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Thank you!
The dedicated and essential efforts of volunteers, staff, committee
members, community groups, conservation organisations and partners
along with the vital financial support of members, donors and funders have
contributed to an incredibly successful year for FoHH. Thank you to all that
have generously contributed in 2018, we look forward to continue working
together to protect our special bird and its habitat in 2019.

President’s Report
By Alan Clayton

The 2018 Annual General Meeting of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeaters,
held at the Depot Shed on Saturday 6 October, was well attended. We were
treated to a fascinating exploration of the possibilities and limitations of the
notion of ‘rewilding’ in the Yarra River catchment area by Andrew Kelly, the Yarra
Riverkeeper. His presentation was presented against a broad canvas of Aboriginal environmental
practice and the changes since white settlement, particularly drawing upon the accounts of Bill
Gammage’s The Biggest Estate on Earth and Bruce Pascoe’s Dark Emu. A lively question and
answer period followed Andrew’s presentation.
The AGM also saw some element of a passing of the guard. We farewell Marita Hanigan and Jeff
Dickinson from the Committee of Management. Marita and Jeff are long-time members of the
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Friends and both have made an enormous contribution to the
work and development of the Friends over many decades. Most
recently, Marita was our hard-working and highly efficient

Thank you Marita & Jeff for your valuable
contributions to the Committee of Management

Secretary, a role that she discharged with distinction, aided by
her vast ‘corporate knowledge’ of Friends’ practices and the workings of Government agencies. Jeff
brought to the work of the Committee a great knowledge of, and experience in, natural resource
management and leaves the legacy of putting together the publication A Reserve for a Bird,
documenting the fifty-year history of what is now the Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve.

Welcome Amy, Gretchen and Mariea!

Joining the Committee are three new faces who bring a wealth of
knowledge and expertise to our operations. Our new Secretary is
Amy Tipton who has a Diploma of Land and Conservation

Management and in the final stages of completing a Bachelor of Environmental Science. Amy is a
passionate advocate for the environment and has a wide range of experience in on-ground research
and monitoring of many wildlife species both in Australia and overseas. Also joining us is Gretchen
Szabat, a highly regarded veterinarian with a strong research background across many different
species. Gretchen is also active at a board of management level in supporting asylum seekers. The
third new addition is Mariea Pacheco who has academic qualifications in environmental sustainability
and long experience in conservation and land management as an environmental consultant and in
other capacities. Mariea has great skills in submission writing which I know will be put to good use by
our Committee of Management. It should also be noted that all of our new Committee members are
active volunteer field assistants in the monitoring and supplementary feeding program.
Both as a fundraiser and as a get-together celebration we will be holding a concert on the evening of
Saturday 8 December at the Emerald Community Hall (next to the Emerald Community House). The
entertainment will be provided by a very well known duo Ian Bland and Greg Hunt. Ian is a
singer/songwriter and poet who presents a weekly segment ‘Bland on Bland’ on 3RRR’s ‘The JVG
Radio Method’ and Greg is a talented fiddle/mandolin player. I have seen them perform both as a
duo and as part of the Lamington Drive Orchestra in the past. They are exceptionally accomplished
performers. It should be a great evening and I hope that Friends will get behind this celebration.
Tickets are available on Trybooking (www.trybooking.com/ZEBZ) at a cost of $25 each. A light
supper will be available for a gold coin donation.

Remember to visit our newly preened website!
The web address is still the same www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au but you will find the site has been significantly updated to improve
navigation, usability, content and image galleries. As part of the update, there were new email addresses created for contacting
committee and staff of FoHH (you can find these on the Contacts page at the end of the newsletter).
Keep your eye out over the next few months as we will continue to make further improvements including more ‘domain specific’ email
addresses and an improved ‘Shop’ page so it’s easier to order Heho merchandise and help the recovery program. So please check it
out and share it with your friends, family and networks!
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Out in the Field
By Bruce Quin

2018/ 2019 Breeding Season
29 breeding territories and 27 fledglings have been confirmed to date for the 2018/2019
Helmeted Honeyeater breeding season. These figures compare favourably with corresponding
figures for the 2017/2018 breeding season approximately 12 months ago (29 breeding territories and
22 fledglings had been confirmed by 14th November, 2017). Approximately seven more pairs are
expected to be confirmed as breeding pairs by the end of the current breeding season. The 27
fledglings have been produced at five different sites, with the majority occurring at the largest colony.
Thirteen of the 27 2018/2019 breeding season fledglings have been banded and all but one of these
has been DNA-sampled too. Approximately one fifth of the current breeding season’s confirmed
breeding Helmeted Honeyeaters are previously non-breeding birds, which is very positive for future
breeding seasons. Additionally, four of the breeding pairs are selfsustaining (have found habitat currently in suitable condition so that
supplementary feeding is not required).
Two pairs of Helmeted Honeyeaters that bred during the 2017/2018
breeding season at a major confluence area have returned to that site
to breed this season. However, a Bell Miner colony (comprising
approximately 25 individuals) has also settled in the area and plans are
underway to minimise its impact on nesting Helmeted Honeyeaters.

Confluence breeding site
Image: B Quin

Health Issues, During the 2018/2019 Breeding Season
Five Helmeted Honeyeaters have required Veterinary attention at the AWHC during the 2018/2019
breeding season to date. Unfortunately, two birds had sustained severe injuries and had to be
euthanized. However, desired outcomes were obtained for the other three patients. The Helmeted
Honeyeater we have nick-named “Lucky”, who I wrote about in the previous edition of HeHo Herald,
has recovered from breaking his right leg a second time. It was delightful to see him quickly get into
the mode of feeding his son’s nestlings soon after being returned to the wild on 3rd October 2018!
A fledgling was taken to the AWHC on 18th October 2018 with both eyes
Eye issues
Image: A Silcocks

appearing cloudy and slightly closed. The Eye Specialist who treated the
youngster believes it sustained general head trauma including to both
eyes, possibly 2-3 weeks prior. The right eye cornea had damage and
the left eye iris had damage. However, its eye issues have cleared up
and it will be returned to its natal territory on 19th November 2018. The
fifth Helmeted Honeyeater with an injury required just a 30 minute
‘appointment’ at the AWHC before being returned to his home territory.
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Please note that we have a new band combination configuration for each newly
banded Helmeted Honeyeater, which will hopefully eliminate the low level of
constriction of legs by the banding. We now place just one metal band per leg on
each Helmeted Honeyeater and because the left leg band has been anodised a
particular colour representing the site name from which the bird was hatched and
the right leg band has either one, two or three colours, each Helmeted Honeyeater
will still be a recognizable individual.

2018 Release of Captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters
This year’s reintroduction comprised five males bred at Healesville Sanctuary

Fledgling
Image: B Quin

during the 2017/2018 breeding season and was designed to
bolster two sites where supplementary feeding is occurring. On 6th September
2018, three of the individuals were released at a site at Cockatoo Swamp, while the
other two were released at another creek system. Two of the three Cockatoo
Swamp releasees have been sighted recently. Information provided by volunteers
Sue Tardif and Gretchen Szabat conducting the release at the other creek system
indicated that the two releasees at that site, which disappeared within a week of
their release, were quite human-habituated. One of the individuals spent weeks at
Healesville Sanctuary’s Australian Wildlife Health Centre (AWHC) receiving
Green Site Aviary pre-release
Image: B Quin

treatment for suspected Aspergillosis, a fungal respiratory infection, prior to the
release and he may have developed human-friendly tendencies during that time.

Inbreeding Depression Research
Monash University Genetics student Sara Petrovic is conducting this study as part of her Bachelor of
Science Honours degree. The study aims to assess sperm morphology against the male’s inbreeding
level (measured from DNA in the blood sample). After Genetic Rescue (the controlled reintroduction
of gippslandicus gene influence) has been implemented, the same research will be applied to
determine if Genetic Rescue is working. Fourteen males have been sampled for sperm to date.
Another component to Sara’s research is investigating the cause of eggs not hatching - were the
eggs fertile and if so, what was the reason for death of the embryo? Again, the inbreeding level for
pairs and the degree of relatedness of individuals comprising pairs producing unhatched eggs will
be examined. Four unhatched eggs have been collected from four completed nests for investigation
to date and the outcome of this work will be reported on in a future HeHo Herald.

Many thanks to all of you for all the wonderful work that you conduct and I look forward to us
producing more success stories during the Helmeted Honeyeater’s 2018/2019 breeding season ~ Bruce
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From the Public Fund Committee

By Dorothy Scott

The Public Fund Committee was established in 2016 as a requirement of obtaining Deductible Gift
Recipient Status (DGR), which allows donations to be tax deductions and makes us eligible for
grants from philanthropic trusts. The role of the Public Fund Committee is to oversee and be
accountable for such grants. We have had considerable success to date:

2016

The Myer Foundation (TMF)
$200,000 shared with Trust for Nature and Zoos Victoria (as reported
in the last newsletter)
R.E. Ross Foundation
$30,000 over 2 years for habitat restoration along Sheepstation
Creek, and to support the Environmental Co-ordinator’s salary.

2017

Helen McPherson Smith Trust
$74,000 for a 3 year project, Yellingbo to Butterfield (Y2B) led by
Gaye Gadsden, engaging landowners along Woori Yallock Creek in
habitat restoration for HeHos and other species.
The Australian Communities Foundation
(through the Quercus sub-fund) has committed an additional
$20,000 to the Y2B project.

2018

Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Association (JESWA)
The largest donation to the FoHH has received. The sale of the
opportunity shop in Healesville led to a $500,000 donation for the
purchase of the prime property Bilagal, which has now been added
to the YNCR.
Equity Trustees (Hazel and Arthur Bruce Bequest)
$15,726 grant for a 12 month project to build the capacity of the
FoHH in volunteer recruitment and retention.

Current Grant Project

Our in-kind contribution to the Equity Trustees Hazel and Arthur
Bruce Bequest is conducting a survey of our current volunteers

across the different areas of our work. Interviews are now almost complete. We have received some
very interesting information and ideas about volunteer engagement which will form the basis of a set
of recommendations to the committee in early 2019. We shall also share the findings with members
and volunteers in the newsletter.
While we have been fortunate to secure such philanthropic support in

Into the Future

the past few years, it is unlikely that this level of funding will continue
as we have almost exhausted the philanthropic trusts which have funding priorities aligned with our
mission. We must therefore be careful not to over-reach. In 2019 the Public Fund Committee will
explore the prospects for corporate support, bequests, and expanding regular donations from our
supporters.
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Reveg Rambles

By Richard Case

Spring has seen us wandering the Reserve, with our three main activities of planting,
weeding and seed collecting. Our September Reveg Day was set to coincide with the HeHoeDown
event. It was a lovely start to the day, with the early fog mostly burnt off. We went down to the
planting site, a prepared cell at Old Orange Site (behind Yellingbo township). This was one of the first
places that the Friends came to see our bird, flying in the upper canopy of the huge Manna Gums.
The last ones were seen here in the early 1990’s, hopefully our efforts will encourage them back.
The bird highlight of the morning was a pair of Striated Pardalotes inspecting a tree hollow as a
potential nest site. Unperturbed by the humans watching them, we wish the young couple well. Other
birds called as we worked; White-throated Treecreeper, Little Corella, Eastern Whipbird and a Whitebrowed Scrubwren, giving an alarm call in response to a Swamp Harrier drifting past. With about
2000 plants in the ground we headed back to the Nursery at lunchtime to clean the tools and for the
Hoe Down fun.

Reveg Dates

In October we mostly spent our time chasing weeds.
First, we wandered down to our Montpellier Broom

th

patch. After quite some time we had only found and

Sunday 6th January

flowering. We have been working on this patch since

Sunday 10th February

There have been some years when none were found.

Sunday 9 December

th

Sunday 17 March
th

Sunday 7 April

removed a little amount of Broom, mostly small, none
2007 so hopefully we will soon deplete the seed bank.
Some of the Broom had been browsed, as had some
of the other shrubs such as Prickly Currant-bush and
Sweet Bursaria. There were Deer scats and
sometimes we see a Wallaby here. There were also
Wombat scats but they mostly eat graminoids. We

All events start at 10am from the Nursery
1217 Macclesfield Rd
(Melway Map 305 G11)
All reveg events are automatically cancelled if damaging
winds (60 kph), severe, extreme, total fire ban or code
red are forecast for the Central District. Please check
with the Bureau of Meteorology at 5pm the day before.

headed on to the Plantathon ’99 site where a mature
Mountain Swamp Gum had fallen in the gully, bringing
its seed within reach. Pam, Pete and Phil put in a
terrific effort, collecting a large amount which weighed
1.5KG before drying. There is no regrowth on the
nearby Forget-me-not patch and we removed the
Angled Onion from the increasingly scarce Billabong

patch, mostly tiny plants. More good news at the Watsonia patch; there wasn’t any! We’ll keep
monitoring this one for the next few years. After lunch, we removed more Angled Onion from the
Shaw Road patches. There isn’t much and it’s scattered now. We’re getting there. Then we went to
the Depot 3 Aviary site and searched for Forget-me-not. We removed about half a bag, far less than
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we used to find. As we worked, two Wedge-tailed Eagles and one attendant Raven floated overhead,
a magnificent end to a rather productive day.
More weeding in November. First stop was McColl’s Swamp, looking for the one Banana Passionfruit
known in the Reserve but it wasn’t there. Thank-you to Parks Vic or the Green Army for beating us to
it! The nearby Firethorns we had cut down were still dead. These put out a huge amount of seed so
we’ll keep watching them. And a bit further on, none of the Pampas Grass had re-sprouted. Lots of
honeyeaters were calling and chasing in the treetops, the large chasing the small, the small twisting
agilely away and the very small being chased across the sky. So much for resource partitioning.
Next, we went to the big Tree Tobacco patch. As we arrived a pair of Sacred Kingfishers greeted us,
the male calling KEK-KEK-KEK and the female an outraged shriek. We pulled out all the small Tree
Tobacco we could find. This site will require a few more years’ work. It was good to see that the NZ
Flax we removed has not returned. Further upstream, a larger NZ Flax infestation treated by Parks Vic
or the Green Army is also dead. Back at the Depot we removed the surviving Red-hot Pokers from
one of the mounds there. They have been dug up, moved, sprayed multiple times, mowed and still
they won’t give up. You have to admire these weeds.

Nursery News
By Michelle Faram

The Nursery team have been working hard to get our benches cleared for
new season stock. We have been dividing and
repotting older stock, producing cuttings and
If you are interested in helping with seed
sowing seeds. Nursery production has been moving
collecting or processing and packaging,
along at a good pace, with plenty of struck cuttings
please contact FoHH p) 5964 8341
If you would like to volunteer at the Nursery
to pot and germinating seedlings to prick out it has
please contact us p) 04380 38702
not taken long to refill our empty tables. With lots of
plantings taking place this year there have been
plenty of empty plastic tubes returned to the nursery
for resorting and washing and then for reuse.
We are now open on Friday as well as
Weeding and pruning and watering always keep us
Tuesday and Thursday from 9am to 3pm
and the first Saturday morning of the month
busy. In the past months we have had the
from 9am to 12 noon (April to December).
Macclesfield Primary School Ambassador students
helping out in the nursery pricking out seedlings
Indigenous plants make a great Christmas
and sowing Eucalyptus seed. IT workers from TAL
present for friends, family & wildlife!
Insurance group also spent a day in the nursery. It
was rather a miserable day, cold with constant rain.

Volunteers wanted

Don’t forget
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They were quite happy to be working undercover in the warm and dry work area as they
usually do some revegetation planting each year they visit. We got lots of seedlings pricked
out and a great number of returned plastic tubes sorted. After a very dry spring we recently
received some very welcome rain. The rain finally increasing the Woori Yallock Creek flow
rate to a level at which we are allowed to pump. On the 20th November the flow rate was
41.4, below the banned level of 50. But by the 25th November the flow rate had increased to
593.4. We could at last fill up our tanks before summer. Yipee! Spring and early summer is
such a nice time at the nursery there are lots of plants in flower and plenty of different birds
making themselves at home in the nursery and the gardens. The start of summer will see us
all busy again with seed collecting.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the nursery volunteers along with my assistant Shirley for their awesome
efforts in the nursery over the past year. This has ensured the Nursery’s ongoing success and make it such an enjoyable
place to be. Another busy year too for our revegetation coordinator Cecilia with over 30,000 of the Nursery’s plants in the
ground with the help of school, community, corporate groups and the Green Army. Well Done!
Thanks also to the committee members, past and present for there support throughout the year. A tough job to keep the
ball rolling ~ Michelle

Clockwise from top left:
Eucalyptus seedlings sown
by Macclesfield Primary
School students;
Brachyscome multifida
flowering in the nursery now;
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo
Calyptorhynchus funereus
foraging; recycled tubes
waiting to be washed;
Hardenbergia violacea seeds
will be ready to collect soon;
Grey Fantail, Rhipidura
albiscapa visiting.
Images: M Faram
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Heho Merchandise

100% of proceeds go to on-ground projects to save our special bird
Merchandise List

Notes

Cost

Ceramic mug with Helmeted
Honeyeater

Pick up only

$10

Various cards are available of photos
of taken by members

All with pale yellow
backgrounds

$2 each
$6 for 10

Various photos of Helmeted
Honeyeaters

Photography by Kim Wormald
and Shellie Drysdale

$2 each
$6 for 10

Quantity

Total

Books
A Reserve for a Bird

$30*

Yellingbo- A Special Place

$10*

Hilton Hints for a Home

Soft cover picture storybook

$5

Lunar the Leadbeater’s Possum

Hard cover picture storybook

$30*

Lunar the Leadbeater’s Possum

Soft cover picture storybook

$15*

Polar Fleece Beanie

Clothing
Blue with Pink Heath
Green with Heho

$10

Green Polar Fleece Jacket

S, M, L & XL

$45*

Blue Polar Fleece Vest

S, M, L & XL

$35
$20
$25

20cm Brim Canvas Hat with HeHo
emblem

Women’s – 10, 12, 14, 16
Men’s- L, XL, XXL
Green- size 57
Bone- size 59 or 61

Bone Bucket Hat

One size fits all

$8

Cap

Bone brushed cotton
Dark green suede brim

$10

Slate Blue Polar Shirt

$10

SUBTOTAL
Plus 20% postage & handling (*Postage cost inquiry required for heavier items: 5964 8341)

Payment Options

TOTAL TO PAY

By Online Banking
Please post or email this form when paying online
e) heho1@optusnet.com.au

By Post
Please mail this form and your payment to:
Att: Merchandise Officer
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater
PO Box 131, Woori Yallock, VIC 3139

Account: Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Inc
BSB 633 000 Account No. 138839170
Reference field: Please write ‘Merchandise order’ and
your full name.

10

Coordinator’s Column

By Cecilia Imre

What an exceptional 2018 planting season it has been!
This year we have seen an increase in volunteers visiting the reserve to participate in revegetation
programs and this has resulted in a huge number of plants planted this year. These group were
made up of school groups both primary and secondary, corporate groups, scout groups, community
planting days and a Green Army team.

31152 75610
plants through volunteer effort

hours

plants in revegetation programs

1811

Our achievements in 2018

637

people involved

75,610 is a huge amount of plants, just through the Friends of the
Helmeted Honeyeater revegetation programs and at least 32,000 of
these plants were produced at our indigenous nursery. 44,458 plants
went to the new parcel of land added to the reserve this year named by
Wurundjeri elders, Burrungma Biik (Misty lands). This work was
completed with the huge assistance from natural resource management
contractors, so we could achieve this huge outcome in a very short
timeframe of only four months, including the site preparation. This site
Seedlings growing well at Burrungma Biik
Image: C Imre

Seedlings

will continue to be revegetated over the next couple of years adding
another 3.4ha of viable habitat for the Helmeted Honeyeater.

Revegetation Projects

I would like to thank the incredible work of the Friends

Revegetation works have been possible due to

Indigenous Nursery, Michelle, Shirley and all the volunteers for

the following grants this year:
•
•

pumping out the huge amount of plants this year for our

Melbourne Water, River Health Incentive

programs and other sales, all to a very high quality. Well done

Grants

on what you have achieved. I have asked a lot of you this year!

Threatened Species Recovery Fund,

~ Cecilia

Australian Government
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•

Burrungma Biik- Port Philip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority (PPWCMA),
National Landcare Funding

•

RE Ross Trust

•

Bio On-ground, DELWP

•

Greening Australia, 20 Million Tree Project

•

20 Million Tree Project, Round Three

Thank you also to the revegetation crew for assisting at our
community planting events, with set up and pack up, which was
invaluable ~ Cecilia

Outlook for 2019
We have a huge task lined up for us next year with four projects that we will be working on from the
following funding sources:

3

1

Bio On-ground
DELWP

20 million Tree Project

2
4

Greening Australia

20 million Tree Project
Round Three

Burrungma Biik, PPWCMA
National Landcare

With these four projects we plan to install 35,000 plants in 2019. We have also submitted applications
to Melbourne Water, Community Incentive Grants. This will be for weed control and planting
support/labour at Parslows site and Ewen Road site. This will greatly support our current projects in
these two areas. As you can see, we are again aiming very high with plant numbers to improve as
much habitat as we can for our beautiful Helmeted Honeyeaters. So we need all the help we can get!
I will continue to work on engaging more schools, corporate and other groups to join and be involved
in our community education programs. Information emails will be sent out to schools in the area
before the end of the school year. If you know of any groups that may be interested in an informative
education day in the reserve learning about our Helmeted Honeyeater and planting some trees,
please give me a call or email, I would love to hear from you.
Visit to University of Melbourne’s

Get your team at work, social

Early Learning Centre, August

group or community organisation

2018. Early Childhood learning

involved in a fun, team building &

about the Helmeted Honeyeater

feel-good conservation projects

and nest building.

for the helmeted honeyeater!

Contact Cecilia

Photo credit: Uni Melb ELC

p 5964 8341
e info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
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Yarra Ranges Landcare Network News
By Anne Fitzpatrick

Another Successful Singles planting – Landcare for Singles Healesville 2018. Thirty singles, young
and less young, attended our planting along the Watts River corridor in Healesville, Sunday 16th
September. Supported by the Yarra Ranges Landcare Network, Mt Toolebewong & District Landcare
Group, Yarra Ranges Council and a PPWCMA Community Grant, the day incorporated planting,
music, fine local food and a gum boot tossing competition. The day was a hit for Landcare, bringing
new volunteers together and planting 1000 middle and lower storey species along the river corridor.
Thank-you to all those involved.

Network AGM – Friday 16th November
Group Representatives and Friends met at the Lillydale Lake Community Rooms to share pizza and
hear from guest speaker, Nadiah Roslan from Earthwatch Institute, for our Annual General Meeting.
Nadiah gave an overview of her organisation and information about ClimateWatch, a citizen science
program, engaging volunteers to help understand how changes in temperature and rainfall are
affecting the seasonal behaviour of Australia’s plants and animals. For more information visit:
http://www.climatewatch.org.au/
A Committee of 9 volunteers were elected- a fabulous way to end the year!
I look forward to working with the new committee and landcarers in the new
year. I wish everyone a happy and safe Festive Season~ Anne
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A privileged role

By Sue Tardif

Sharing the Hehos’ world
Amongst other quirks to our use of language, Australians are fabulous at reducing words to a syllable
or two. The Melbourne Cricket Ground is a classic example. There are way too many syllables in the
MCG, so it’s the ‘G’. Is it any wonder then that the Helmeted Honeyeater supplementary feeding
program has become ‘feeding’, and we refer to the program volunteers as ‘feeders’? Of course not.
Why wouldn’t we?
Things change over time though. We are now

Jargon (noun)

going to refer to the volunteers as 'Volunteer

Gibberish; Special words or expressions used by a

Field Assistant', and the program they work in
is the 'Helmeted Honeyeater Field Based

profession or group that are difficult for others to understand.
English Oxford Dictionary.

Program'. It will take us a while to transition, but it’s become important.
Over the past year in particular, we’ve become increasingly aware of, and even frustrated by,
comments like "The birds only exist because they are being fed", "The birds are being hand fed",
"...all HeHos are fed". None of this is accurate. The term supplementary is important, but lost. The
science behind the supplementary feeding is lost. The birds surviving and breeding without
supplementary feed is being lost. It's understandable that amongst people not actively involved, the
term 'feeding' or 'feeder' can have quite a negative response. It’s jargon.

We want to shift that conversation.

The team of volunteers involved in the supplementary feeding
program at Yellingbo NCR
have always done much more

than provide supplementary food. They are in the field five days
a week, year round. They are often the first pair of eyes and ears
to notice health concerns. These observations have saved birds
lives. That’s really important. Volunteers are also providing the
daily update on breeding. Is she showing signs of sitting yet? Is
that pair carrying food items yet? How many young can you
hear? Bruce prioritises a good part of his field time based on

Volunteer field assistant, Julia with Bruce
Image: S Tardif

these observations. They’re important.
It’s not all work being part of the HeHo Field Based program though!
This morning it was all about the silence for me. It often is. The diverse sounds of the bush buzzing
with life. Not one man made sound other than the footsteps of the person walking quietly beside me.
Your heart rate slows. You notice things. Walking across a raised area above the swamp edge there
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were a few wildflowers below us. I’ve never noticed them before. About six flowers on fine stems.
Four pink, single petals with white anthers and stamen. Long, narrow leaves on the fine stems. My
memory needed to suffice to work out what they are, but that hasn’t worked for me!! Hopefully they
are there again when I’m back in a few days’ time.
A month back a new volunteer, Sharon, was being inducted into her
role. I sat quietly a few metres from her when an echidna walked
within metres of us digging happily looking for ants. An Eastern
Yellow Robin perched next to us, enjoying what the echidna was
digging up. A Helmeted Honeyeater perched in the shrubs nearby
waiting for us to back off. They are all in the image. Can you spot
them? Amazing experience!
Two weeks back a group of 5-6 Helmeted Honeyeaters were working
really hard to chase away a pair of Sacred Kingfishers (successfully)
and an Eastern Whipbird feeding its young (they weren't budging) all
at the same time. The intruders weren’t welcome by the Helmeted
Honeyeaters, but I must admit I loved watching it! On the same day,
but in another Helmeted Honeyeater breeding territory, the breeding
male was chasing off a Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike which circled
back numerous times just to be chased away again. We wondered
where other HeHos from the colony were. They weren’t helping on

Volunteer field assistant, Sharon & wildlife
Image: S Tardif

this occasion. The female partner and their two young fledglings were nowhere to be seen.
Thankfully, we thought. As we walked away we wondered how much of a threat that Cuckoo-shrike
was, and left with just a little bit of trepidation. The natural world at work. Today, two weeks later, the
family was there. Phew!!

Thank-you
Donations are very important to us and help support the variety of conservation activities
FoHH undertakes for our special bird. So our thanks go to the generosity of...
Peter Michael Jessica Rackylef Renee Nutbean Wanallock CWA Oxley Christian
College Ritchies Store our Mystery Monthly Donor ‘WK’!

If you shop at IGA, you can nominate

FoHH would like to acknowledge

FoHH on your Community Benefits

the ongoing support from Yarra

Card and 0.5% of your shopping

Ranges Shire for printing and

docket will be directed to us.

distribution of the Heho Herald.
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Contacts
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Office & Nursery
Address 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139
Post PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139
p 5964 8341
e info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au

Committee Members
President Alan Clayton e) president@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Vice President Stephen
Garth Secretary Amy Tipton e) secretary@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Treasurer Suzanne
Cox e) treasurer@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au General Members Bruce Quin, Robin Young,
Sue Bendel, Richard Case, Shan Jasotharan, Gretchen Szabat, Mariea Pacheco

Support roles
DELWP Ornithologist Bruce Quin Works & Reveg Group Leader Richard Case p) 9720
4062 Nursery Manager Michelle Faram e) plantnursery@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
Webmaster Stephen Garth e) webmaster@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Environmental
Coordinator Cecilia Imre e) environmentalcoordinator@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
Merchandise Debbie Mitchell Field Volunteer Coordinator Sue Tardif Membership
Secretary Marita Hanigan YV Landcare Network Coordinator Anne Fitzpatrick m) 0488
766 113 e) YVLandcare@bigpond.com Newsletter Editor Melanie Treweek Dunn e)
newsletter@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au

FoHH respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People as the Traditional Custodians of the lands
known as Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. We recognise their continuing connection to
land, water and wildlife and pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging.
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