Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater

HeHo Herald
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater

Friends of the Helmeted Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Honeyeater Honeyeater Friends of the Helmeted Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater

The committee is similar to last year and we
look forward to serving with enthusiasm once
again.

The 25th AGM was a fitting conclusion to the
celebrations of this special year. Good friends,
good food and lots of lively chatter started the
event well. While the number of apologies
seemed to be higher this year, we could still
manage a good representation of members.
—The Treasurer’s report showed that we are
in a sound position financially. The
employment of a book keeper has been
beneficial, because it has assisted the
Treasurer with what has become an
increasingly complex task.
—The Ornithologist’s report highlighted the
success of the past breeding season, and the
work of the volunteer feeders, who provide a
labour force 7 days a week. Dare we hope
that the He Ho is on the “come back trail”.
—The Nursery Manager’s report is testament
to her skills and the enthusiastic band of
volunteers who turn up week after week.
—The Community Education Coordinator’s
report provided the realisation that the work
of the past 25 years is showing that there are
so many who care for conservation.

The guest speaker, Joe Greet, enlightened us
with his research work on the Mountain
Swamp Gum in the reserve. It was a fitting
end to the AGM, as we learned more about
the unique habitat of the Helmeted Honey
eater.

At one release the Hon Ryan Smith,
Environment Minister, and Cindy McLeish,
MP for Seymour attended. Soon after the
release the Minister uploaded images of the
birds to Twitter. Media coverage of this kind
assists with the Friends community educa
tion.

Gregory Andrews is the Australia wide
commissioner for threatened species. His
office is in Canberra. We were fortunate that
he visited Yellingbo recently. His enthusiasm
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or wildlife soon came through to the group
that showed him the reserve. He made some
very positive comments about the Friends
work. It is most encouraging to know that the
Friends are appreciated at that level.

struck, a windblown tree crashing on to the
shade house. Thanks to Parks Victoria the
tree has been removed, the crooked benches

Early in October Marita Hanigan and I were
privileged to attend the school assembly.
We thanked four year 1 students, who raised
over $206 through their own initiative. Their
names appear on a feeding station, because
the money was used to renovate it.

Throughout September/October a section of
the Nursery was looking very smart with its
new propagation area with more benches and
heat pads. Thanks to Yarra Ranges for funds
and to Peter Gambrell and Robin Young for
carrying out the huge task of fitting all the
pieces together.
However, on Tuesday, 28th October disaster

Positive outcomes are a feature of the
2014/2015 breeding season for Helmeted
Honeyeaters at Yellingbo Nature Conservation

Reserve. Eighteen breeding pairs and 25
fledglings have been confirmed as we
approach the end of November. The number

sent away for repair and a contractor will
soon straighten the shade house.
Peace and harmony will soon be restored.

of breeding pairs for the current breeding
season represents an increase of two breeding
territories from the previous breeding season.
The number of fledglings for 2014/2015
breeding season is well on the way to
improving upon the corresponding figure for
the 2013/2014 breeding season (36).
Releases of captivebred birds during the
2014/2015 breeding season and previous
breeding season have been successful.
Therefore, 127 individuals have been recorded
at Yellingbo during the last two months, the
highest number recorded since the intensive
recovery program began in 1989.
2014/2015 Breeding Season
Sixteen of the 25 fledglings have been
produced at the release site adjacent to
Cockatoo Swamp. The dense shrub layer at
much of this site is conducive to successful
nesting. However, as I write this article staff
from Australian Ecosystems are planting

eucalypts and shrubs at this site to bolster
the overstorey and midstorey! Further, work
commissioned by Parks Victoria is occurring
to control pest animals at this and other sites
within Yellingbo.

At the largest naturallyoccurring colony
within Yellingbo, four breeding pairs and
three fledglings have been detected. These
figures should increase as monitoring of this
site intensifies during the latter months of the
2014/2015 breeding
season. Three of
these pairs contain a
female that hatched
at the release area of
Cockatoo Swamp,
indicative of
successful breeding
at that site over the
past few seasons
and also
demonstrating that
daughters are the
dispersing
individuals of the
Helmeted
Honeyeater world
(and bird world in
general).

There is another lone breeding territory well
upstream of the main colony at Cockatoo
Swamp and the female was apparently on
eggs when the area was last visited.
A second reintroduction site within the
Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve was
created October 2013 when 12 birds bred at
Healesville Sanctuary during the 2012/2013
breeding season were released into floodplain
habitat on a another creek system. While one
of these birds has successfully relocated to
the Cockatoo Swamp release site, nine of the
October 2013 releasees remain at their
release site. Three breeding pairs are included
in these nine birds and successful nesting by
two of these pairs has produced a total of six
fledglings to date. The growth of this colony
due to successful nesting has been one of the

highlights of the current breeding season!

The value of the translocation that DEPI,
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater and other
volunteers conducted in May 2014 (described
in the previous He Ho Herald) was realised
when two of the translocated birds returned
to this second reintroduction area. Further,
one of those females has paired with one of
the nine release birds and is expected to
eventually breed.

The wild
population of
Helmeted
Honeyeaters at
Yellingbo was
bolstered by the
release during
September 2014 of
18 birds bred at
Healesville
Sanctuary last
breeding season.
Unlike the previous
year’s release,
Helmeted
Honeyeaters were
released at three
different sites
within Yellingbo
this September; the two above mentioned
reintroduction sites and another (new) site
several hundred metres downstream of the
second site. Thirteen of the 18 releasees of
this year have been sighted approximately
seven weeks after their release into the wild.
Additionally, one breeding pair has formed at
the third reintroduction site and the female
was on eggs when the site was last visited.
Also, a pair has apparently formed amongst
this year’s release birds at the Cockatoo
Swamp reintroduction area, though breeding
is yet to be confirmed.

Labertouche North sites within Bunyip State
Park continue to be monitored via remote
cameras at feed stations and monthly area

searches. Volunteers Huib Ottow and Andrew
Fraser and I have surveyed these sites, the
most recent survey being 20th November
(2014).
The number of Helmeted Honeyeaters
(subspecies cassidix) confirmed as being alive
in Bunyip is two individuals. However, they
have been a breeding pair in the past and we
hope to confirm breeding on our next visit.
The male is approximately eight years old and
the female six years old.
Additionally, an individual of the Gippsland
subspecies of Yellowtufted Honeyeater

Our revegetation program has now concluded
for the year, the final planting undertaken
prior to the November members meeting. This
revegetation plot, situated
near the Shield Rd Depot
Shed, was dedicated to the
memory of the late Ken
Simpson. It was an honour
to have his partner Zoe
Wilson attend on the day
and unveil a memorial
plaque.
I’m currently finalising
plans for an outdoor
classroom space in a
cleared area adjacent to
the plot, with the memorial
revegetation forming a
backdrop to the outdoor
classroom.

We have had 3 funded
programs active this year
to resource the
revegetation and education program:
—the Judith Eardley Save Wildlife/PPWCMA
‘Yarra Wildlife Grant’ ($91,000 over 2 years),
—the Sidney Myer Fund education grant
($6051 for our Ambassador Program), and
—State Government 2 Million Trees additional

(subspecies gippslandicus) was recorded in
close proximity to the two cassidix.
An unbanded individual, possibly a hybrid
offspring, was also seen.
The results from Yellingbo are very
encouraging and the two last known Bunyip
birds provide intrigue! An update on the
Helmeted Honeyeaters will occur in the next
He Ho Herald.
Until then, many thanks from the Helmeted
Honeyeater Recovery Team, including me.

works through the PPWCMA ($16,000 for the
3.2ha site, confluence Woori Yallock and
Cockatoo creeks).

I’ve engaged 19 groups in
our education program,
undertaking a range of
talks and activities such
as habitat walks, cobweb
collection for captive
breeding Helmeted
Honeyeaters and deer
monitoring. In addition
the School Ambassador
Program is reengaged
with Yellingbo and
Macclesfield Primary
Schools and we have
completed a range of
educational and very fun
activities centered around
the Helmeted Honeyeater
recovery program.

I’ve engaged 24 planting groups over this year
for our revegetation program, totalling 691
people. These community and school
volunteers have contributed a total of 2566
inkind hours of planting labour. That’s a lot
of work. Put a price on that!

Your donations are very important to us and we would like to thank and
acknowledge the following for their recent donations;
Brigith Roy, Sister Joan Purcell, G&A Smith, N&R Shankly, Beryl Hubschmann, Jean and
David Edwards, Sam and Welmoed Schouten, Daniel and Sue Bendel, Dorothy Scott and
Alan Clayton, Gypsy Merritt, Andrew and Linda Fullagar, Julie Plose, Alia Raulings,
Cheltenham Secondary College, Brunswick SouthWest Primary School, Buxton Primary
School, Jenny Epstein.
We would like to make special mention of 2 donors  Margaret Ross OAM for significant and
ongoing support and to Zoe Wilson in memory of her partner Ken Simpson.
Graphic Engraving from Knoxfield has kindly donated to the group 2 dedication signs
earmarked for renovated feeder stations.
We have also received donations from the collection of stamps – thank you to the many
people who send them but also and not least to Margot Craddock for organising and
coordinating the collection and sale of the stamps.
Thanks also go to the Shire of Yarra Ranges Mayoral Ward Fund for a large donation to help
with Nursery extensions.

Michelle Faram

Well it’s hard to believe that another year is
coming to a close and what a great year it has
been in the nursery.

During February, Parks Victoria started the
ball rolling with 10,000 tube stock being
planted in the Yellingbo Reserve, as part of a
trial planting for the 2 million trees
project.
This was followed by the planting of
a further 7,000 tube stock in March
as part of another revegetation
project also in the Cockatoo Creek
area of Yellingbo Reserve.
Then in the month of May the
Friends celebrated their twenty fifth birth
day.

By April 2014 as well as the plant orders from
Parks Victoria we had received 58 orders from
Melbourne Water and approximately 20
orders from the Yarra Ranges Council. We
also received orders from John’s Hill
Landcare, Cardinia Shire Council, the two
million trees program as well as many private
orders and for our own schools
planting program run by James.

The orders are usually completed by
the end of September but with an
increase in requests for our plants
this year we have still not completed
all of them including the two million
trees planting which is still underway.
Between the 1/3/2014 and the 27/6/2014

over 40,000 plants had been sent out in or
ders.

In the first six months of 2014 we had 31
different volunteers, not including groups
who had attended the nursery days, 25 of
these volunteers regularly attend either of the
days, sometimes both.
Last year from the 1st of July 2013 to the
31st of December volunteers had performed
over 1,570 hours of unpaid work. So like
James I would like to say: " Put a price on
that! " and I am sure this year figures will be
up on last years.

I would like to take the

assisting with plant orders and keeping our
gardens in good order, all tasks undertaken
with enthusiasm and good cheer.
Not forgetting those that have assisted in
keeping things in good order and running
smoothly. From ensuring that the creek
pumps system is clean and functioning to
repairs and improvements both large and
small. To the installation of the new
propagation bench’s, heat mat, shade cover
and extensions to the misting system, the
installation of additional shelving in our seed
store room and electrical repairs. Thanks to
all the marvellous volunteers!
Thanks also to James Frazer our coordinator
who has been inspiring in his enthusiasm
and understanding of the
nurseries limitations in

opportunity to thank all of
those wonderful volunteers
for their help throughout the
year. From the regular
volunteers to the corporate
groups, school groups and
work experience students
that have visited the nursery
to Richard Case’s Sunday
revegetation group which
does the majority of our seed collection.
What has been achieved this year would not
be possible without their help.

what has been an
extraordinarily busy year.
I am looking forward to the
nursery being involved
with the exciting
revegetation projects he
has planned for next year.
I would also like to thank
Ann Fitzpatrick who has
not only been busy doing her job but also
fielding and passing on phone messages from
the office.

From seed collection and sorting of the seed,
to the sorting and washing of returned tubes
and labels, the propagation of cuttings, the
pricking out of seedlings, the potting up of
plant divisions and cuttings to weeding, de
mossing, mulching, pruning, watering,

I would also like to thank Shirley Henderson
my assistant who has stepped up to the task
of helping the volunteers when I am not
available, tackling the orders and assisting
with plant sales and in general trying to get
her head around how it all works for when I
am not there.

I will also take the opportunity to thank the
staff of Parks Victoria who
are always supportive of

the nursery, in particular
Miles Stewart –Howie, who
is always only a phone call
away when some
assistance is required. For
example on Tuesday the
28th of October, my last day before going on
two weeks leave, we arrived at the nursery to
find that a rather large black wattle had
tipped over onto our shade house destroying
it, a number of benches some plants, the
overhead watering system and also piercing
holes in one of the igloo’s. Miles quickly
organised the Parks work crew to deal with
the offending tree and someone to look at
repairing the shade house.

The Friend’s committee also deserves a big
thank you for their ongoing

support. After all they are
volunteers too and as the
nursery has grown along with the staff
numbers so too has their work load and
expectations of them increased.

New volunteers are always welcome at the
nursery and I am sure that the revegetation
crew and committee could would always
welcome some new faces. So go on get
involved we hope to see you at the Friends
soon. No previous experience required...

The Reveg is about getting plants in and weeds out,
having fun and spotting the odd bird as well.
The next Reveg dates are:
Sunday 14 December, Sunday 4 January, Sunday 8
February, Sunday 8 March, Sunday 12 April
All start at 10.00am at the Nursery and are automatic
ally cancelled on Total Fire Ban days. Join us

This season has seen us mostly engaged in
weeding, a necessary but unglamorous part of
bushland restoration.

The 14th of September began
cool and still with medium to
high cloud. We went down
along Shaw Road, where we
had the company of Grey
Fantails, Welcome Swallows,
Superb Fairywrens, four
species of honeyeater and a
Swamp Harrier calling from
the other side of Macclesfield
Road. We were looking for
Angled Onion but none was
found. This patch seems to
come out a little later than
that in the roadsides, which
are growing quite well at the
moment.
The next job was to clear a
fallen tree off the track, which
allowed us to go down the creek to the
Montpellier Broom patch. A thorough search
revealed only one plant. Soon there will be
none. Overhead in the giant Manna Gums,
Little Ravens were building their nest and
Little Corellas were looking into hollows in the
same tree.
Back up the track to our first Forgetmenot
control patch. None found! Of course we will
have to continue monitoring but things are
looking good.
After lunch, we drove around to Shield Road
and removed two bags of Angled Onion from
around the entrance and 50m down from the
gate. There is much more around but we need
to stop somewhere and we are already
covering a bigger area than last year. It may
be another couple of years before we see
major results here and we must be patient as
it is only our second year at this site.
We moved on to the Depot 3 aviary site,
where we removed a third of a bag of Forget

menot from the D3 area; the Common Reed
area had remained clear of Forgetmenot but
there was more growing over the fence.
Always something. We came across a Swamp
Wallaby bouncing along the track, the poor

thing had to hop almost vertically to get over
the Blackberry strands! A Scarlet Robin called
from the eastern bank as we returned to
water the Nursery.
At the end of the day we had removed two
bags of Angled Onion and a third of a bag of
Forgetmenot.
And now, Jeff takes up the story.........

The day dawned, the consequence of having
agreed to leading the reveg team whilst
Richard was off on a well earned jaunt to
Central Australia and as I have since heard
quite a few encounters with avian lifeforms
unseen in these southern climes. Anyhow
with trepidation I tottled off to meet the
volunteer hordes wondering in my under
prepared way what are we going to do.
With a couple of cancellations at hand  I do
say there was good reason as Pam and Pete
had already overexacted themselves that

week in the “busyness” called our nursery 
the hordes turned out to be one, albeit one
dedicated fan of the reveg ramble, Phil.
So off we went, Phil and I into the morning
glare, serenaded by Golden Whistlers and
Grey Shrikethrushes, bold huntergatherers
hunting for ah hem! – weeds. And what a
smorgasbord to be had. Not to be greedy we
sought out some well visited weeding sites on
the Woori Yallock Creek.

Lo and behold – nothing. The
reveg crew had done too well at
ridding these sites of
Montpellier Broom and Forget
meNots.
Oh well we moved on, not too
far, before encountering a
rapidly emerging nasty called
Spreading Hedgeparsley. I’d
seen it up on Macclesfield Rd
and a few other sites around
the outer eastern suburbs of
Melbourne so recognised it as a
weed of, well as the name
suggests, “spreading” potential.
So I said, “Phil, it’s a small outbreak, let’s get
it”. And we did. And then we moved off
satisfied that we had done good. Of course
now our eyes were in, and that small
outbreak turned out to be much much larger
 much larger than a small army of two could
possibly hope to attend to in a short day. So
with tails between legs we sullied off to our
next victim, ForgetmeNots further up the
Woori. We’d been there before. We had done
really well to knock down their numbers so
just needed to monitor the site for stragglers.

And yet dear readers, bigger forces were
against us. It’s called gravity.
As you would all know trees spend a
significant part of their lives fighting against
this force, growing upright in search for light.
However ultimately gravity assisted by wind
means tree becomes a groundcover. This
happened to us, the hunter gatherers against
the forces of sheer trunk power across the

track. Armed with a small fossil fuel powered
cutting device, read chainsaw, I attempted to
cut through the woody behemoth to no avail.
It was simply too big to allow us to pass. In
compensation we grabbed a handful of its
future offspring (seed) to be propagated at the
nursery.
We turned around, our day was cut short but
all throughout the Golden Whistlers and Grey
Shrike Thrushes continued to sing their
merry hearts out. Life is grand.
And now back to Richard!

Our first job on the 8th of
November Reveg Day was to
weed Shaw Road: mainly
Quaking Grass and small
quantities of Angled Onion and
Cape Weed. We came across a
Kookaburra’s nest and, as well
as our “usuals” we had a
Fantailed Cuckoo,
Mistletoebird and one of the
Flycatchers. In the wetland, we
noticed a deciduous tree. We
pulled it out but don’t know
where it came from; it didn’t
look like flood debris. After lunch, we
returned to continue weeding Quaking Grass
and the one remaining Watsonia.
We then drove around to the Depot where we
weeded the “People’s Choice Patch” (more
Quaking Grass, the second year on this
patch) and removed a couple of fallen trees
from the track. This took us up to late
afternoon so we headed back, watered the
Nursery and weeded “Jeff’s Patch” (you
guessed it, more Quaking Grass) while a
Sacred Kingfisher called, far from the creek.
The total for the day was three bags of
Quaking Grass and one other bag, mainly
Angled Onion and Cape Weed.
At the end of the walk on the Member’s Day
of 22 November, we had the opportunity to
visit “Jeff’s Great Brome Patch”. We weeded
all we could find but there was only a quarter
of a bag. As this is only the second year we
have weeded it, we consider it another victory
for hand weeding!

Quite a few 'Friends' come together once
a week to work in the Nursery, starting
what may become stately trees or lovely
blooming bush.
On this page we show you every issue a

shining example of what all that toil and
trouble can lead to.
Today we have choosen the lovely
Dusty Daisy Bush
(Olearia phlogopappa ssp.phlogopappa)
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