


Reveg Rambles
By Rachard Case

This season has taken us to a wide variety of sites with many
special moments as we wander through the bush.

The 4" of March began with a warm and cloudy day. We went
seed collecting and to have a look around the newly established
Jeanne Wilcox Reserve. What a wonderful area it is. Well
favoured by the mammals, with Echidna scratchings and Wombat, Wallaby and Deer scats.
We wandered through open and productive bushland along the southern boundary. We
passed old nests of Red-browed Finch and Eastern Yellow Robin and came across some
Musk Daisy-bush, a plant we have become attuned to because of it’s rarity in our valley,
although it is plentiful in the Dandenongs. As we went down the hill, the vegetation became
thicker until it opened up into acres of Coral Fern, a stunning sight. Reaching the bottom of
the hill, we came across an old billabong, surrounded by wet-loving plants like Woolly Tea-
tree. A Brown Goshawk, a juvenile female, flew through and paused briefly, looking at us
from a distant tree. Further on still, we reached Woori Yallock Creek, flowing through a lovely
open area, framed by Hazel Pomaderris and dominated by tall, healthy Manna Gums over a
diverse herb layer. After admiring the creek for a while, we headed back up via the northern
boundary. Here the walking was easier as the vegetation was not as thick, being a drier
woodland than the south boundary. Pete found a Blotched Blue-tongue which | had strode
past, oblivious. About half-grown, maybe 20cm long and slender, it hid under a grass
tussock while we tried to see it without disturbing it too much. Back at the gate, we had a late
lunch before collecting seed from the Bushy Needlewoods and Small Grass-trees we had
seen earlier. We rounded out the day by collecting Black She-Oak from nearby.

The meteorological observations on the 22" of April were quite different. Very still and very
smoky, with burning off throughout the district, blue skies just visible through occasional
patches in the smoke. Today we were concentrating on Hakea seed collection, a spiny
business. We headed out to a roadside and collected lots of Bushy Needlewood (a good
year for it) and a bit of Dagger Hakea. We also collected smaller amounts of Furze Hakea,
Yellow Hakea, Silver Banksia and Small Grass-tree. A Brown Tree Frog called slowly from a
nearby dam as we worked. Moving on to another roadside we collected a similar array,
again with a good amount of Bushy Needlewood, a decent amount of Dagger Hakea and
small amounts of Silver Banksia and Small Grass-tree. And a few bags of rubbish too. Here



we saw an Eastern Grey Kangaroo in the bush nearby and heard a Robin, probably Scarlet,
calling from further down the hill. | like this road. Only one car passed the whole time we
were there. Back at the house, we had lunch and set up the seed to dry. Then down to Beers
Bridge for a walk down the west side of the creek. There are no tracks here so it’s a bit of a
wobbly walk, with a strong encouragement to only do one thing at a time. A quite little valley
with so many shades of green in the fading light of late afternoon. The small birds fussing
about their business while the froglets sang from nearby. And the creek, always calling, from

the stones and logs of it’s bed.

On the 20" of May we had a cold windy day,
with drizzle turning to rain later on. We started at
Burrungma Bik where we saw a male Scarlet
Robin sitting on a bush in the open but soon to
be revegetated paddock. As usual with it's kind,
it sat with it's sooty back and broad white wing
stripes toward us, only occasionally showing the
big ‘headlight’ and red breast. An Eastern
Shrike-tit called from the creek and a Brown Tree
Frog called optimistically on a cold day.
Heading upstream a bit, we collected Yellow
Hakea from one of our reveg patches. Then
going around the area, we collected small
amounts of windfall Manna Gum and Mountain
Swamp Gum.

After lunch we headed out again and saw two
Helmeted Honeyeaters plunge-bathing in the
creek. Brilliant colours in the dull light under the
clouds. Going up the hill a little way, we found
more windfall Manna Gum. Then back upstream
a bit of swamp gum. While we were deliberating
which species it belonged to, the rain moved in
seriously so we hastily finished the collection,
grabbed some samples and headed home.

N Reves Dates

Saturday 16th June

Meet 10am at the end of Spillers Road,
Macclesfield (Melways map 308 C8) with
Friends of Leadbeater’s Possum.

RSVP Sue e) possum56@gmail.com

Sunday 8th July
Meet 10am at the Nursery, 1217 Macclesfield
Rd (Melways map 305 G11).

Saturday11th August
With Friends of Leadbeater’s Possum.
RSVP Sue e) possum56@gmail.com

Saturday 8" September
HeHo Hoe Down
RSVP Cecilia €) heho1@optusnet.com.au

All reveg events are automatically cancelled if
damaging winds (60 kph), severe, extreme,
total fire ban or code red are forecast for the

Central District. Please check with the Bureau

of Meteorology at 5.00pm the day before.



Heho Merchandise

(00% of proceeds 90 to on=ground projects to save our spectad bird

Ceramic mug with Helmeted
Honeyeater

Various cards are available of photos

of taken by members

Various photos of Helmeted
Honeyeaters

A Reserve for a Bird

Yellingbo- A Special Place
Hilton Hints for a Home
Lunar the Leadbeater’'s Possum

Lunar the Leadbeater’'s Possum

Polar Fleece Beanie
Green Polar Fleece Jacket
Blue Polar Fleece Vest

Slate Blue Polar Shirt

20cm Brim Canvas Hat with HeHo
emblem

Bone Bucket Hat

Cap

Pick up only

All with pale yellow
backgrounds

Photography by Kim Wormald
and Shellie Drysdale

Books

Soft cover picture storybook
Hard cover picture storybook

Soft cover picture storybook

Clothing

Blue with Pink Heath
Green with Heho

S, M, L&XL

S, M, L&XL

Women’s — 10, 12, 14, 16
Men’s- L, XL, XXL

Green- size 57
Bone- size 59 or 61

One size fits all

Bone brushed cotton
Dark green suede brim

$10

$2 each
$6 for 10

$2 each
$6 for 10

$30*

$10*
$5

$30*

$15*

$10
$45*

$35

$20
$25

$10
$8

$10

SUBTOTAL

Plus 20% postage & handling (*Postage cost inquiry required for heavier items: 5964 8341)

Payment Options

By Post

Please mail this form and your payment to:

Att: Merchandise Officer

Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater
PO Box 131, Woori Yallock, VIC 3139

TOTAL TO PAY

By Online Banking
Please post or email this form when paying online
e) heho1@optusnet.com.au

Account: Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc

your full name.

BSB 633 000 Account No. 138839170
Reference field: Please write ‘Merchandise order’ and



Coordinator’s Column
By Cecthra Tmee

We have had a fantastic start to 2018 planting season.

Sunbury College were our first group to visit the reserve and
participate in an educational planting day on 20" March.

So far we have planted 7,036 tubestock throughout YNCR (as of
2/6/18). This was all done with the support of 12 groups, with a total
of 800 volunteer hours. We still have a long way to go to reach our
target for the year, but | am really happy with the progress so far.

Community Planting Days

We have a few community planting days coming up that you are all welcome to attend and
help us plant as many plants as we can this year to create more habitat for the Helmeted
Honeyeater and also the Lowland Leadbeater’'s Possum.

“ Saturday 16th June with the Friends of the Leadbeater’s Possum (see flyer)
»  Saturday 11th August
W Saturday 8th September

Put these dates in your diary, more detail to follow closure to the day. Please check your
email or our Facebook page for updates.

Ambassador Program

Macclesfield PS, Berwick Lodge PS and Chum Creek PS are part of the ambassador
program this year. They will be visiting on 7/6/18 to learn about the Helmeted Honeyeater, its
habitat and the supplementary feeding program. We welcome the 16 new ambassadors for

2018.
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We had two incredibly successful days for the Convoy to Conservation events. A
total of 76 people attending and 1,160 trees planted on 21t April and 19" May.
Thank you to all to attended and helped make the days possible.

St. Peters College planting day on 26" May. 950 plants planted for our

Threatened Species Recovery Fund Project at the 3.2ha site. Well done.
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Photos by Cecilia Imre




A Feeder’s Morning
By Sve Tardf

Australia is certainly a country of contrasts, isn’t it? As | write (end
of May), the weather outlook for the Yellingbo area is for chilly
mornings of 3-5°C, and mild maximums of 14-°C. The winds are ',
relatively light, and there’s a slight chance of rain showers. Winter
is on its way. It will get colder and wetter than this for the hardy | —
crew of Helmeted Honeyeater supplementary feeding volunteers,

with frosty mornings and chilled fingers a regular part of our day. By contrast, just a week

ago | was in the Northern Territory where the newspaper headlines were emblazoned with

“It's b**** freezing!” Top End residents were aghast at shivering through frosty 19.7°C
minimum temperatures. Without the chilly mornings, the rain and the glorious sunny days we
have here, we wouldn’t have the vegetation community that provides habitat for the
irreplaceable species we have in Yellingbo. They don’t have Helmeted Honeyeaters in the

Top End. They have lots of other amazing things, but not the cool weather specialists. How
lucky are we to be able to share in this world of theirs?

During early autumn, breeding ceased for Helmeted Honeyeaters. Autumn sees more
movement of birds between sites. Some young birds return to their natal site (where they
hatched). Some unpaired adult birds also return, often having spent the breeding season in
less optimal habitat than the breeding birds that defend this in order to raise their young.
There is less aggression in the population as the young birds mature and become
independent. There's also less vocalising, which makes it a little hard to teach new
volunteers to distinguish between Helmeted Honeyeaters and other bush sounds.

The good rainfall the reserve had in early May, after a very dry start to the year (in fact, the
second driest January-March in 31 years of recording rainfall) has been welcomed. The dust
has been washed away, and there are signs that we are moving into winter. The Swamp
Gums, Eucalyptus ovata, are in blossom, and with that the birds head for the tree canopy to
seek out this nectar in preference to what we provide — always a good sign! With much
thanks to the daily observations of volunteers, we will start to see which birds are pairing up,
and which territories these pairs hold down. It’s interesting times, with a number of breeding



territories now up for grabs due to
the loss of some breeding birds (see
Bruce Quin’s Field Report). Who will
move in? In August we expect to see
the first nest/s built, if the historical
data holds true for the 2018-19
breeding season as well. Early signs
are good, if not a little surprising at
this time of year, with two females
seen carrying nesting material on 25
May. Are they starting to assert “this
patch is mine”, now that the weather
has started to cool?

In the last HeHo Herald, | mentioned that a recruitment drive had started for new volunteers
to join the supplementary feeding team. Over March/April we welcomed sixteen new people,
who each bring an interesting and diverse set of skills and backgrounds to the group. After
an induction period, May has seen them all settling into the role with their feeding partner/s. |
was asked recently whether we had a roughly equal male/female mix of volunteers in the
program. I'd never specifically looked at that, but knew there were more females involved.
Interestingly, results have just been published from ‘The Kids Contribute survey’, a study
conducted by the University of Melbourne of more than 10,000 Australian primary and high
school students that asks how the kids of Australia contribute at home, at school and in their
communities. Amongst the really interesting data is this snippet: girls are much more likely
than boys to help care for the environment, with 65% of girls and 35% of boys being involved
in some way. Is it a coincidence that in the current supplementary feeding team of 90 people
actively involved each month, 60% of volunteers are female and 40% male? | doubt it.

Being a volunteer feeder is such a good role. A first time feeder says it best “... I had a smile

on my face for the rest of the weekend!” The combination of giving a little, learning a little,
and sharing a little rebounds in sometimes unexpected and fabulous ways. How can you
beat that?

Finally, but not least, a huge thank you to Amy Tipton who stepped in while | was on leave in
May to manage the volunteer roster and the myriad of tasks that all make the program run
smoothly. Thank you Amy!



Contacts
Ferends of the Hedmeted Honeveater Offace & Nursery

Address 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139
Post PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139

p 5964 8341

e heho1@optusnet.com.au
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au

Committee Members

President vacant Vice President Alan Clayton Secretary Marita Hanigan Treasurer
Suzanne Cox General Members Bruce Quin, Robin Young, Jeff Dickinson, Sue Bendel,
Richard Case, Neil Wentworth, Shan Jasotharan, Stephen Garth

Support, roles

DELWP Ornithologist Bruce Quin Nursery Manager Michelle Faram Environmental
Coordinator Cecilia Imre Merchandise Debbie Mitchell Supp Feeding Volunteer
Coordinator Sue Tardif Membership Secretary Marita Hanigan Works & Reveg Group
Leader Richard Case p) 9720 4062 YV Landcare Network Coordinator Anne Fitzpatrick m)
0488 766 113 e) YVLandcare @bigpond.com Newsletter Editor Melanie Treweek Dunn e)

mtreweek@zo0.0rg.au




