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The Friends thank Judith Eardley  by Bob Anderson 

The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater wish to acknowledge the generous financial assistance that 
the Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Association (JESWA) has donated to the Helmeted Honeyeater 
Recovery Program in recent years. 
In November 2006 JESWA purchased a 
22 ha property with Woori Yallock Creek 
frontage for $305,000 that was once part 
of the former range of the Helmeted 
Honeyeater. Apart from some weed issues 
that are now being addressed, it is an 
intact property that will eventually provide 
habitat when Helmeted Honeyeaters will 
be released in the Woori Yallock section 
of the Yellingbo Reserve.  

Recently JESWA provided $75, 000 to 
assist in the purchase of another property. 
The State Government will provide the 
rest. This property is an important link to 
widen the Yellingbo Reserve at the 
confluence of the Cockatoo and Woori 
Yallock Creeks. Not only does JESWA assist the Helmeted Honeyeater, but it has financially 
supported other programs throughout Australia.  

JESWA has asked the Friends to support their conservation programs by seeking pledges from 
our membership. When a Friends member pledges money to JESWA, that donation will be 
acknowledged by returning the pledge money to the Friends and then matching it dollar for 
dollar to the Friends. There are no administrative costs as all funds are donated. If you can pledge a 
donation to JESWA, both our organisations will benefit. 

Pledges are being sought by JESWA for: 

3  Helmeted Honeyeater 3  Red-tailed Black Cockatoo 3  Orang-utang 3  Loggerhead Turtle 

On behalf of the Friends I would like to thank JESWA for their very generous 
support.                                                                                                 Continued  on back page 

Peter Hannaford & Jeanne Wilcox from Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Association 

with Sue Tardif and Steve Mitchell at the Judith Eardley Reserve in Silvan.. 
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New Members  
The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater would like to welcome to the 
group our new members: 
D. & A. Carew – Emerald  K. Alexander - Brighton  D. McMahon – 
Tonimbuk  S. Graham – Olinda  E. Wharton – Berwick   
M. Shackleford – Emerald  E. Ivan – Emerald P. Rye - Mentone  L. & 
G. Trensley - Avonsleigh  B. & G. Faram - Emerald  E. & K. 
Matheson - Mont Albert 
 
Thank you to the Shire of Yarra Ranges for their assistance with 
postage. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Donations -Thank you for your support. 
J. Rutherford (Stamp Collection Sale) 
 

Used stamp and cork donations - R Botten – Anakie 
 

Gift membership to R. Anker - Glen Waverley (P. Craig) 
 

Nursery & water capacity improvements 
D. & A. Carew, K. Alexander, I. Livingstone & J. Turton, S. 
Graham, V. Himmelreich, R. Walkley, 
T. Law, M. Shackleford & E. Ivan 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who has donated money to a nest 
surveillance camera for field work. We have reached our donation 
target and have ordered it. We expect to have the camera operational 
well in advance of the next HeHo breeding season. See full report next 
issue. Our member donations will now be directed toward much 
needed nursery and water capacity improvements. We thank you in 
anticipation of your continuing support – see the membership renewal 
page for further details 
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A View from the Swamp editorial comment 
 

May has been a month of much excitement – Birds released at Yellingbo and 
Tonimbuk, the launch of The Friends of Helmeted Honeyeater – the first 20 years 
history book and the  Anniversary Celebrations which were a resounding success, 
enjoyed by all who attended.  Congratulations to everyone involved in these 
wonderful success stories. 
Sandra 

 

 What’s on - Calendar of events 
 

June July August September 

Date Activity Date Activity Date Activity Date Activity 

Tues       2nd Nursery Sun 5th New 
Members’ day 

Tues      4th Nursery Tues       1st Nursery 

Thurs     4th Nursery Tues      7th Nursery Thurs   6th Nursery Thurs     3rd Nursery 

Tues       9th Nursery Thurs    9th  Nursery Sun  9th Reveg  Tues       8th Nursery 

  Sun       12th Reveg Tues     11th Nursery   

Thurs    11th Nursery Tues     14th Nursery Thurs   13th Nursery Thurs    10th Nursery 

Sun       14th Reveg Thurs   16th Nursery Tues     18th Nursery Sun       13th AGM & 
Members’ 
day 

Tues      16th Nursery   Wed     19h Newsletter 
deadline 

Tues      15th Nursery 

Thurs    18th Nursery Tues     21st Nursery Thurs    20th Nursery Thurs    17th Nursery 

      Sun       20th Reveg 

Tues      23rd Nursery Thurs   23rd Nursery  Tues      25th Nursery Tues      2nd Nursery 

Wed      24th Committee Tues     27th  Nursery Wed      26th Committee Wed      23rd Committee 

Thurs    25th Nursery Wed     22nd Committee Thurs    27th Nursery Thurs    24th Nursery 

 

Revegetation activities are held at differing locations around the Yellingbo Reserve and area. Activities may 
include tree planting, seed collecting or works around the nursery or reserve. Meet at the Yellingbo Ranger’s 
House, 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo (Melways Map 305 Ref. G11) at 10am. BYO  Lunch. Most 
equipment is supplied. For further information call Richard Case on 9720 4062.  

Nursery activities days are held at the Rangers House (see above). They run between 10am and 12pm, 
followed by (BYO) lunch. Work mainly involves the potting up of young seedlings. For further information 
contact our Nursery Manager, Michelle Faram on 5964 8341 
 

Nursery hours are the same throughout Summer on Tuesday and Thursday. There will be no Saturday sales 
from January until April. The Nursery is closed on all public holidays. 
 

Reminder: The AGM and Members’ Day will be held 

at Healesville Sanctuary on Sunday 13 September. 
Details in the Spring He Ho News. 

New growth on the trees at my 

places – a welcome sight! 



 Page 4 

The President’s report by Robert Anderson 

 
March Members’ Day 
The guest speaker, Rupert Baker senior veterinary surgeon from Healesville Sanctuary, spoke so well 
at the March meeting that he has been asked to return for another performance at the AGM on Sunday, 
13th September at the Sanctuary. 
Rupert has some fascinating insights into animal behaviour, particularly Helmeted Honeyeaters. Put 
this date in your diary for a special treat from Rupert. 
Nursery Manger’s Office 
Once upon a time, Michelle’s office was the Ranger’s Office and is now looking very sad. Ranger 
Miles Stewart-Howie arranged to have two trees removed close to the office. They were pronounced 
to be unsound. Against what I thought was my better judgement I reluctantly agreed. Miles was 100% 
correct. Before the arborist could do the deed they fell across the office roof. Now the office is covered 
by a huge tarpaulin and thanks to Parks Victoria the old roof will be replaced. 
Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Association 
The front page article about this association outlines the great work that they do for the environment. 
If you are able, I would urge you to support their work. I f you can make a visit to their second hand 
shop, browse around and see how they accomplish such outstanding results. 
Bird Releases 
What an exciting time! Tonimbuk had 13 Helmeted Honeyeaters released with plenty of media 
coverage, and Yellingbo had 12 birds released with less fanfare but with just as much excitement. 
Thanks to Karina Cartwright and her staff at Healesville for providing a record numbers of birds for 
the wild, and thanks to Bruce Quin for his preparations to receive the little beauties. It is difficult to 
describe the thrill of watching captive bred birds take flight and discovering that their environment is 
no longer bound by an aviary. 
Community Cabinet at Emerald 
On Tuesday, 19th May the Federal Cabinet visited Emerald and invited citizens of the area to attend a 
public meeting led by the Prime Minister Kevin Rudd. In addition, a request could be made for an 
interview with a Cabinet Minister. Sue and Bruce Tardif and I met with Minister Peter Garrett and his 
staff. On behalf of the Friends we chose to express our concerns about the Federal funding 
arrangements for the environment known as “Caring for Country”. We feel that small conservation 
groups miss out because of the way that the submissions are designed. We were well received, had our 
say and await developments. 
WE ARE TWENTY YEARS OLD 
Yippee! Lots of dedicated work by so many volunteers has ensured that the habitat for the Helmeted 
Honeyeater and for Leadbeater’s Possum continues to improve. Congratulations to you all! I maintain 
my optimism while the Friends continue to volunteer so willingly. 
 

Bob Anderson (the Friends), Karina Cartwright 
(Healesville Sanctuary), Mick Kealy (Parks Victoria) & 
Bruce Quin (DSE) cut the cake as representatives of the 
Operations Group of the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery 
Team. 
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 Coordinators’ Column by Sue and Bruce Tardif     

 

Nine fenced plots have recently been constructed and sprayed for weeds by our contractors ready for 
planting by schools and corporate groups. We have also moved fences from around 2 of our 3 year + 
plots which are really flourishing to create two additional plots.  
 
As many schools come in for 4 or 5 hours we have introduced a new activity to compliment the 
revegetation works. This activity introduces students to the concepts of habitat assessment. They 
record plant diversity, measure large trees to understand the importance of tree hollows and logs for 
our native fauna and make observations about the differences between cleared land and bushland.  
 
The ground is still dry and hard but we used a nice little plot in a depression for Grade 5 students from 
Belgrave South Primary School to plant out on 31/3/2009. The sharp eyes of Hannah spotted a 
Freshwater Cray in the Woori Yallock Creek whilst Aden was fascinated with the ant nests. Everyone 
got excited by the sight of a Brushtail Possum peering up at us from its nest hollow in one of the 
smallest dead trees in the area. Now let’s just recap... what were we saying about large trees being 
important for tree hollows? This is the second year that Belgrave South has been in and we look 
forward to a continuing relationship. 
 
The following schools are scheduled to come into the reserve in Autumn and early Winter: Lilydale 
High School Duke of Edinburgh students (5 visits), Cockatoo Primary School, Emerald Secondary 
College, Launching Place Primary School (2 visits), Seville Primary School, Warburton Primary 
School, Selby Primary School (2 visits) & Menzies Creek Primary School.   
 
Australian Unity allocates one community volunteering day each year to their staff members. The staff 
can choose a cause that they are passionate about. For the third year in a row we hosted a group from 
Australian Unity in our revegetation program. We had nine staff members from a number of different 
departments including quality control and the call centre. We had a great day putting in 300 plants and 
removing patches of blackberry using the cut and paste method.  
 
Over lunch with some of our nursery volunteers I asked Peta, Lauren and Erica why they chose to 
work with the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater for their annual volunteer day. Here is a sample of 
some of their answers: 
“I love getting out of the city into the bush and getting my hands dirty.” 
“It’s something different from what I usually do.” 
“It’s very rewarding to come out as a group and work together to achieve something worthwhile.” 
“It’s very rewarding to know that you are contributing to saving the Helmeted Honeyeater.” 
“There’s something very satisfying about locating and removing blackberry.” (Peta had the scars to 
prove it.) 
 
They all headed back to the office at 3.30pm promising to encourage more of the staff at Australian 
Unity to participate in our program as they all really enjoyed the experience. We certainly look 
forward to continuing and expanding our relationship with Australian Unity. 
 
We had the opportunity to assist with the supplementary feeding at Yellingbo whilst some of our 
regular volunteers took a well earned break over Easter. It was a pleasure to see the new fledglings 
involved in the hustle and bustle at the feeding stations with the adult birds. We look forward to seeing 
how these young birds develop, with the females dispersing to new sites to find a mate and the males 
hopefully finding a mate in their existing territory. We have been recording the progress of one of this 
year’s breeding pairs and their offspring on the blog on our website. Click on the Events link on our 
homepage www.helmetedhoneyater.com.au 
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As we go to print 150+ Friends and friends of the Friends have come together to celebrate our 20th 
birthday. There was a lot of work behind the scenes to make this day happen. For their enthusiasm and 
can do attitude, our thanks and appreciation go to Irene Pearey, Vivian Price, Bob Anderson, Richard 
Connor & Margot Craddock from the Friends with Mick Kealy & a crew of his colleagues from Parks 
Victoria. What a team!  

 

The Australian 

Unity team worked 

hard, had fun & 

were keen to 

spread the word of 

how easy and 
valuable it is to 

lend  hand – even 

for one day a year. 

It didn’t take much       

                                  convincing to get a team of nursery volunteers planting around the depot.  

 
Stamps & corks – helping threatened species conservation 
The Friends get regular queries from people asking whether we still collect used postage stamps and 
corks as part of our fundraising efforts for Helmeted Honeyeater conservation. The short answer is yes 
we do, as a partnership effort with Healesville Sanctuary. For many years the Friends have assisted 
Healesville Sanctuary to collect these. When we receive them Margot, our merchandise officer, 
delivers them to Healesville Sanctuary. They are then sold as a fundraiser for the threatened species 
breeding program. There are a couple of ways that people generally deliver their stamps or corks to us:  
- by post. Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, PO Box 131, Woori Yallock, Vic. 3139 

- dropping them off at our nursery. Opening hours are Tuesdays & Thursdays from 9.30-3pm or 
the 1st Saturday of the month (except Summer) from 9.30-12noon. You can find us at 1217 
Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo. Melway ref: 305 H10. 

There are many ways that people of any ability, age or interest can do their bit for conservation and 
this is a good example. We don’t always know who you are as most donations we receive are done so 
anonymously, but the Friends and Healesville Sanctuary thank you.  
 
 

23 May 2009 –The Friends celebrated 20 years  
 
The HeHo Herald is going to print just as the dust from the 
Friends 20th birthday celebration is settling, so next issue 
we will bring you a full story and images. It was a great 
day profiling the value of partnerships and enjoying the 
good company of others who have a passion for the 
environment. If you were able to be there or not, we would 
welcome your thoughts on the Friends milestone and/or 
your involvement as a member. You can send your 
thoughts to Att: Sue, Friends of the HeHo, PO Box 131, 
Woori Yallock, 3139 or heho1@optusnet.com.au 
      
                                                                   It was standing room only as our speakers took centre stage   
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Interesting 

reading – 

excerpts from 

the 20th 

Anniversary 

book 
 

DVDs available –  
$10 plus 10%  p&h – see 

Merchandise for address.
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Nursery News   by Michelle Faram  

 
Despite our office building being left a little battered and bruised after an incident with a falling tree 
back in March and a burst water pipe which occurred at the same time and emptied our tank, 
seemingly unrelated occurrences, life at the nursery has continued as normal.  Fortunately no one was 
on site at the time as a second tree also fell, landing in the car park.  Hopefully the roof will be 
repaired soon. At the moment it feels a bit like living in a tent. 
While we are always busy at the nursery, producing plants and maintaining them to keep them in good 
order,  it is now getting much busier with school planting days and contract plantings beginning in the 
Yellingbo Reserve. Orders for Melbourne Water’s Stream Frontage Program and The Shire of Yarra 
Ranges Ribbons of Green Program are also being made ready for pick up over the next couple of 
months. Preparations for our twentieth birthday celebrations have also kept the nursery volunteers 
busy with planting and cleanup days prior to the big day. 
Due to a number of reasons a newsletter article was not produced for our previous edition although a 
special thank you should go to Sandra Turnley for somehow managing to produce a newsletter under 
very difficult circumstances, caused by the bushfires which occurred at the time.  
This edition I thought some interesting news, although somewhat belated, should be included from last 
year as it was a very exciting year. The volunteers produced over 80,000 plants for the twelve months 
of 2009. This was double the amount produced for the previous twelve months and we are on track to 
grow a similar amount this year. Well done everybody. 
A number of beneficial changes have taken place in the nursery over the last couple of months 
including the replacement of the rusty old corrugated iron surrounding our potting mix bin with timber 
sleepers and the installation of a wash-up sink.   
A small igloo shade house given to us by Parks Vic. last year has been installed by the volunteers and 
is now being used to grow ferns, which are doing very well. 
See you at the nursery soon.  

      
 

 
Nursery Office 

Fern house 

Improved soil bin & sink 

Ferns growing well 
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Out in the Field    by Bruce Quin 

 
What an eventful time it has been since my last article in the summer 2008 edition of He Ho Herald! 
We have experienced the full range of emotions in relation to the Helmeted Honeyeaters, from shock 
and anguish to relief and excitement. While the Bunyip State Park and Healesville Sanctuary colonies 
of Helmeted Honeyeaters had their most successful breeding seasons on record, wildfires directly 
threatened both populations in February 2009. Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve was also under 
a high wildfire threat during that time. This necessitated action to save each of the populations, 
including complete evacuation of the Healesville Sanctuary colony to Melbourne and Werribee Open 
Range Zoos. Fortunately, fire did not reach the sanctuary, Yellingbo or Bunyip population, but the 
latter population was only spared a few hundred metres! In April and May (2009), a total of 25 
captive-produced fledglings was released into Bunyip and Yellingbo, this number made possible by 
the highly successful breeding by Healesville Sanctuary birds. One pair at Taronga Conservation 
Society Australia (formerly Taronga Zoo) produced four of the 25 fledglings. 
 
Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve 
 
Final 2008/2009 breeding season figures for Helmeted Honeyeaters at Yellingbo were 12 breeding 
pairs and 18 fledglings. Almost half of the number of breeding pairs occurred at the reintroduction site 
within Yellingbo, five being recorded. Six fledglings were produced at that site, including four that 
originated as eggs from Bunyip pairs that were the subject of swaps to increase genetic diversity at the 
Yellingbo site. Nest camera work was conducted to monitor the success of these swaps and for 
predator identification purposes; all three nests succeeded in fledging young. 
 
Macclesfield Creek colony has declined considerably in recent years probably because of drying out of 
the floodplain. Only two breeding pairs were found during the 2008/2009 breeding season and both 
produced two fledglings. This colony may have fallen to as low as 10 birds. 
 
On 12th May 2009, 12 captive-bred birds were released into Yellingbo on the west edge of Cockatoo 
Swamp, approximately 400 metres south of the existing release area. The rationale behind a shift to a 
new reintroduction site was to give 2009 release birds a greater chance of establishing their own 
territories away from the higher number of existing pairs at the old release area. Secondly, much of the 
most optimal habitat at the established reintroduction site was already occupied. Eleven of the 12 birds 
were recorded eight days post-release and were taking nectar from Swamp Gums and Silver Banksias, 
as well as supplementary food. 
 
Bunyip State Park 
 
Thirty-one fledglings were produced by 10 breeding pairs of Helmeted Honeyeaters at Bunyip during 
the 2008/2009 breeding season, more than twice the number produced in previous breeding seasons. 
Successful nesting occurred at each of the three release sites, including the site established in early 
2008. At this site, two breeding pairs formed from the captive-bred group released there in April 2008 
and produced three fledglings between them. 
 
Nest camera work during the breeding season recorded predation of nestlings by Laughing 
Kookaburra at one nest and predation of chicks by Tiger Snake at another. Six predation events, all on 
chicks have been filmed at nests during the past three breeding seasons; four by Tiger Snakes and two 
by Laughing Kookaburras. A number of very high nest sites were recorded during the 2008/2009 
breeding season and it is possible that by building nests higher, Helmeted Honeyeater eggs and chicks 
may avoid detection by Tiger Snakes. Perspex bands were placed around the trunks of shrubs 
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containing lower nests in an attempt to ‘protect’ them from Tiger Snakes. All but one of the 
‘protected’ nests containing nestlings succeeded. 
 
Four captive-bred nestlings from Healesville Sanctuary were placed in nests in Bunyip during the 
2008/2009 breeding season and all fledged successfully, though two disappeared soon after. Another 
management action that commenced towards the end of the breeding season was DNA sampling of 
Helmeted Honeyeaters in this population in order to ascertain its genetic composition. This work will 
be ongoing and similar work will also occur at Yellingbo. 
 
Helmeted Honeyeaters and the “Bunyip Ridge Wildfire” 
 
In the first week of February 2009, lightning started what was to become the “Bunyip Ridge Wildfire” 
in Bunyip State Park. On that terrible day, now referred to as “Black Saturday”, the Helmeted 
Honeyeater colonies in Bunyip were under direct threat from that fire. The north-westerly wind pushed 
the main fire front to the east of the release sites, and the late south-westerly change that day turned 
the fire front even further away, but the western flank continued to burn slowly towards the sites. A 
dozer line was put in place and subsequent back burning to the western fire edge was undertaken, 
granting a reprieve to the Helmeted Honeyeaters and their occupied habitat. 
 
In addition to the tireless work by the various agencies and volunteers involved in the fire effort, we 
undertook some direct rescue work in case the fire went through the Honeyeater sites. On the day prior 
to “Black Saturday”, two eggs were removed from a nest and substituted with “dummy” eggs to keep 
the female sitting so that her own eggs could be returned if safe. Unfortunately, on inspection both 
eggs proved to be unfertilised. A chick that had fledged on the morning of “Black Saturday” was also 
removed and taken to Healesville Sanctuary – which proved to be no safer when Healesville came 
under direct threat from a separate fire, the “Kilmore East-Murrindindi South Complex”. Quick action 
was taken to temporarily relocate the captive Helmeted Honeyeaters (and individuals of other 
threatened species) away from Healesville Sanctuary, but fortunately the fire did not reach the 
Sanctuary. The fledgling was happily reunited with its parents in Bunyip when the main fire danger 
was past. 
 
Two nestlings from a previously undiscovered nest fledged a fortnight after “Black Saturday”; the 
mother of these fledglings did an astonishing job to keep her eggs safe during the extreme heat of the 
day and the smoke from the fire, and to hatch them within a couple of days of the main fire threat 
passing. 
 
There was much relief the day after “Black Saturday” when close to 50 birds were seen at the release 
sites in Bunyip. Unfortunately, however, much potential habitat was severely burnt and is therefore 
unavailable to Helmeted Honeyeaters in the short-term. Nonetheless, sufficient habitat remained 
available to allow a release of 13 captive-bred birds to occur on 28th April 2009. At least eight of the 
13 birds released that day were known to be alive three weeks after the release day. 
 
Successful breeding seasons and the releases have pushed the total populations at both Yellingbo and 
Bunyip to approximately 60 birds. This should increase numbers of breeding pairs in both populations 
during the 2009/2010 breeding season. I look forward to the challenge of locating more nests next 
breeding season. 
 
Take care, Bruce. 
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 Merchandise please add 10% per P & H 

                                         
Winter  -   with bird emblem 
Green polar fleece Jackets     M-XXXL         $35 each 
Green Polar fleece beanies      one size fits all     $15 each 
Blue Polar  fleece beanies with Pink Epacris       $15 each  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer -  with bird emblem 

Blue Polar fleece vests       L-XXL                     $35 each 
Green Canvas hat 8” brim                                   $18 each 
Steele Blue Polo Shirts  M-XXXL      $35 each         
 
 
 
 
 
 
Books  
Yellingbo- a special place                                    $30  includes P & H  
Hilton hunts for a home          $12 
Magnetised Book Marks            Popular      2 for $5  or 5 for $10    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Variety  
Cards    Paintings/photos  of bird  
and paintings of  native plants        $2 each 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name:…………………………………………… 

Address:………………………………………… 

             …………………………P/code……….. 

                                         Sub total: $................... 
            Postage and Handling 10%: $................... 
                            TOTAL enclosed $................... 
Send to : Friends of Helmeted Honeyeater 
               PO Box 131 
               Woori Yallock 3139 
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Reveg Rambles  by Richard Case 

 
Autumn has been a pleasant time of wandering the Reserve, collecting seed and carrying out minor 
maintenance tasks.  
 

We decided that the Reveg Day of the 1st of March was to be Hakea Day, so we headed off to one of 
the local roadsides in Macclesfield to try our luck. Starting at the top of the hill and working down, we 
collected Dagger Hakea, Bushy Needlewood, Grass Trigger-plant, Silver Banksia and Furze Hakea. 
Thornbills and Pardalotes followed our progress and White Ibis watched from a nearby dam. 
 

After lunch, we headed over to Cockatoo Creek. High winds had caused some damage so we put a bit 
of effort into clearing the track of debris. Along the track we collected Swamp Daisy-bush and Yellow 
Hakea before moving over to Macclesfield Creek where we picked more Yellow, Furze and Dagger 
Hakea. Big black tadpoles wobbled around the dam without a care in the world. We decided they were 
probably Pobblebonks, the most common large frog of this area. 
 

A sunny morning greeted us on the 5th of April. Today’s “job” was to explore and collect seed from 
Turn-off Hill, where we hadn’t been in quite a while. After driving through Macclesfield Creek 
Bushland we arrived to see a pair of Scarlet Robins on the fence. Hopping down, they joined a small 
party of Buff-rumped Thornbills foraging along the side of the track. A Grey Fantail fussed nearby as 
a White-throated Treecreeper did what a Treecreeper does best. Lots of tiny skinks were out, basking 
in the morning sun as we started walking around the side of the hill. The first find was a few small 
Bushy Needlewoods which hadn’t been attacked by the Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos who love them 
so. Another interesting find was a number of small, isolated Black She-oaks. How did they get here? 
The only seed tree was a fair way down the hill. Were these spread by the Black Cockies? 
 

Moving around the hill and down to a damper area, we collected Dagger and Furze Hakea. Reaching 
the track, we turned back and followed an arc around the mid-section of the hill. Here, there was 
plentiful evidence of old browsing but less of recent activity. There were some signs of recovery 
including small Silver Banksias shooting up. Along this section we found ourselves constantly having 
to stop and detour around the fascinating collective webs of the Spiny Spiders strung over the gaps in 
the shrubs. 
 

Finally we traversed a lower section of the hill where we collected Yellow Hakea, our fourth Hakea 
for the day. Back at the house for a late lunch, the weather deteriorated to the point where we had to 
call it a day and watch the rain as it moved up the valley. 
 

The 17th of May began unpromisingly with drizzle but by mid-morning had become fine. We set off 
for Cockatoo Creek to remove some tree guards from plants that no longer needed them. As we 
worked, Scarlet Robins sat in the trees above, watching us. Two Australian Shelduck circled overhead, 
honking worriedly. I don’t think they could quite see us and weren’t sure what we were up to. 
Transferring the old guards and stakes to the car, we made quite a bit of noise and disturbed a fine 
looking Wombat, unlike some of the poor mangy creatures we have been seeing lately. 
 

Another late lunch and a little time left for some maintenance tasks, supervised by the occasional 
Swamp Wallaby. 
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Gift membership opens a door to the wonders of the Helmeted Honeyeater because now it includes a 

copy of our beautiful book  YellingboYellingboYellingboYellingbo a special place. Send to the Friends postal address. 

FRIENDS OF THE HELMETED HONEYEATER GIFT MEMBERSHIP 

Please tick the appropriate box 

q   $50   Groups/Families/Individuals 

q   $40      Concession:   

                      Student/Pensioner/Unemployed 

Giver ………………………………………… 

Recipient ………………………………………........... 

Address ………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………. 

Phone …………………………………………………. 

Email …………………………………………………. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Donations may be payable by cheque to Wildlife Pledge to Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Association 
at 193 Maroondah Highway, Healesville, 3777 or by bankcard on the internet via Pay Pal at 
http://www.wildlifepledge.org.au/ 
Assistance has been provided by JESWA to: 

3  Endangered species, $50,000 3  Bush Heritage reserve at Wedderburn, Vic $225,000 

3  Moon Bears $20,000 3  Ambulance for Help for Wildlife, $18,000 

3  Orang-utans $20,000 3  Various Carers/Landcare Groups, $80,000 

3  Charles Darwin Reserve, W.A. $30,000 3  Fitted ambulance for Wildlife Carers $35,000 
 

During the recent bushfires, JESWA began a fund raising program to save wildlife affected by 
the fires. $100, 000 was donated by JESWA to commence the program and now public donations 
have added another $20,000. 
 

It should be remembered that the great work being done by this organisation comes from the JESWA 
second hand shop in Healesville run by a few dedicated volunteers.     

                                                                                                   

http://www.jesavewildlife.org/index.html 


