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President’s Report 
 
 
 
The roller coaster of the impact upon our operations from the various restrictions  
and lockdowns that we have experienced this year have been detailed in  
previous editions of the HeHo Herald. We understand the reasons for these  
restrictions and have fully supported their application to us. However, in late October, we began to 
see what the outline of a new normal is likely to be, at least until there is widespread availability and 
take-up of an effective vaccine. While, for the first time in our history, the Annual General Meeting of 
the Friends needed to be conducted remotely, by Zoom, on the first Saturday in November, we were 
delighted that, three days later, we were able to welcome back the first of our Nursery volunteers.    
Our AGM was considerably shortened in format from those of the past. We were able to show a 
wonderful short film that provides a snapshot of our operations from seed collecting, seed sorting, 
the variety of work that is conducted in the Nursery through to introduction of the propagated plants 
into habitat restoration by the efforts of volunteer planters. This film was the product of two highly-
talented filmmakers, John and Anne Morton, who gifted their time and talents to us in producing this 
film. It can be viewed by this You Tube link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0BsYP65pwY&t=5s  
We were pleased to present John and Anne with a Robert Anderson Award for Special Service.   
At the AGM we were delighted to welcome two new members to our Committee of Management.  
Both of these individuals had already given enormous support to the Friends in a number of ways 
prior to their election to the Committee of Management. Virginia Wallace, who has a background in 
law and communications has been working with the Friends in a number of areas in assisting and 
deepening of our organisational capability and capacity. She has been an absolute power-house of 
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ideas, energy and strategic nous and wisdom and has brought a very 
sophisticated sense of strategic possibilities grounded in her 
considerable professional experience. Amy Gregorovich who – 
notwithstanding her university studies – has been unstinting in her time 
and energy in helping transform our social media strategy and approach, 
particularly in ways that make it more relevant to a younger audience.  
As mentioned, from 10 November, we were able to reintroduce our wonderful volunteers into the 
Nursery. This has been done in accordance with a very detailed and carefully thought through 
COVID safety plan with each volunteer having their own dedicated set of tools and accessories, 
together with other features making for a safe working environment. Similarly, Sue Tardif has been 
working with the Committee of Management to devise a similar, rigorously-devised, COVID safety 
plan for the conduct of science-based activities in the Reserve. The first of these activities has 
begun. As well, our Environmental Coordinator, Mel Birtchnell, has commenced a number of habitat 
restoration plantings which have been on hold during the period of lockdown.   
Next year – on 10 March 2021 to be precise – marks the 50th anniversary of the declaration of the 
Helmeted Honeyeater as the Victorian avifaunal or bird emblem of this State and the Leadbeater’s 
Possum as the State’s faunal emblem. We recognise and salute those whose efforts made this 
designation come to fruition, in particular the members of the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union 
and the Bird Observers Club of Australia, two organisations that merged in 2012 to form Birdlife 
Australia. The Committee of Management has formed a 50th Anniversary sub-committee to plan a 
series of events to mark this important milestone. I will keep you all informed of these upcoming 
events in future editions of the HeHo Herald.    
As this unprecedented (yes, that word again) year draws to a close I must thank the hardworking 
Committee of Management for their efforts in remotely guiding the operations of our organisation. As 
well the six members of our part-time staff – the ‘dream team’ as I continue to refer to them (both 
publicly and privately) – because that is what they are. They have all continued to do amazing things.  
However, a special shout-out must go to our Nursery Manager, Michelle Faram and Assistant 
Manager, Shirley Henderson, who have continued to maintain the operation of the Nursery with great 
productivity and efficiency during the extended periods of lockdown. This has been a punishing 
routine with long hours but they have both done it with good humour and amazing professionalism.  
Thank you so much Michelle and Shirley.  While not technically a member of staff, our ‘Mr Helmeted 
Honeyeater’, Bruce Quin, is truly part of our family and continues to oversee the remarkable recovery 
of our State avifaunal emblem as has been his mission for more than a quarter of a century. Thank 
you Bruce.     

 

 
 
 

Wishing all our members, supporters, partners and friends a peaceful and safe 
Christmas and New Year and look forward to sharing news of the Friends in 2021 -Alan 
 

Thank you so much Virginia and 

Amy. Welcome on board the 

Committee of Management. 
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By Bruce Quin 
Out in the Field 

 
 
Breeding Season 2020/2021 
Thirty–six breeding pairs and 31 fledglings have been confirmed to date for the  
2020/2021 Helmeted Honeyeater breeding season at Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve 

(Yellingbo NCR). With at least a couple more months of this breeding 
season to go, we can be hopeful of similar figures to those of the 
2019/2020 breeding season – 39 breeding pairs and 75 fledglings. 
The number of breeding pairs recorded for the 2020/2021 breeding 
season is most encouraging considering the apparent predation of 
several experienced breeding birds after the previous breeding 
season and one female taken while on her nest during September 
2020 (remains of her being found). Another experienced breeding 
female had to be euthanised because of severely laboured breathing 
- the autopsy and histopathological testing could not find any reason 
for this bird’s breathing problems that were so severe that her feeding 
was compromised. However, 15 of the 72 breeding birds of the 
current breeding season are not known to have previously bred and 
they have replaced ‘lost’ birds from the 2019/2020 breeding season. 

Genetic Rescue 
Four pairs containing a genetic rescue bird (one Licola Yellow-tufted Honeyeater; three captive-bred 
hybrids) have been identified to date and three of these pairs have bred successfully, producing a 
total of five fledglings. One of these youngsters was found dead on the ground below the nest, 
apparently dying soon after fledging; the post-mortem revealed a haemorrhage in the retroperitoneal 
space probably due to trauma (probably a fall) - it had recently been fed by its parents before dying 
(Dr Lee Peacock pers. comm.). However, further breeding by these genetically diverse birds is 
anticipated during the remainder of the 2020/2021 breeding season. 
Black Site 
Black Site is on another Yellingbo NCR creek system where Helmeted Honeyeaters occurred 
naturally until the late 1970s. The reintroduction of Helmeted Honeyeaters (and Genetic Rescue 
birds) to “Black Site” commenced in August last year. However, the number of birds currently 
recorded at Black Site is concerning, with only four birds recorded there recently and these 
individuals were released at the site; 3 from this year and one from last year. One of last year’s Black 
Site releasees has shifted to another creek system to breed and we hope that missing Black Site 
birds will be found at other sites. In summary, just 5 of a total 20 birds released at Black Site on 15th 
August 2019 and 6th May 2020 have been recorded recently. Three of the 20 are known to have died 
– one roadkill; one predated; one died in a bird bowl (histopathology results showed that this bird 

Two of this breeding season’s fledglings, 
soon after leaving their nest. 

 Image: A Silcocks 
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By Richard Case 

died probably because of haemorrhaging in the heart, which was part of an inflammation process 
most obvious in fatty tissues; but cause of death is open (Dr Lee Peacock pers. comm.). However, 
the male remaining from the 2019 release has paired with a female from this year’s release and Amy 
Tipton reports the pair feeding at least one nestling on 14th November 2020. 
Planning 
Planning works, including the Specific Needs Assessment described in the previous edition of HeHo 
Herald, intended to guide our future management of the Helmeted Honeyeater and its habitat, 
especially the selection of future release sites and the duration of supplementary feeding at Yellingbo 
and reintroduction sites, continues. Additionally, the Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning and Parks Victoria are making plans for the return of volunteers to the supplementary 
feeding and monitoring program at Yellingbo NCR probably early New Year.  
 
Many thanks to all Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater 
members, volunteers and staff for all the achievements 
during this unprecedented and challenging year. I hope all of 
you are well and look forward to seeing many of you at Yellingbo soon. 
 
 

Reveg Rambles 
 
 
 
Continuing the COVID-induced series of retrospectives. 

 
The Reveg Day began with a rubbish collection at Parslow's Bridge. All the birds were 
calling as the morning sun burned off the valley fog and reached the treetops. Welcome 
Swallows wheeled under the bridge. Striated and Spotted Pardalotes, White-eared and 

Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and Eastern Whipbird made their 
presence known. The Azure Kingfisher, heard before seen, was back on a perch over the Creek. Up 
at the Nursery, a Swamp Harrier called and soared up on high, being chased by a Magpie which 
looked a little out of its comfort zone so far up. We headed out to Punt Site on Cockatoo Creek. The 
objective here was to control some non-local, invasive Coastal Sallow Wattles. This was done by 
ringbarking these tree-sized weeds low down, no herbicide being used. We also removed an 
extensive patch of Ragwort growing alongside a pretty area of swamp, from which a Striped Marsh 
Frog called. Heading back, a few Golden Bush-peas were in flower beside the track. Further on, an 
Echidna trundled slowly across the track, taking its time in the sun. 

 

Have a safe and enjoyable 
Christmas and New Year -Bruce 
 

September 
2016 



 

 
 5 

In the afternoon, we returned to the Tree Tobacco patch found in August and pulled out the 
remainder. Most were confined to the floodplain with just a few on the slopes. No doubt more will 
spring up and we will continue to monitor the site. Next, we headed out to a small Angled Onion 
patch at the billabong, north of the Plantathon '99 site. This year they had spilled out over the bank, 
covering an area about 2m x 2m. They were small plants and the work was finicky but eventually they 
were removed. We went on to check the Bulbil Watsonia patch at the Up-and-Downs and were 
delighted to find that no more had germinated. Back down to the D2 Peninsula, we found and 
removed two Tree Tobacco. Again, another site to monitor. 
We were following up on weed patches cleared in earlier years. As we made our way 
down to the Woori Yallock Creek floodplain we could hear both Fantailed and Pallid 
Cuckoos calling from nearby private land. A couple of Little Corellas were fussing around 
the big Manna Gums, perhaps looking for nesting holes. The Common Starlings were 
singing to the emerging sun until a Brown Goshawk came along and gave them their scare for 
the day. And I saw my first Sacred Kingfishers for the season, two calling together in the canopy of 
the great trees. First target was a Montpellier Broom patch. The initial seed had been carried down 
the creek and dropped by the floodwaters. It quietly prospered and when we first found it, the 
infestation was already covering half a hectare to a height of 2-3 metres. The Ranger quickly 
organized a Green Corps group to deal with it, which just left the matter of all that seed in all that soil. 
This is now the third year we have weeded it and we seem to be making some headway. After a very 
thorough ninety minutes we had only collected half a sack. I expect there will be a good deal more 
next year after the wet Spring so we can’t congratulate ourselves just yet. A Shining Bronze-cuckoo 
called persistently and a young Wedge-tailed Eagle flew low over the tree tops, pursued by an angry 
Magpie and a pair of Ravens. As I looked up and waved the flies away, I wondered what the Eagle 
thought of his retinue. Being chased must be a constant for them. 

We were continuing our weeding program to capitalize on the recent rain. At one of our 
control patches we found only one Angled Onion and at another, only one Bulbil Watsonia. 
We’re getting there! No time for complacency though as we also found three bags of 
Quaking Grass which were not visible the previous month. We had the company of various 

spring-time birds as we worked, including a Reed Warbler in the adjacent wetland. Visiting the 
Forget-me-not patch, we only found 1/8th of a bag, more good news! Over lunch at the Depot we 
discussed another Quaking Grass patch Pam and Peter had found. “It’s only small”. So off we went 
to the People’s Choice Patch with a small bag. With mounting dismay, we stood around the edges of 
the patch. Not my idea of small. Anyway, here we were and there it was so off we went, quickly filling 
the bag and then another two. After that we moved on to the Depot 3 Aviary Site Forget-me-not 
patch. We worked the area thoroughly but found very little this year. A short walk further up found a 
few new plants growing on the edge of the track and the Common Reed, I suspect spread by 
animals. We removed these and will add this area to our monitored sites. On the way back, near the 
Depot bridge, Jeff found another new weed, Giant Brome, so we pulled out a bag of that too. Another 
one to add to our list of follow-ups. 
 

October 
2010 

November 
2012 
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By Amy Tipton 

 

A privileged role  

   
 

Sharing the HeHo World 
I am sitting down writing this article after a typical busy day of field work during the Helmeted 
Honeyeater breeding season. I am searching for the best descriptive words to summarise the last 
few weeks and months out in the field. Perhaps my daily check out text message with Bruce Quin 
says it all… “ there is so much activity at the moment, I have my work cut out for me trying to keep up 
with all of our fledglings and nests”. That sentence really encapsulates the breeding season thus far.  
I feel immensely privileged and exceptionally proud every time I observe a Helmeted Honeyeater 
participating in breeding activities. I feel privileged that I can be involved in such a successful 
conservation story and I feel proud to be part of a group of dedicated volunteers, friends and agency 
representatives that contribute to this story. But let me tell you, Spring is not just reserved for 
Helmeted Honeyeater breeding activities. Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve has been a hive of 
activity from beneath the leaf litter to high in the canopy and I would like to introduce or reacquaint 
you to Yellingbo’s resident fauna that have been a highlight for me (it was very difficult to narrow it 
down). 
 

 
 
 

Despite this photographed individual in my hand being quite worse for wear (a 
substantial treat for one of our larger avian friends perhaps?) what an 

impressive size. With a wingspan that can reach 
150mm long, Opodiphthera eucalypti  is 
exceptionally well camouflaged amongst the 
young foliage of several species of Eucalyptus 
upon which they feed prior to metamorphosis. 
This moth can be found in the Northern Territory, 
from Mareeba to Paluma in northern 
Queensland, and from southern Queensland to 
Victoria. Small, introduced populations also 
occur across New Zealand.  
 
 

 

 

Emperor Gum Moth Opodiphthera eucalypti 

 

 

 

Emperor Gum Moth in the field    
Image: A Tipton 

A wonderful male specimen housed at 
the Australian Museum  

Image: Australian Museum 
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Whilst patiently sitting and waiting for one of our female 
Helmeted Honeyeaters to reveal her nest location, I 
had the most wonderful encounter with a very iconic 
and much loved Aussie, the Short- beaked Echidna, 
Tachyglossus aculeatus. This individual (pictured) 
walked right by my boots, busily enjoying a meal of 
ants. Did you know (I most certainly did not), Echidnas 
are terrific swimmers. Thank you for that fun fact Bush 
Heritage Australia. 
 

 
 
 

It is not just the fauna on showcase throughout spring. The spring flowers within YNCR are truly 
spectacular. They say a photograph speaks a thousand words…need I say more? 
 

 
Thank you to all of our volunteers, members and fellow bird/nature lovers and please remember, if 
you’re hot, our native wildlife probably is too. Leave out clean/ fresh water for our feathered friends 
and other critters this Summer season.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Have a wonderfully merry holiday season - Amy 
 

 

Short- beaked Echidna Tachyglossus aculeatus 
 

 

A Short- beaked Echidna, Tachyglossus aculeatus    
Image: A Tipton 

 

Spring wildflowers of Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve  
 

 

Far left a Tufted Lily, 
Thelionema 
caespitosum, left a 
Common Fringe-lily, 
Thysanotus 
tuberosus ssp. 
tuberosus and right a 
Twining Glycine, 
Glycine clandestine 

 
 
 

Image: A Tipton 
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By Melanie Birtchnell 

 

Coordinator’s Column 
 
 
 

 
 
 

It has been a busy time for the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater as we have worked behind the 
scenes on maintaining existing projects and setting up new ones! We are so pleased to be 
welcoming volunteers back to Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve in various ways during these 
past few weeks. Although so many of our volunteers have been waiting 
patiently for activities to recommence, other volunteers – namely our 
Committee of Management, Public Fund Committee and various 
subcommittee members – have not had a break! Each person 
contributes what they can.  

The Reserve is looking so healthy owing to the great rainfall it has received and 
the work Ranger Simon has done while so many of us have been restricted in our 

ability to contribute to the Reserve. Sue Tardif, has worked so tirelessly to ensure FoHH has a quality 
and compliant COVID-safe plan through an ever-changing backdrop of regulations. Sue’s attention to 
detail was critical for us to continue our work in a safe, careful way.  

A special thank you to Michelle and Shirley, your efforts are incredible and 
so appreciated! Our FoHH’s brilliant nursery staff, somehow managed to 

keep the nursery productive and operational despite not having the vital support of our nursery 
volunteers. Plants had been grown for various habitat restoration projects, all of which were placed 
on hold during COVID-19 restrictions, yet somehow Michelle and Shirley managed to shuffle orders 
around and still emerge from lockdown with fresh plants ready for our habitat restoration work!  
Habitat Restoration Projects 
Speaking of habitat restoration projects…we are so excited to share news that we 
have teamed with Zoos Victoria to deliver the planting component of their Totes for 
Wildlife campaign: for each tote sold in last year’s campaign, Zoos Victoria pledged 
to plant one plant to restore Helmeted Honeyeater habitat. All 5000 totes were sold, 
so the Friends will ensure 5000 plants will be planted into the Reserve off Ewen Road. 
This is a special part of the Reserve – the parcel of land was purchased with funds 
donated by the Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Association (JESWA) raised through their 
hugely successful op shop in Healesville. The Friends are very grateful to JESWA and 
Peter Hannaford for this donation, as it has secured a significant area of great future 
Helmeted Honeyeater habitat that now is part of the Reserve. The op shop has since 
closed – funds from the sale of the freehold were donated to the Friends to purchase 
the Jeanne Wilcox Reserve, formerly known as Bilagal, which is in the process of being 

Hello Friends! 

 

Thank you to each and every 
volunteer that forms part of the 
fabric of this special organisation. 

 

 Thanks Simon and Sue! 
 

Thank you, Michelle and Shirley! 

 

Image: Zoos Victoria 
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transferred to the Crown for inclusion in YNCR. The online continuation of JESWA is 
Together for Wildlife – FoHH is proud to have an ongoing relationship with this 
wonderful organisation. For more information, visit www.togetherforwildlife.org.au 
and consider supporting their great efforts to bring about positive changes for 
threatened species. 
Habitat restoration also will continue soon around Parslows Bridge and the ‘3.2ha’ site. The Parslows 
Bridge planting site is still inundated – it has been inundated for almost a year – so this year’s La 
Nina conditions through summer will bring welcome rains that extend our planting season 
considerably! Approximately 15,000 shrubs and trees will be planted throughout this area to increase 
the density and extent of nesting habitat for the Helmeted Honeyeater. These plants were funded as 
part of the Federal Government’s ’20 Million Trees’ programme via the National Landcare 
Programme. Planting has been delayed owing to suspension of volunteer activities within the 
Reserve, however we are delighted to have received planting support from the Port Phillip and 
Westernport Catchment Management Authority (PPWCMA), who will share their Working for Victoria 
teams with us to complete the planting at these sites and at the Ewen Road/JESWA site. Nearby to 
the 3.2ha planting site, Burrungma Biik also received plants through the 20 Million Trees programme 
under the PPWCMA’s ‘The Great HeHo Escape’ project. I was out at Burrungma Biik recently with 
Parks Victoria and Melbourne Water to scope out a potential (exciting!) future 
project and was thrilled to see the revegetation there is growing so well! So many 
groups helped plant out this site with future habitat – thanks to: Heathmont College Year Nine ‘Life’ 
students; Box Hill Institute students (refugees who are studying Horticulture); The Nature Exchange; 
Lee, John and Hannah; Expedia; Mountain District Christian School; Berwick Lodge Ambassadors 
(Tess, Faith, Cooper, Felix and Sandra McCrum VP); Oxley College and St Joseph’s (Yarra Junction). 
Other volunteer groups helped elsewhere in the Reserve – we are grateful to all those who help our 
efforts! Here are some before and after images of Burrungma Biik… 

 

Stay tuned to hear more! 
 

Before After 

Expedia staff enjoying a day out in beautiful weather…..and the same location recently! 
Image: M. Birtchnell 
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I look forward to facilitating many planting days in 2021. Please email info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au  
if you would like to receive updates and invitations relating to habitat restoration activities, or would 
like to book a planting day with friends, family and/or colleagues! Alternatively, you may wish to make 
a donation via our website to support our habitat restoration efforts. The joy of seeing the 
transformation you helped create by restoring habitat is a special feeling. 
 
Support for Future Projects 
Since last edition of the Herald, we have secured some wonderful practical and/or financial support 
from a number of partners. Remember the Wild have selected the Friends of the Helmeted 
Honeyeater to receive intensive support to develop communication skills and strategy. This support 
will help us share our conservation stories with a broader audience. In a similar way, I was fortunate 
to be funded by the PPWCMA to attend a Digital Storytelling workshop spanning several weeks. It 
was a wonderful course and has inspired me to think about how we can use video to share the great 
fun and successes our organisation achieves.  
The Shire of Yarra Ranges has awarded us a Grants for Community grant to help support delivery of 
our 2021 Ambassador programme in schools within the Shire. We are very grateful for this support, 
which will enable us to keep offering this wonderful programme schools in a cost effective manner as 
we continue to find ways to prevent cost becoming a barrier to conservation education. We were 
disappointed the Ambassador programme could not proceed this year, however we are committed 
to delivering the programme, in creative new COVID-responsive ways if necessary, in 2021. We also 
are grateful to have received funding via the PPWCMA and the Faunal Emblems Funding for some 
much-needed habitat-protection fence repair, and a joint project with the Friends of the Leadbeater’s 
Possum investigating vegetation decline in critical habitat for both species. As always, our 
collaborations on various projects continue to yield great outcomes, strengthen our collective will, 
and generate creative new ways to approach our work. Finally, as you will read elsewhere in this 
newsletter, we are delighted to announce the release of our new merchandise range! We’d love to 
hear your thoughts on our new designs and items. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wishing each of you a lovely, slow La Nina summer after 
what has been a truly unique year- Mel 

 

It certainly has been a year to reflect, reframe and continually 
readjust. As Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote: 

Adopt the pace of nature. Her secret is patience. 
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By Michelle Faram 

 

Nursery News  
 
 
 
Unfortunately for a large part of 2020 we have not been able to have our  
volunteers helping out at the nursery. They have been absent since March  
and we have really missed them both socially and for their assistance with 
nursery tasks. We also closed our retail nursery to customers at the same 
time because we knew it would be too much to cope with on our own with 
everything else that needed to be done. Shirley and I managed to keep the 
rest of the nursery ticking over without the extra help of our volunteers. We 
got a huge amount of orders packed and out the door over Autumn and 
Winter and we also kept some propagation going, however, once Spring 
arrived we started to struggle to keep up. There was a flurry of Spring 
orders, the plants were growing more quickly, including the weeds and 
there was more watering to be done as the weather started to warm up, 
along with the immediate need to get Spring production for the next year’s 
plant orders underway. Suddenly we seemed to get behind with everything 
and we were beginning to run out of steam. November and finally we could 
breathe a sigh of relief, the high numbers of virus cases have finally come 
down and we at last have been given some freedom from the strict Covid-
19 lockdowns of the past months. Let us hope it stays that way.  

At long last, in the past week we have started the return of some of our 
volunteers. There are a whole lot of new protocols we need to have in place, so 
it will take us all quite a while to get used to the new way of doing things. 

Unfortunately it also means there will no longer be the big groups 
of volunteers all getting together for a nursery session and 
morning tea at any one time. This will be restricted by new social 
distancing and hygiene practice rules. In order to comply with 
the rules we will be running two nursery sessions, a morning 
group from 9am to 12noon and an afternoon session from 1pm to 
3pm with a break in between to allow for cleaning and sanitizing 
and for staff to have their lunch break. We have created pigeon 
holes for each of our volunteers which hold individually labelled 
containers of tools and equipment such as secateurs, weeding 
knives, gloves, dibbers (for pricking out seedlings), labels and 

Yipee! 

 

The new nursery shed layout with 
pigeon holes on the back wall and 
marked work spaces  

    Image: M Faram 

Recent wild weather saw 
this tree fall fortunately 
missing the nursery tanks 
but hitting the fences. 

    Image: M Faram 
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pencils. These are to be washed and returned to the containers at the end of each session. 
The inside workspace has been rearranged and individual work spaces within are clearly 
highlighted. We are asking people to BYO their own morning/afternoon tea along with your 
own cups, plates and utensils you need as we no longer have a kitchen area for washing up. 
We will still use our hot water urn located in the bathroom formerly also the kitchen as this is 
the safest option for those without a thermos. It is all very much a work in progress as we find 
our way with what works and what doesn’t but we will endeavour to do our best. 
 

 
We are not able to open our sales area to customers just yet as we were unable to keep up 
with lots of our usual maintenance tasks while under Covid restrictions. We hope to resume 
again soon with the help of our volunteers. 
 

 
 

 

 

Fantastic! Keep up the excellent work everyone - Michelle 
 

It is great to see the many 
years of our hard work 
growing plants and 
undergoing lots of 
revegetation projects is 
paying off and how 
beneficial it is to the entire 
ecosystem. A goanna was 
recently spotted out and 
about in a revegetation plot 
at McColl’s swamp, which 
was once an open wetland 
with no canopy. 

 
Image: M Faram 
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By Gaye Gadsden 
Beyond Yellingbo 

  
 
Thanks to one landholder who recruited a number of neighbours into the deer control 
 program, we are now working with landholders on 85 private properties. 
 
On the 85 properties we are working with: 
 
 
 
 
 
The Beyond Yellingbo sites on public land have increased to 5 with SP Ausnet granting permission 
for sensitive habitat restoration beneath the transmission lines on the Woori Yallock Creek between 
Parslows Bridge and Sheepstation Creek. Melbourne Water are funding this important work that will 
bridge a gap in the riparian vegetation flyway. 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Images taken by a Beyond 
Yellingbo landholder and 
recently elected Yarra 
Ranges Councillor, David 
Eastham. Left a Black Rock 
Skink, Egernia saxatilis and 
on the right a Crimson 
Rosella, Platycercus elegans, 
in the rain. 

 

Merry Christmas and best wishes for a far easier year in 2021- Gaye 
 

1 
Hectares of private 
land protected 

through weed and pest 
control 

309 15 
Hectares of degraded 
habitat under 
restoration 7 

Hectares of new 
habitat being 
created on pasture 

land 

Take a look at our website...   
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/about-us/projects-and-

partnerships/ 
You can read an up-to-date Beyond Yellingbo Case Study and a new 
section of information that has been created especially for local 
landholders. Thanks to Stephen Garth for his help and ongoing 
maintenance of the Friends website. 
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Shop No
w! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The FoHH team have been busy working to create 
a new online shop on the Friends of the Helmeted 
Honeyeater website and we are very excited to 
announce it is up and running! The online shop 
will make it easier to purchase Heho merchandise, 
using credit card payments through Paypal or by 
direct bank transfer into the Friends of the 
Helmeted Honeyeater account. Along with books, 
mugs, cards and caps, the online shop also 
features our new range of merchandise. The new 
range features a beautifully designed apron, tea 
towel and tote bag manufactured for us by the 
Linen Press, a Melbourne-based carbon neutral 
business using Australian Certified Organic Cotton.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  https://www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/shop-new/ 

 
If you have any ideas or inspiration for new Heho products or merchandise please contact Sue 

Bendel  (possum56@gmail.com) and Gretchen Szabat  (gszabat@gmail.com). 
  

Heho Merchandise is back 
 

New 

Onli
ne Sh
op 

 

STOP
  

PRESS! 
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Ritchies Stores WK Ciaran O’Connor Lyn Howland Melanie Treweek Dunn  
Noel Gross Brooks-Macmillan family Sabrina Gray-Viggiano and all those  
contributors to stamp donations! 
 
 

 
 

FoHH would like to acknowledge the 
ongoing support from Yarra Ranges 
Shire for printing and distribution of 

the Heho Herald. 
 

If you shop at IGA, you can nominate 
FoHH on your Community Benefits 
Card and 0.5% of your shopping 

docket will be directed to us. 

Heho Merchandise on hold for now...   
Unfortunately, we are unable to fill any requests for our current range of merchandise during the COVID-19 restrictions as 
we are unable to access our storage units. We are currently working on an exciting new range of merchandise. We will 
advertise them as they become available and it will be possible to order these at that time as they will be stored where they 
are fully accessible. 

If anyone has suggestions for products please email possum56@gmail.com 
 

 

And a very big thank you to the 
Philanthropic foundations which 

are currently supporting our 
projects.. 

 

 Philanthropic Support 
 

Heho Supporters 
 

 

Donations are very important to us and help support the 
variety of conservation activities FoHH undertakes for 

our special bird. So our thanks go to the generosity of... 
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Contacts 
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Office & Nursery 
 
Address 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139  
Post PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139 
p) 5964 8341  
e) info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au  
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 

Committee Members 
President Alan Clayton e) president@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Vice President Gretchen 
Szabat Secretary Stephen Garth e) secretary@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Treasurer 
Suzanne Cox e) treasurer@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au General Members Bruce Quin, 
Robin Young, Sue Bendel, Richard Case, Mariea Pacheco 

Support roles 
DELWP Ornithologist Bruce Quin Works & Reveg Coordinator Richard Case Nursery 
Manager Michelle Faram e) plantnursery@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Webmaster Stephen 
Garth e) webmaster@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Environmental Coordinator Melanie 
Birtchnell e) environmentalcoordinator@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Merchandise Sue 
Bendel Field Volunteer Coordinator Sue Tardif Fundraising Coordinator Dorothy Scott e) 
dorothy@avonsfield.com.au Newsletter Editor Melanie Treweek Dunn e) newsletter@ 
helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Yellingbo to Butterfield Project Gaye Gadsden e) 
dave989gaye@bigpond.com Landcare Facilitator Anne Fitzpatrick m) 0488 766 113 e) 
facilitator@yrl.org.au 
 

FoHH respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People as the Traditional Custodians of the lands 
known as Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. We recognise their continuing connection to 
land, water and wildlife and pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 


