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Yellingbo Primary School (closed)
Sadly the school as we know it has gone. Our memories with the students and teachers
live on in many ways.
Matilda, our famous revegetation trailer, carries the art work that David Williams and

the children created to tell the story of looking after the
indigenous wildlife in the area.
I have been able to bring the original artwork for the trailer back to the
Yellingbo Reserve. The plan is to hang the art work either at the house
or at the Depot Shed.
A request has been sent to the
Education Department asking
that we be allowed to remove
the pottery mural that adorns the wall of the school facing the street.
If we could hang that mural either at the house or at the Depot Shed,
it would continue the very positive relationship that we had with the
school.
Wurundjeri Visit
Last month the Friends hosted a visit of some Wurundjeri elders to the reserve. We had an opportunity
to speak with them about our work with the community to spread the word about looking after the natural
environment. Manna Gums are most significant in the Wurundjeri culture, so taking them to see the
massive Manna Gum at the Depot Shed was a “must”. They visited areas that we are revegetating where
the Woori Yallock and Cockatoo Creeks meet. We hope that the Elders will provide us with an indigenous
name to remind us of the history of Yellingbo.
Berwick/Beaconsfield Visit
On May 7 nearly 40 folk from the Berwick/Beaconsfield who are interested in Helmeted Honeyeaters
visited Yellingbo to see for themselves what is needed for birds to be reintroduced into their part of the
world. A release of He Hos to the Cardinia Creek at Upper Beaconsfield is a possibility. The 1983
Wednesday Bushfires destroyed the birds’ habitat. Plans will be developed to work towards a release some
time in the future.

2016/2017 breeding season
The 2016/2017 breeding season for Helmeted Honeyeaters was one of the longest breeding seasons on
record. The egg laying period was from 13th August 2016 to the 10th February 2017 and the last fledging of
the season occurred on 7th March (2017). Twenty-eight breeding territories and 61 fledglings were
confirmed. These figures are the second highest since the Recovery Program began in 1989, being only less
than those of the previous breeding season (32 breeding territories; 68 fledglings).
Fledgling processing: 42 of the 61 fledglings of the 2016/2017 breeding season have been banded and of
these, 40 have been DNA-sampled too. The aim is to individually colour band and DNA – sample all
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individuals within the population so that a precise population figure and genetic composition is gained.
Currently, the total population of Helmeted Honeyeaters at Yellingbo is in excess of 180 individuals.
Health Aspects
Six Helmeted Honeyeaters required Veterinary attention at Healesville Sanctuary’s Australian Wildlife
Health Centre (AWHC) during the 2016/2017 breeding season. A male Helmeted Honeyeater was
successfully returned to his Cockatoo Swamp territory in early-December (2016) after recovering from a
fractured leg (cause unknown). Another male required treatment for a band-related leg injury and was
returned to his Cockatoo Swamp territory during late-February (2017).
In April 2017, a third male was taken to the AWHC because of lameness
when attempting to weight bear on his right foot; this foot was slightly
swollen and the lower leg had a minor laceration. He was returned to his
colony six days later and has since appeared to be doing well. Also in this
month, a female fledging of the 2016/2017 breeding season was taken
to the AWHC in poor condition and with all but one secondary feather
missing on her right wing (resulting from a suspected predator attack).
She also has made a successful return to her territory in the wild.

Inside the Australian Wildlife Health Centre

Unfortunately, two Helmeted Honeyeaters could not be returned to Yellingbo. One male had to be ‘put
down’ because of gout and a female died for unknown reasons after largely recovering from a foot injury
which was also thought to be the result of a predator’s attack.
2016 Release of Captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters
Four of seven captive-bred birds released on 8th September 2016 in Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve
have been sighted within the period of mid - April to mid – May 2017. None are known to have bred during
the 2016/2017 breeding season but it is hoped that they become breeding birds in the next breeding
season.

The monitoring program at the Labertouche North site within Bunyip State Park has detected just a single
Helmeted Honeyeater during April – early May 2017. A further search of the area will be conducted during
late May – early June to determine if any other Helmeted Honeyeaters are with the known individual.
The next edition of He Ho Herald will update you on the Helmeted Honeyeaters living in the wild. Thank
you very much for all the wonderful support you provide to the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Program.
Bruce.

Cheerfulness and goodwill make labour light. (Danish Proverb)
I regularly feel in awe at the goodwill of the people who volunteer their time and energy in the
supplementary feeding program.
The mornings have turned crisp and cool now. Often, the supplementary feeding teams arrive at Yellingbo
through a shroud of mist and fog. It’s beautiful, but cold! As the feeders carefully mix the nectar substitute
for the birds, and collect all of the other equipment they need for their morning task, the conversation and
laughter flows easily. Yellingbo suddenly feels warm despite the frost in the air. Is that just my imagination?
3

From our different parts of Melbourne, we all arrive around the same time. The birds are up and active
early, and so are we. Some of the volunteers live locally, whilst many travel well over an hour (some over 2
hours!), each way, just to help out. A train, a bus, another train then a car journey for the final leg was my
feeding partner’s method of getting to Yellingbo last week. Wow! As we head out into the bush together
with our minds and conversation on the task ahead, there is no suggestion that this was a hardship.
Cheerfulness and goodwill abound in the supplementary feeding program, and it definitely makes the
labour light. I’d also add, rewarding!
It’s rewarding for the things we see and experience out in the bush, but equally rewarding for the time we
spend with like-minded people. That’s worth getting up early on a cold morning for!
At this time of year (after the breeding season), we see some of the un-partnered and more submissive
birds returning to the breeding colonies where they were raised. At times, they may have been missing
(unsighted) for many months, having been encouraged by their parents to get out in the world and find
their own patch. Despite our best efforts at finding where they go, we often don’t know. It’s all part of the
mystery, and joy, of going out to feed each time. Who, or what, will we see this time? What surprise is in
store for us?
Recently, the supplementary feeding program has been the fortunate recipient of a share of more than
$66,000 funding from the Myer Foundation Directors Discretionary Grants 2015-16 New Large Grants
program, made to the Friends group. In awarding this funding, the Myer Foundation Directors recognised
that the habitat restoration work of the Friends, and the successful outcomes achieved through
supplementary feeding are two critical elements in the long-term recovery of the Helmeted Honeyeater.
Funding for equipment is quite hard to come by. The equipment we have been using in the supplementary
feeding and Bruce’s fieldwork program definitely reflects this, with much of what we have used prior to
Bruce’s involvement, and he’s been around for well over 20 years! We are good at ‘making do’, but what a
difference it makes when you use a purpose built piece of equipment. The Myer Foundation funding is very
welcome. The supplementary feeding volunteers now have up-to-date and good quality equipment such as
binoculars, UHF radios, back packs, reference books and comfortable gumboots (yes, there is such a
thing!). We are also working with our local Badger Creek Men’s Shed to have feed stations and bird
trapping and transport boxes built, modified and/or repaired. This is already making a huge difference to
our banding days.
In the coming months, we will be trialling a new system of collecting HeHo population data using an ArcGIS
Collector that links directly into DELWPs mapping system. This new technology will be less complex than
our current technology, saving many, many hours
of field and desk based time. It is only possible
because of the Myer Foundation funding.
Bruce and I can’t thank the Myer Foundation
enough, nor the Badgers Creek Men’s Shed for
agreeing to help us. We are humbled by every one
of our 90+ volunteer supplementary feeding
volunteers whose cheerfulness and goodwill is the
cornerstone of what we do. Thank you.
Would you like to know more about what being a
supplementary feeder entails?
Please contact Sue: (mobile) 0456 991 296 or
(email) hehofeeder@gmail.com
John Thomson (Badger Creek Men's Shed) and Bob Anderson
(FoHH President) discuss the feed station re-modelling.
Image: Sue Tardif
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The past few months have been exceptionally busy at the Friends nursery and
there is always lots to do. Currently the priority is the preparation and packing of
plants for orders. The plants have been ordered among others by groups such as
Macclesfield Landcare, Melbourne Water, Port Phillip and Westernport
Catchment Management Authority, Cardinia Shire Council, Yarra Ranges Council,
private landowners, and the Helmeted Honeyeater revegetation program led by Cecilia.
Seed collecting, seed sowing, pricking out seedlings, propagation of plants from cuttings and division most
often take priority at the nursery as the demand grows for the supply of plants for revegetation projects.
While growing enough plants to supply orders there is also the need for lots of maintenance to be
undertaken in the nursery grounds and gardens, as well as of the plant stock to keep everything in good
order. Maintenance tasks mainly include weeding, pruning, watering and the sorting and cleaning of
returned plastic tubes and pots.
There is also the need to keep and our sales area fully stocked with a selection of our best plants and to
keep the irrigation system running smoothly and the water tanks full.
Autumn and winter are not the time to put up your feet and have a rest.
Shirley and I have just about been run off our feet but we are very fortunate to have a fantastic group of
nursery volunteers who have regularly attend the nursery to help, on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s over many
years and despite some very chilly mornings of late it is also great to see so many new faces joining in with
them.
Over the past couple of months, we have also been lucky enough to have several different groups coming
to the nursery to assist. These groups have included Worowa College, Swinburne TAFE Wantirna campus
students and this week a group from the Yarra Valley Wineries who got stuck in to some propagation and
some heavy-duty garden maintenance.

123 Yarra Valley Vineyard group
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The vision of improving the habitat from Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve along the 8km stretch of
the Woori Yallock Creek to Butterfield Reserve, in order to support Helmeted Honeyeaters and other
species, is now a step closer to becoming a reality.
Establishing corridors out from Yellingbo is a high priority if we are to protect the bird from the risks of
disease and bushfire posed by their single location at Yellingbo, and this section of the Woori Yallock Creek
has been identified as a prime site for such a corridor.
The work that Friends have and will be doing in developing and fulfilling this vision has been made possible
by the fact that Friends now have Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status so that donations to the Friends
of the Helmeted Honeyeater are now tax deductible. Most philanthropic organisations are only able to
make grants to bodies with DGR status.
The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater have recently received
the welcome news that The Helen McPherson Smith Trust, a
Victorian philanthropic foundation, has approved a three-year
grant to support a project worker to collaborate with landowners
along this stretch of the Woori Yallock Creek, to undertake habitat
restoration.
In close partnership with Macclesfield Landcare and John’s Hill
Landcare, the project is due to commence in July. It will build on the revegetation work Macclesfield
Landcare has been doing with the owners of Oxford Downs, and the work that Johns Hill Landcare has been
doing with landowners at the Butterfield end in relation to week control.
Late in 2016 we also received the welcome news that the R.E.Ross Trust
would be supporting a two year revegetation project at Sheepstation Creek, a
section of the YNCR which also has great potential to support Helmeted
Honeyeaters.
These two grants, in addition to the original grant received from The Myer
Foundation in mid-2016, which is supporting the habitat restoration being
undertaken at Ewen Road, are very affirming of the work of the Friends and its
partner organisations, as these grants are highly competitive.
With the support of the community, including local landowners and volunteers, we look forward to
fulfilling the vision which these grants have enabled.
Dorothy Scott

Have you arrived home from the Nursery, feeding the birds and/or other Friends’
activities and realised you are missing some of your clothing or gear?
Pop in and check out the ‘Lost Property’ box at the house. There is a collection
of clothes and sunglasses waiting to be claimed by their owner
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On Sunday 30th April, approximately 40 volunteers attended a planting day along the
Woori Yallock Creek, at the Oxford Downs property, organised by the Macclesfield
Landcare Group. Around 2000 plants were put back along the creek corridor,
extending and improving habitat for the endangered Helmeted
Honeyeater. A fine lunch was put on by the Macclesfield CFA. The project is supported by the Port Phillip
and Westernport Catchment Management Authority and Melbourne Water. A Huge thank-you to everyone
who contributed to the day.

are very important to us. Thank you for your generosity.
Jan Fleming, Shirley Ruhsam, the Case family, the Hubschumann family, Keith and Susan Collett, Ray
Radford, Brigith Roy, Louise Harriss, Meg Bentley, Christine Duncan, Chris Scarlet, Josie Schapel, Patti
Crowley, Stephen Garth, Irene Pearey, Patricia Child, S & D Williams Phil Johnston Frank Dean Paul Spinks,
Margaret Ross, Ngaio Buck, J.D Clifford & J.A Slaney, James Frazer, Peter Anderson, J.Antrobus - in memory
of Wilma Scoble, James Kelly and family and an unknown monthly donator WK
Don’t forget: If you shop at IGA, you can nominate the Friends group on your Community
Benefits card and 0.5 % of your shopping docket will be directed to us.
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We would also like to acknowledge the Shire of Yarra Ranges for their ongoing support in the
distribution of this newsletter.

Contacts

President
Secretary

DSE ornithologist
FoHH Co-ord
Newsletter Editor

Bob Anderson
Marita Hanigan
Alan Clayton
Bruce Quin

Vice-President
Treasurer
Sue Bendel
Robyn Young
Neil Wentworth

Richard Case
Suzanne Cox
Vivian Price
Jeff Dickinson

Bruce Quin
Cecilia Imre
Sandra Turnley

Nursery Manager Michelle Faram
Merchandise
Debbie Mitchell
e: hehonewsletter@gmail.com

Richard Case 9720 4062
To contact any of the above, call the office on 5964 8341
e: heho1@optusnet.com.au
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
street address: 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139

YV Landcare Network Co-ord

postal address: PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139

Anne Fitzpatrick 0488 766 113

e: YVLandcare@bigpond.com

Early Autumn has brought us a mixture of looking, wondering, weeding, seed collecting
and wandering.
The Reveg Day of the 12th of March was a humid day with cloud down to 5000' and the
rumble of distant thunder. We began with a
●
●
●
visit to the NZ Flax site where we had
conducted an experimental removal of this weed in August. We
had left the growing parts on top of a log to dry out but this had
Sunday 4th June
not happened. They were showing some regrowth and one even
had the nerve to put up a weedy flower stem. You have to admire
Sunday 9th July
them! Others had been dislodged by animals and were putting out
Sunday 13th August
roots. So we gathered them up, crammed them into two bags and
Sunday 10th September
removed them from the site. The patch we had weeded remained
All start at 10.00am from the
clear of any regrowth. I'll count that as a win.
Nursery and are automatically
cancelled if damaging winds (60
We moved on to the old Depot 2 aviary site. Nearby is a wetland
kph), severe, extreme, total fire
which was deemed to be of State Significance before the big
ban or code red are forecast for
drought. Although it doesn't look as good as it used to the key
the Central District. Please check
plants are still there. Lately it has been invaded by the weed St
with the Bureau of Meteorology
Peter's Wort. We set to, to see if this area could be cleared. The
at 5.00pm the day before.
big plants were easy to see and remove but looking closely, the
●
●
●
area was covered with little plants that would spring up next year.
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To compound matters, the areas outside where we were working were also filled with St Peter's Wort.
Unfortunately it looks like this job will be too big for us. Nevertheless, we did manage to remove six bags of
the stuff before lunch.
The bush was alive with birds, including Eastern Whipbird, Spotted Pardalote, Scarlet Robin and Golden
Whistler. There were also a few long, thin grasshoppers with long noses; the bigger ones were pale brown
like dry grass and the smaller ones were bright green.
We had lunch at the Depot where we were entertained by a White-throated Tree-creeper examining the
tree trunks. We then collected Victorian Christmas Bush seed nearby. Next we drove down to Sheep
Station Creek, hoping to collect Bladey Grass. Unfortunately it had been slashed earlier in the season and
did not have much seed so we left it. Moving back to Parslows Bridge, we hoped to collect the Tree Violet
seed that was mostly unripe last month, however we were surprised to find that it had all gone. Better luck
next year. So we satisfied ourselves by collecting Muttonwood instead.
Back at the house we set out the seed to dry and were lucky to see some White-throated Needletails
(Spine-tailed Swifts) away up overhead, just specks to the naked eye but visible with 10x binocs, I guessed
they were about 2000 - 2500' up. Their complete mastery of the windy conditions a fitting end to the day.
The 9th of April was a cold, rainy day. As there were so few of us we decided to have a look around the
west side of Woori Yallock Creek floodplain, a place we rarely get to. As we moved along, we passed
through our Tree Tobacco patch and noted a few small ones growing; we'll get these later this year. We
also saw some of the tenacious Madeira Winter Cherry and again will get back to that weed later.
Our first joy of the day was coming across a small Leafy Flat Sedge swamp. Although other flat sedges are
more common, we usually find Leafy Flat Sedge as
isolated specimens, so coming across a clump of
1.Tree Violet
them was a bonus. Hopefully, when the time is
Colleen Miller
bwvp.ecolinc.vic.edu.au
right, we will be able to collect seed from them
too.
2.Madiera Winter Cherry
Wikipedia.com

Despite the rain there were a few birds about, a
bedraggled Kookaburra, Yellow Robin, Yellowtailed Black Cockatoo, Eastern Spinebill and a
Black Wallaby thumping off through the scrub.

3.Leafy Flat Sedge
canberra.naturemapr.org

After a bit of a struggle we finally found what I
was looking for, more NZ Flax!

4.NZ Flax
Forest & Kim Star
gardeningknowhow.com

I had seen this patch many years ago but had
been unable to relocate it. There they were, on
the east bank, eleven of them, having a really
good time. Fine, well grown weeds with massive
flower spikes and plenty of seed. Probably the
parents of the other patch I referred to earlier.
We marked the location and later were able to
get to them from the other side and at least
remove the flower heads. Removing the plants
will have to wait for another day.

Although the conditions were a bit poor, they only served to bring out the beauty of the place, the freshwashed greens, the light and shade and the solitude of this narrow little valley; another of Yellingbo's
hidden gems.
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1. Spotted Pardalote

2. Yellow Robin

4. Golden whistler

5. Eastern whipbird

3. Scarlet Robin

6. Yellow -tailed Black Cockatoo

7. Eastern spinebill

2017 planting season has begun.
The planting season is well underway, commencing in early April with various school,
university and community groups. These plantings have occurred at McColl’s swamp for
the 20 million tree project and at the 3.2 ha site. 5,139 tubestock are already in with the
help of these 134 volunteers. So thank you to all in kicking off the season. A huge thank you also for all the
volunteers, Michelle and Shirley in the nursery for providing all the plant stock for this year, each year
seems to be getting bigger and bigger and they are doing an amazing job keeping up with the demand and
producing great stock.
Fences have also been constructed at two new planting sites at Sheepstation creek and Ewen Road ready
for planting this year.
The 20 million tree project is in its final stages to be completed by the end of June 2017.
If you know of any interested school, corporate or community groups that would like to visit the reserve
for a planting day with is combined with environmental education about the Helmeted Honeyeater
conservation efforts. There are multiple dates still available for this year planting season.

La Trobe Bendigo planting at McColls swamp,
1589 plants

Aquinas College planting at McColls swamp,
500 plants
Images: Cecilia Imre
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100% of proceeds go to our on-ground projects to save this special species
Cost

No. required

Sub-total

Mugs
Ceramic mug with Helmeted Honeyeater

Pick-up only

$10

'Hilton hunts for a home' picture book
'Luna the leadbeater's possum’

Special offer
Hard cover

$10 ***
$5
$30 ***

'Luna the leadbeater's possum’

Soft cover

$15 ***

Available are the photos of birds taken by
members and we still have a limited number of
the plant paintings.

All with pale yellow
background

$2 each
or 6 for
$10

Clothing

Sizes available

Polo fleece beanies:
 Blue with Pink Heath (epacris impresso)
 Green with Helmeted Honeyeater
Polar fleece Vest – Blue – new stock
Polar fleece Jacket – Green. Keep warm this
winter in our cosy, comfortable fleece jackets
with the HeHo bird emblem.
Polo shirt- smart slate blue, ladies / CHILD size
Polo Shirt - smart slate blue, mens
Canvas hat - Bone HH emblem, brim 20 cms
Canvas hat - Green - HH emblem, brim 20 cms
Bone bucket hat
CAPS, bone brushed cotton dark green, suede
brim (like the original ones)

Size fits all

Books
'Yellingbo - a special place'

Cards -

$10
$10
$35
$45 ***

S, M, L, XL
m & l only

10, 12, 14 ,16
L, XL, XXL ,XXL
59, 61
57,
Size fits all

Total
20% postage & handling ***see below to
contact HeHo first to get a price for heavier orders

TOTAL TO PAY

$20
$25
$10
$10
$8
$10

........................................................................
........................................................................
..................................................................................

3.

2.

1.

What beautiful pictures of our
State emblem
Images 1 2 3 5 taken by Kim
Wormald
Image 4

taken by Shellie Drysdale

4.

Payment options
1. By post. Please mail this form and your payment to:
Att: Merchandise officer

***Postage cost inquiry required: 5964 8341

Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater

PO Box 131, Woori Yallock, VIC 3139

2. Online banking. Please email or post this completed order form when paying through online banking
E: heho1@optusnet.com.au
Account name: Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc Running account
Bank: Bendigo Bank, Woori Yallock. BSB: 633 000 Account number: 138839170
Reference field: Please write ‘Merchandise order’ AND your full name so we can identify the payee
and send your order without delay.
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Allocasuarina littoralis
Black Sheoak
An upright small tree 4-8m x 2-5m. with
deeply fissured bark.
They are dioecious meaning that they
bear male and female flowers on
separate plants.
The female flowers are reddish to
crimson and are followed by hard seed
cones.
Male flower spikes are dark brown

●

●

●

Copyright
All illustrations and images are copyright and must not be used in any form or by any means be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted without prior written approval.
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