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The Beyond Yellingbo Project works with landholders around Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve and along the creeks that flow in and out of the Reserve 

 

Beyond Yellingbo commenced as the 

From Yellingbo to Butterfield Project 

in 2017.   

 

Landholders quickly showed an    

interest in undertaking conservation 

works. Their enthusiasm attracted 

substantial funding from all levels of 

government and the project area has 

expanded to allow more landholders 

to get involved.    

 

Beyond Yellingbo now works with 

landholders on 85 properties. We 

have a 5 year plan to continue to  

engage with landholders along all of 

the creeks that flow in and out of 

Yellingbo Nature Conservation     

Reserve, the only home of the      

critically endangered Helmeted    

Honeyeater and lowland            

Leadbeaters Possum.  

 

Beyond Yellingbo is a community 

project, led by Friends of the        

Helmeted Honeyeater, Johns Hill, 

Macclesfield and Monbulk Landcare 

Groups.  

 

 

 

“Interest from landholders has been way above our expectations” 

  President of Macclesfield Landcare Group,  Ron Sawyer  



Two thirds of Victoria is private land.   National Parks and reserves such as Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve   

cannot provide a home for all of our wildlife.  Bushland on private land is critical for the survival of our endangered      

species and in making sure that our more common wildlife do not end up on the endangered species list.  The 85      

properties that are involved in Beyond Yellingbo support 309 hectares of high quality habitat for local wildlife. 

After 20 years of work to save the Helmeted Honeyeater from extinction, there are now over 200 birds and they are 

quickly running out of suitable habitat in the Yellingbo Reserve. Arthur Rylah Institute undertook modelling to inform the 

most suitable areas for restoration of habitat for the Helmeted Honeyeater on both public and private land in the Yarra 

Valley.  Beyond Yellingbo is helping landholders to undertake conservation action within that 2.5% of most suitable    

habitat area on private land.  

“When my nieces and nephews ask me 

what I did when species were disappearing, 

I don’t want to say I did nothing”                                  

– quote from a Beyond Yellingbo landholder 



 

Landholders are; 

Protecting 309 hectares of high 
quality habitat  

Controlling threats to that high quality 
habitat through weed control and pest 
animal control that is focussed on   
reducing feral deer 

 

Restoring another 15 hectares of 
degraded habitat  

Fencing out dams and setting up     
alternative stock watering points 

Fencing bushland to exclude stock  

Allowing natural regeneration to occur 

Reinstating a shrub layer through 
plantings 

 

Creating 7 hectares of new   
habitat on land that was pasture 

Revegetating with local plants from 
the Friends of the Helmeted          
Honeyeater nursery 

 

And a myriad of other actions 
like; 

Treating wombat mange 

Creating nesting hollows and 

Protecting long necked turtle nests 



Where to now? 

Beyond Yellingbo has developed a 5 year plan to help many more landholders take conservation action.  The plan aims to engage with landholders along all of the creeks 
that flow into and out of Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve.   This will only be possible with the ongoing support of our fabulous project partners. 

Support for Beyond Yellingbo 
  
Beyond Yellingbo builds on decades of work by other groups and organisations who have worked with local landholders.   These include Friends of the Helmeted         

Honeyeater,  Macclesfield Landcare Group, Johns Hill Landcare Group, Melbourne Water, the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority (PPWCMA), 

Yarra Ranges Council and the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP).  

Philanthropic groups have provided most of the funding for the Project Officer role. Beyond Yellingbo would not have been possible without the seed funding from the    

Helen Macpherson Smith Trust to establish the role.  The Australian Communities Foundation Quercus Fund and the R E Ross Trust have provided additional funding for 

the Project Officer position. 

Support from agencies to fund on-ground works has been fantastic. Melbourne Water have funded extensive works each year. The PPWCMA secured substantial funding 

from the National Landcare Program to fund works in 2018/19.  Yarra Ranges Council then secured three years of funding from DELWP which will continue to fund          

on-ground works until the end of 2021. Yarra Ranges Council are funding revegetation projects and some weed control through the Ribbons of Green Program.  

Landholders have contributed both financially and with in kind labour.  Members of the four partner groups; Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater with Johns Hill,            

Macclesfield and Monbulk Landcare Groups have made significant contributions as the Beyond Yellingbo Steering Group and in supporting on ground projects. 



    For more information contact: 
 
    Beyond Yellingbo Project Officer and 
    local landholder Gaye Gadsden 
 
    E:  info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 

“Many landholders care about nature and want 

to do something to help protect it.  They care 

about the wallaby that they see out their     

window each morning, the birds they watch in 

the bird bath and the wildflowers that light up 

the bush in Spring” 


