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President’s Report

By Alan Clayton

Celebrating Thirty Years of Achievement
On 23 May 1989, a meeting was held at the Lilydale Senior Citizens’ Centre
which led to the formation of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater. Thirty years
later, on 25 May 2019, almost a hundred people assembled at the same venue to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of the Friends.
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The occasion opened with an inspiring Welcome to
Country by Wurundjeri Elder Uncle Dave Wandin which
included a smoking ceremony. Uncle Dave reflected
upon the care of Country that his ancestors had
undertaken over more than 30,000 years and the
significance of the Welcoming Ceremony and reciprocal
obligations that this involved. He noted that care of
Country was not just an indigenous concern and
welcomed everyone to join in this important obligation.
Uncle Dave Wandin conducting Welcome to Country
Image: G Edwards

The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater have, over their
entire history, been intimately involved with Zoos

Victoria, particularly in relation to the supplementary breeding program at the Healesville Sanctuary.
It was therefore fitting that the opening keynote address was delivered by the Chief Executive of Zoos
Victoria, Dr. Jenny Gray, who provided an incisive review of the means by which Zoos Victoria had
responded to the ambitious target set by their board of management that that “no Victorian terrestrial,
vertebrate species will go extinct on our watch”.
This was followed by a ceremony in which long-serving Friends were honoured for their “long and
committed service in supporting the recovery of the Helmeted Honeyeater and the preservation of
the environment in which it and many other species depend for their existence”. This honoured 18
individuals who were present on the day. The certificates were presented by Bob Anderson who was
specially recognised for his pivotal contribution to the history and development of the Friends,
including holding the role of President for two thirds of the Friends’ history. Similar certificates will be
presented to other long-serving Friends at other events during the rest of this year.

What have we learned from the past?

The first panel session brought together three veterans
of the early years of the Friends’ history, Ian Smales
(who in 1983 had initiated a major investigation of the

biology and status of the Helmeted Honeyeater), Dr. Don Franklin (the first field officer for the
Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Team from 1989 to 1993) and ‘Mr Helmeted Honeyeater’ himself,
Bruce Quin (who celebrated 26 years as the Recovery
Team’s ornithologist). This was an engaging session,
replete with anecdote, which demonstrated how those
involved with the early years of the Friends’ operations
were in fact pioneer citizen scientists whose observations
of the Helmeted Honeyeater’s behaviour and the nature of
(and changes within) its habitat have provided important
strategies for the future. The morning session concluded
with the second keynote address which was delivered by
Dr. Sally Box, the federal Threatened Species
Commissioner, who gave an overview of the role of her
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The veterans of FoHH history, Bruce Quin, Bob
Anderson, Dr Don Franklin and Ian Smales
Image: G Edwards

Office and its support to a range of recovery programmes across Australia, including a case study of
the Mallee Emu-Wren.

Challenges for the present

Following lunch, the second panel session provided an
examination of a range of contemporary challenges
(including habitat loss, climate variability, landholder

changes to waterways) through the prism of a study of the changes to the Cockatoo Creek Swamp
and current initiatives being undertaken to re-establish this swamp as a functioning wetland. The
panel which discussed these issues was the two Sarah G’s (Sarah Gaskill and Sarah Gregor) from
Melbourne Water and Dr. Joe Greet, a riparian ecologist from the University of Melbourne. This
provided a fascinating insight into how current problems can be dealt with, and greatly mitigated,
through a science-based process of analysis and remedial action.

Strategies for the future

The final panel session addressed four diverse
approaches which pointed to pathways for sustaining a
growing and healthy population of Helmeted

Honeyeaters in the wild and the viability of a volunteer-led organisation such as the Friends. The first
was a fascinating exploration of the rationale and basis of genetic rescue as a means of maintaining
the Helmeted Honeyeater in the wild. This was given by Professor Paul Sunnucks from Monash
University who showed the impact of the geographically isolated population of Helmeted Honeyeater
at Yellingbo in terms of the loss of a low level of genetic flow from its close cousin, the gippslandicus
sub-species of the Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, that had operated in the past. He pointed to the need to
reinstate such a low level flow for the long-term genetic viability of the Helmeted Honeyeater. The
second was a presentation by Dorothy Scott, of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Public Fund
Committee, on the results of the volunteer engagement study that was undertaken late last year and
outlining a number of strategies for volunteer engagement and retention for the Friends that flowed
from this study. The third was a review by Dr. Dan Harley from Zoos Victoria of the need for
translocation strategies to secure populations of Helmeted Honeyeater in stable populations within
suitable habitat outside of Yellingbo as an insurance against species loss from fire and disease.
Finally, Dr. Elisa Raulings from Greening Australia set out, in an engaging presentation, particular
techniques and strategies that could be utilised to protect, and make more resilient, the habitat
required for Helmeted Honeyeaters and other species in the face of ongoing climate change. These
techniques and strategies were illustrated by the highly sophisticated planting preparation and
management programme that has been instituted at Haining Farm on the Don River as a planned
possible future release site for Helmeted Honeyeaters and Leadbeater’s Possums.
The 30th anniversary symposium represented the exploration of a wide range of issues and it is
impossible to give any adequate summary in a short report such as this. However, most of the
presenters have given permission for their Powerpoint presentations to be placed on our website.
This will be done in the near future and will provide an opportunity to sample the richness of this
occasion. Accompanying the symposium was a comprehensive photographic survey of the three
decades of the Friends’ history that was put together by Marita Hanigan. This led many members in a

3

walk down memory lane. It showed the progress of the Friends over this time and traits and strengths
of this organisation that auger well for its operations over the next thirty years.

Out in the Field

By Bruce Quin

On the 30th Anniversary for Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, and as the
intensive Recovery Program approaches, I am delighted to report record figures
for the 2018/2019 Helmeted Honeyeater breeding season at Yellingbo. The
number of confirmed breeding territories for the past breeding season was 41, five above the
previous record. Seventy fledglings were recorded for the breeding season, surpassing the previous
record by two. The number of individuals recorded by volunteers and Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) staff recently is 226, another record for the intensive Recovery
Program.

Fledglings
Forty-six of the 2018/2019 breeding season fledglings have been banded and 43 of these have been
DNA-sampled. One of the fledglings spent three weeks at Healesville Sanctuary’s Australian Wildlife
Health Centre (AWHC) during Autumn 2019 being treated for a small eye ulcer and then suspected
Aspergillosis, a fungal respiratory infection, before being successfully returned to the wild.

Adults
Three adult Helmeted Honeyeaters also received treatment at the AWHC during Autumn 2019. Two
were severely lame, one of these was because of a puncture wound to the thigh (suspected to be a
wound from a failed attack by a predator), while no injury was observable for the other lame bird. The
Helmeted Honeyeater which had the wounded thigh has done well since being returned to its
territory. The other injured bird was returned to his site mildly lame because his social position was in
jeopardy. His leg still has restricted use, but he appears to be coping and is with his mate.
Volunteer Field Assistants also noticed the third adult Helmeted Honeyeater that required
Veterinarian attention, this one because of a lesion on the middle front toe of both feet, though the
bird did not look lame. AWHC Veterinarians advised to leave the bird at his site but requested weekly
photographic updates to monitor the bird’s toes (which Stephen Garth provided). On 1st May 2019,
the bird was taken to the AWHC because the right toe lesion was looking more pronounced. The
diagnosis was of old wounds and he was returned to his territory two weeks later.
The inbreeding depression research by Monash University Genetics student Sara Petrovic was
completed. On behalf of the Recovery Team, many thanks to Sara for her highly important study on
the Helmeted and Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters.
It was exciting for Volunteer Field Assistants and I to be a part of this field work! -Bruce
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2019 Release of Captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters and Genetic Rescue
The 2019 release of captive-bred birds into Yellingbo will have the “Genetic Rescue” element to it. At
this stage, 38 birds comprising 15 Helmeted Honeyeaters, three Licola Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters
(subspecies gippslandicus), 13 hybirds and seven back-cross individuals (Helmeted Honeyeater –
hybrid crosses), will be released. Eleven of the 38 are adults, while the remainder of individuals were
bred during the 2018/2019 breeding season. The release of these captive-bred individuals will occur
as early in August as is possible in the hope that the restoration of the low level of gippslandicus
genetic influence in Yellingbo Helmeted Honeyeaters begins during the 2019/2020 breeding season.
To accommodate further Genetic Rescue breeding in captivity and the release of this group of birds,
a collection of gippslandicus from a location not too far from Yellingbo has occurred. Field work for
Ornithologists during the first half of May 2019, focussed on surveying sites for source populations of
gippslandicus on the western edge of this subspecies’ range.
While the Licola (Central Gippsland) gippslandicus, collected in May 2017, have initiated the Genetic
Rescue, the low level of gippslandicus genes in Yellingbo Helmeted Honeyeaters in the early 1990’s,
would have presumably been of gippslandicus from locations closer to Yellingbo than Licola. A
location with gippslandicus in Noojee State Forest was shown to us by Dwayne Needham (DELWP
Feral Dog Trapper) and on 15th May 2019, eight gippslandicus were translocated to Healesville
Sanctuary and put in quarantine in the AWHC. Three will be returned to their Noojee site once the
three males and two females required for the captive colony are identified via DNA testing. Six days
post-capture, all eight gippslandicus were doing well in captivity.

Noojee State Forest gippslandicus
collection site vegetation, regenerating
on a former logging coupe.
Image: B Quin

gippslandicus extracted from a mistnet; less pronounced helmet
compared to that of a Heho.
Image: N Prior

Bunyip River, a former Helmeted
Honeyeater and gippslandcius site,
performed the role of a firebreak in
March 2019.
Image: B Quin

Recovery Program
Andrew Silcocks joined the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Program as part-time DELWP Assistant
Ornithologist in late April this year, for a period of about 12 months. Andrew's 30+ years of
ornithological experience gained in various countries has already proved invaluable. In fact, Andrew
has been assisting the field program mostly voluntarily during the past four years, banding Helmeted
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Honeyeaters, locating their nests and assessing the health of individual birds. Andrew will juggle his
Birdlife Australia position, which includes managing the Bird Atlas database and the Australasian
Bittern project, with his Helmeted Honeyeater position. Soon after Andrew started, we called upon his
expertise in capturing the Noojee gippslandcius!

Bunyip State Park
During March 2019, I received numerous enquiries about the impact of a huge wildfire burning in
Bunyip State Park on the Helmeted Honeyeaters and their habitat. We have done previous reporting
on the unsuccessful attempt to re-establish Helmeted Honeyeaters in Bunyip State Park in past He
Ho Herald editions and in internal reports. I do plan to write up this work more fully in the future and
convey the outcomes to a wider audience. The situation is still that our last official records of a
Helmeted Honeyeater in Bunyip State Park date back to August 2017. An unbanded Helmeted
Honeyeater was photographed by a remote camera between 1st and 5th August 2017. An unbanded
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater (subspecies gippslandicus) was with the unbanded cassidix on 2nd August
2017. The remote camera is still intermittently used at this location on the Bunyip River and was re-set
to operate on 3rd April this year, the day I visited the Labertouche North area of the wildfire. Also
relevant to other parts of this article is the reiteration that hybridisation between Helmeted
Honeyeaters and gippslandicus was observed during several breeding seasons after both
subspecies colonised the area in 2010. Significantly, not all floodplain habitat in this area was burnt
in March 2019 and, in fact, Bunyip River created a firebreak in parts, while fire-fighting efforts by
Parks Victoria and DELWP crews helped save other parts of this river’s vegetation and that of Black
Snake Creek, also former Helmeted Honeyeater and gippslandicus habitat, from being burnt.

gippslandicus having a
nectar feed (Wombaroo)
Image: A Tipton

Andrew Silcocks, Assistant
Ornithologist for the
Helmeted Honeyeater
Recovery Program

Image: A Tipton

Adult gippslandicus
“indistinct” nape line,
colour change is usually
abrupt/distinct in an adult
HeHo
Image: A Tipton

Many thanks for the highly valued work across all aspects of the Recovery Program.
More exciting times ahead for us! -Bruce
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Reveg Rambles

By Richard Case

Only two months to report on this time, both spent seed collecting in and around
our marvellous reserve. The 25th March began hot, with extensive smoke from the
Bunyip fires and everywhere very dry. As I arrived about 25 Eastern Swamphens were clustered
along the roadside. We were going out seed collecting but our first stop was to visit the lightning tree
(Out in the Field, Autumn 2019 Newsletter, p6). The PV / DELWP fire crew had done an excellent job
to locate and extinguish the fire in dense bush, where the Helmeted Honeyeaters live. As we
wandered down to our next stop, we were accompanied by Swordgrass Brown and Common Brown
butterflies. Here we collected Sweet Bursaria and Hairpin Banksia while the inquisitive bush birds
looked on and a Kookaburra called in the distance.After lunch we visited the edge of the
Macclesfield Creek block, where we collected Scented Paperbark and Woolly Tea-tree. Working
away, there was no breeze, it was very hot so we decided to call an early finish. The final bird of the
day was a magnificent Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo.
The 7th April began with clear skies and cool, the valley fog just burning off. Arriving early, I went for a
quick walk down the road. Victorian Smooth Froglets were
calling, they are supposed to call from September to June but
seem to go quiet through the summer months around here. A
White-eared Honeyeater gave it’s distinctive “CHOP-CHOP”
call. Little Ravens and Magpies carried on out in the
paddock. A brownish juvenile Grey Butcherbird sat on a
fence as a Grey Fantail cartwheeled nearby. More demure, in
a shrub sat a Yellow-faced Honeyeater, soon to join the great
migration north. And flying over the paddocks, into the trees,
surely one of our most beautiful birds, a pair of Eastern

Reveg Dates
Sunday 16th June
Sunday 14th July
Sunday 11th August
Sunday 8th September

Rosellas.
I feel this little ripper is often overlooked, if we can put a name to
something should our curiosity stop there? - Richard
-Bruce
Anyway, back to work. We headed out to collect more Sweet
Bursaria, adding to last month’s and the work of others with

All events start at 10am from the Nursery
1217 Macclesfield Rd
(Melway Map 305 G11)
All reveg events are automatically cancelled if damaging
winds (60 kph), severe, extreme, total fire ban or code
red are forecast for the Central District. Please check
with the Bureau of Meteorology at 5pm the day before.

this prickly shrub. Again, the bush birds kept us company,
some bold and some furtive, more heard than seen. We ate lunch in the middle of the track,
swapping stories and decided to go on up to Macclesfield Creek Bushland, to collect Yellow Hakea.
Most of the “wild” ones have died off now, after years of drought but many young ones have been
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established in the reveg plots there and are now bearing seed. This we collected with glee, we
haven’t seen so much for quite a while and the Black Cockies haven’t found it yet either!
As we wandered around we came across a Cabbage Tree (weed). This would have to be the most
intact piece of bush in Yellingbo and yet there it was, presumably from a seed dropped by birds. We
didn’t have the equipment to deal with it then so will have to return later. There’s always something
new on the list around here! Returning to the house and setting the seed out to dry, a freshening
North wind was now blowing, carrying the Tree Martins high after the insects that must have been
there also.

Grazing Management Workshop
Twenty-five local landholders from the Yarra Valley and surrounds attended the first in a series of 4
Sustainable Property Management workshops on Saturday, at Yeringberg in the Yarra Valley.
Agronomist Lisa Warne delivered information on grass species, carrying capacity and feeding stock.
The workshop was generously hosted at Yeringberg by the De Pury family, fifth generation farmers in
the Yarra Valley. Yarra Ranges Landcare Network organised the event and were supported through a
Yarra Ranges Council Community Grant. Landcare is a grass-roots community driven movement in
its 35 fifth year. The workshop on Saturday brought people together who want to know more about
managing their land in a sustainable way. Landcare is a lot about networking and creating
community, whilst seeking funding and guidance to improve land management. The second
workshop in the series, “Dam Management” will be held on Sunday 23 June in Macclesfield. Online
registrations will open from mid-May.
There is considerable interest in the Coldstream-Gruyere area to reform the Gruyere Landcare
Group previously running in the area - Anne Fitzpatrick, Landcare Facilitator
-Bruce

If you are interested in joining Landcare in the Yarra Ranges, contact Anne
e) landcare@yrl.org.au or visit w) www.yarrarangeslandcare.org.au
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The Committee and fellow
members of the Friends of the
Helmeted Honeyeater would
like to welcome you to a
special event.
You are invited to

New Members’ Day
Please join us on

Saturday, 22nd June 2019
10am to 2pm
1217 Macclesfield Rd Yellingbo

Starting at the Rangers house, we will be having a short presentation,
followed by a tour to the Reserve to see the birds in the wild and end
with a complimentary lunch.

RSVP needed to assist with catering, please indicate dietary needs by
contacting e) info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au or p) 5964 8341
RSVP due Thursday 20th June
Helmeted Honeyeaters need Friends for Life
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A privileged role

By Sue Tardif & guest writer Anat Efron
Sharing the HeHo World
Anat joined as a Volunteer Field Assistant in November 2018. A couple of months later Anat’s email
started, “Hi Sue, I wanted to throw a new idea out to you...”
Well, how could I resist reading more? It went on to say, “Would you be happy to help with this? This
week I got inspired to write something aimed at women about outdoor volunteering experiences…
Hopefully this … will inspire other women to consider wildlife volunteering as an outlet for giving back
while enjoying the wonderful outdoors!” Did I need to think twice? No! Did I have to help much? No!
It was a joy for me to read Anat’s insights, and I thought you’d like to read them too.
Thank you Anat! - Sue

The Benefits of Environmental Volunteering for the Outdoor Enthusiast

by Anat Efron

Nature and wildlife were a big part of my childhood. Growing up, I would spend
days roaming the forested areas near our house either on my own or with friends. I read wildlife
magazines and dreamed about becoming a park ranger or working in a wildlife sanctuary when I
grew up.
Life circumstances allowed me to revisit my childhood dreams in adulthood through wildlife
conservation volunteering. I am thrilled by what I’ve experienced so far, some benefits are more
subtle than others.

1
2
3
4

I can combine my joy of being outside, with learning about the environment on a deeper
level. I also get to give back by contributing to wildlife protection and conservation efforts.
I meet amazing people, and have my horizons expanded. Many volunteering activities
bring you into contact with like-minded individuals, with whom you may spend hours at a time.
I learn so much from every person I volunteer with, as they are often active with wildlife and
passionate about it, so they have a wealth of information to share.
It can be a gateway for environmental work, studies or research. Volunteering gives me
an insider look at what environmental work entails, and this is an opportunity to consider if
that’s something I would like to get into professionally.
I keep active! Spending time outdoors, even if it’s not an actual “hike” or “workout” is better
than spending more hours on our computers or devices. And since sitting is killing us,
anything outdoors and moving is the perfect antidote!
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I can become both an educator and a spokesperson. Some volunteering jobs involve
making people aware of our impact on the environment, and helping them modify their
behaviour accordingly. And when you are not volunteering you will be sharing your new
experiences and insights with your family, friends and maybe on social media and as such
you are a spokesperson for the cause of conservation.
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My ‘animal senses’ are sharpened. When you are very familiar with the area you are visiting,
you become attuned to every change. You learn the sounds of the bush and are able to
notice changes, new noises, and fathom their significance. If the activity requires monitoring,
you will learn your subject closely – how are they behaving, and how does their behaviour
change? What impacts it? What is of concern, and what is normal behaviour?
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I get a glimpse of all the work “behind the scenes” that goes into environmental
conservation. Someone is there doing the work – putting up signs, setting down trails,
running revegetation programs, spraying pest shrubs, putting up hides or nesting boxes.
Anticipating the needs of the natural environment and making it safe for humans to roam. I
have so much appreciation for all that silent work!

8
9

Many opportunities are family friendly – many volunteering opportunities allow or
encourage child participation, and I think it provides a wonderful – and free! – option for the
whole family to participate in, that also helps instil a love for the outdoors in the next
generation
I get a change of perspective. Wildlife conservation allows me to see the natural
environment not just as a fun playground for humans, but a habitat for species trying to
survive under difficult and changing conditions. That is both humbling and eye opening, and
reinforces the importance of environmental conservation.

Left: Not often, but sometimes
Field Assistants such as Alex
come across unexpected
challenges. Help was on its
way after the photo was taken!

Right: Anat and Rachel out in
Yellingbo bush as part of the
Volunteer Field Assistant Team

Image: W. McWilliams

Image: A.Efron
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Nursery News
By Michelle Faram

Over the past couple of months, water has again been the major talking point. With
the dry and warm Easter period and our tanks virtually empty, we again needed to
purchase water. We held off purchasing water as long as possible but there was very
little rain in the forecast ahead. During the previous months any rain that looked like it was headed
our way eventually bypassed the nursery. Three loads of water (18,000 litres), were delivered on
Wednesday 24th April, filling three quarters of one tank. One of these loads of water was again
donated by Ron Kraan, our supplier, who has now donated 72,000 litres in aid of our group’s
conservation efforts. Ron has been great to deal with and was very understanding of our situation
with no back up water supply, he ensured that water was delivered despite being very busy
especially during the fires at Bunyip Sate Park.
May has finally seen some reasonable rainfall and the creek flow rate finally reached a level at which
we are allowed to pump. On Saturday 4th May we took the opportunity and the pump was switched
on to fill our tanks. The banned and restricted pumping levels rise at the end of this month and like
last year we were unable to pump throughout much of the rest of the year.

Plant Orders

We have a large number of orders to complete this year including from the
following organisations:

•

Parks Victoria

•

Yarra Ranges Council

•

Gaye Gadsden projects

•

Melbourne Water

•

Healesville Sanctuary

•

He Ho Revegetation Program

Only one order was collected in April due to the dry conditions but with the recent rain May is proving
to be very busy. Over the next few months the nursery team will be very busy trying to complete a
large proportion of the plant orders before the end of June as required.
Good numbers of volunteers have been in attendance on Tuesdays and
Thursdays with a small number on Fridays. The first group of corporate

Nursery Volunteers

volunteers attended the nursery on the 4th of May. While they were only a small group this year they
were very helpful in getting our igloo frame upright as well as propagating some new plants. Two of
the group were from TAL Insurance and have volunteered at the Friends over a number of years,
while another now works for a different company and brought a new workmate along.
On 14th March the nursery crew got together to celebrate a special milestone birthday for one of our
long time nursery volunteer (since 1990) and valued members, Murray Stewart. A special morning
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tea was held to help Murray celebrate the occasion. Tanya our work experience student from Deakin
University will finish her allocated 80 hours this month. Tanya has been a good addition to the
volunteer crew so we wish her well.

Morning Tea for Murray Stewart

Natalie and Murray Stewart

Corporate group volunteers
Images: M Faram

The John’s Hill Landcare Seed collecting team of Noel, Sheila and Julie (pictured with Michelle) paid
a visit to the nursery for the annual handover of seeds they have collected over the previous year.
The seeds are then grown on to produce plants for revegetation projects in areas such as
Avonsleigh, Cockatoo and Emerald. Simon Dent, (Parks Victoria Ranger), Melanie Birtchnell,
(Environmental Coordinator) and I took time one Wednesday to look at some of the planting sites for
this year’s revegetation program at Sheepstation Creek, Parslows Bridge and Burrungma Biik. A visit
to the other revegetation sites including at Ewen Rd will be planned soon.

Revegetation planning

JH Landcare Seed Collecting Team

Eastern Yellow Robin
Images: M Faram

Not much in flower this month around the nursery, but a colourful visitor to the nursery and a regular
at the picnic tables, the Eastern Yellow Robin, Eopsaltria australis.

Nursery Sales

From the first of April the nursery is now open on Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Fridays and the first Saturday morning of the month. With volunteers
welcome on all of these days.

Special congratulations to the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater on the inspirational work that has been
achieved by so many over thirty fabulous years it is truly inspiring. HAPPY BIRTHDAY! - Michelle
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With a little help from our friends…

By Dorothy Scott

Our members and friends have been active in some interesting fundraising initiatives.
The former Judith Eardley Save Wildlife
Last December Alan Clayton and

Association, which has given

In May a donation of $3,200 was

local musician Jules Vine organised

extraordinary support to FoHH for a

received from the Kate and

an end of year fundraising concert for

long time, launched a new

Stephen Shelmerdine Family

the Friends of the Helmeted

organisation- Together for Wildlife. A

Foundation, adding to the valuable

Honeyeater in Emerald. It was a

number of us attended its launch in

support they have given over

wonderful evening and raised $760.

Healesville, and were delighted to

several years.

Thanks to Alan and Jules, and all who

receive $2,800 from Peter Hannaford

came along.

on behalf of Together for Wildlife.

Over summer Renee Nutbean, one of

Renee’s employer, ISPT Super

Some of our members have been very

our volunteer field assistants, did

Property, then very kindly matched

generous in making donations when

some entrepreneurial fundraising,

the amount of $700 she had raised!

renewing their membership this year.

selling pre-ordered local produce

Renee says it is a simple operation

Every little bit counts in fundraising!

such as cherries and blueberries in

and she is keen to do something

1kg amounts to her city-based

similar again at the end of this

colleagues. This raised $700.

year…..

If you have easy access to potential customers, such as a school or
place of employment, please let me know if you would like to get
involved- Dorothy e) dorothy@avonsfield.com.au p) 5968 4103
The purchase and installation of a specialist seed storage facility,
including a portable cool room - our top priority for fundraising in 2019.
This will improve seed viability, thus assisting our habitat restoration
efforts and enhance the capacity of the nursery. It will also be a much
better place in which our volunteers, especially Richard Connor, can
work. We have now raised $8,421.60 for the seed storage facility,
which means we are half-way to our goal- a magnificent achievement!
On behalf of the Public Fund Committee thank you to everyone for all
your support.

Seed Storage Facility Fundraising Target
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Heho Merchandise

100% of proceeds go to on-ground projects to save our special bird

Celebrate Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater’s
30th Anniversary every time you have a cuppa!
This attractive fine china mug marks 30 years since the establishment of
the Friends of Helmeted Honeyeater on 23rd May 1989. Featuring three
delightful photos of the Helmeted Honeyeater, it will become a prompt for
discussion, advocacy and education whenever you have guests!
Visit the website for purchase options www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/shop-2/

Buying a gift from our merchandise range is a great way to contribute to on-ground conservation,
show your love and promote education of Helmeted Honeyeater.

It’s win-win!

To view the range of books, cards and clothing head to our website
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/shop-2/

Thank-you
Donations are very important to us and help support the variety of conservation activities
FoHH undertakes for our special bird. So our thanks go to the generosity of...
Yarra Valley Water Marilyn Commerford Patti Crowley Ritchies Stores Meg Bentley
Margaret Ross Elaine Warburton Howard Paix Christine Duncan Stephen Garth Sandra
Martig Kerry Dawborn Sasha Gleeson Jennie Epstein Irene Pearey Rachel Potter Jan
Fleming Alan Clayton Dorothy Scott WK and all those contributors to stamp donations!
If you shop at IGA, you can nominate

FoHH would like to acknowledge

FoHH on your Community Benefits

the ongoing support from Yarra

Card and 0.5% of your shopping

Ranges Shire for printing and

docket will be directed to us.

distribution of the Heho Herald.
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Contacts
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Office & Nursery
Address 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139
Post PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139
p 5964 8341
e info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au

Committee Members
President Alan Clayton e) president@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Vice President Stephen
Garth Secretary Amy Tipton e) secretary@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Treasurer Suzanne
Cox e) treasurer@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au General Members Bruce Quin, Robin Young,
Sue Bendel, Richard Case, Shan Jasotharan, Gretchen Szabat, Mariea Pacheco

Support roles
DELWP Ornithologist Bruce Quin Works & Reveg Coordinator Richard Case p) 9720
4062 Nursery Manager Michelle Faram e) plantnursery@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
Webmaster Stephen Garth e) webmaster@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Environmental
Coordinator Melanie Birtchnell e) environmentalcoordinator@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
Merchandise Debbie Mitchell Field Volunteer Coordinator Sue Tardif Fundraising
Coordinator Dorothy Scott e) dorothy@avonsfield.com.au YV Landcare Network
Coordinator Anne Fitzpatrick m) 0488 766 113 e) YVLandcare@bigpond.com Newsletter
Editor Melanie Treweek Dunn e) newsletter@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au

FoHH respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People as the Traditional Custodians of the lands
known as Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. We recognise their continuing connection to
land, water and wildlife and pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging.
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