this investigation 
will appear in a future He Ho Herald article. 
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2017 Release of Captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters 

The release was to occur on the 6th September 2017, but was delayed one week because of wet and windy 
weather conditions forecast for that and the following days. Weather on the 13th September was perhaps 
slightly better than that of the previous week but only just! There was intermittent rain and wind and a 
brief hail and thunder storm. Considering the regime imparted on this year’s release (phasing out of 
supplementary food after the release group spending just one night in an on-site aviary) and the time since 
the release, the outcome can be regarded as successful to date. 
 

Three of four Helmeted Honeyeaters released on the 13th September were known to be alive 
approximately two months post-release, at 10 days post-cessation of supplementary feeding at the 2017 
release site. 
 

The next edition of He Ho Herald will have an update on the 2017/2018 breeding season and 2017 release 
of captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters. Thank you very much to all of you for assisting the Helmeted 
Honeyeater Recovery Program during 2017. I look forward to working with everyone in 2018.  
 

Bruce. 

 

The Yellingbo bush is always different. The sounds change. Newly hatched insects buzz 
and surround you in their cloud of wings. Re-turning seasonal bird species announce 
they have arrived. The landscape changes. Each week different plants are putting on a 
show of flowers or fruit. At other times, a new gap in the landscape appears where a branch or whole plant 
once stood. The expectation is that the gap allows for renewal, and is not the beginning of decline.  
 

Our volunteer feeding group is a little bit like that. People’s circumstances change, and they come and go. 
We are very fortunate however that we have more people join the program than end their much-valued 
involvement. There is constant renewal, with people bring their own skills, life experiences, knowledge and 
enthusiasm into the group.                           

 
 
The supplementary feeding program itself doesn’t stand still either, 
adapting to the recovery needs of the bird that we are supporting. 
At the beginning of November, we completed a phased 
implementation of a number of changes to the program. We have 
decreased the number of days we provide supplementary food 
(now 5 days at 4 sites, but maintaining 4 days at 1 site), and we have 
decreased the amount we provide. The changes were due largely to 
the fact that the bush is looking its healthiest since the millennium 
drought ended in 2009, and the birds were less reliant on the 
commercial nectar mix we provide. It’s always interesting, and 
encouraging, knowing that the birds prefer their naturally sourced 
food, and will leave what we are ‘topping up’ with if they can find 
what they need from the bush. That’s our ultimate wish, a 
redundant supplementary feeding program! The challenge for all of 
us is for there to be enough suitable habitat for the now large 
population at Yellingbo (see Bruce Quin’s field report) to move into, 
and to support their breeding.  
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It was with mostly joy on 15 November that I was able to spend the 
morning with Bob Anderson on his last supplementary feeding day 
before he and his wife Wendy (to whom we are eternally grateful for 
sharing her life and husband with us) head off to new adventures in 
Gippsland. He was helping me induct new people into the feeding 
program.  
 

Bob was one of the first supplementary feeding volunteers at both 
Bunyip State Park when captive bred Helmeted Honeyeaters were 
first released there in 2001, and then at Yellingbo NCR in 2006. 
Almost every Thursday morning since, rain or shine, Bob has been 
part of the feeding team.   
 

While out with Bob, I commented on the profuse flowering this year 
of the Woolly Tea-Tree Leptospermum lanigerum and the Scented 
Paperbark Melaleuca squarrosa. We love to see those plants 
prospering as they are well utilised by Helmeted Honeyeaters for 
nesting, seeking refuge and sourcing food. In fact, over 17 years of 
data tells us that those two species alone account for just under 44% 
of the shrubs chosen for nests in Yellingbo. With his 28+ years 
knowledge of the Yellingbo bush trumping my 12+ years knowledge, 

Bob reflected for a moment and thought the lanigerum always flowered well, but the squarossa was 
having a great flowering year. We then went on to talk about other areas where we’d noticed lots of it 
flowering. I’ll miss those chats, but Bob has always been generous with his knowledge and time, and many 
of us now benefit from that wisdom. Some days in the reserve though, are just not like any other.  
Would you like to know more about what being a supplementary feeder entails? We are currently looking 
for people who can join the weekday roster. Please contact Sue: (email) hehofeeder@gmail.com or 0456 
991 296 (mobile).                                                                                                                       Images Brue Tardif                                                                                                                           

As another year comes to an end it is a good time to take a quick look back at what 
went on at the HeHo Nursery during the year 2017. 
There was a hot start to January with temperatures in the high 30’s and endless 
daily watering and close maintenance of our irrigation system needed to ensure 
that no stock was lost.  
 

20mm of welcome rain came overnight on the 19th of January relieving the 
pressure and allowing us to top up our tanks. 
The year began with preparations for the upcoming planting season in late March.               
With nearly a full house of tube stock there was lots of maintenance of stock, pruning, weeding and 
watering happening along with the sorting and washing of returned plastic tubes.                                  
 

There was also lots of stock shifting from the igloos to the outside areas, which is quite a challenge hen 
trying to put all the same species of plants into individual separate locations. A task which helps us when 
putting together orders down the track.    
                                                                                        

There was lots of seed sowing and the nursery team were busy producing more stock for the winter and 
spring orders as well as collecting seed for future propagation requirements. Our work schedule was 
interrupted on a couple of occasions with a Total Fire Ban and some Severe weather warnings, which 
forced the closure of the nursery.   
 

We took delivery of 4 metres of potting mix.   
 

mailto:hehofeeder@gmail.com
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As March began I went on annual leave before we got too busy with orders and Shirley Henderson looked 
after the nursery and volunteers.  
 

Order preparation and packing had started in earnest, while production and maintenance continued.  A 
group of students from the Wantirna campus of TAFE spent a day at the nursery sowing seeds, pricking out 
seedlings and doing cuttings. 
 

On the 7th of April 1,500 plants left the nursery to be planted at McColl’s Swamp, in the Yellingbo Reserve. 
The same day almost 3,800 plants were taken for a planting at Coranderrk.    
                 
Aquinis College students visited the nursery to lend a hand. Over two days at the end of the month 
Macclesfield Landcare collected over 8,000 plants for a series of community planting days.                   
By May plant sales in general had started to increase and the preparation and packing of plant orders was 
in full swing. A complete clean up the propagation benches and maintenance of the irrigation system were 
a priority. 
 

The month of June was extra busy with the end of 
financial year meaning the finalising of some orders, 
invoicing to be done along with a stocktake of the 
nursery and a seed stock stocktake also undertaken. 
 

At the beginning of July there was a massive frost, the 

worst we have experienced at the nursery in my 12 years 

here. There was a lot of damage to plants, even some in 

the igloos were affected.  

Plant orders we had picked out had to be redone and it 
was a major setback as we could not replace some 
species because they were all badly burnt even dead. There was also  
broken water pipes and sprinkler fittings. 
 

Another delivery of potting mix was needed. Work began on 
insulating the work area. 
 

Robin and John with newly installed door at the nursery work area 
to keep the cold out. 
 

Two work experience students from Parks Victoria spent a day 
helping in the nursery. 
 

Macclesfield Primary School students from our Ambassadors 
program visited the nursery in August and helped to produce lots of 
new plants from seedlings and cuttings as well as owing and collecting seeds.  
 

The Green Army team were also around to help and an OHS audit was  
conducted by Parks Victoria.    
 
August and September saw some unexpected enforced leave and again Shirley stepped up to look after the 
nursery and volunteers. Our nursery pump gave up and emptied the tank, probably it’s end was brought 
forward by the earlier severe frost as it had a cracked casing. 
 

Finally, the weather was starting to warm up and we enjoyed a visit from come state MP’s. The Green 
Army was busy weeding, planting and mulching our gardens. We held a Seniors Day event at the nursery.  
The nursery volunteers were still very busy and there were still lots of plants going out. 
Well over 80,000 plants have been produced this year and over 70,000 plants have been sent out in plant 
orders and for planting days in the Yellingbo Reserve, although I am yet to finalise the final year’s figures. 
Another great year!  
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With special thanks to everyone from the volunteers to fellow employees and members to the continued 
support of our committee.  
 

I would also like to thank Bob Anderson for his amazing vision, enthusiasm and inspiration, especially for all 
things HeHo and plant related. We will all miss your knowledge, guidance and support but you have taught 
us well and we will endeavour to keep up your good work.                                                 
Best wishes to you and Wendy.  
    

Noel Gross planting a tree in Dudley’s Corner at the Hehos members’ day 
on Saturday 25th Nov. 
In 2016 a planting was held to celebrate Dudley’s 90th birthday. 

The area has now been expanded to create a place of reflection and named 
‘Dudley’s Corner’, in honour of Dudley Gross. The garden is inspired by his 
enthusiasm for the environment and tireless work seed collecting and 
working in the Friends nursery. Dudley was a life and founding member of 
the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater. There were many people in 
attendance from various groups that Noel and Dudley were involved in, 
such as Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, Johns Hill Landcare, The 
Friends of Wright Forest and Friends of Wyperfeld. 

Contacts          President       vacant                             Vice-President         Alan Clayton  

                                    Secretary        Marita Hanigan             Treasurer             Suzanne Cox  
                                                             
                                   Committee     Sue Bendel                       Richard Case            Neil Wentworth     
                                                            Bruce Quin                       Robyn Young           Jeff Dickinson 
                                                            Steven Garth                   Shan Jasothoran     
                 

                DSE ornithologist            Bruce Quin          Nursery Manager  Michelle Faram 
                FoHH Co-ord                    Cecilia Imre          Merchandise           Debbie Mitchell 
                Newsletter Editor           Sandra Turnley                  e: hehonewsletter@gmail.com 
 Membership Secretary  Marita Hanigan 

Richard Case 9720 4062 
                                To contact any of the above, call the office on 5964 8341 

 

e: heho1@optusnet.com.au         www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au  

street address: 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139        postal address:  PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139 
 

YV Landcare Network Co-ord      Anne Fitzpatrick    0488 766 113     e: YVLandcare@bigpond.com 

file:///D:/Sandy/Helmeted%20Honeyeater/HEHO%20NEWSLETTERS/HeHoHerald%2017/16%20Winter%20hehoherald/hehonewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:heho1@optusnet.com.au
mailto:YVLandcare@bigpond.com
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Some great birds about this season as we 

wander around planting, weeding and seed 

collecting. I was greeted by a flight of Yellow-

tailed Black-Cockatoos as I rolled into the 

driveway on the 10th of September, a 

marvellous way to start the day. Our first job was to go over to 

Cockatoo Creek and remove the Gorse. We are not finding many 

large plants now, so we have achieved our first aim of stopping large 

quantities of new seed going into the environment. We removed 

about four bags of smaller plants so we have a few more years to go 

at these sites. As we worked an Eastern Whipbird called and we came 

across some Earth-stars growing on the track. A most dramatic 

fungus. 

In the afternoon we first went to the Vim Alley Watsonia patch but 

none were growing. The soil here is hard and it has been a bit of a 

struggle to eliminate them but we seem to be getting there. Moving 

on to the Montpellier Broom patch we removed a quarter of a bag of 

small ones, disappointing as we had not found any in the two 

previous years. The Wombat here is quite active and it was 

interesting to see a Garden Skink sunning itself on the mound outside a Wombat burrow. We walked 

downstream a little and heard a low "poor-poor-poor-poor" call; one of the calls of the Southern Boobook. 

We tried to see it but could not, so it may have been calling from one of the many hollows in this area. 

Finally we went up to the Pump take-off point and looked at the Tree Tobacco patch with binoculars across 

the swollen creek. There was some growing there but not much. And then we went home. 

On the 8th of October we grabbed some plants and headed down the creek to a planting cell just to the 

West of the old Woori Big Fence. Here we were infill planting under mixed age trees and shrubs. Some 

birds were seen here but with our focus on the ground many more were heard, including Fantailed Cuckoo, 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo and Shining Bronze-Cuckoo. Also of interest was an Australian Reed-Warbler 

calling and an Australian Shelduck fly by. 

With planting finished, we went to the Pump take-off Tree Tobacco patch. To my surprise there wasn't any, 

someone had beaten us to them! Thank you. We had to be content with removing a solitary Madeira 

Winter Cherry. I thought there were more of these here too. Thanks again to our mystery weeders! 

Going back down the flood-plain, we visited the Angled Onion patch to the North of the Plantathon '99 

site. A pleasant hour was spent here removing absolutely tiny ones, fiddly work but they only added up to 

an eighth of a bag. Not disheartened we removed the small number remaining on Shaw Road and finished 

off by pulling out more Angled Onion from a new site near the old woodshed. 

The Reveg Day of the 12th of November was an unusual day, with fog right through to Mount Evelyn and 

sunny at Yellingbo. Our first stop was a fallen Mountain Swamp Gum from which we collected a good 

amount of seed. Best birds at this spot were a Satin Flycatcher which kept us guessing for a few minutes 

and a distant Pallid Cuckoo calling. 

We noticed a Silver Wattle with ripening seed (a month early) and went on to Parslows Bridge to see how 

they were doing there. They were quite variable, some almost ripe and some still green. While there we 

were confronted with the large amount of rubbish which we felt compelled to do something about. It's out 

● ● ● 

           Sunday 10th 
December 

                Sunday 7th January 

    Sunday 11th February 

                 Sunday 4th March 

         
 

All start at 10.00am from the 

Nursery and are automatically 

cancelled if damaging winds (60 

kph), severe, extreme, total fire 

ban or code red are forecast for 

the Central District. Please check 

with Bureau of Meteorology at 

5.00 pm the day before. 

 

● ● ● 
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of control now with sackfuls of dead animal parts thrown in the creek and trailer loads of household waste 

as well as the usual cans, bottles and litter. A syringe was also found so be careful where you walk if 

visiting. On the plus side one of our group saw an Azure Kingfisher flying down the creek so it's good to 

know they are back. 

Over lunch we had the company of an Olive-backed Oriole calling nearby. There seem to be a few around 

this Spring. We then went down to our Large Quaking Grass removal area. The first couple of areas had 

very little, however section 4 (the T13 sign) seemed to be having a minor resurgence. While we weeded I 

pondered the ability of two large ant species to live in close proximity to each other. I know this because a 

Jumping Jack bit me on the finger and two minutes later a Bull Ant bit me on the leg. Just call me Lucky. All 

up we removed two bags of Quaking Grass and ended the day watching a Grey Butcherbird pair and two 

fledglings for a while. The adults kept flying to the paddock and returning with food items. Busy creatures. 

 

 
A Reserve for a Bird - Celebrating fifty years of a reserve  declared  for the 
conservation of the Helmeted Honeyeater at Yellingbo by Jeff Dickinson.  
The Cost is $30 but please hurry for your copy as it is a limited edition 
publication. All proceeds from the book go towards furthering the 
conservation needs of the Helmeted Honeyeater.     
 

Our new mug celebrating 150 yrs of the naming of the bird: $10.00 
 

2018 Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve calendars: $20 

Check out other  merchandise on page 15 

 

 

 

It has been a very enjoyable first year for me as Environmental Coordinator.  It has been 

eye opening to see how much can be achieved through volunteers is incredible. From the 

regular volunteers in the nursery, the Reveg crew on the weekends, the supplementary 

feeding team and all the volunteer’s groups that visit the reserve throughout the year. To 

see the smiling faces and fascination on the children’s faces that visit Yellingbo and look 

back at how many plants that they have planted in the day for the conservation of the Helmeted 

Honeyeater. 

What was achieved in 2017? 

 22,302 plants through volunteer planting effort within the reserve  

 140 hours in kind  

 29 groups engaged for planting and educational programs 

 600 individuals engaged in programs 

 

Thank you to Michelle, Shirley and all the volunteers in the nursery for the exceptional quality and quantity 

of plants that came out of the nursery this year. 
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Our two ambassador schools this year Macclesfield Primary and Berwick Lodge Primary have been a 

fantastic bunch of students. I wish them all the best and keep up the good work with spreading the word 

for the conservation of the Helmeted Honeyeater.  

 

 

 

 

Last planting group for the year 
FORD design, 1100 plants at Ewen rd 
site  
Images Cecilia Imre 
 

 

 

 

There are multiple revegetation projects in the planning for next year which will total 33,046 plants and 

weed control funding. These plantings will all be done through visiting volunteer groups. Let’s hope we can 

reach this target! Aiming high this year.  

I am happy to say that we have a new parcel of land to add to the reserve being 3.4ha in size which will be 

revegetated next year with 42,080 plants. This site will be called Burrungma Bik. With thanks to Port Philip 

and Westernport Catchment Management Authority (PPWCMA) and Trust for Nature for making this 

happen. 

The revegetation programs running next year, with thanks to the following funding sources: 

 DELWP Bio on-ground (Sheepstation creek and Ewen rd sites) 

 Melbourne Water (Ewen rd site) 

 Myer (Ewen rd site) 

 Threatened Species Recovery Fund (3.2ha site) 

 RE Ross Trust (Sheepstation creek site) 

 PPWCMA- Burrungma Bik (new 3.4ha site) 

I am very much looking forward to next year engaging with many more groups which include schools, 

corporate and community groups.  

Keep a look out on our Facebook page, website and email for upcoming revegetation days.  

 

If you are interested or know someone who 

would like to visit the reserve for an 

educational day learning about the Helmeted 

Honeyeater, its environment and take part in 

planting please contact me via email or 

telephone. 

 

 

Heho ambassadors visit to Healesville Sanctuary          
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are very important to us. Thank you for your generosity.  

 
Ritches Stores, WK, Nathaniel Huang, Stamps, JJ & DC Neylan, Paul Jones, Neil & 
Sherrie Wentworth, Flo Flood, Puta Pty Ltd (Neville Millar), Oxley Christian College,  
Matt Craig, James and Cathy Saint’ KAFOA (Keilor Activities for Older Adults),  Margaret Ross in memory  
of Dudley Gross  and Peter Berkovits to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Sandy and Gavin 
Davey 
  

Don’t forget: If you shop at IGA, you can nominate the Friends group on your Community 
Benefits card and 0.5 % of your shopping docket will be directed to us       
  

 
We would also like to acknowledge the Shire of Yarra Ranges for their ongoing support in 
the distribution of this newsletter.  

  

After working as editor for around 30 editions of the HeHo Herald from 2007 – 17, I feel it is time for a new 
face with new ideas to take over the Friends wonderful newsletter. 
I am willing and available to assist whoever volunteers to do the next HeHo Herald in the handover if 
required.        Sandra 
 
. 

Bob Anderson, out  in the Reserve  2016  
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 Cost Number 

required 

Sub-

total 

Mugs  Ceramic mug with Helmeted 
Honeyeater 

Pick-up only $10   

Books     

‘A Reserve for a Bird’  $30***   

'Yellingbo - a special place'  $10 ***   

'Hilton  hunts for a home' picture book Special offer $5      

'Luna the leadbeater's possum’ Hard cover $30 ***   

'Luna the leadbeater's possum’ Soft cover $15 ***   

Cards     

Available are the photos of birds taken by 
members and we still have a limited number 
of the plant paintings. 

All with pale yellow 
background 

$2 each 
or 6 for 
$10 

  

Clothing Sizes available    

Polo fleece beanies: Size fits all    

 Blue with Pink Heath (epacris impressa     

 Green with Helmeted Honeyeater     

Polar fleece Jacket – Green S, M, L & XL $45 ***   

Polar fleece Vest – Blue – new stock S, M, L & XL $35   

Polo shirt- smart slate blue, ladies / CHILD 
size 

10, 12, 14 ,16 $20   

Polo Shirt - smart slate blue, mens L, XL, XXL ,XXL $25   

Canvas hat - Bone  HH emblem,  brim 20 
cms 

59, 61   $10   

Canvas hat - Green - HH emblem, brim 20 
cms 

57 $10   

Bucket Hat- Bone Size fits all $8   

Caps - Bone brushed cotton  dark green, 
suede brim (like the original ones) 

 $10   

1.  2.  3.  

 

$2 each 

6  for $10 

  

Beautiful pictures of our State emblem  Images 1 2 3 5  - Kim Wormald      Image 4  - Shellie Drysdale   

  Total   

Plus 20% postage & handling  

***Postage cost inquiry required for heavier items:  5964 8341 

  

TOTAL TO PAY   

Payment options 

1. By post. Please mail this form and your payment to: 
               

 

  Att:  Merchandise officer      Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater      PO Box 131, Woori Yallock, VIC 3139 
 

2. Online banking. Please email or post this completed order form when paying through online banking 
E: heho1@optusnet.com.au 
Account name: Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc Running account 
Bank: Bendigo Bank, Woori Yallock   BSB: 633 000    Account number: 138839170 

   Reference field: Please write ‘Merchandise order’ AND  your full name so we can identify the payee and send your     
   Order without delay. 100% of proceeds go to our on-ground projects to save this special bird 

mailto:heho1@optusnet.com.au
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Thelionema caespitosum –  

Blue Grass-Lily 

Tufted herbaceous perineal, blue 

flowers on branched stems to 60cm 

high. Sept - Jan 

Image Michelle Faram 

 

 

 

 

Parsonsia brownie –  

Twining Silkpod 

 Vigorous climber with dark green 

leaves and yellow flowers. Sept – Jan 

Image Michelle Faram 

● ● ● 

Copyright 

All illustrations and images are copyright and must not be used in any form or by any means be 

reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted without prior written approval. 
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