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President’s Report

By Alan Clayton

Ongoing Renewal and Sustainability
The summer of 2019-2020 has been a devastating season for much of the flora and
fauna of Australia. Our thoughts go to all of those who are working to rebuild
communities and restore landscapes. In the face of many challenges, global warming being the most
overwhelming of these, we need to support one another in our commitment to conservation.
I have previously written in the HeHo Herald about our “three pillars policy” – healthy place, healthy
bird and healthy organisation. I am delighted to announce that we have now partnered with the Ross
Trust (formerly known as the R E Ross Trust) in a programme of work that addresses all of these
pillars through a Challenge and Change grant. This grant, for which an organisation needs to be
invited to apply, was the end point of a process of iterative discussions and documentation involving
the CEO of the Ross Trust, Sarah Hardy, and senior Program Manager, Rebecca Chew, over the past
six months. Sarah and Rebecca have visited Yellingbo and there have been probing discussions
about all aspects of our operations with some members of the Committee of Management and staff.
This has been a very useful self-reflective process which has fed into our organisational strategic
planning, including a half day planning workshop.
I wish to thank Sarah and Rebecca for their great skill and professionalism and a willingness to give
up considerable time to get to know us as an organisation. As well, a special vote of thanks to the
Trustees of the Ross Trust, not just for their discernment in this instance, but also for their longsightedness in crafting a grant programme that is directed to assisting the long-term capability,
capacity and resilience of community organisations.
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We are in the third and final year of our flagship Yellingbo to Butterfield project, funded by the Helen
McPherson Smith Trust and the Australian Communities Foundation. It has engaged landholders
along around seven kilometres of the Woori Yallock Creek between the end of the Yellingbo Nature
Conservation Reserve (YNCR) and Butterfield Reserve in habitat restoration. The Ross Trust grant will
assist us in continuing our ‘Beyond Yellingbo’ strategy of working with landholders to secure
corridors of suitable habitat along the waterways out of the YNCR (primarily Woori Yallock and
Cockatoo Creeks, but also including Sheep Station, Shepherds, Macclesfield and McCrae Creeks)
under the leadership of Gaye Gadsden. These corridors will provide at least a partial insurance
policy against the possible impacts upon the Helmeted Honeyeater population from fire and disease
by allowing passage out of the YNCR. Working with clusters of landholders to enhance the quality of
habitat at a sufficient scale may provide the basis of future colonies outside the YNCR.
Under the leadership of Mel Birtchnell, the Ross Trust grant will also allow us to expand our current
efforts in biodiversity conservation and education. An important element of the programme will
involve the exploration of a range of options that can provide sustainable income streams to underpin
our existing operations and a fiscally-responsible expansion of activities in existing and new areas.
This will supplement the work of our Public Fund Committee which has now been strengthened by
the appointment of Virginia Wallace, a corporate lawyer and former board member of the Port Philip
and Westernport Catchment Management Authority. Virginia has already contributed a number of
well-thought out and innovative suggestions for future fund raising initiatives.
To support long-term partnerships with bodies such as Zoos Victoria, Parks Victoria, DELWP, the
Wurundjeri Tribe Council, Yarra Ranges Council, our various Landcare Groups partners and other
groups, we need to continually replenish and renew our membership and volunteer base. To this
end, with funding from Equity Trustees (Hazel and Arthur Bruce Bequest) we are reaching out to
communities within a 30 km radius of Yellingbo. I
wish to thank Ian Sykes, Marilyn and Graeme
Edwards, Vin Dyer, Pam Gambrell, Dorothy Scott,
Shirley Everitt and Viv Williams for helping to
distribute educational material on the Helmeted
Honeyeater to sites such as cafes, libraries and
community centres in the particular communities in
which they live. As part of the same project we are
also piloting a return to a strategy of community
engagement and education that was pioneered by
the Friends some decades ago, namely having a
presence at local community markets as a means of
spreading our message and, additionally, selling
Dorothy Scott, Alan Clayton and Melanie Birtchnell engaging with
local community at the 2020 Learning for Sustainability Conference.

some of our merchandise. We are doing this in
partnership with the Friends of the Leadbeater’s
Possum.
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FoHH will be hosting stalls at these markets in Autumn

73 Main Road
Monbulk

4 Gembrook Rd
Gembrook

2 Church Street
Kallista

Main Street
Emerald

Saturday 14 March

Sunday 22 March

Saturday 4 April

Sunday 19 April

9am to 2pm

9am to 2pm

9am to 1pm

9am to 4pm

Please come along to these markets if you can, to spend
some time with us and to engage in conversations with
interested people about the work of the Friends of the

We have a great story to share! -Alan

Helmeted Honeyeater.

Out in the Field
By Bruce Quin

Helmeted Honeyeater 2019/2020 Breeding Season
The 2019/2020 breeding season for Helmeted Honeyeaters at Yellingbo
Nature Conservation Reserve (Yellingbo NCR) is probably the most
significant breeding season since the intensive Recovery Program began in
1989. Not only have a record number of fledglings been produced during the
current breeding season, but also genetic rescue birds released during
August – September 2019 have bred successfully during the 2019/2020
breeding season. Careful design of the 2019 releases has paid off and a low
level of gippslandicus genetic influence in Yellingbo Helmeted Honeyeaters
has been re-initiated. The 2019/2020 breeding season began slowly with
some pairs delaying their first clutch and there were also numerous
unsuccessful nest attempts. 21 breeding pairs and 17 fledglings had been
confirmed by mid-November (2019), and both figures were well below
Two advanced nestlings in February
which subsequently fledged.
Image: A Silcocks

corresponding figures for the 2018/2019 breeding season. However, at the
time of producing this article (24 February), the number of confirmed
breeding pairs and fledglings are 39 and 73, respectively. The total number
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of confirmed fledgings for the 2019/2020 breeding season of eclipses

Record number of fledglings in a

the previous record of 70 set during the 2018/2019 breeding season.

breeding season!

Herald is provided here. Firstly, captive releases at one of the

An update on two actions detailed in the previous edition of HeHo
reintroduction sites in August 2019 mean that this creek supports

73

Helmeted Honeyeaters for the first time since the late 1970’s. Further, two pairs
have formed since this release and one pair has produced a fledgling, the first
successful breeding at this site by Helmeted Honeyeaters for approximately 40 years!

And the composition of this successful breeding pair is somewhat surprising as it comprises a female
bird released at this site, and a male from a 2018 Cockatoo Swamp release. Our thoughts that the
2019 reintroduction area was perhaps ‘isolated’ from Cockatoo Swamp Helmeted Honeyeaters
proved incorrect!
Two eggs rescued from an abandoned Helmeted Honeyeater nest at Cockatoo Swamp in early
November (2019) were placed in an incubator at Healesville Sanctuary. One fledgling resulted from
this rescue and it will be released back into Yellingbo in autumn this year. Unfortunately, the chick
from the second egg died despite assisted hatching by Sanctuary staff. However, to gain one
fledgling from an abandoned clutch of eggs is a positive outcome.
There is further exciting news when the overall population size of Helmeted Honeyeaters,
including outcrossed birds, is examined! Sue Tardif provides the following figures, derived
from observations of Volunteer Field Assistants and staff from Friends of the Helmeted
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Honeyeater and DELWP. In January 2020, 223 individual birds
were recorded, including 60 of 66 fledglings known for the
2019/2020 breeding season. During December 2019 and
January 2020, 244 individual birds were recorded, which is a
record number in the history of the intensive Recovery Program.

Record number of Hehos in
the history of the Recovery Program!

Health Issues
A Cockatoo Swamp fledgling was taken to the AWHC on 14 December
(2019) because of head trauma and ulcerated eyes. She was returned to
the wild on 5 February (2020) and will be closely monitored in case the
eye ulcers return for a fourth time. The ulcers were associated with a slow
blink reflex, causing the eyes not to be lubricated. She has been seen,
looking well, several times since her return to the wild. Two Helmeted
Honeyeaters have had leg injuries attended to by Andrew and Sarah
The Cockatoo Swamp fledgling in the wild
after treatment at the AWHC (Australian
Wildlife Health Centre) for eye ulcers.
Image: A Silcocks

Silcocks. One of these birds needed Veterinary treatment but was able to
be returned immediately to his Yellingbo site.

Genetic Rescue

The genetic rescue has progressed in Yellingbo NCR with seven pairs containing a genetic rescue
bird and five of these pairs have produced eggs. Four pairs have produced two fledglings each,
resulting in eight genetically diverse fledglings. However, one of these fledglings, taken to the
Australian Wildlife Health Centre (AWHC) on 7 February (2020) by Amy Tipton due to severe lethargy,
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subsequently died. The cause of a lesion found in its windpipe is being investigated. While it is
disappointing to lose this fledgling, having seven other outcross fledglings produced in the wild
during the breeding season that their parents were released is an extremely significant achievement.
Four gippslandicus collected from Noojee State Forest in May 2019 continue the genetic rescue
work, with each paired in captivity with a Helmeted Honeyeater. One of these pairs has produced two
fledglings and another pair currently has advanced nestlings.
2020 Release of Captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters and Genetic Rescue
Plans are underway for the release of captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters during autumn (2020) into
Yellingbo NCR. At this stage, it appears that the number to be released will be in the high teens and
a small number of genetic rescue birds will probably be included in this year’s release group. Final
breeding season figures and news on the autumn 2020 release of captive-bred birds will be provided
in the winter edition of HeHo
Herald. Many thanks for the highly
valued work that Volunteers do for

A great amount of progress has been achieved since the
2019/2020 breeding season began in August last year -Bruce

the Recovery Program.

Reveg Rambles

By Richard Case

Our story this issue is of seed collecting, movie stars and birds!
The 8th of December was a nice warm morning for seed collecting. On the way in, I had
heard a Greenfinch calling at Wandin Yallock and a Rufous Songlark in the paddocks north
of the Nursery. I had a list of about 12 target species to collect seed from but they turned out
to be mostly unripe. We headed down to our first site and collected Snowy & Dusty Daisybushes and a small quantity of Native Hemp-bush. Our companions included Rufous &
Golden Whistlers, Dusky Woodswallow, Rufous Fantail and five species of honeyeater.
Moving up the creek we came across a dead and decaying Agile Antechinus, with no sign of
predation it was difficult to know what killed it; the males usually die off much earlier, in
Winter-Spring. Our next four sites had ripening seed but nothing to collect. After lunch, we
headed out again and collected a good amount of Musk Daisy-bush from a site tucked away
on a bend of the Woori. After a long walk our next two sites were still ripening so we called it
a day. The 12th of January began cool and cloudy and it was a day with a difference. We
were to be filmed by John and Anne Morton as part of a documentary for our web site. We
went out to McColls Swamp North where filming began. We collected a good amount of
Austral Indigo from one of the reveg cells there before switching to a nearby Prickly Currant-
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bush patch down on the banks of the Woori. Next, we went downstream before turning and
going slowly back. We collected Silver Wattle, then Blackwood, then Purple-sheath Tussockgrass. Our final chance to be movie stars was at the “Tank Trap”, where we got a good
quantity of Hazel Pomaderris. We said good-bye to our new friends and after lunch went out
to Shield Road where we collected Forest Wire Grass, Tasman Flax-lily and more Prickly
Currant-bush. Grey & Rufous Fantails chased insects in the sun, while a Golden Whistler
called overhead. Then on to Shaw Road where Pam & Pete collected more Hazel
Pomaderris and Prickly Currant-bush while I began to sort the seed in the shed. Superb
Fairy-wrens fussed around, including a male without a tail and begging young chasing their
elders around.
On the 9th of February, there was smoke over the
mountains from the distant fires on the way in. A cool
and slightly windy morning, we were going to the

Reveg Dates
th

Sunday 19 April
summer-dry Cockatoo Swamp to collect seed from
the trees that were flooded when we saw them in
th
Sunday
17
May
November. Some Helmeted Honeyeaters were still
breeding so we went to an area where no Helmeteds
Sunday 14th June
were known to occur. A flash of blue sped past us, a
Sunday 12th July
Sacred Kingfisher grabbed a skink from an
embankment and flew off with it, giving us fantastic
All events start at 10am from the Nursery
“action” views. We moved into the Swamp and
1217 Macclesfield Rd
collected Mountain Swamp Gum from low-hanging
(Melway Map 305 G11)
branches. The weather had become humid and
All reveg events are automatically cancelled if winds are
sunny, White-throated Needletails (Spine-tailed
forecast to reach gusts of 50 kph or severe, extreme, total
fire ban or code red are forecast for the Central District.
Swifts) flew overhead, magnificent to see them, my
Please check with the Bureau of Meteorology at 5pm the
day before.
first sighting for the season. High at first, in ones and
twos, becoming lower with some skimming over the
tree tops. Then I came to a more open area with better vision (for me). Not a big flock but 3050 was pretty impressive as they silently arced across the sky on huge narrow wings with a
half-metre wingspan, using the open area to come lower down, searching for insects at
ridiculous speeds. These visitors from Siberia to the Himalayas to Japan are a real treat in
their ever-diminishing flocks. Victorian Smooth Froglets called hesitantly and as the morning
session ended, I recounted the story of “The Lost Child”, how poor little Clara Crosbie was
lost in the bush for 21 days near this spot, which inspired the Frederick McCubbin painting.
In the afternoon, we went down to Parslows Bridge where we collected Muttonwood, Tree
Everlasting, Manna Gum and Native Elderberry while the birds fussed in the tall trees and
the creek gurgled by.
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A privileged role
By Sue Tardif & Amy Tipton
Sharing the HeHo World
As I write (mid-February) we’re nearing the end of summer and the 400C days seem to be behind us perhaps wishful thinking on my part - but the humidity certainly isn’t. At Yellingbo Nature
Conservation Reserve (YNCR), our summer has been a bit unusual with December 2019 rainfall
being 22 mm, well below our 33-year recorded average of 79.3 mm. Our January 2020 rainfall was
the second highest we’ve recorded, at 119.5 mm. This was only exceeded in 1998 when we received
139 mm. On average, January rainfall at YNCR is 55.7 mm (1988-2020). In Feb, we’re on track for at
least average rainfall (52.2 mm), but more likely above average.
We’ve been fortunate. Apart from a few Total Fire Ban days and
quite a lot of humidity and strong wind events, we’ve had a good

Why am I telling you this?

summer for wildlife and the bush. YNCR and the surrounding region is looking green for summer and
we’ve had puddles to traverse!! Our thoughts go to other regions in Australia where summer wouldn’t
be described in the same way. You would have read in Bruce Quin’s ‘Out in the Field’ article about
the really positive breeding season news for the Helmeted Honeyeater. It’s not what we were
expecting back in Sept-Oct, as it was a slow start to breeding. It’s nice to be wrong though, isn’t it?!
An enormous amount of work by many people (volunteers and agency staff) goes into success
stories such as these, and as Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater members and volunteers, this is
your success too. Thank you. We’re certainly not being complacent though. Apart from other things,
the bushfires of the 2019-20 summer focus your mind on the importance of not slowing down when it
comes to threatened species conservation. Together with the 100+ strong team of field volunteers
who monitor the wild Helmeted Honeyeater population four days each and every week, we’re up for
the task. Looking after the birds means looking after their habitat. There is plenty of evidence
elsewhere in this newsletter of how habitat protection and enhancement is front and centre in what
the Friends do in partnership with others.
It’s good for your soul being out in the
It’s not all work though. What a joy

natural world -Sue

it is – albeit when it’s not hot and
humid – to be out in YNCR with nothing else filling your mind and
senses than the bush itself. BirdLife Australia tell us there is much to
learn about Blue-winged Parrots. What we know is they are regular late
spring-summer visitors finding refuge in YNCR, then depart in autumn.
Where do they go? We don’t know, but we do know they really enjoy
foraging along the reserve tracks. Another species seen this time of
Sword-grass Brown Butterfly at Yellingbo
Conservation Nature Reserve.
Image: B Tardif

year is the Rufous Fantail. Unlike the Grey Fantail that is commonly
seen, and delightful to watch, the Rufous-Fantail is a visitor, constantly
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displaying its amazing colours if you’re lucky enough to spot it. Amongst the Sweet Bursaria flowers
that fill the air with their fragrance, is often a cloud of insects. Is it a coincidence that the insect loving
Helmeted Honeyeater sometimes nest in these? It’s hard not to be mesmerised by the most beautiful
movement of a butterfly anywhere (that I know of) when the Sword-grass Brown Butterfly does its
dance. How fortunate are we that YNCR has many Gahnia sedges, including the Red-fruit Sawsedge, the only plant type that its caterpillar stage feeds on?
In November 2014, the Friends commemorated the life of Ken
Simpson, best known as the co-author, with artist Nicolas Day, of
the Simpson & Day field guide to Australian birds, by planting habitat
plants into a section of YNCR. We were delighted this year when a pair
of Helmeted Honeyeaters built a nest within this revegetation area and
successfully fledged two young. It’s pretty incredible to know that in
just a few years an area that was literally bare can become the
favoured breeding site for a critically endangered bird. Protecting
habitat and restoring what’s been lost is certainly key and something
the Friends are passionate about. Given the habitat, the birds will do

Ken Simpson memorial plaque near the
planting site at the depot YCNR.
Image: B Tardif

the rest.

A refuge for many plant and animal species, we are
truly privileged, and tread lightly, when sharing the
world of the Helmeted Honeyeater and the species
that co-exist with them whilst undertaking our field
tasks in YNCR.
Image: S Tardif

Coordinator’s Column

By Melanie Birtchnell
Hello Friends!

Firstly, I’d like to acknowledge the enormous losses that were suffered this Summer. Conservative
estimates are that many more than one billion creatures were affected by the fires. The conservation
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implications are huge – in managing remaining populations, facilitating habitat restoration, supporting
impacted ecosystem functions, and determining how best to work through risk management in a
changing climate. These are vital, complex conversations that will shape the future for our unique
and beautiful biodiversity and the socio-environmental-political dynamics of this country.

Otherwise, Summer has been busy with planning!

I have been planning many planting days in the
coming months with a range of groups. One of the

planned planting days is with Zoos Victoria as part of their hugely successful ‘tote bag’ campaign,
where the sale of each Helmeted Honeyeater tote bag was matched with a pledge to ‘plant a tree’ for
the Helmeted Honeyeater. The tote campaign was so successful the tote bags sold out and during
Autumn we will be planting 5000 plants into Yellingbo. A wonderful way to extend critical habitat for
the Helmeted Honeyeater and a range of other biodiversity. We look forward to working with Zoos
Victoria again in this new way, raising awareness of threatened species conservation in the broader
public.
Our new brochure has taken some planning and is
looking so beautiful! Please pick up a copy if you are
visiting or feel free to take a number to leave at your
local cafes and public meeting spaces! If you do feel
inclined to place brochures out in your community,
please send me an email so we can support you and
track our reach. This extension work is so helpful for us
to achieve our objective of increasing the health of
Helmeted Honeyeater habitat and populations. We will
be regular stallholders at a range of community
Do you love markets too? If you would like to help at a
market stall, please email Melanie or Dorothy for dates
and further information.

markets in the coming months – please pop in and say
hi!

The Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Team has been planning too! Three reports have been
prepared by ecological consultants across part of the historic range of the Helmeted Honeyeater to
help the Recovery Team determine our short-, medium- and long-term visions for Helmeted
Honeyeater and Lowland Leadbeater’s Possum recovery. We have been identifying what habitat
currently is suitable for release, and what habitat restoration works are required elsewhere. It has
been interesting, challenging and exciting to see what opportunities exist across the landscape to
support our critical work.
Finally, planning is well underway for this year’s Ambassador Programme. I look forward to sending
invitations shortly to schools and meeting our new Ambassadors.
May the rains continue to soak your soils -Mel
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Nursery News
By Michelle Faram

After having to purchase large quantities of water throughout the summer months
and into Autumn in 2018/19, when very little rain fell for weeks on end, this summer has
been quite different and the stress levels have so far been much reduced, with regular plentiful
rainfall, despite lots of long hot days. The volunteer nursery team have been attending all nursery
days in great numbers, which has allowed us to attend to a great deal of maintenance tasks as well
as boost production. The seed collectors have been busy over summer too.
During January Richard Conor decided to relocate to the coast and
unfortunately this meant that he was no longer able to attend the
nursery. Richard was a volunteer with the Friends for 15 years and
spent time as the Nursery Manager, the nursery assistant Manager
come handyperson, a valued member of the committee and was also
a part of the supplementary bird feeding program. In later times he
was our chief seed sorter and collector of seeds in the nursery
gardens and he could be found most often in the seed shed carefully
cleaning and packaging our valuable seeds whilst listening to
classical music. A morning tea was held in Richard’s honour and he
was presented with a voucher and a print of Shirley Henderson’s

Richard being presented with his gift by Shirley,
for many years of valuable service to the
Friends.
Image: M Faram

original Helmeted Honeyeater artwork, which was donated to the
volunteers by Shirley a number of years ago and hangs proudly in our tea room. We wish Richard all
the best.
The important task of seed sorting has now been handed back to
Richard Case who has long headed up the seed collecting team.
Over summer we have opened up two new stock holding areas,
although the second and largest area is not quite complete. We still
need to install part of the watering system and complete the edging
and gravel laying after a large tree stump is removed. Extra wire
benches will be required too as there will be room for approximately
18,000 plants. Despite the area’s incomplete status, we are already
utilizing part of the space as we run out of room elsewhere. The
From one Richard to another. The official
handover of seed sorting responsibility to
Richard Case.
Image: M Faram

Autumn planting season is fast approaching and we will have lots of
orders through Yarra Ranges Council, Melbourne Water, Parks
Victoria and our own planting program amongst others to complete

this year. Customers visiting our nursery have been steadily increasing, especially with the
installation of the brown tourist road signs identifying the indigenous plant nursery. There has been a
noticeable increase of non-local traffic on Macclesfield Road in the past couple of years. Advertising
efforts and brochure handouts are also hitting the mark. We have a terrific range of tubestock
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available for purchase with approximately 200 species of plants being
grown, including 14 different species of eucalyptus, 14 species of
acacia, 15 different types of grasses and lots of different understorey
plants. New species are regularly added to our growing list. Larger
more advanced tubestock of selected species are also available. The
nursery also has a great range of fern species in pots, and Maiden Hair
ferns in hanging baskets.

New stock holding not complete but already
in use.
Image: M Faram

Gifts of Green
A wonderful collection of ferns available at
the nursery including hanging baskets of
Maidenhair Fern.

Images: M Faram

Nursery Gift Vouchers are also available- a great idea for Mothers’ Day this Autumn!

Members & Friends Day
Please join the Friends of Helmeted Honeyeaters on

Saturday 21st March at 12 noon
at the house behind the nursery, 1217 Macclesfield Rd, Yellingbo
BBQ lunch will be provided, please bring a salad or dessert to share.
RSVP 19/3/20 to Sue e) possum56@gmail.com

Speaker – Field Naturalist President, Maxwell Campbell
presenting
Invertebrates, biodiversity & the plague ape
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With a little help from our friends…

By Dorothy Scott

We are so fortunate to have such diverse talents within our extensive network of supporters, including
the family and friends of our Friends, some of whom have offered to contribute their filmmaking skills
to help us get our message out to the wider community. Roger Qureitem, of Roger Q Productions
has made a film on the contribution of private landowners to habitat restoration along the Woori
Yallock Creek from Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve to Butterfield Reserve. Led by Gaye
Gadsden, the Y2B project is creating great interest in the conservation movement nationally due to its
outstanding success in landowner engagement. Gaye has shown the film at various conferences and
it has received a very positive response.

Thank you!
To show our appreciation for the many
hundreds of hours Roger devoted to making
the film, our President Alan Clayton recently
presented Roger with the Robert Anderson
Award for Special Service – over a most
enjoyable dinner!

Watch this space for two more films. One by John and Anne Morton at Lifestyle Video Productions,
is now close to completion. It was filmed over Spring and Summer and tells the story of our
volunteers collecting seeds, propagating plants and finally using them in revegetation in and
adjoining the Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. And soon to commence is the production of a
short film on the role of field assistants,
to be made by Mel Rowland.

FoHH- Yellingbo to Butterfield Project

Thank you, filmmakers, for contributing
your talents to help secure the future of
the Helmeted Honeyeater and the many
other endangered and threatened
species which share its unique habitat.

You can view the film on our website
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/aboutus/projects-and-partnerships/

e) dorothy@avonsfield.com.au
p) 5968 4013
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Yarra Ranges Landcare Network News
By Anne Fitzpatrick

The Yarra Ranges Landcare Network sets sail on a busy 2020 agenda, with expanding membership,
we welcome 2 new groups: Friends of Sassafras Creek and the Community Weed Alliance
Dandenongs (CWAD) to the Network. Blackberry Action Group Silvan
(BAGS) delivered a weed management workshop recently. 40 people
attended this 2-hour workshop on blackberry management covering
organic and chemical control methods. BAGS are supported through the
Victorian Blackberry Taskforce and have employed a part-time project
officer to engage landholders in the Silvan district to work together to
manage blackberry. A 3-year management plan will be prepared and it is
hoped this project will be extended beyond the initial 12 months. If you
are interested in more information you can contact Adam Upton, the
project officer p) 0409252181 e) blackberryactionsilvan@gmail.com.

Storm, the little brown goat that loves
blackberries!
Image: A Fitzpatrick

For more opportunities to learn how to care for your property, there is an upcoming Managing your
Rural Property Conference in May. This free training day will cover soils, pasture, biodiversity,
stocking rates, pest and water. Registrations open in March on Yarra4Life website.
In light of the recent devastating bushfires the national body Landcare Australia has responded with
a statement to outline the role Landcare can play in recovery efforts. Over 600 Landcare groups
nationally have been affected by bushfires during this summer period. If you would like more
information on support for Landcare groups, donating or volunteering, please visit the websitelandcareaustralia.org.au/landcares-role-in-supporting-bushfire-impacted-communities
For other events and more detailed news from the Landcare Network check out the following-

Landcare Network Meeting

Landcare Magazine

Tuesday 10th March

Summer 2020, Issue #77 of the Victorian Landcare and

6.30pm start

Catchment Management magazine is now available online

Badger Creek

www.landcarevic.org.au/landcare-magazine/summer-2020/

Guest Speaker: Sean Hunter
More details contact
e) landcare@yrl.org.au
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Film Screening AfternoonThe Biggest little Farm
Sunday 5th April
1.30pm
Healesville Memo
Q&A panel after the film
Bookings- fan-force.com/screenings/

Beyond Yellingbo
By Gaye Gadsden

Blackberry is the most widespread weed on private land beyond Yellingbo. 31 private properties are
receiving weed control this financial year. Our contractors have been busy trying to get spraying
completed in between the wet or windy days. Holly,
Sweet Pittosporum and Ivy are other regulars on our
target lists. The Pest Animal Program has grown from 8
to 19 private properties. During 2019, 77 deer, 239 rabbits and

We are now working with 61 private
properties -Gaye

39 foxes were culled in our program. Twenty-three new landholders contacted us as a result of the
October Deer Forum. Five other properties are involved in deer culling through Australian Deer
Association volunteers. We have engaged more properties from participating landholders ‘spreading
the word’ to neighbours. Door knocking of high priority properties around YNCR is also planned for
March. With so many new properties coming on board the deer cull figures are increasing quickly
again. Landholders want to act to help address the biodiversity crisis that has now been exacerbated
by the bushfires. I am always surprised how initial project discussions grow to include more remnant
vegetation protection, fencing out of dams and a higher percentage of the property being managed
for conservation purposes. These landholders give me some hope for the future and I hope they do
for you, too.

Left- A wallaby taking advantage of
water provided for wildlife in our garden
Image: G Gadsden

Right - David spent some 50 hours
waiting to get this photo of nesting
Wedge-tailed Eagles on his Carters Lane
property
Image: D Eastham
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Heho Gifts & Merchandise
100% of proceeds go to on-ground projects to save our special bird

From one great mother to another!
Celebrate this year’s record number of Heho mums with a Helmeted
Honeyeater mug for your mum on Mothers’ Day. This fine bone china
mug features three lovely photos of our gorgeous bird.
Visit the website for purchase instructionswww.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/shop-2/

Buying a gift from our merchandise range is a great way to contribute to on-ground conservation, show
your love and promote awareness of Helmeted Honeyeater.

It’s win-win!

To view the range of books, cards and clothing head to our website
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/shop-2/

Heho Supporters

Donations are very important to us and help support the
variety of conservation activities FoHH undertakes for
our special bird. So our thanks go to the generosity of...

Anne Bowtell Forest Tomlinson Sue Bendel Science for all Peta Kowalski WK
Bernadette Thomas Geelong College Alex Davey Mark Zaremba Ritchies Stores Maria
Beutelschiess Vivian Price Alastair Davey Jan Harrison BZ Driscoll Margaret Ross
Tenille Connard Megan Everitt Sandra Martig Jennie Epstein Brigth Roy Kerry Dawborn
Alan Clayton and Dorothy Scott Ruben Buttigieg Chris Duncan Howard Paix Stephen
Garth Beryl Hubschmann C Scarlett Wilks Sasha Gleeson Phil Johnston Rachel Potter
Irene Pearey S Spillard Gillian Rayner Natasha Sinclair Elaine Warburton Robyn Anker
Case Family Richard Case Marjorie Case Robin Young & Michelle Faram Meg Bently
Peter Cook and all those contributors to stamp donations!

If you shop at IGA, you can nominate
FoHH on your Community Benefits
Card and 0.5% of your shopping
docket will be directed to us.

FoHH would like to acknowledge the
ongoing support from Yarra Ranges
Shire for printing and distribution of
the Heho Herald.
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Contacts
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Office & Nursery
Address 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139
Post PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139
p) 5964 8341
e) info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au

Committee Members
President Alan Clayton e) president@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Vice President Gretchen
Szabat Secretary Stephen Garth e) secretary@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Treasurer
Suzanne Cox e) treasurer@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au General Members Bruce Quin,
Robin Young, Sue Bendel, Richard Case, Mariea Pacheco

Support roles
DELWP Ornithologist Bruce Quin Works & Reveg Coordinator Richard Case Nursery
Manager Michelle Faram e) plantnursery@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Webmaster Stephen
Garth e) webmaster@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Environmental Coordinator Melanie
Birtchnell e) environmentalcoordinator@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Merchandise Sue
Bendel Field Volunteer Coordinator Sue Tardif Fundraising Coordinator Dorothy Scott e)
dorothy@avonsfield.com.au Newsletter Editor Melanie Treweek Dunn e) newsletter@
helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Yellingbo to Butterfield Project Gaye Gadsden e)
dave989gaye@bigpond.com Landcare Facilitator Anne Fitzpatrick m) 0488 766 113 e)
facilitator@yrl.org.au
FoHH respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People as the Traditional Custodians of the lands
known as Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. We recognise their continuing connection to
land, water and wildlife and pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging.
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