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Reveg pla hting — Rain, hail or whatever the weather, they come.
Thank you for helping the HeHos!

P

.~ First planting day of the year! It's on. The first 500 plants planted with TAL Insurance staff
today. This year we're restoring a threatened sediga Eucalyptus camphora swamp
community to this cleared floodplain site, supported by funding fromNta¢ional Landcare
Programme20 Million Trees Programme.

Thank you Wolters Kluwer staff, 500 plants in the ground
Thank you Treasury Wine Estates staff of Coldstream Hills and Gladysc today at our swamp site

Vineyards. A great group who spent the day asgjstvith both nursery
propagation and planting of over 500 habitat plants
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Today we joined represitatives fromYarra Ranges Counaild Parks Victorido support a great initiative byarra Contacts 9
Valley Water revegetating Helmeted Honeyeater habitat at their Upper Yarra treatment plant. This property ic |~ ReVe€g Rambles

located on a section of the Yarra River with goaditat potential for Hehos so we're excited to see this initiative .

develop in coming years Merchandise 11

See more athttps://www.facebook.com/HelmeteeHoneyeater1408866722662521/ = The Nursery's finest... 12
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President's report Robert Anderson

Good News! Good News! Good News!

It is certainly a fine time to be a member of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater

The number of volunteers has increased in both the Nursery and in the Community
Education/Revegetation Programs. Thanks to Michelle our Nursery Manager and her assistant Shirley
Henderson and to James Frazer our Community Education/Revegetation Coordinator who provide a
welcoming environment and satisfying conservation tasks

Sue Tardibur Feeding Volunteer Coordinator has worked very hard to enlist many more volunteers to
assist in the Supplementary Feeding Program. It is so encouraging to see new faces in the Food
Preparation Area (actually the upgraded laundry) learning about tbgnam. As a feeding volunteer | find
it is so encouraging to have new, enthusiastic people ready to assist.

What a wonderful result for the Helmeted Honeyeater and Leadbeaters Possum continued existence
happened in the Victorian State Government Budgetamted recently! The sum of $400,000 has been
made available for land purchase. The Friends have a list of land purchase priorities. Now there will be a
chance to select from that list to add valuable habitat to the Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve.

Vivien Kelly

There is a tribute to Vivien in this Newsletter. Her poéfater Ribbonsvas beautifully sung at her funeral
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environment at Yellingbo.

Robert An@rson

AGM notification

The AGMwill be held on the22" of Octoberat the Depot Shegstarting at 12 noon.
It would be appreciated if you woularing a salad or dessert to share.

Theguestspeaker is Bxm Mason,
CEOf the Bjarne KDahl Trust
TheTrust focuses on eucalypts, a@ustralian icorand a gynificant
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to the Trust with broad experiences in the natuealvironment field
from a very diverse work backgroun#lispreviousappointment was
within the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning in the afeas
threatened species, wildlife and terrestribiodiversity and most recentlyegional service
delivery.
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Nursery News Michelle Faram

The warmer conditions experienced recently have been a bonus for us at the nursery
apart from being very enjoyable to work in, our young plants have also been enjoying
the sunshine and warmttoo, and have been putting on lots of new growth. In general
we usually get the occasional frost and lots of foggy mornings at this time of year.

Despite the lovely warm weather we have also experienced some very wild weather conditions. With the
severe winds experienced on two occasions we were forced to close the nursery, due to safety concerns
for the volunteers and staff. Luckily we did rsoiffer too much damage although our windbreak on the
nursery boundary is looking a little worse for wear after a large branch fell on to it. There was also some
damage to a table, some plants, crates and plant labels and there were lots of sticks, ledbeslkato

clear away on our return.

On the 2% of April eleven nursery volunteers and two staff
members took part in First aid information for the community
program held on site by St John Ambulance Australia. The m
emphasis was on CPR and using fébd#ator. It was a very
informative and | think everybody gained something from the
day.
The nursery crew have been very busy preparing and packing
LX I yd 2NRSNAE FyR LXIFyda F¥2N
Reserve. There have been over 14,00 collected from the
nursery since the beginning of April.

It is a difficult and extremely busy time of the year as the
majority of the plant orders are collected in a very small time
frame between April and JunéVhile we have been busy with
orders we have also continued to produce lots of new plants.
Maintenance of the nursery has been a little bit different this
year with the igloo shade covers being removed a little bit late
than usual due to the hot weather and lots more hand wateri
of stok required.

Fortunately we have had lots of extra help this year with enthusiastic university students getting in lots of
work experience at the nursery and also helping out James. A group of Swinburne students from Wantirn
campus also joined us farday to undertake some plant propagation exercises; we have had a couple of
corporate groups also working at the nursery including groups from Yarra Valley Wineries and Tal
Insurance. This week the Green Army have been lending a hand.

Sadly in March we lost one of our volunteers, Vivien Kell
who in only a short time with us became a valued membe
of the nursery crew and the Friends of tielmeted
Honeyeater group, contributing wholeheartedly to our
cause. Our thoughts are with her family

Images of Vivien& Water Ribbong A Yy Rt @ LINRPPARSR o8&
Images of HeHos banner & Vivien in the Nursery: Michelle Faram




Vivien's farewell tribute to Yellingbo

Yellingbo Congeation Area was a glimpse of heaven, believed Vivien Kelly, an enthusiastic and mi
loved member of theHehoswho sadly passed away in March after a long illness. Viv lived in
Macclesfield for over 40 years.

Her funeral, which was held at the Maccle&di Community Church on 11 March and conducted by th
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Ribbonswritten by Viv as a moving tribute to Yellingbo Patch.

Viv joined theHehosabout three yeas ago and quickly endeared herself to the volunteers who care
the Yellingbo environment with her infectious enthusiasm for the birds and their habitat. Viv was a
secondary art and craft teacher by training, and created a beautiful hand stitched biamriee
celebrations for the 28 Anniversary.

As her physical abilities worsened during her iliness, Viv turned her creative talents to poetry and r
With the assistance of Cindy, Music Therapist at Eastern Palliative Care, Viv created t&atemg
Ribbond y R LISYySR (G(KS ¢g2NRa ¢gKAOK S@20l GA@gSte R
name given by the Celts to places where there they believed that only a thin space separated hea
and earth.

Viv is survived by her husband Jirar B sons and their families, her widenfdy and many friends.
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Yellingbo, a place where water ribbons flow
Swirling down the mountain streams
Wurundjeri country from long ago
Becoming one with my dreams

With my dreams

Swamp gums, and scented paperbark
A verdant forest green

Helmeted honey eaters flit and lark

A glorious golden scene

Yellingbo, a place where water ribbons flow
Swirling down the mountain streams
Wurundjeri country from long ago
Becoming one with my dreams

With my dreams

Coral fern and maidenhair

Softly cascade over the forest floor

Superb lyrebird birds and fairy possums rare
And so many more to adore

Pink heath and blue grass lilies

Purple Flag flower and wattles of gold
Muttonwood and prickly currant bush berries
Forest jewels to behold

Yellingbo, a place where water ribbons flow
Swirling down the mountain streams
Wurundjeri country from long ago
Becoming one with my dreams

With my dreams

Platypus and feather-tail gliders

Brown thombills and black wallaby
Whistling treefrog and flower spiders
Conserve all, great and small, in harmony
In harmony, in harmony

© Vivien Kelly




Out in the Field Bruce Quin

Helmeted Honeyeater Wild Population Monitoring

YELLINGBO NATURENSERVATION RESERVE
2015/2016 breeding season

It was an extremely pleasing 2015/2016 breeding season for Helmeted Hoeey®&ath 32 breeding pairs
and 68 fledglings confirmed. 177 individuals were known to be alive in April 2016; however, there is
believed to be currently close to 200 Helmeted Honeyeaters at Yellingbo Nature Conservation Féserve.
of the 68 2015/2016 bred#ing season fledglings have been banded and-B&Apled to date; also one
already banded adult has had a DNA sample taken from it recently.

Genetic management saw the return an adult male from one of the release sites in Yellingbo to the captiv
colony atHealesville Sanctuary during February 2016. It is also hoped that an adult female taken back intc
captivity in May this year because of permanent blindness in one eye can also be used as a breeding
individual. It is not known how the severe eye injury aced and she is also being treated for liver
diseaseHealesville Sanctuary Veterinarians have also needed to treat one Helmeted Honeyeater for a
partly detached claw and another for a minor lower leg injury.

tfFya F2NJ 0KAA& &bkl Ndmated MBnbyBdtess $ YalifighddrelLlidarnés$. The release
of probably 10 individuals bred at Healesville Sanctuary is likely to occur in September.

Revegetation programs continue and this includes planning for further4secgke plantings in the future
Yellingbo. Pest animal control projects also are currently taking place in the reserve.

BUNYIP STATE PARK

In March 2016, two Helmeted Honeyeaters and three Yetigited Honeyeaters (Gippsland subspecies)
were detected in an area of Bunyip State Pditke Helmeted Honeyeaters have comprised a breeding pair
in the past, but nesting by this pair during the 2015/2016 breeding season was not confirmed. It is plannec
to band and DNA sample all unbanded individuals of both subspecies at this locationJun@ng016.

The hard work of volunteers and staff working on the program is being rewarded. Many thanks to all
involved.

Bruce

Donations

Your donations are very important to us and we would like to thank and acknowledge the following for
their recent don&ions. Here is the donations list - it is very long!

Margaret Ross,Christine Head, N & D Gross, Oxley College, G & M Edwards, Sue Bendel, R & K Case,
R Young, Gillian Rayner, Anne Taylor, Neville Millar, D & S Everitt, A & B Hubschmann, P Bellis,
Dorathy Scott, V Williams, Margaret Cantwell, Philip Johnston, David & Shirley Williams, Jake McKenzie,
F & B Faram, D Child, C Barlough, M & N Stewart, Irene Pearey, lan Price, Women of Interest,

Annette Hanigan, Christine Duncan, N Marriott, Aust. Pl&udciety (Wilson Park), Dawn Neylan,

AJ PickettJennie Epstein

We receivedwo paymentsover the last few months frorRitchies Loyalty Progrant thank you to those
who allocate their 'points' to FOHH.

52y Qi iffyauibf at N5Ayou can nomiate the Friends group on your community benefits card
and0.5% of your shopping dollars will be directed to us.



A feeder’s morning Sue Tardif
Coordinator of Yolunteers (Supplementary Feeding Program)

Back in February | told you about the 50 fabulous people who made up the supplementary feeding
program team. In true Australian style, we shorten this to 'the feeders'. After settling in, working out who's
who and who des what in the supplementary feeding program, it was time for some foot work. As | write
this in May, it's exciting to see what a difference a couple of months can make.

Whilst a willing, patient and valued army of feeders helped with the task of batiéngixtysix 201516
fledglings in Fetearly April, planning was underway for where the greatest benefits could be gained in the
feeding roster.

50 feeders, brilliant as this was, was actually a decrease from a group of 75 feeders when a new release
site was established in late 2013 (a number that comfortably maintained the feeding roster). We were
asking a lot of our feeders, particularly as additional feeding sites came onboard in 2014 and 2015.

The Threatened Bird Network (TBN) assisted with aurgsent drive an 22 Mach. One of the lecturers at
Deakin Unand the Australian Aviculturalist Magazine picked up the ad anqubsted it to their
students/membersFrom that,| have had 61 new enquiries to date. Of these enquiries, 42 new feeders
have janed, or will join, the feeding program. With 6 'old' feeders also having returned, and having only
lost 2 feeders along the way, we have almost doubled the feeding group. Our new feeders are all at
different stages of doing a 3 session induction prograeiore being placeéhto the ongoing roster. By
August (breeding season) they will all be in their own rostered slot helping monitor thel20hfeeding
season progress (at least that's the plan!).

There is a really good mix of ages and experienceam#éw group, and if the first people to start are any
indication, they are all enthusiastic, interested and keen to help. Do we really need all those new feeders
though?

Yes! What it will allow is:

1 to be able to pair most feeders, on most days throughthe year

1 to split our longest feed session (taking 6 hours to feed 2 sites) into two separate feeds,
decreasing the time we ask of all feeders from 6 to 4 hours

1 our new feeders will mostly make up a new team (Green site team). They will do some feeding,
whilst also monitoring an adjacent area with a wild HeHo population (areas birds aren't fed).
These birds are critical to the genetic management work undertaken across the whole HeHo
population, including the captive program

1 to free up some experienced fders to establish monthly surveys in areas of the reserve we only
get to once or twice a year, without asking any more time of them than we do now. Monthly
surveys will be done in the same week of the month so we can determine better what the
population isdoing across the reserve at any given time

1 and arguably more importantly, increased community ownership and the strength that comes
with sharing wonderful experiences and sharing the work load.

Surprisingly perhaps, we will still have some roster gapsbi@gest need is people who have AWD/4WD
vehicles. The tracks aren't rough, but 2WD vehicles can't access one of our five sites and just 2 of our 48
new feeders have an AWD/4WD. If you would like to joinkh® S Ré&aM,Iplkase don't hesitate to ask for
more details orhehofeeder@gmail.com

PS. Am | allowed to say that if it was all about the birds it would be boring? Maybe not, but the bush is a
joy to be in!


mailto:hehofeeder@gmail.com

Yarra Ranges Landcare Network
Anne Fitzpatrick Landcare Facilitator

Landcare for Cyclists — along the Warby Rail Trail
S Celebrating World Environment Day, 2016

f

Warburton Rail Trail, Wesburn ~ Sunda$l Bune More details via_www.yarrarangeslandcare.org.au

Co-ordinator's Column James Frazer

23 May 2016

Planting season is now in full swing. Those who have visited the Depot Shed at Sh
Rd recently may have noticed the deer exclusion fencing installed around tHgitayv
swampy area to the north of the shed. This fence encloses anairapproximately
2ha and was completed at the end of March. Supply and delivery of the fence was
provided by Parks Victoria in order to complement our plantings conducted on site for the Commonwealth
20 Million Trees program. | was most grateful for Bwding of the fence as it allowed budget allocated to
tree guards to be reallocated to additional plants for the sigegreat result to deliver above our planting
target.

The Depot Swamp site has been targeted for thestablishment of a sedgech Ewcalyptus

camphoraswamp community, critical habitat of the Helmeted Honeyeater. Favourablgten

environmental conditions for the successful establishmerEw¢ camphoranclude periods of seasonal
inundation of varying degrees across the site, deepléesoils and a sheltered aspect. Trial plantings of

Euc camphora conducted 12 months ago have established well on site. Most importantly, the Depot
{6l YL aAGS gAff OoNARYy3a W2y fAYySQ | fIFNHS o6f201 2
reintroduced Woori Yallock creek Heho colonies. It is hoped this will ultimately increase carrying capacity
on the Woori Yallock creek corridor.

Planting has progressed quickly at the site, commencing at the beginning of April. The early start ensured
we cauld target areas that will be subject to Winter/Spring inundation, allowing plants time to set down
roots and adapt to increasing soil wetness. At the time of writing, 6 planting groups totalling 128
participants have planted 4,905 tube stock. A furthgal&nting groups are booked through to the 3rd

week of June. If you have an interested School or Community group, | have a number of dates available it
July. All planting days are coupled with an educational presentation on Helmeted Honeyeater
conservationEase of site access to the Depot Shed and the presence of shelter, toilets and a kitchen have
YIRS (KAa &@SIFENRa LI FydAy3d RIFE&a LI NILAOdzZ F NY &8 Odza
a paddock next year!


:%20%20www.yarrarangeslandcare.org.au

Thankyou LaTrobe UnlverS|ty Bendlgo 1200 plants in  Convoy of Conservation this morning! 61 people,

the ground today. Replanting the endangered sedge- ~ 1.5hrs planting - 1,955 plants in the ground. Great

rich Eucalyptus camphora swamp community as part ~ €ffort! The swamp forest planted is part of a wider

of our 20 Million Trees grant funded works. revegetation project funded through the

Images: James Frazer Commonwealth Government 20 Million Trees
Programme (part of the National Landcare Program)
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YV Landcare Network Gard  Anne Fitzpatrick 0488 766 113: YVLandcare@bigpond.com

streetaddress: 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139
postal addess: PO Box 131 Woori Yallogk39
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seed collecting, a real pleasure.

On the 1% of March the watedevels in Woori Yallock Creek were still low, so | went i
after some junk in one of the deep holes. Unfortunately it turned out to be a substanged® 3
part of an old car and a little beyond me. Continuing the general rubbish collection down the east bank an
into the little billabong where no one ever goes | came across some freshly weeded Nightshade. We are
not alone! Victorian Smooth Froglets were calling and a Rufous Famtsihvdense shrubs, flicking itail
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