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Largest ever release of Helmeted Honeyeaters to boost 
bird numbers - 23 April 2010  

A record 22 captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters were 
released into Bunyip State Park today, which researchers 
hope will be a significant boost for Victoria’s bird 
emblem. 
The young birds, bred at Healesville Sanctuary, will be 
supported in the wild by the Department of Sustainability 
and Environment (DSE), Parks Victoria and volunteer 
groups such as Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater and 
Friends of Bunyip State Park. 
DSE’s Senior Ornithologist Bruce Quin said: “There are 
only about 80 Helmeted Honeyeaters left in the wild at 
Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve, south of Healesville, and Bunyip State Park. 
“The release site, which is away from current established populations, was chosen to give the new 
birds the best chance of survival,” Mr. Quin said. 
“The new site has ideal swamp and stream-side vegetation and a permanent water source. In addition, 
there are no existing Helmeted Honeyeaters at this site, so lack of competition from established birds 
will give this group the best chance to establish themselves. We work with Parks Victoria and the 
volunteers to keep a close watch on the birds, including undertaking nest protection works during the 
breeding season, but the new birds are still vulnerable to predators such as kookaburras.  
Healesville Sanctuary Director John Gibbons said: “The team at Healesville Sanctuary has learned so 
much about captive breeding and caring for this secretive little bird since Zoos Victoria first became 
involved 20 years ago. 
“If it wasn't for the long-standing commitment and enduring cooperative approach of government, the 
local community and groups such as the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, achieving the long-term 
goal of bringing this species back from the brink of extinction would not be possible.” 
Bruce Quin said: “The aim of establishing a new population is to reduce the risk of the Helmeted 
Honeyeater being wiped out by a single event such as bushfire or disease.” 
“The 2009 Bunyip Ridge Wildfire came within 350 metres of the population at Bunyip State Park. 
Though the Helmeted Honeyeaters escaped direct impact, the fire may be one cause of a reduction in 
the number of recent sightings of the bird,” Mr. Quin said.                                       (continued page 2) 
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New Members  
 

The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater would like to welcome to the 
group our new members: 

U. Pukk & family - Nunawading 
 

Donations to the Nursery & water capacity 
improvements – Thank you for your support 

D. Howell & B. Carroll, Rochford Winery (movie night), R. Walkley 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the 
Shire of Yarra Ranges 
for their assistance  
with the postage. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

from page 1… 

Re-introduction to Bunyip State Park 
began in 2001 with the release of 11 
birds and has continued annually, 
totalling 108 captive-bred birds over 
nine years. About one third of these 
birds have survived in the wild for at 
least 12 months, and almost one 
quarter have bred, as have a number of second and third generation 
birds. These are encouraging measures of the success of the captive-
breeding and release component of the recovery program.  
“The birds released today were taken to the site four days prior to 
release to allow them to get used to 
their new surroundings, and 
supplementary food will be provided 
in the early stages of their release. We 
hope that a release of such a large 
group of new birds near a permanent 
water source will mean this time next 
year Helmeted Honeyeater numbers 
at Bunyip will be significantly higher.” 

DSE media release 
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A View from the Swamp editorial comment 

 
Great news about the large number of birds released recently. Each time birds are released, it is an 
affirmation of the exceptional work being done by everyone involved in the numerous activities of the 
Friends, DSR, Parks Vic and many other quiet achievers who add their voice and support to the 
Recovery effort. It is what keeps us all going forward. 
Good to see our Young Ambassadors out and about spreading the word.  
There are some fabulous HeHo photos courtesy of several members. They give us an insight into this 
rarely-seen bird. Enjoy. 
Sandra 
 

  

 

What’s on - Calendar of events 
June July August September 

Date Activity Date Activity Date Activity Date Activity 

Tues      1st Nursery Thurs  1st Nursery Tues    3rd Nursery Thurs    2nd Nursery 

Thurs    3rd Nursery Sun      4th New 
Member’s day 

Thurs  5th Nursery Tues      7th Nursery 

Tues      8th Nursery Tues    6th Nursery Sun      8th Reveg  Thurs   9th Nursery 

Thurs   10th Nursery Thurs  8th Nursery Tues    10th Nursery Tues     14th Nursery 

Sun       13th Reveg  Tues   13th Nursery Thurs   12th Nursery Thurs   16th Nursery 

Tues     15th Nursery Thurs 15th Nursery   Sun       19h Reveg  

Wed      16th Committee Wed   16th  Nursery Tues    17th Nursery Tues     21st Nursery 

Thurs   17th Nursery Sun    18h Reveg Thurs  19th Nursery Wed     22nd Committee 

Tues     22nd Nursery Tues   20th Nursery  Fri       20th Newsletter 
deadline 

Thurs   23rd Nursery 

Thurs   24th Nursery Thurs 22nd Nursery Tues    24th Nursery Sun      26th AGM  

Tues     29th Nursery Tues   27th Nursery Wed    25h Committee Tues     28th Nursery 

  Wed    28th Committee Thurs  26th Nursery Thurs   30th Nursery 

  Thurs 29th Nursery     

 

Revegetation activities are held at differing locations around the Yellingbo Reserve 
and area. Activities may include tree planting, seed collecting or works around the 
nursery or reserve. Meet at the Yellingbo Ranger’s House, 1217 Macclesfield Road, 
Yellingbo (Melways Map 305 Ref. G11) at 10am. BYO  Lunch. Most equipment is 
supplied. For further information call Richard Case on 9720 4062.  
Nursery activities days are held at the Rangers House (see above). They run between 
9am and 3pm, with  (BYO) lunch. Work mainly involves the potting up of young 
seedlings. For further information contact our Nursery Manager, Michelle Faram 
on 5964 8341  
There will be no Saturday sales from January until April.  

The nursery is closed on all public holidays and days of total fire ban. 
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The President’s report by Robert Anderson 
 

Volunteers 
Recently the Friends made a call for more volunteers via the He Ho Herald, 
local newspapers and the Maroondah Bushwalkers Newsletter. Results have 
been most encouraging to date. The Friends are appreciative of the new 
helpers who have joined the volunteer program. 
The Nursery has indeed benefited. Extra people have joined our hard working band that provides 
assistance to Michelle Faram, Nursery Manager. At this stage, plant production is greater than at the 
same time in 2009. 
Also there has been an increase in volunteer assistance for the supplementary bird feeding program. 
However, Bruce Quin would appreciate more assistance both at Tonimbuk and Yellingbo. 
Bruce and Sue Tardif, our hard working coordinators, run an excellent revegetation program with 
school groups. They still need some assistance. Are there any volunteers available? 
Bird Releases 
The 2010 release program has been completed. 22 birds are now residing in a totally new site in 
Bunyip State Park and 6 birds join others released at Yellingbo. 
An innovation for this program has been the introduction of portable aviaries, which allows released 
birds to develop a fidelity to their new habitat. 
 Congratulations to Healesville Sanctuary, Parks Victoria and DSE staff that teamed so well to 
organise the innovative program. 
I was fortunate to be able to assist with the construction of the portable aviaries at Bunyip. Phew! It 
was so much easier than relocating the original aviaries. Also, being a spectator at the Yellingbo 
release allowed me to understand the excitement in the faces of the 6 people who had the privilege of 
releasing a very precious Helmeted Honeyeater. Tammy Lobato and James Merlino local MP’s, 
Graeme Baxter PV Chief Ranger, Adam Shalekoff coordinator of the Yarra 4 Life Program and 
Margot Craddock and John Greig Friends volunteers were the excited ones. 
Monitoring of these birds bred at Healesville Sanctuary will continue. 
Annual General Meeting 
A very early reminder to put in your diary! The AGM is on Sunday, 26

th
 September. 

The guest speaker is our great friend, Kevin Mason. 
Here is part of his very interesting life, written by Sue Tardif. 
…Kevin began at Healesville Sanctuary in 1960 as a keeper. In those days he was involved in 

collecting birds under licence from the wild. He caught Lyre Birds on Mt Toolebewong. The first 

successful Lyre Bird chick was raised in 1967. Kevin was one of the keepers who planted out the Lyre 

Bird enclosure with ferns collected from The Ferns Guesthouse. For over 40 years Kevin has worked 

in animal welfare working with Help for Wildlife in animal capture and restraint. He became Head 

Keeper in the late 1970’.  At the commencement of the Helmeted Honeyeater breeding program Kevin 

was assistant Curator, Special Projects. He led the Keeper Program and was involved in the 

collection of Lichenostomus melanops gippslandicus, (Yellow-tufted Honeyeater) from Licola to be 

used as foster breeding pairs for the Helmeted Honeyeater Program. 

Nowadays, Kevin works part time and is the Custom Relations Manager, which includes Guide 

Training and Operations.  

Kevin was awarded the Australian Public Service Medal in 2003, the NAIDOC Eastern Region – 

Community Recognition Award in 2006 and the Workmanship Award from Healesville Rotary Club. 

Kevin is President of Yarraboc and has been for more than 12 years. He is President of the badger 

Hall Committee. He is a Life Member of the Mountain District Poultry Association, the Australasian 

Society of Zookeeping and Friends of the Zoos Limited. 

Kevin is a great friend and supporter of the Friends… 

 
I hope that you are looking forward to hearing Kevin in September as I am.
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Coordinators’ Column by Sue and Bruce Tardif     
 

“Thank you for letting us plant the plants with you, it was fun and dirty.  
Thank you for giving us advice and encouragement. Thanks for getting all the plants for us for 
planting. When we got back to school we had to clean our shoes.” From Andrew, Year 1 

Our education/revegetation program is now in full swing. We have been successful in securing 3 
project grants from Melbourne Water (MW) community grants, a Parks Victoria (PV) Healthy Parks 
Healthy People grant and a Caring for our Country (CFoC) community action grant to fund our 
revegetation programs. At the time of writing, the Friends are managing 18 grants totalling 
$130,365.30. These dollars are more than matched by volunteer contribution – the hands, feet & 
commitment on the ground that turn these dollars into future habitat for the Helmeted Honeyeater and 
other species at risk in this region. 
 

We have 12 visits scheduled to schools and 19 revegetation days at Yellingbo with schools and 
Swinburne TAFE Conservation and Land Management (CLM) and VET/VCAL students through until 
August. As advised in the autumn edition we will also be joining with MW, Yarra4Life and PV to 
plant 10,000 habitat plants in September/October along the stretch of Woori Yallock Creek that 
connects past works with the newly acquired 3.2 hectares at the confluence of Cockatoo Creek.  
 

Our first revegetation day for the year involved Swinburne CLM 1st year Diploma students who 
planted 1,000 plants in one of the CFoC funded plots. We also worked with them to set up a field 
survey site to test the effectiveness of the anti browsing agent, Sentree, against browsers like wombats, 
wallabies, deer and rabbits. Sixteen small plots with 20 plants in each (2 x 10 species) were established 
in an unfenced area. Half of the plots were treated with Sentree and the other half were left untreated. 
Swinburne students will monitor the plots and write a report on the trial including methodology, 
results and a discussion on the effectiveness of Sentree. The findings will complement the study we 
did last year to give us a clearer understanding as to whether Sentree treated plants may be an option to 
fencing off browsers, which is of course an expensive and hard engineering solution, but one that has a 
90% + success rate. 
 

We have been able to source school furniture from a primary school that has closed down which 
together with some grant monies has allowed us to better fit out the depot shed for the education 
program. The timing for us has been fantastic as the hay bales supplied by PV as seats in 2009 are now 
being reclaimed for their intended use to manage erosion in the snowfields. 
 

Two of four major events for the year have recently occurred with the Friends Ambassadors. See their 
story elsewhere in this issue.  
 

Thank you to those members who supported our 
Rochford Winery movie night fundraiser in March. As 
well as a fun night out, we walked away with a $320 
cheque from Rochford. A great result, thank you.       
The committee has decided to allocate these funds to 
habitat planting on Woori Yallock Creek.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image: Sue Tardif 
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A note from the Membership Secretary: Your membership is a vital part of why the Friends 
are able to secure funding and deliver the programs it does. No matter if you’re an active 
volunteer or a supporter of conservation through your annual fee and by spreading the word, 
your contribution is valued. Annual memberships are due on 1 July. You will find your 
membership renewal form attached to this issue of the HeHo Herald.   

 

Rare birds spotted by school children!  
 
The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeaters Ambassador Program involves 12 primary school aged 
children in a range of activities that teaches them about their local area, the threatened species that 
exist there and what we can all do to help. The Ambassadors are selected each year from students who 
apply to participate from Yellingbo & Macclesfield Primary Schools. Recently we spent two days 
together. They learnt about the captive breeding area at Healesville Sanctuary with Karina Cartwright. 
The Ambassadors have their say about the days below. Our thanks to Thomas for coming up with the 
story headline. 

“We had a look at the feeding stations and we saw 6 different helmeteds. One of them was a bossy 
boots and we saw 3 wild birds.” By Brody 

“Karina talked to us about the endangered species that she looks after at the zoo. The heho’s were kept 
in a cage.” By Darrien  

“We went to the nursery to pot some plants, they were called Woolly Tea-trees… The plants were 
only babies so they need to wait a few months before they plant them outside. I want to go back there 
to help plant them when they are big enough. It was an awesome day today.” By Declan 

“…told us about the beautiful birds and out in the reserve we got to feed the birds and observe 11 of 
them...” By Holly  

 “… we saw the dingos. They are my favorite. Then we went to the orange bellied parrots, frogs, 
pygmy possum and the helmeted honeyeater. We met Karina at the heho’s. We did lots of cleaning 
afterwards.” By Jamie  

“… we went to see orange bellied parrots where we met 
Karina and we had to go in groups to see them. After we 
finished there we went to the helmeted honeyeaters and 
they have thirteen pairs...” By Lillian  

“We met some people who work with those fantastic 
animals in the Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. It 
was amazing we learnt so much… It was so much fun.” 
By Madeline 

“Ambassadors are people that care about nature and want 
to help the Helmeted Honeyeater and the Leadbeaters 
Possum. The Helmeted Honeyeater is critically 
endangered but the Leadbeaters Possum is listed 

endangered. Please help these endangered animals... I would be very sad if they became extinct.” By 
Max  

“I wanted to be an ambassador because I want to be an environmental scientist. We saw the corroboree 
frog. It is about as big as my thumb. It is endangered. We pulled out grass to help Karina. It was so 
much fun. It was cool to be at Healesville sanctuary.” By Senan 

“Today we went to the healesville sanctuary. We saw emu and they were funny. They made a funny 
noise. I enjoyed the day. What I enjoyed the most was the honeyeaters. They eat nectar and 
mealworms. They eat all day. And they chase each other like chasey.” By Tayla  

Image:  

Wendy Anderson 
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 “We went out to the reserve to feed and monitor the honeyeaters. At 3 of the 8 feeding stations we fed 
them wombaroo (a milky pollen mixture). We … recorded their behavior. They live in the rare habitat 
of the swampy floodplains...” By Thomas 

Our next event will see the Ambassadors co-hosting a revegetation day for their schools alongside us – 
we could be out of a job if they’re too good at it! Later in the year they will present what they’ve learnt 
back to their peers, school community and the people who have spent time with them sharing their 
knowledge.  

The brain child of Bob Anderson in 2006, the Ambassadors Program has become a valued program 
between the Friends and our local schools. 

 
Nursery News   by Michelle Faram  

 
The planting season is here again and just in time, for our nursery is again 
bursting at the seams, after a very productive start to the year with over 32,000 
plants being produced. There is now approximately 85,000 plants in stock and 
finding room for all of the new stock has become an interesting juggling act. 
Over 70,000 plants have been ordered so far for the autumn to spring period, 
with the largest plant orders coming from, Melbourne Water for their Stream 
Frontage Grant program, The Shire of Yarra Ranges, for the Ribbons of Green 
program  and the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater schools planting program, which has more than 
twenty school planting days organised so far, with more to come. 

A lot of time will be spent over the next few months picking out and packing plant orders, with fingers 
crossed that we will have enough of the required plant species to cover all the orders.  
There are so many variables involved in getting a plant ready for sale.  The collection of seed and 
other propagation material are important to begin the process and there are a number of factors that 
will influence our success. Are the seeds viable?  Is it being stored correctly?  Should it be stored in 
the fridge prior to sowing or pre treated in some other way?  Have they been sown at the optimum 
time?  Some species can take months to germinate, but so much time can be wasted waiting for seed 
that may never germinate.   Has the seed or plant material been identified and labeled correctly?  
Oops! Not the required species. 

Other factors which affect plant growth include the potting and seed raising mix we use; does it have 
the correct balance of food? Is the watering regime suitable, are the plants to wet or dry? The weather 
also affects the plants are they getting enough sun or too much?  

The length of time it takes to grow on some species to a saleable size and the timing of confirmed 
orders means that we often need to guess ahead of time what species and numbers will be required.    
In most cases stock that is required for autumn/winter plantings will need to be ready by the end of 
February.  The rate of growth slows down rapidly after this time and new seedlings, especially some of 
the Eucalyptus species suffer from the damp as the nursery becomes more shaded. 

Pruning and weeding are also tasks that help keep our plants in good order so don’t forget if you can 
spare an hour or two on a Tuesday or Thursday please come and join us at the nursery and share in the 
pleasure of growing plants. A reminder that from now until December the nursery is open on Saturday 
mornings 9am till 12 noon. 
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Out in the Field    by Bruce Quin 

 
Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve 

2009/2010 Breeding Season 
Final 2009/2010 breeding season figures for Helmeted Honeyeaters at 
Yellingbo are 11 breeding territories and 17 fledglings. The number of 
birds that attempted to breed during the season was 21; one male bred in two different territories at the 
re-introduction site. Successful breeding occurred at the only two Helmeted Honeyeater colonies at 
Yellingbo. 

Genetics 
Recent work has included the DNA sampling of Helmeted Honeyeaters at both the re-introduction site 
and the last naturally occurring colony at Yellingbo. This work will measure relatedness of individuals 
in the population and ultimately aims to maximise genetic diversity in all populations, both captive 
and wild. The level of genetic variation in the current wild population will be compared to that of the 
population during the initials years of the intensive recovery program. Rebecca Rose (PhD student) 
and Paul Sunnocks, both from Monash University, will be conducting the genetic analyses.  

2010 Release 
Six immature Helmeted Honeyeaters bred at Healesville Sanctuary during the 2009/2010 breeding 
season were released at the south end of the re-introduction site at Yellingbo on the 6th May (2010). 
The release group, which had spent three nights in on-site aviaries, immediately headed north and four 
of them were recorded in amongst established Helmeted Honeyeaters during the afternoon. Three of 
the 2010 releasees were back at their release area the following morning, along with several of the 
established birds from the north. Hopefully others of this year’s release group were at the re-
introduction site that day too. 

The Yellingbo and Bunyip State Park 
releases of 2010 saw the use of new and 
more portable aviaries in the reserves. The 
Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Team had 
decided upon the need to have holding 
facilities that were much quicker to erect and 
dismantle, potentially allowing the use of 
new release sites each year without draining 
(people) resources too much. The aviary 
prototype was designed by Karina  

Cartwright of Healesville Sanctuary and  

Miles Stewart-Howie of Parks Victoria  
(Yellingbo) and Parks Victoria paid for the  
construction of the prototype. Karina and 
sanctuary colleague Christine Castellano, 
in conjunction with the Zoos Victoria 
Foundation, successfully gained funding 
from the Merrin Foundation for the 
purchase of five more portable aviaries and 
radio-tracking gear. The Recovery Team is 
extremely indebted to all individuals and 
organisations involved in the design and 

Image:  

Merrilyn Serong 
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purchase of the portable aviaries. Also, many thanks to 
the staff and volunteers who helped erect and 
dismantle aviaries and provide surveillance for the 
release groups in their on-site holding facilities. 
 

 
Bunyip State Park 

2009/2010 Breeding Season 
Ten breeding territories and nine fledglings were 
confirmed at Bunyip State Park during the      2009/2010 breeding season. One pair from Site 1 shifted 
during the season to private property and bred there too. Therefore, the total number of breeding birds 
was 18. Successful breeding only occurred at Sites 1 and 2 in Bunyip State Park. The number of 
fledglings produced during the 2009/2010 breeding season was much lower than the 31 produced by a 
similar number of breeding pairs during the previous breeding season. Some breeding pairs of the 
latter breeding season had fewer nesting attempts and experienced higher levels of predation of nest 
contents than during the 2008/2009 breeding season. 

Genetic sampling is also in progress at Tonimbuk, with work concentrating on 2009/2010 fledglings to 
date. However, any individual that has not previously been sampled will be targeted so that the genetic 
composition of this population can be determined. 

Helmeted Honyeaters that occupied areas away from the Tonimbuk release sites during the later 
months of the 2009/2010 breeding season have either returned to the release sites or ventured to parts 
unknown. The last sighting of a Helmeted Honeyeater at Labertouche North and on private property at 
Tonimbuk was on 7th March and 7th April (2010) respectively. Mike Harrison has just become aware 
of a sighting of a banded Helmeted Honeyeater last summer on a private property approximately half 
way between the western-most release site of Tonimbuk and the new (2010) release site. No further 
details are available at this stage, but monitoring of all known sites occupied or utilized intermittently 
by Helmeted Honeyeaters will continue to occur. 

2010 Release 

On the 20th April this year, 22 immature Helmeted Honeyeaters bred at Healesville Sanctuary were 
placed into a total of five portable aviaries in the Diamond Creek floodplain, approximately eight 
kilometres upstream of the Tonimbuk sites. The site, chosen by Dan Bowen (Parks Victoria, 
Gembrook) and endorsed by the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Team, supports both Manna Gum 
habitat and a vegetation community dominated by a type of swamp gum and permanent water. Further, 
there were no established Helmeted Honeyeaters at the site that would have provided resistance via 
intraspecific aggression to the settling into the area of the new birds. The young Helmeted 
Honeyeaters were released into the wild three days later and almost half of the 22 birds headed in an 
easterly direction, some going at least 300 metres from the release aviaries. Eighteen of the 2010 
releasees were recorded two days later. However, one bird returned to the release site 12 days post-
release; another releasee that had been present was not detected that day. The most recent intensive 
monitoring (9th May) detected 18 of this year release group. Flowering Hairpin Banksias are providing 
food for the releasees, additional to the supplementary food that is being reduced quicker than normal.  

This release of the largest group of Helmeted Honeyeaters on record has certainly been exciting! 

As always, updates on all the aspects of field work will be provided in forth-coming Newsletters. 
Regards to all, Bruce. 
 

Image:  
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 Reveg Rambles  by Richard Case 
  

Only two days to report on this time around, both seed collecting. 
 

On the 7th of March we went down to the pipeline on Cockatoo Creek and walked across. Here we 
found Mountain Swamp Gum that was within reach so we collected a useful quantity.  
 

We continued around the far side, admiring some of the early revegetation plots where the trees are 
now almost full grown. Sadly for us, most of the seed was well out of reach. It was a nice walk 
however. Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos tore the sky with their calls. Yellow Robins watched us with 
their confiding ways. In the swamp the White-eared Honeyeaters called and White-naped Honeyeaters 
twisted through the treetops, always chasing or being chased. 
 

Returning, we heard the loud “E-GYPT!” call of the Crescent Honeyeater and the more subtle but 
pervasive call of the Victorian Smooth Froglet. In the paddocks, just over the fence, we were treated to 
the sight of a small group of Dusky Woodswallows and Tree Martins together a metre or two above 
the ground, chasing insects. 
 

After lunch, we headed upstream, where we collected Narrow-leafed Peppermint from the edge of the 
swamp. Continuing to Manuka Meadows South, we collected Silver-leafed Stringybark, which we 
seem to be getting a lot of this season. 
 

Onward again to Maccy Creek Bushland where we came across a rather nice patch of young 
Blackwood which had a good deal of seed. Here we noticed the Swamp Selaginella, a strange, sparse 
fern of about 20cm which most resembles a small child’s drawing of a tree. 
 

Further on, we came to the old boating lake. It’s been a long time since it flooded. The Mountain 
Swamp Gums (Eucalyptus camphora) we planted into water in the early 1990’s are still there and still 
doing fine. They must have found water deeper down. On the ridge we collected from “ordinary” 
Swamp Gum (Eucalyptus ovata). 
 

Later, as I packed up at the Nursery, a lone Spine-tailed Swift flew in a 
great arc across the cold evening sky. 
 

On the 11th of April we assessed some weed patches for future action. 
It’s best to get onto these things while they are manageable, so that’s 
what we’ll do. 
 

An early lunch and then a big drive, looking for substantial Hakea 
patches on the roadsides. We came across one patch which looked 
promising but didn’t seem to have set much seed.  
 

A little further on we came to one of our known patches, where we 
collected Brushy Needlewood, Dagger Hakea and Silver-leafed 
Stringybark. 
 

Back at the house at day’s end, a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles circled 
over, eyeing off the two tired people on the verandah. 
 

Image: Merrilyn Serong 
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Members’ Day at Kurth Kiln 
 
An enjoyable and informative day was held recently at 
Kurth Kiln recently. 
Members enjoyed the historical setting and were 
updated on the Yarra4Life project and how it affects 
the Helmeted Honeyeater.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Adam Shalekoff attended from the 

Yarra4Life project and had the following to 

say… 
 
Yarra4Life is a collaborative environmental program 
which has been running now for three years with the express support of the Australian Government, 
Yarra Ranges Council, Melbourne Water, Greening Australia Victoria and organisations such as 
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater and many individuals committed to health of the Yarra region. 
 

The project’s aim is to improve the sustainability and quality of land, waterways, native habitat, 
businesses and recreational opportunities in the Yarra Valley, in conjunction with its partners. 
 

In the last year we have seen some exciting developments within the program. Since January this year, 
Yarra4Life has invited 2000 landholders to apply for funding to protect and improve woodlands and 
biolinks on their properties in the Yarra Valley. Over 180 expressions of interest have been received 
and these are being assessed by Yarra4Life during May 2010. Allocation of resources and funding is 
planned to occur from June to October 2010. This will assist landholders to protect remnant bush and 
wildlife habitat (4 year land management agreements/covenants/fencing), improve its condition 
(weed/pest animal management/revegetation) and increase the amount of wildlife habitat 
(revegetation). 
 
Looking forward, the Port Phillip and Westernport CMA has 
applied for further funding to the Caring for our Country program 
on behalf of Yarra4Life for 3 years (2010/11-2013). This funding, 
if approved, is to support private landholders to protect and 
improve habitat in the Yarra Valley. 
 

In the interim, Yarra4Life stakeholders (Melbourne Water, Yarra 
Ranges Council, Cardinia Council, Greening Australia Victoria, 
DSE, Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, Parks Victoria) all 
continue to work collaboratively to protect and improve habitat on 
public and private land and along waterways in the Yarra Valley. 
Remnant habitat like that in the photo attached are being fenced and 
improved by the Yarra4Life program. 
 

More information about Yarra4Life is available at 
http://www.yarra4life.com.au/. 

Image: Merrilyn Serong 

Image : Merrilyn Serong 
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Messmate – Avonsleigh  by Vincent…February. 2010 © 

 

You stand there as you have stood there for the past eighty years. Maybe your first ten were tentative 
as you tenaciously held your place. The winds were hard, the rains came and went. Those hot dry 
summers were the hardest of all until your roots met the water table then you grew and grew. The land 
had been raped before you came, laid bare and washed with DDT so that potatoes could grow without 
competition. There was no labour of love there for in the past great stands of tall forest were removed 
while further down the gully the great queens were put to rest. Now flowers are cultivated on the 
hillsides but not to honour the departed queens (Eucalyptus regans). They like the messmates, 
peppermint gums and mountain greys further up the slope were all dissected to be cremated in as many 
houses as one could find. The stumps and roots were burnt to charcoal and ashes as remains to the bare 
earth. 

Little stands there now as cows graze the fallow weedy paddocks and take up the residual DDT and 
many other chemicals that abound. It is an equanimious affair as the milk and meat is spread through 
the populous nearby city like the potatoes that adorns the baked dinner. 
But there you stand adding girth accepting the lot that you have been given. At least forty metres tall 
and not yet mature. You are accompanied by some brother and sister messmates and a few peppermint 
gums nearly as tall. There is no fire brands labelled on your lower trunk; Humans and nature have 
been kind. 

There you stand with your grasses, poas at your feet, a testimony to some long past of what was. You 
have seen the land sold, segregated with other recovering bush remnants removed and divided parcels 
settled into barer rural settings. Many of the new settlers tried to make the countryside resembling a 
little Europe or an American ranch style leaving only a few who could appreciate and respect what 
was already there. 

You stood there and witnessed a person with a good heart plant a single Eucalytus regans. In a few 
years the mountain ash has made twenty metres. Yes I suspect that your cousins were here before you, 
especially further down the gully. That was the time when the forests there were not just the remnants 
of today. It was a time of tree ferns in the gully and shrubs underneath as tree branches intermingled in 
the presence of just being. Even the rainfall was double back then. 

Now  stand before you a towering messmate, Eucalyptus obliqua, a tree belonging to this place. I have 
minged with your kind as far away as the tablelands near the Queensland border and have sen your 
mob extend to the bottom of Victoria. Your family and associations have cared for the land over a 
great span of time. I observe how you support life; the magpie family nesting in your branches, 
kookaburras laughing from your crown in the late afternoon sun. At night I have heard the call of a 
powerful owl high up. I have seen any colonies up and down your trunk while underneath the fibrous 
bark longicorns, grubs and beetles have made their homes. I can only but wonder at the many friends 
whom you have made underground. 

You stand before me this dry hot summer’s day. You give me shade and some coolness and I am 
happy to share with you 
this feeling of being 
alive. There is relief 
coming as the clouds 
build in the south. The 
north wind has abated 
and a breeze is coming 
in from the south-west. 
I know we will both 
enjoy the rain. 
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Helmeted Honeyeater Merchandise       
 
 

                 Summer stock available   number size  

      

Steel Blue Polo Shirts -   l, xxl xxxl    $35 each     

He Ho   smart and cool      

Blue Polar fleece jackets    l-xl-xxl-xxxl    $35 each     

               with He Ho emblem      

Green Canvas Hat  8'' brim    sizes  57,  61cm  $18 each     

                   with He Ho emblem      

Artists Cards with envelopes for all occasions  $2 each     

M.Heeley's of epacris, greenhoods, E. fulgens E. campohora ,       

J. Flinn  and D Williams  He Ho                     (circle choice)      

 10% P&H      

 TOTAL     

      

           
                                 
  

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name:…………………………………………… 

Address:………………………………………… 

             …………………………P/code……….. 

                                         Sub total: $................... 
            Postage and Handling 10%: $................... 
                            TOTAL enclosed $................... 
Send to: Friends of Helmeted Honeyeater 
               PO Box 131 
               Woori Yallock 3139 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS for 2010-11  
are due on 1 JULY 2010 

** EARLY BIRD Membership renewal offer ** 
Renew your membership by 1 July 2010 to receive: 

1. 12 months Membership 
2. Yellingbo: a special place – a beautiful book of fauna & flora 

published by the Friends ($25 value) 
3. Hilton hunts for a home – a children’s book about the adventures of a 

young Helmeted Honeyeater published by the Friends ($12 value) 

All this for just $35 

Don’t forget our SPECIAL EVENTS… 
 

Annual General Meeting  
The AGM date is Sunday 26/9/10, at the Healesville Sanctuary. Lunch 
and chinwag at the Robert Eadey Pavilion and the AGM meeting is at the 
Theatrette. Kevin Mason is the guest speaker. His history at the HVS is 

outstanding.    Put this date in your calendar now!!! 
 

New Member’s Day on Sunday 4th July 
This is an exciting opportunity for new members to visit the Yellingbo 
Nature Conservation Reserve to experience firsthand the beautiful home 
of the helmeted Honeyeater. Look out for your invitation with details in 
the mail. 


