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President’s Report 
 
 
 
In recent times the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater have celebrated  
some important milestone anniversaries.  
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In 2017, we had the joint commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the first description of the 
Helmeted Honeyeater by John Gould in his Supplement to the Birds of Australia in 1867, together 
with the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve in 1967. 
This latter event was marked with the launch of a wonderfully researched book, A Reserve for a Bird, 
produced by Jeff Dickinson, a long-serving volunteer with the Friends including on the Committee of 
Management. In 2019, the Friends marked the 30th anniversary of their formation with a return to the 
venue where it had all begun, the Lilydale Senior Citizens’ Club, holding a wide-ranging symposium 
exploring the past achievements, the current challenges and the prospects for securing the future for 
the Helmeted Honeyeater. As most readers of this Newsletter are aware, the Helmeted Honeyeater is 
Victoria’s avifaunal (bird) emblem, as well, the Leadbeater’s Possum the other Victorian faunal 
emblem. This status and recognition of both species came about by Proclamation by the then 
Governor, Sir Rohan Delacombe, on the 2nd of March 1971, with the Proclamation appearing in the 
Government Gazette 0f 10 March 1971. The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, in conjunction with 
the Friends of the Leadbeater’s Possum, will be marking this milestone with an event at the 
Melbourne Zoo on the 50th anniversary of the actual appearance of the Proclamation in the 
Government Gazette (10 March 2021).  Due to the restrictions upon numbers at public events this will 
be a reasonably small gathering with the Deputy Premier, James Merlino, the Minister for Energy, 
Environment and Climate Change, Lily D’Ambrosio, and the Chief Executive Officer of Zoos Victoria, 
Dr. Jenny Gray, accepting an invitation to cut a specially prepared celebratory cake with a 
representative from each of the Friends’ groups. This event will ‘kick off’ a series of other activities 
which will occur, COVID restrictions-willing, during the course of this year. These activities and 
events have been planned and overseen by the Committee of Management and particularly its hard-
working 50th Anniversary Sub-Committee (comprising Sue Bendel, Richard Case, Marita Hanigan, 
Dorothy Scott, Virginia Wallace and myself). As well as planned activities, there may be some 
additional serendipitous surprises. One of these was an email that I received from Coady Green a 
couple of months ago. Coady is arguably Australia’s leading internationally-renowned pianists, a 
twice recipient of a Geoffrey Parsons International Prize, and a regular performer at major concert 
halls around the world including Wigmore Hall, Royal Festival Hall and St Martin in the Fields. The 
email was to inform me of an exciting new work that Coady, with renowned saxophonist, Justin 
Kenealy, had commissioned from nationally and internationally recognised composer Dr Jane 
Hammond. This work, titled Songs from the Box and Swamp, is a 40-minute theatrical musical piece, 
scored for soprano saxophone, piano, percussion, recorded sound and narrator. The focus of this 
work by Jane Hammond is the Helmeted and Regent Honeyeaters. It is an ambitious work that will 
encapsulate the history, habitat and sounds of these birds and the struggles to secure their future in 
the wild. This will include narration and additional text from Theresa Borg, a Melbourne writer. Coady, 
Jane and Theresa have visited us at Yellingbo and we look forward to the results of this ambitious 
and imaginative project. There will be two main works: a 10 to 12 minute concert version for soprano 
saxophone and piano, due to be premiered at the Melbourne Recital Centre on May 26, 2021 by 
Coady and Justin; and a 40 minute version with saxophone, piano, percussion, recorded sound and 
narrator, scheduled to be premiered at fortyfivedownstairs during the last week of June. 
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2021 Program 

 

 

Artwork by Adam Fletcher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These activities should have you commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Helmeted Honeyeater 
and Leadbeater’s Possum being the State emblems of Victoria all year long. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50th Anniversary of Victoria’s Emblems 
 

Held in the Rainforest Room at Zoos Victoria in Parkville, this ‘cutting of the cake’ event will launch a year of 
celebration. Hosted by Zoos Victoria, Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater and Friends of the Leadbeater’s 
Possum, and attended by key representatives from organisations working to secure the future of both 
species. 
 

10 M
arch 

20 M
arch 

Two guided walk options in the Reserve will be offered for FOHH volunteers. Rich has been actively involved 
with the Friends since day 1, nearly 32 years ago. Sue is a relative newbie with 14 years involvement under her 
belt. They know these tracks well and would love your company exploring the Woori Yallock Creek arm of 
Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve, followed by time to enjoy the company of like-minded people. 
Short 2 km walk led by Sue: The pace will be gentle on relatively even tracks. 
Medium 6 km walk led by Rich: The pace will be faster at times to be back for lunch. This option has long 
sections of uneven rock with some steep climbs. It requires good fitness and good walking shoes/boots with an 
enclosed toe. 

Arrive: 9.00am, for a 9.30am start Finish: 1.30pm  
Maximum number: 20 people (registration required) 
BYO lunch: This is a BYO everything event. Think COVID Safe and rubbish free. 
Registration: Contact Sue Tardif via email at friendsvolunteer1989@gmail.com 

 

The Launch 

Guided Walks 

28 M
arch 

Landowner Picnic 
Beyond Yellingbo picnic is a meet and greet event for local landowners 
participating in habitat restoration through the Beyond Yellingbo initiative. 
This is our opportunity to thank landholders for helping us care for Helmeted 
Honeyeater habitat. Share lunch and a guided walk with like-minded locals. 
Time: 12.30pm to 2.30pm         
Meeting location: The Depot YNCR 
Lunch: provided thanks to Yarra Ranges Council 
Further Information: contact Gaye Gadsden e) dave989gaye@bigpond.com 
 

Schools in Casey, Yarra Ranges and Cardinia participating in an art project 
and in-school exhibition featuring both faunal emblems will commence in 
term 2 or 3. 
 
 

19 A
pril 

School Art Exhibtion 
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2021 Program 

 

 

Artwork by Adam Fletcher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50th Anniversary of Victoria’s Emblems 
 

24
 A

pr
il 

Members’ Day 

20
 M

ay
 Morning Tea 

We’re celebrating the FoHH nursery volunteers in National Volunteer Week May 17-23. To acknowledge the 
people behind the plants, a special morning will be held.  
Further information: Contact Michelle Faram e) plantnursery@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 
 
 
 

4 
Se

pt
 Possum Presentation 

Join a Leadbeater’s Possum presentation at Harewood House, Kooweerup. Commencing late 
morning, it will be followed by a BBQ lunch, a tour of the house and possibly of the grounds where a 
rewilding initiative is underway.  
Further information: Contact Sue Bendel e) possum56@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Threatened Species Day 

7 
Se

pt
 

The Governor, the Honourable Linda Dessau AC, and Patron of 
FOHH, and her husband, Mr Howard, have accepted an invitation to 
visit YNCR. Further details will appear in a later HeHo Herald. 
 
 
 
 

Burrinja Festival (TBC) 

16
 O

ct
 

Symposium at Burrinja Cultural Centre, 2pm to 4.30pm to be opened 
by the Mayor of Yarra Ranges Council, Fiona McAllister, with keynote 
speaker Dr Dan Harley from Zoos Victoria giving a presentation on the 
status of both species, followed by a Q&A panel discussion.  
Art Exhibition at Burrinja opening at 5.30 pm by the Hon James 
Merlino, Deputy Premier. The exhibition will end on November 13. 
 

Burrinja Song & Stories 

23
 O

ct
 

Weekend activities for children at Burrinja with themes on both faunal 
emblems, including a “song and story session”, a craft workshop and 
a “nature play” session.  
 

All members are welcome to join us on our annual Members’ Day. It is a great opportunity to meet other 
members and like-minded people while celebrating FoHH achievements, our favourite bird and spend some 
time in the Reserve.  
Due to COVID, detailed information regarding this event will be provided closer to the day.  
Further information: Contact Richard Case e) blackwood1824@gmail.com 
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By Bruce Quin 

 

Out in the Field 

 
 
Breeding Season 2020/2021 
A record number of breeding pairs for the lifetime of the intensive Recovery  
Program (1989 to the present) has been confirmed for the 
2020/2021 breeding season at Yellingbo Nature Conservation 
Reserve (Yellingbo NCR). The 43 breeding pairs recorded for this 
current breeding season, which eclipses 41 recorded for the 
2018/2019 breeding season, includes 22 birds that are not known to 
have bred previously. The 74 fledglings confirmed to date for this 
season is one less than the record set during the 2019/2020 
breeding season. The current breeding season appears to be 
winding down and surveying of Helmeted Honeyeater colonies over 
the next couple of weeks will allow us to produce final figures for 
confirmed number of breeding pairs and fledglings.  
Genetic Rescue 
Four pairs containing a genetic rescue bird (one Licola Yellow-tufted Honeyeater; three captive-bred 
hybrids) have been identified and three of these pairs have bred successfully, producing a total of 10 
fledglings. A fifth pair containing a genetic rescue bird during the 2020/2021 breeding season 
comprises a wild-bred male produced from a Helmeted Honeyeater male and a captive-bred female 
backcross during the 2019/2020 breeding season and a wild bred female Helmeted Honeyeater. 
Nest building has occurred, but egg laying has not been confirmed for this pair, but we hope that 
they will breed successfully during the next breeding season. 
Black Site  
In the previous HeHo Herald, I wrote about “Black Site” located on a Yellingbo NCR creek system 
where Helmeted Honeyeaters occurred naturally until the late 1970s. The reintroduction of Helmeted 
Honeyeaters (and genetic rescue birds) to “Black Site” commenced in August 2019. A fledging was 
produced during November last year, but it disappeared very quickly after leaving its nest and the 
male parent subsequently disappeared. The heavy loss of birds from this site since August 2019 has 
caused us to assess this site as unsuitable for Helmeted Honeyeaters in its current state, and 
therefore, plans are underway to translocate the three remaining birds (a male Helmeted Honeyeater, 
a female Helmeted Honeyeater and a male hybrid) to another site with Helmeted Honeyeaters in 
Yellingbo NCR as soon as we determine that breeding has finished. 

Breeding Season Colonies Without Supplementary Feeding 
As the breeding season unfolded, Helmeted Honeyeaters and one Yellow-tufted Honeyeater moved 
away from sites where supplementary food is provided to areas where supplementary food is not 

Mother Helmeted Honeyeater feeding her 
fledgling. 

 Image: M Riederer 
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provided, forming three small colonies. The three colonies persisted 
in these areas and successful breeding was confirmed in two of 
these colonies. Helmeted Honeyeaters from two Cockatoo Swamp 
sites, along with a genetic rescue bird released at one of these sites 
in August 2019, a male gippslandicus from Licola, have been 
occupying a revegetation area with adjacent older habitat. A 
fledgling at this site was banded and DNA-sampled on 12 January 
by Andrew and Sarah Silcocks. A group of birds at a nearby 
confluence includes another female who successfully bred at one of 
the Cockatoo Swamp sites further upstream during the 2018/2019 
and 2019/2020 breeding seasons. It is likely that she has nested at 
the confluence, with follow-up work hopefully determining successful 
breeding. A small, mostly self-sustaining colony has also formed in 
the location previously known by volunteers and field staff as 
“Manuka Meadow” (adjacent to former Cockatoo Swamp habitat that 
hasn’t recovered from severe vegetation dieback) supporting both 
natural regeneration and planting. Up to seven male Helmeted 
Honeyeaters from the largest Cockatoo Swamp colony have been 
sighted with two females, comprising a captive-bred release bird 
from a nearby site and a fledging from the 2019/2020 breeding 
season from another creek system. Both females had one known 
nest attempt with one being successful. Some of the males are 
infrequently seen at the two closest sites where supplementary 
feeding occurs. For Manuka Meadow and the other two sites where 
honeyeaters are not supplementally fed, it will be very interesting to 
see whether the birds return to the sites where supplementary 
feeding does occur for the non-breeding season. 
Volunteers Returning 
Early New Year saw the very welcome return of volunteers to the 
supplementary feeding and monitoring program at Yellingbo NCR. 
Thank you so much to all those volunteers who have returned and to 
those who would like to return but for whatever reason, haven’t been 
able to so far. I hope that all of you get the opportunity to return! 
Let’s hope we don’t’ have another Covid-19 “circuit breaker” 
enforced stop to our highly valued volunteers returning like the one we’ve just had in mid-February or 
any longer lockdown! 
Planning 
Planning works, including the Specific Needs Assessment described in the two previous editions of 
HeHo Herald, intended to guide our future management of the Helmeted Honeyeater and its habitat, 
especially the selection of future release sites and the duration of supplementary feeding at Yellingbo 

‘Manuka Meadow’ planted Eucalyptus 
viminalis and E. ovata used by Helmeted 
Honeyeaters for foraging. 

 Image: B Quin 

‘Manuka Meadow’ regenerating 
Leptospermum scoparium used by 
Helmeted Honeyeaters for nesting. 

 Image: B Quin 
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By Bob Anderson 

and reintroduction sites, is close to completion.Plans are underway for the release of captive-bred 
birds and the probable translocation of wild birds from Yellingbo NCR to a new location away from 
Yellingbo later this year, with the aim of establishing a second Helmeted Honeyeater population. Mel 
Birtchnell, Dan Harley (Zoos Victoria) and I have been visiting other reserves and state forests 
assessing habitat and other aspects relevant to the sites’ suitability as release areas. We have 
numerous locations to visit. Exciting times ahead! 
We were disappointed to recently lose Amy Tipton as a Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater staff 
member from the field program. Amy took up a full-time position as an Environmental Consultant and 
I’d like to thank Amy for her very dedicated and thoughtfully conducted work while in her role. While 
we wish her all the very best with her full-time position, Amy will be returning to the supplementary 
feeding and monitoring program soon as a volunteer, which will benefit the program because Amy 
has a vast set of skills. Many thanks Amy! 
Wishing all Friends of the Helmeted 
Honeyeater members, volunteers and staff and 
staff of government agencies a safe and enjoyable 
New Year.  
 
 

Beginnings~ remember when.. 

 
 
 
This is an appeal to all members who can 
jog their memories and check my version 
of the beginnings of the Friends history. 
It’s 1989. 
 

The late Steve Craig, 
our founder, called 
the first meeting for May 23rd 1989. Steve recognised that it was critical that the 

community knew there were only 50 Helmeted Honeyeaters remaining in the wild. Over 200 
enthusiasts crowded the Lilydale Senior Citizens Centre and the Friends became a reality. I know that 
Richard Case, Noel Gross and the late Dudley Gross were there. Who else can add to the story? 
 

Move on to the 11th of July and the 100+ folk who attended that meeting fitted 
into the Senior Citizens Centre. In a leap of faith and serendipitous good fortune, 
Steve Craig and I had recently exchanged conversations through our mutual 

love of the environment and Steve asked if I’d chair the meeting. It was the easiest meeting for me to 

Many thanks in advance to everyone for what is 
expected to be another very productive year! -Bruce 
 

Introducing Bob ~ a note from Sue Tardif  
For those who don’t know Bob, he was the founding President of the 
Friends and spent almost two decades in that role. An incredible 
contribution that gained Bob an OAM in 2010. I think of Bob as a friend, 
mentor and holder of much wisdom and knowledge. I have always loved 
sharing in Bob’s memories and thought you may too.  

23rd May  

 

11th July   
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chair. The interim committee was selected and working groups were formed. It was a delight to 
observe all people align themselves to a working group without any fuss. This was the beginnings of 
the enthusiasm, the commitment and the long-term involvement to conservation by members. 
The Works Group planned to arrange a vegetation survey of 
Yellingbo Reserve, as it was known then, and private property. 
To assist with surveys, bird sighting excursions were to be held 
at Parslow’s Bridge. Later on, Ranger Mick Keenan, arranged a 
number of visits and it was really exciting to be among a group 
of enthusiasts to see a Helmeted Honeyeater for the very first 
time. The Community Education Group was hoping to develop 
an Educational Kit, a tree planting guide and materials to 
advertise the plight of the Helmeted Honeyeater. The Friends had a huge challenge in front of them. 
There was nothing available to educate the Victorian community about its unique bird emblem. The 
meeting was closed with a vote of thanks proposed by Ian Smales to Steve Craig for his work to 
establish a Friends Group. There was overwhelming support for Steve. 

The first Newsletter appeared on the 27th July and a further issue two months 
later with Sheena Geysen as the new editor. The Shire of Lillydale, now part of 
Yarra Ranges Council, funded printing and postage.The interim committee 

meeting was held at Geoff Lade’s home where the following issues were discussed: a logo, the 
incorporation document and information for local councillors and State Members of Parliament. 

At the first General Meeting for members held at Healesville Sanctuary logo 
designs were displayed, the first Yellingbo Primary School planting with 
Pembroke Primary School was announced and incorporation documents were 

accepted. The Friends were apprised of the commencement of the captive breeding program by the 
Recovery team Leader, Peter Menkhorst from The Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands (a 
forerunner to what’s now DELWP) and Healesville Sanctuary staff. 

At the committee meeting a logo by Liz Darby was accepted. Ian Smales had 3 
active Helmeted Honeyeater nests under observation. Geoff Lade had a school 
kit under development. Maudie Shackleford, Publicity, had arranged Dr Davis 

McCaughey, Governor of Victoria, as Chief Patron. What a coup for a group only a few months old to 
gain vice-regal patronage! Mark Ashby became the new Works Group Leader, making plans to 
target properties for revegetation with priorities for allocating funds as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
At this time the Yellingbo Reserve had two Rangers and a Works Crew. The fledgling Friends group 
was not required to work in the Reserve, hence the emphasis was to work on private property. In the 
early years the Friends worked on 16 properties fencing and replanting to provide new habitat. 

The Working Groups and their leaders 
commenced as: 

 
Bird Survey – Ian Smales & Steve Craig 

Publicity – Maudie Shackleford 
Community Education – Geoff Lade &Reg Johnson 

Newsletter – Robyn Forster 
Fund Raising – vacant 
Works – Richard Davey 

 

24th July  

 

19th August  

 

11th September  

 

1 Fencing of 
remnant 

vegetation on 
private land in 
Yellingbo area 

2 
Provision of local 

indigenous 
propagated 
species for 

planting on private 
land 

3 

Production of a 
community 
education 

leaflet 4 Setting up a 
community 

plant nursery 
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By Sue Tardif 

A committee meeting and a General Meeting for members was held at the 
Healesville Sanctuary. Don Franklin, ornithologist, joins the committee and 
reports the latest number of birds is 35. Ian Jackson accepted the position of 

Public Officer. Pakenham Shire Council is to send a notice concerning the Helmeted Honeyeater with 
rate notices. 

At the committee meeting it was reported that the first Helmeted Honeyeater 
poster using Len Robinson’s photo is being designed. Nurseries are being 
asked to raise indigenous plants for the Friends plantings. The education kit is 

well into the planning stage. The first year of operation ended with spirits high and many volunteers 
working on more than one sub-committee. 
 
 

A privileged role  

   
 

After the roller coaster ride of COVID-19 restrictions through much of 2020, mid-November saw 
restrictions ease and Parks Victoria announcing that volunteer activities could start to resume in metro 
Melbourne, including Yellingbo. The moment many were waiting for. Volunteers could put their feet back 
onto the Reserve’s soil, and staff welcomed the help and company! 
November heralded another 
change. My role as Coordinator 
of Volunteers for the 
supplementary feeding program (Volunteer Field Assistants) effectively ended as I started my accrued 
leave. The Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning (DELWP) reassumed the operation of 
this component of the recovery program during COVID-19 lockdowns. After more than 5 years being 
funded, with volunteers ‘working’ in this role for many years previously; this formal partnership between 
DELWP and the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater (FoHH) officially ended on 31/12/20. This however, 
merely represents a re-aligning of how DELWP and the FoHH work together, nothing more! 
The butterflies are emerging. The FoHH are using their expertise in new ways, whilst continuing to do 
well the things that we are known for… more on the ‘new’ in a minute.  

In particular, my deep thanks go to each of the volunteers who 
contributed to the program under ‘my watch’. Regular volunteer 
involvement grew from 44 people across a year to 144, as the 

HeHo numbers and breeding sites grew. Much of this success is thanks to volunteers being prepared to 
help in the rain and shine. The FoHH have much to be proud of, helping shape and deliver a volunteer 
program that in purely financial terms has contributed over $1.8million of in-kind contribution to this 
aspect of the recovery. Thank you seems pretty inadequate. To Bruce Quin (DELWP), thank you for the 
many hours of joy and learning we have shared out in the Yellingbo bush. Looking forward to the times 

18th November  

 

12th December  

 

“If nothing ever changed, there’d be no butterflies” – Unknown 

 

 

 

First, a little reflection 
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ahead as we head up our respective roles in 2021. In January, my FoHH work colleague and co-writer 
of this article, Amy Tipton, completed her 12-month contract role as Supplementary Feeding Assistant. I 
wish to thank Amy for her amazing commitment and personal help over that time. Amy has gained a full-
time Ecologist position, which is great news and well deserved, but will also be back volunteering with 

the FoHH in 2021. There is always some sadness 
in a significant change, but the enforced ‘time-out’ 
of an intensive volunteer involving program during 

2020, has allowed FoHH to rethink how we can best work with, and alongside, our volunteers. 
January heralded a new role for me as Coordinator of Volunteers for FoHH. I am working one day a 
week and will talk more about this in the next HeHo Herald. In the meantime, though, it’s full steam 
ahead! All current volunteers and new FoHH members who tick the box ‘Would you like to be advised 
about volunteering opportunities?’ will be included in the new eNews bulletin ‘Friends Volunteer Update’. 
This regular update will keep you informed about the activities that you may like to help out with, attend, 
or just know about. The choice is yours. It may take us a little time to transition everyone to the Friends 
Volunteer Update distribution list.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Want to be added to the Volunteer update 

distribution list?  
   

         friendsvolunteer1989@gmail.com 
 

Bring on the butterflies! What’s in store for 2021? 

 

 

Like us on Facebook for Friends news and help 

spread the conservation message  
 

Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater 
 

Stay well. Stay connected -Sue 
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By Melanie Birtchnell 

 

Coordinator’s Column 
 
 
 
 

What an exciting year lies ahead as the Friends prepare some  
wonderful celebrations for the 50th anniversary of the declaration of Victoria’s 
Faunal Emblems: the Helmeted Honeyeater and Leadbeater’s Possum! Such a 

wonderful diversity of activities and events will be on offer. Thanks to our wonderful volunteer 50th 
Anniversary committee, as well as our Committee of Management and staff, for working tirelessly to 
generate engaging and inclusive ways to celebrate the declaration.  
La Nina has brought to Yellingbo Nature Conservation the most 
wonderful conditions to enable an extended planting period for 
habitat restoration efforts. During summer, with planting support 
from the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management 
Authority’s (PPWCMA) Working for Victoria team, and invaluable 
support from the FoHH nursery, we have planted around 20,000 
trees, shrubs, grasses, sedges and other indigenous plants! A 
wonderful end to a year, during which planting was so impacted 
by COVID-19 restrictions. We are very grateful for the PPWCMA’s 
support of our vision. Three areas have been targeted for this 
planting: Ewen Road within the Judith Eardley Save Wildlife 
Association (JESWA) block thanks to Zoos Victoria’s Totes for 
Wildlife campaign; Parslows Bridge and the 3.2ha revegetation 
site, thanks to the National Landcare Programme’s 20 Million 
Trees (20MT) project. The generous rainfall and mild temperatures mean these plants are growing 
steadily and establishing well. Meanwhile, past volunteer efforts to restore habitat at Burrungma Biik 
also are flourishing under the La Nina conditions! Shrubs were planted into this site by volunteers 
around 18 months ago, under the PPWCMA Great HeHo Escape project, funded by the National 
Landcare Programme’s 20MT project. These shrubs are now much taller than any person! I am 
thrilled to see the success of these plantings and the transformation of Burrungma Biik, from horse 
paddock to habitat! The thicket-like density of the shrub layer is perfect nesting habitat and raptor-
predator protection for Helmeted Honeyeaters and many other birds.  
Very often, I am asked by visitors and others involved in habitat restoration to share my thoughts on 
weed matting. Weed matting is timely and costly to install, is not biodegradable (invitation to 
inventors…!) and remains in the system, though locked under layers of leaf litter and sediment over 
time. At FoHH, we use weed matting sparingly and only where truly required - with weed matting, 
context is everything! At sites like the JESWA/Ewen Road block, where the ground storey is 

Hello Friends! 

 

The site being planted out by Expedia staff 
around 18 months ago! 

Image: M Birtchnell 
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dominated by indigenous plants and the hydrology and soils largely are intact, tubestock can be 
planted directly into the system. In contrast, Burrungma Biik provides us with a neat experiment to 
demonstrate the role weed matting plays in a highly disturbed, compacted landscape where 
agricultural weeds proliferate. Directly beside recent habitat restoration for which tubestock was 
planted into weed matting, there are historic plantings (around three years old) where tubestock was 
planted directly into an agricultural matrix. The result is quite astounding – the plants planted into 
weed matting have grown many times the height and density of those planted directly into a weedy 
matrix, where competition has severely hindered the plants’ growth. Furthermore, managing invasive 
plants in areas where weed matting has been used is much more straightforward than trying to work 
around young plants. Of course, planting season and method plays a role but this comparison plays 

out many times over in such 
degraded landscapes. Overall, when 
restoring habitat in these degraded 
sites, weed matting really helps give 
plants the best possible chance to 
establish. By significantly reducing 
competition, sparing use of weed 
matting greatly increases the 
success and efficacy of our efforts!  
These past few weeks have been 
busy filling the diary with school and 
tertiary institute visits – I am really 
looking forward to welcoming 
students and volunteers back into the 
Reserve! Victoria has worked so hard 
to halt COVID-19 outbreaks; these 
efforts mean the Friends can safely 
start offering educational and other 
opportunities again. Finally, as 

convener of the Habitat Working Group of the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Team, I have been 
working with a small group to explore options for future Helmeted Honeyeater release sites. This 
fascinating, complex work is yielding very interesting discussions and considerations, as we look to 
provide an ever-improving future for the Helmeted Honeyeater. I look forward to sharing stories of our 
discoveries, soon. 
 
Wishing you a lovely autumn full of crisp and sunny days after such a mild summer! As Nathaniel 
Hawthorne wrote in 1842: ‘I cannot endure to waste anything so precious as autumnal sunshine by 
staying in the house.’ 
 
 
 

Whimsical autumnal wishes - Mel 

Compare the growth and density of revegetation at Burrungma Biik with the 
growth seen in the historical planting– the shrubs are barely taller than the 
pasture…and much less dense! 

Image: M Birtchnell 

VS 
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By Michelle Faram 
Nursery News  
 
 
 
 
With the return of the volunteers towards the end of 2020 we have finally been able  
to get to work on nursery maintenance and lots of plant propagation. It doesn’t take long for 
everything to get out of control but it seems to take an awfully long time to get everything back in 
order and running smoothly again. The numbers of volunteers in attendance at the nursery have 
been really good after a bit of a slow start, with lots taking the chance to get away on holiday when 
lockdown was lifted, and also the initial limiting of numbers allowed in the nursery. We have been 
lucky enough to also have two groups of Working for Victoria teams helping out between planting 
days. Everyone has been doing lots of clearing out of old stock, potting up cuttings that Shirley and I 
did months earlier, pricking out seedlings, potting up plant divisions, watering, pruning, weeding and 
consolidating stock on the outside benches as we move more stock from the igloos. We have also 
been busy sowing more seed and taking lots more cuttings as we work to insure we have plenty of 
new plants to cover the upcoming autumn and winter orders.  
Towards the end of last year Melanie was finally able to get started on planting projects at sites near 
Parslow’s Bridge, Ewen Road and the 3.2 ha confluence sites. Putting the plants together kept the 
nursery team very busy, as a lot of the plants that had been ready earlier in the year were no longer 
available and due to changes in planting sites different species also had to be used. It is now 
February 2021 and the planting of approximately 20,000 plants is virtually complete. Talk about a 
back to front year. I mean who would have thought that any plantings would be done at the height of 
summer. Fortunately it has also been a very wet and relatively cool one. This has also helped us 
greatly reducing the normal stress levels of worrying about water in the nursery. There are a lot of 
empty benches now, an unusual site at this time of the year, normally we are bursting at the seams 
with stock approaching the autumn planting season. 
As you will remember due to the Covid-19 lockdown back in March 2020, we had to close the 
nursery retail sales to customers and have been unable to re-open since, as we have struggled to 
get everything back in order. We are planning to have the nursery sales area looking ship shape over 
the coming weeks and intend to re-open again in March, all going well. 
With so much going on in the nursery and as usual not quite everything going to plan, the Committee 
decided that Shirley and I needed some extra support, so we have put on an extra staff member to 
assist. We are very pleased that Marita Hanigan has joined our team, a long-time volunteer and 
member of the Friends, her knowledge and experience has already proven to be a great help, as at 
times both Shirley and I have been missing in action. Her appointment is initially for a few months, 
hopefully we can make it longer. Unfortunately just as I think we are all getting back into a 
comfortable groove again, along comes 
another lockdown.  
 

 

Let’s hope everyone stays happy and healthy in 2021- Michelle 
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By Gaye Gadsden 

 

Beyond Yellingbo 

  
 
 
Beyond Yellingbo is becoming much more ‘organic’ now that we are in our third year. By that I mean 
that a number of landholders, the pest animal control contractors and I are making things happen in 
immediate neighbourhoods. With the amazing growing season this Summer the bush is looking so 
healthy. Many creatures seem to be having prolific breeding seasons like the Helmeted Honeyeaters 
but weeds such as Ragwort are also stronger than ever. One landholder talked to his ‘absentee’ 
neighbours then he, two other landholders and I helped cut and bagged the Ragwort. Good old 
neighbourly sharing of knowledge, experience and help. 
Advocacy to address the worst Ragwort infestation in the Beyond Yellingbo area was initiated by 
another neighbouring landholder. This has led to positive contact with two properties with infestations 
and Agriculture Victoria taking some responsibility to address the third property that we have been 
unable to make contact with. 
A contractor and I were invited to a neighbourhood ‘Orchard fruit picking BBQ’ held by a 
participating Beyond Yellingbo landholder. We celebrated the work that we are doing with other 
participating landholders and met new landholders. So I have new properties to visit! 
Landholders of a very important property that neighbours Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve 
have enthusiastically agreed to a revegetation plan. The plan is to revegetate 20% of the property 
(1.7ha) for Helmeted Honeyeater habitat. The property owners really enjoy having visits from nearby 
Helmeted Honeyeaters to their house yard. They see this plan as an opportunity to increase their 
enjoyment of nature and get rid of the problem of having to have stock to keep the pasture grass 
under control.    
 

 

 
The local grasses also 
responded to the cool, wet 
summer.  These images were 
part of a Beyond Yellingbo 
WhatsApp group exchange of 
what flowers we were seeing on 
our properties in Spring/early 
Summer.   
 
 
 

Images: Gaye Gadsden 
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You might like to support our work by indulging in 

some of our beautiful new merchandise. The 
profits from which also directly support our 

conservation work. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ritchies Stores WK Ronald Aitken Prue Dilena Jan Harrison Pearce Webster  
Harper Family Endowment Vivien Graeme Lex Davey Kui Meng Ng  
Robert Rogers Sue Tardif Betty Clifford Robyn and Keith Anker Irene Pearey  
Wendy McWilliams Christine Duncan Goody Wilks Sandra Martig Beth Kilgour  
Wendy McWilliams Elaine Warburton Brigith Roy Stephen Garth Brigith Roy Jenni 
Epstein Ruth Smith Ruben Buttigieg Virginia Wallace 
 

 

 

FoHH would like to acknowledge the 
ongoing support from Yarra Ranges 
Shire for printing and distribution of 

the Heho Herald. 

If you shop at IGA, you can nominate 
FoHH on your Community Benefits 
Card and 0.5% of your shopping 

docket will be directed to us. 

Heho Supporters 
 

 

Donations are very important to us and help support the 
variety of conservation activities FoHH undertakes for our 

special bird. So our thanks go to the generosity of... 

 

How you can help a Heho 
 

www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/get-involved/donate/ 
 

Would you like to support our habitat restoration efforts 
but are not able to participate in planting activities?  
Please consider making a donation via our website. 

When you make a financial contribution, 100% of your 
donation supports on-ground projects that directly 

benefit conservation.  
 

 

Dona
te 
 

Shop  

www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/shop-new/ 
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Contacts 
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Office & Nursery 
 
Address 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139  
Post PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139 
p) 5964 8341  
e) info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au  
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 

Committee Members 
President Alan Clayton e) president@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Vice President Gretchen 
Szabat Secretary Stephen Garth e) secretary@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Treasurer 
Suzanne Cox e) treasurer@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au General Members Bruce Quin, 
Robin Young, Sue Bendel, Richard Case, Mariea Pacheco 

Support roles 
DELWP Ornithologist Bruce Quin Works & Reveg Coordinator Richard Case Nursery 
Manager Michelle Faram e) plantnursery@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Volunteer 
Coordinator Sue Tardif e) friendsvolunteer1989@gmail.com Environmental Coordinator 
Melanie Birtchnell e) environmentalcoordinator@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Yellingbo to 
Butterfield Project Gaye Gadsden e) dave989gaye@bigpond.com Webmaster Stephen 
Garth e) webmaster@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Merchandise Sue Bendel Fundraising 
Coordinator Dorothy Scott e) dorothy@avonsfield.com.au Newsletter Editor Melanie 
Treweek Dunn e) newsletter@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Landcare Facilitator Anne 
Fitzpatrick m) 0488 766 113 e) facilitator@yrl.org.au 
 

FoHH respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People as the Traditional Custodians of the lands 
known as Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. We recognise their continuing connection to 
land, water and wildlife and pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 


