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President’s Report 
 
 
We continue with the year (actually more than a year and a half) without  
precedent in our living memory. Once again, we are in lock-down and  
we have had to suspend the activities of our wonderful volunteers. Unfortunately,  
our calendar of scheduled Members and Friends Day events were forced to be  
cancelled due to Covid lockdown restrictions and, after three attempts, the Committee of 
Management has decided not to try again this year and reschedule to next year. However, like an 
iceberg, there is a lot happening below the surface. The Nursery has continued to operate thanks, to 
the ongoing, herculean, efforts of Manager, Michelle Faram, Deputy Manager, Shirley Henderson, 
and Relief Manager, Marita Hanigan. They have continued to keep orders flowing and putting in 
place the necessary preparation for propagation, care and maintenance of the next seasons’ plants. 
A huge shout out to all three. 
As was highlighted in the last edition of the HeHo Herald, this year is the 50th anniversary of the 
declaration of the Helmeted Honeyeater as the avifaunal (bird) emblem of Victoria. We had planned 
an ambitious series of events to commemorate this milestone. The form that some of these events 
take has had to be modified. In particular, the highlight of this programme was the staging of a 
seminar at the Burrinja Cultural Centre on 16 October, in conjunction with the opening of a major art 
exhibition – to run for four weeks – on that date, also at Burrinja. In light of the rolling restrictions both 
events have had to move to a virtual format. Details of these online events are in this issue.  
In an earlier issue of the HeHo Herald, mention was made of the special collaboration we have had 
with a group of internationally acclaimed Australian artists- composer, Dr Jane Hammond, virtuoso 
pianist, Coady Green, along with saxophonist, Justin Kenealy, and opera singer and writer Theresa 
Borg. This talented group have developed some new magical musical compositions that celebrate 
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the essence of the Yellingbo Reserve, the Helmeted Honeyeater and the long efforts to ensure its 
ongoing survival in the wild. The first of two works received its premiere on May 26 at the Melbourne 
Recital Centre (on the final evening before the May lockdown) and a longer work was similarly 
premiered at fortyfivedownstairs on 15 July (again on the 
evening preceding the fifth lockdown). I am sure that the 
relationship is associational rather than causal! This latter 
performance included amazing video images of Yellingbo by 
talented filmmaker Angus Hamilton. When the situation allows, 
there will be further performances of these works which, in 
large part, homage the work of the Friends. I would very highly 
recommend attending a performance. They provide a stunning 
aural (and with the longer work) visual experience. As a 
postscript, Angus the filmmaker has completed a short video 
commemorating the Reserve and the work of the Friends.  
Among our recent celebrations, following another wonderfully successful breeding season, has been 
the successful releases of Helmeted Honeyeaters into new territories, one further to the east of 
Melbourne in the Yarra catchment and another in a new release area in the Reserve. These are 
covered in some detail elsewhere in this issue. A huge vote of thanks to all those involved including 
our revered ornithologist Bruce Quin, Andrew and Sarah Silcocks, Dan Harley, the crew at Healesville 
Sanctuary, DELWP and others. Our Environmental Coordinator, Mel Birtchnell was among those 
integrally involved in these releases. 
Finally, I must pay tribute to two of our true stalwarts of the Friends. The first, Margot Craddock, died 
on 22 June 2021. Margot served the Friends in many capacities, including as Treasurer for some 14 
years and was a Life Member. She was an energetic and efficient worker who brought order to a 
number of areas of Friends’ administration. Margot was a fine photographer and her photographic 
images graced many of the Friends’ cards. She was a regular volunteer in the nursery for a number 
of decades and also served, for many years, as a Guide at the Healesville Sanctuary. There was a 
large turnout of members of the Friends at her funeral on 28 June. We will have a future event to 
honour Margot and commemorate her role and achievements in a tangible way. The second stalwart 
is very much alive and active. Gaye Gadsden has been a vital part of the Friends, essentially from the 
beginning. She was the first Environmental Coordinator and the first Nursery Manager. Gaye’s hard 
work, knowledge and strategic vision laid the foundations for the indigenous nursery that continues to 
progress under the guidance of Michelle Faram. Gaye served, at a senior level, with Yarra Ranges 
Council in the Parks and Bushland area, overseeing a staff of 65 persons. After retiring from Council 
in 2016, we were fortunate in being able to appoint Gaye, in 2017, as the facilitator of a highly 
innovative programme engaging with private landholders along the 7.4 kilometres of the Woori 
Yallock Creek between the southern edge of the Yellingbo Reserve and Butterfield Reserve near 
Monbulk. In terms of the level of landholder engagement, and in other respects, this has proven to be 
one of the most successful exercises in landholder engagement in Australian conservation and has 
been referenced by the federal Threatened Species Commissioner, Dr Sally Box, and others as an 

Available here -https://youtu.be/iR4lVFfIBXM 
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exemplary model. An account of the origins and outcomes of this hugely successful initiative is 
detailed elsewhere in this issue. Gaye and her husband Dave have decided to do some ‘grey 
nomading’ and related pursuits for a while and so she is relinquishing this facilitator role around the 
end of September. We wish Gaye and Dave well and I know that we will be engaging with Gaye 
again after this phase of her life.   
  

16 October 2021 
 

50th Anniversary of Victoria’s Emblems 
  We have been hard at work planning how to continue to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Victoria’s Emblems 

during current restrictions. We are excited to announce the upcoming events on our anniversary calendar will 
continue. Details of these online events are below but keep an eye on FoHH facebook page for further updates. 

Online Symposium 
Emblems online Participate in an online symposium aimed at exploring the challenges and successes of threatened 

species conservation, particularly as they relate to our Victorian faunal emblems.   
Acknowledged authority on the Leadbeater’s Possum and key member of the Helmeted Honeyeater 
Recovery Team, Zoos Victoria’s Dan Harley will provide a keynote address that highlights the situation 
of both the Helmeted Honeyeater and the Leadbeater’s Possum. This will be followed by a panel 
discussion with leading authorities in a number of areas (ecology and habitat restoration, genetics, 
land management etc) which will look at: 

 
 

Further information, including registration and log-in details, will 
be set out on our Facebook page and emailed to everyone 
receiving the HeHo Herald prior to the event. 

• What have we learned from past efforts at 

threatened species conservation? 

• What are the challenges of the present? 

• What are the strategies for the future? 
 

 

 

Dr Dan Harley, Threatened Species Project Officer, Zoos 
Victoria 
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Emblem Online Art Gallery 

John James Wild 1884 John Gould 1867 

Liz Cogley Marion Gould 

Lisa Kennedy 2019 

David Williams 1992 

Janet Flinn 2008 

Jack O’Connor 2020 

50th Anniversary of Victoria’s Emblems 
  

From the early works done purely as a descriptive aid for science to the more modern artistic endeavours, some 
old favourites and some brand-new pieces, these images are a sample of what to look forward to when we 

present the Emblems 50th Anniversary Online Gallery. 
 

16 October 2021 
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By Bruce Quin 
Out in the Field 

 
 
Since our last edition of HeHo Herald a collaborative effort involving Friends of  
the Helmeted Honeyeater volunteers, Zoos Victoria Biologists and Veterinary staff  
and Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) staff has  
resulted in releases of captive-bred birds into two reserves and a wild-to-wild translocation of 
Helmeted Honeyeaters between these reserves. This work took an enormous amount of planning and 
coordinating and contending with adverse weather was a regular challenge 
during this time. 
 
@ Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve  
Breeding Season 2020/2021 
The 2021/2022 Helmeted Honeyeater breeding season is in its very early 
stages with numerous females carrying nest material and two nests under 
construction have been found by Andrew and Sarah Silcocks. The wet winter 
should provide for high food availability for Helmeted Honeyeaters increasing 
the chance of a successful breeding season. 
 
Genetic Rescue 
In the previous edition of HeHo Herald the collection of six Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeaters (Gippsland subspecies - gippslandicus) from Moondarra State 
Park (SP) north of Moe for genetic rescue breeding was described. Four 
individuals (two males and two females) are now paired with captive Helmeted 
Honeyeaters and the two surplus males were released on the periphery of a 
Helmeted Honeyeater colony within Yellingbo on 24th May (2021). On 23rd July, Andrew Silcocks and 
I found one of the two Moondarra SP male gippslandicus at Yellingbo, not far from where we 
released them. He was using Swamp Gum blossom and not visiting nearby supplementary feed 
stations which explains why he hadn’t been recorded since the day they were released. Hopefully, he 
breeds successfully during the 2021/2022 breeding season at Yellingbo, fast-tracking the production 
of genetic rescue offspring in the reserve. However, he has apparently moved from the site where he 
was released and therefore needs re-finding. 
 
2021 Release of Birds from Captivity 
Ten birds were released from Zoos Victoria’s captive population into Yellingbo Nature Conservation 
Reserve on 6th August 2021 by DELWP and Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater. The release group 
comprises a mixture of Helmeted Honeyeaters and genetic rescue birds (hybrids) and one Yellow-
tufted Honeyeater (gippslandicus) from Noojee State Forest, with seven being males and three 

Swamp Gum- Prickly Currant-
bush habitat at Yellingbo NCR 
2021 release site.  

 Image: B Quin 
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females. The 10 birds have done well in their new site, although one male was 
taken to Healesville Sanctuary’s Australian Wildlife Health Centre 8-days post-
release to receive treatment for a mouth lesion. Hopefully, he can be returned 
to the Yellingbo release site quickly because he had increased his social 
status in the group during the time he was at Yellingbo. 
The parcel of land that the birds were released into was purchased by the 
community organisation, Judith Eardley Save the Wildlife Association (JESWA) 
and is now managed by Parks Victoria. Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater 
have been revegetating parts of the site which has existing high - quality 
habitat. The Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Program has benefitted greatly 
by land purchase by the JESWA because parcels of 
land have provided revegetation opportunities, either 
“in-fill” or “greenfield” and now Helmeted Honeyeaters 
use habitat at both sites. Many thanks JESWA! 
 
@O’Shannassy River, Yarra Ranges National Park 
New Helmeted Honeyeater Site 

Mel Birtchnell, Dan Harley (Zoos Victoria) and I chose O’Shannassy River 
within the Yarra Ranges National Park (NP) as the new location away from 
Yellingbo where a Helmeted Honeyeater population would be established. 
DELWP’s Translocation Evaluation Panel endorsed our choice of site and then 
began numerous planning meetings. The release of 14 captive-bred birds 
occurred late July/early August and the translocation of 18 wild birds from 
Yellingbo NCR happened during the following eight days.  
 

The outcome is promising at this early 
stage. Many thanks to everyone, including 
volunteers who assisted this work. 
Zoos Victoria’s Threatened Species Project Officer, Dr. Dan 
Harley and Helmeted Honeyeater Field Officer, Nick Bradsworth 
will provide updates in future HeHo Heralds on the work to 
establish a Helmeted Honeyeater population at O’Shannassy 
River in Yarra Ranges NP. Nick has kindly provided photos of 
birds at O’Shannassy River for this article. 

 

 

 

Please stay safe and well and I hope the Covid-19 lockdown is not 
extended anymore so that volunteers can again return to Yellingbo NCR. 
Best wishes -Bruce 
 

A supplementary feed station 
adjacent to swamp at Yellibgo 
NCR 2021 release site. 

 Image: B Quin 

O’Shannassy River/Yarra 
Ranges NP release birds: Dark 
Blue/Yellow/Red 

Image: N Bradsworth 

O’Shannassy River/Yarra Ranges NP release 
birds: Dark Blue/Mauve/Yellow  

Image: N Bradsworth 
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By Richard Case 
Seeds and Weeds 
 
 
 
We have had a short but interesting time seed collecting, with two days, 6 June and 15  
August cancelled due to Covid lockdown. 
 
16 May was cold, with snow forecast on the ranges. We went to the upstream side of Young’s Swamp 
on Cockatoo Creek and collected Swamp Gum from the remnants along the fence line, getting a 
decent amount. We worked upstream along the creek, an area we don’t go to often. Picking up some 
rubbish, I disturbed a Brown Tree Frog using a tiny pool in the bag 
as habitat! Here we collected a decent amount of Australian 
Gipsywort, an interesting herb of the floodplain. Little Raven, Bell 
Miner, Brown Thornbill and Grey Shrike-thrush called but few birds 
could be seen except the confiding Grey Fantail. We collected more 
Swamp Gum but surprisingly, no Mountain Swamp Gum, which could 
be seen growing on the other, swampy side of the creek. Wandering 
through the bush, above the creek, we came across a good variety 
of mid-slope species so this may be a good site for seed collection. 
On the way out, we collected Broad-leaved Peppermint from near the 
gate. After lunch, we went for a walk along Woori Yallock Ck and 
collected more Swamp Gum from a fallen tree at Shaw Road 
Wetland. 
Yellingbo was fogbound when I arrived on 11 July. Picking up the 
others, we headed up the valley, the fog becoming less dense and 
eventually clearing to a sunny day. At our first stop we collected 
mainly Bushy Needlewood, an interesting Hakea which always 
attracts the Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos. We also collected 
Dagger, Furze and Yellow Hakeas, and Silver Banksia. After a while 
we moved on to our second stop, a lovely little spot with even less 
traffic than the previous one and a Mistletoebird calling nearby. Here 
we collected the same species except for Furze Hakea and 
additionally, Black Sheoak. Except for one patch, there isn’t a lot of this around so it’s always good to 
get a new source. Some goodies to return for in late Spring – early Summer when the seed is ripe are 
Mealy Stringybark, Heath Wattle, Hop Wattle, Golden Bush-pea and Creeping Bossiaea. After lunch, 
we wandered up the hill along the Carters Lane Track and stopped to collect a good amount from a 
fallen Narrow-leaved Peppermint. Grey Fantails, Brown Thornbills and White-browed Scrubwrens 
kept us company as we worked. We saw an old lightning tree at the edge of the track and looked at 
many things. A perfect end to the day. 

 

 Seeds & Weeds 
Dates 

 

Sunday 19th September  

Sunday 10th October 

Sunday 14th November 

Sunday 12th December 
 

All events start at 9.30am from the 
Nursery, 1217 Macclesfield Rd 

 
All events are automatically cancelled for 
COVID lockdowns and severe or extreme 

weather including winds gusts at or exceeding 
50 kph, thunderstorm, total fire ban and code 
red days. Please check Yarra Glen forecast 
and Bureau of Meteorology warnings at 5pm 

the day before. 
 

* Carpooling may be necessary, please bring a face 
mask and hand sanitiser 
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By Sue Tardif 
A privileged role  

 
 
 
I hope this issue of the HeHo Herald finds you all well and managing OK with the  
ever-changing circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic and the restrictions it brings. In the past 
few months there’s been quite a few times when the opportunity to participate in volunteering at 
Yellingbo toggled between on-again and off-again. As I was taking a deep breath (or two) and 
contemplating how I might re-shuffle and re-organise postponed events again, I opened an email 
from Jo that I’d love to share with you: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
It says it all really. A nice reminder that the benefits of volunteering are very real for individuals, as 
well as the organisation you’re helping. Recent social research, written up in the paper ‘Volunteering 
during the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic’ shows that in general, people who have managed to 
continue volunteering, when they can, feel better than those who have needed to stop. If I ever felt 
that the 2nd, 3rd and sometimes 4th re-shuffling of an event date wasn’t worthwhile, I certainly don’t 
anymore. There’s always enough time for the right things! 
Environmental volunteering can be done anywhere, even in lockdown. For one of our volunteers, it’s 
at the kitchen table. When fungi season was reaching its peak, our volunteers had been out 
recording all sorts of fungi, lichen and moulds. To give the wonderful citizen science community 
within iNaturalist the best opportunity to help identify our observations, we've learnt to also 
photograph the underneath of the fungi. Unless you’re keen to lay down on the damp ground, the 
easiest and safest way to do this 
is to use a mirror, but it can be 
tricky to hold both a mirror and 
your phone at the same time. A 
mirror with a handle would be 
good, wouldn't it? What if we tried 
to make up a couple of our own 
fungi mirrors? "My dad loves to 
tinker with little things like that", 
said Rachel, one of our 
volunteers. "I reckon he’d love to 

“Thank you for another excellent walk. It’s fast becoming my favourite thing to do J. Thanks also 
for helping the kids feel so included, and for actively involving them in the activities. One of my 
goals in schooling the kids this year was to do more ‘noticing and wondering’ in the outdoors, 
along with our nature journaling. Turns out joining the FoHH was the answer to achieving that, 
though I didn’t know it at the time. So thank you for your input, it is appreciated!”  

 

Bruce, tinkering away to create the perfect fungi-gill photographing device!  
  Image: R Potter and S Tardif 
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give it a go”. So, armed with a couple of cheap make-up mirrors and 
extendable back scratchers, Rachel’s dad Bruce got to work with glue and 

screws. A few hours later, voilá! Our own customised fungi mirrors! Fancy contributing to conservation 
from your kitchen tabe like Bruce?  You might be interested in our new iNaturalist project.  

 
As I write, we're in the final stages of working with Angus, Will, Louis and 
Peter who are film students from the SAE Institute. They are creating a 7-
minute documentary of the Friends work, with a working title 'Flight of the 
Honeyeater'. Stay tuned. We'll share this with you on our YouTube channel.   
 
First round offers have been made to 20 tertiary students for the Friends 
inaugural Next Generation of Conservationists Program, 2021. Online 
learning during the COVID-19 pandemic has meant tertiary students have 
largely missed out on critical in-field experiences just as they're looking to 
enter the industry. In less than 4 days, 67 expressions of interest were 
received for a possible 20 places. I’ll be delivering this Program as a 
component of funding received through the Parks Victoria Volunteering 
Innovation Fund (round 1). The seeds of this Program were planted by Amy, 
a FoHH volunteer and member of our Committee of Management who is an 
Honours student in this situation herself. Amy and I are excited about this 
Program. We’ll tell you more next issue. Keep your fingers crossed for us 
that we don't get too many more delays and disruptions to its planning and 
implementation. It's been a ride. 

Would you like to get involved in volunteering? 
 Check ourwebsite at www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/get-involved/come-to-an-event-2/ for ways to participate. 

 

Documentary filming in progress 
Image: S Tardif 

We’ve created our own iNaturalist project,Yellingbo 
and surrounds, to record observations from volunteer 
surveys. Over 440 species have been recorded from 

1,235 observations. 22 FoHH volunteers are 
supported with identifications from 207 iNaturalist 

naturalists/scientists who don’t even need to step into 
Yellingbo to lend a hand! 

  
Our FoHH community can make a significant 
contribution online to support on-the-ground 

surveys. Perhaps, you can too?  
If you would like to join in, sign up at 

www.inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/yellingbo-and-
surrounds 

Thank you, Bruce! 
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By Melanie Birtchnell 
Coordinator’s Column 
 
 
 
 

7 September 2021 marks another National Threatened Species Day. 
Why 7 September? This date is the anniversary of the death of the last 
Tasmanian Tiger at Hobart Zoo in 1936. Since then (and prior), many 

Australian species have gone extinct – Australia holds the worst mammal extinction rate of any 
country and our south-east Australian woodland birds are amongst the most threatened of any group 
of birds on the planet! National Threatened Species Day is a reminder for us all to reflect on 
Australia’s extinction record and unite in protecting those species still in existence. Your support of 
our work is part of the solution: as well as helping ensure the future for the Helmeted Honeyeater and 
its ecosystems, the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater have a broad and comprehensive suite of 
projects to increase awareness of threatened species conservation, improve land stewardship, 
collect citizen science data, and expand habitat. The nursery is busily propagating more than 15,000 
plants for our own projects alone and many tens of thousands of plants more for projects across the 
broader landscape. Thank you for your support! 
You will read in Bruce Quin’s ‘Out in the Field’ column there have been two exciting releases this 
winter, ahead of the commencement of breeding season! The first releases were at a new site in the 
Upper Yarra catchment, away from Yellingbo, which supports wonderful vegetation structure, reliable 
rainfall and a host of other attributes that convinced Bruce, Dan Harley (Zoos Victoria) and me the 
site would be a good location for a translocation of Helmeted Honeyeaters. We consulted many 
people on various aspects, including genetics, of the translocation and all bode well. The released 
birds are going well, with strong site fidelity, and a ‘little birdie’ just mentioned there might even be 
signs at the new site of nest building! What a great result! Congratulations to everyone involved, 
particularly Bruce and Dan who coordinated efforts at Yellingbo and the release site. It was a huge 
effort by many to trap, breed in captivity, health check, transport, release and support the 
translocated birds. Closer to home, the second release this winter was into the habitat off Ewen 
Road, at the southern end of Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve, purchased with funds from the 
Judith Eardley Save Wildlife Association (now Together4Wildlife). Thank you to Peter Hannaford for 
his significant contributions to the Helmeted Honeyeater recovery and his support of the Friends of 
the Helmeted Honeyeater. The habitat at the Ewen Road/JESWA site is looking great – thickets of 
Prickly Currant-bush will provide great nesting habitat and shelter; towering Manna Gums and 
Swamp Gums beside a series of swamps and the Woori Yallock Creek provide excellent foraging 
habitat. Great rainfall over the past two years has helped the vegetation flourish at the site. 
Comprehensive deer control efforts by Parks Victoria within the Reserve, and Gaye Gadsden’s 
Beyond Yellingbo project on freehold property adjacent to the Reserve, have reduced the grazing 
pressure considerably, evidenced by recovery of the shrub layer. Finally, the Friends of the Helmeted 

Hello friends! 
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Honeyeater have undertaken habitat restoration at the site with support from Melbourne Water; most 
recently 10,000 plants funded by Zoos Victoria’s Totes for Wildlife campaign were largely planted by 
the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority’s Working for Victoria teams 
owing to COVID-19 restrictions that prevented volunteer planting days. 
 
 
Now, more than ever, it is challenging to donate time. Perhaps you would like to support our work by 
making a financial contribution? The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater has a new donation 
platform via GiveNow. It now only takes 3 easy steps to donate: 
 

  

 
 
 
I have been touched by the generosity of people during this time – every donation is greatly 
appreciated and supports our vital work. Recently, I was delighted to see a donation made to the 
Friends: a donation gift and e-card to a father/grandfather in lieu of a traditional birthday present! 
Such a wonderful gift – one that gives many, many times over!  
As Father’s Day and Threatened Species Day approach, you might like to consider giving a donation 
to the Friends and sending an e-card to your loved one, via our GiveNow donation page. You can 
make a one-off donation or pledge a regular monthly amount. You also can support us by registering 
interest in volunteer opportunities (when available), purchasing our beautiful merchandise, or 
learning more about our special organisation. As well, our Facebook page is lively and full of 
interesting content: please follow us on Facebook and share our stories with your Facebook friends! 
Finally, my great-grandmother used to sing: ‘Spring has sprung, the grass has ris, I wonder where 
the birdies is?’ – they’re out building nests! I’m so looking forward to getting back out into the 
Reserve and supporting our volunteers to help plant habitat of the future, just one of many ways we 
can play our part in protecting this threatened species (and others) 
from extinction. 
 
  

Make an easy, 
secure donation 

Click on the  
Give Now link 

Scan this QR 
code to link to 

our Donate page 
 

3 easy steps to donating 

1 

2 

3 

 

Sensational Spring wishes -Mel 
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By Michelle Faram 
Nursery News  
 
 
 
The nursery team had been very busy over the past few months propagating  
and producing lots of new plants, preparing and packing lots of plant orders and  
getting plenty of maintenance tasks done.  
 

Unfortunately, the weather curtailed our progress, a number of volunteer 
days were lost due to the issuing of severe weather warnings, which 
meant the nursery was forced to close. It was very fortunate no one was 
at the nursery because at some point, during the wild windstorm which 
devastated parts of Victoria including the Dandenongs, a large Swamp 
Gum uprooted. Somehow the tree missed all our important infrastructure, 
including the nursery and our new seed storage building, and landed 
across our picnic area. Damage was caused to our garden, a picnic 
table, and several other trees, which had to be removed. In a later storm 
further trees came down also missing the nursery. Lachlan, our Parks 
Victoria Ranger, was awesome in promptly getting the mess made safe 
and cleared away by the Parks works crew. 
After the wild weather, life at the nursery 
resumed. Then Covid restrictions returned, 
and it was back to masks and a restriction 
on the number of people onsite. It was very 
difficult to tell some of the eager volunteers 
that they couldn’t come in. Further tougher 
restrictions have again derailed everyone’s 

plans and it is back to no volunteers at all. Shirley, Marita and I are 
endeavoring to keep up with all that work that needs to be done and are 
hoping that the lockdown doesn’t continue for too much longer. We are 
really looking forward to the return of wonderful vollies. 
In a sign that spring is near, Grevillea alpina, Epacris impressa, 
Tetratheca ciliata, Stackhousia monogyna, Pultenaea hispidula, 
Brachyscome multifida, Chrysocephalum semipapposum among others 
are beginning to flower. A beautiful selection of our finest butterfly and 
insect-attracting plants were destined for National Tree Day in Cardinia 
Council schools. This has also been put on hold for now but will 
hopefully resume when schools restart.  
 

Storm damage near the nursery 
Image: M Faram 

 

Flowering seedlings ready for schools 
Image: M Faram 
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By Dorothy Scott 
Beyond Yellingbo- the end of the first chapter 

  
 
 
The first four years of the Beyond 
Yellingbo initiative have been a 
stunning success. With the 
retirement of Gaye Gadsden, our 
project officer, the first chapter of 
what we hope will be a long-term 
program of habitat extension and 
restoration along the waterways 
flowing into, and from, the Yellingbo 
Nature Conservation Reserve, comes 
to an end. 
Commencing in 2017 with a grant for a part-time project officer from the Helen McPherson 
Smith Trust (later supplemented by the Australian Communities Foundation), the project was 
originally called From Yellingbo to Butterfield. It was a return to an original mission of the 
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, that of engaging private landowners to create habitat, 
now an imperative due to the expanding number of birds. The idea germinated from 
conversations Alan Clayton and I had with Bob Anderson and Sue Tardif – “let’s start with the 
landholders along the 7.5 km stretch of the Woori Yallock Creek from Yellingbo to Butterfield 
Reserve” they told us.  
A Saturday morning meeting over coffee in the Emerald Bakery with representatives from 
local Landcare Groups saw the seed of this idea grow into a collective vision, generating 
enthusiasm and collaboration that has gone from strength to strength over the four years. It 
has been my honour to chair the steering committee for the project, consisting of: Alan 
Clayton and Marita Hanigan (FoHH), Jenny Lyndon (John’s Hill Landcare), Bill Incoll 
(Monbulk Landcare), Ron Sawyer and Judith Dinsdale (Macclesfield Landcare), and Isabel 
Ebsworth (YRC). I thank them all for their contribution. 
It was our great fortune to secure Gaye Gadsden as our project officer. Drawing on her 
immense understanding of conservation, her local knowledge and her extraordinary gift for 
engaging even reluctant landowners, Gaye adopted an approach which has been 
successful beyond our expectations. Attracting high praise from conservationists across the 
country, including Dr Sally Box, the federal Threatened Species Commissioner, the key to 
success has been bringing small groups of neighbours together. At these gatherings, initially 

Retiring project officer, Gaye Gadsen, established Beyond Yellingo project 
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hosted by local Landcare members over a delicious morning tea at their home, Gaye would 
unfold her huge map of the immediate area and tell her compelling story. So began many 
“conservation conversations”. Through these social networks, and by “cold calling” at 
properties, the number of landowners participating in the project grew - and grew! Gaye 
listened respectfully to each landholder’s vision for their property, and with funding from 
Melbourne Water and elsewhere, she co-ordinated on-ground works such as weed 
management, fencing waterways, feral animal control, and revegetation. Guided by a Five 
Year Plan, Beyond Yellingbo has now engaged landholders on 91 properties.  
During these tough times of the pandemic, a lively What’s App group has kept the 
landowners connected. Despite the challenges in 2020-21, habitat improvements were 
made on 62 properties, including weed control in 72.4ha of bushland on 35 properties, pest 
animal control across 33 properties covering 438.6ha, and revegetation of 2.3ha on 3 
properties. Almost $130,000 worth of on-ground works were implemented, with most funding 
leveraged through DELWP Biodiversity Response Planning Funding (Birds to Butterfield 
program). 

In March this year, the landholders came together, sharing lunch in the Yellingbo Nature 
Conservation Reserve and seeing Helmeted Honeyeaters, the first time for most people. We 
look forward to the day when we can come together again under the trees to thank Gaye for 
her exceptional leadership of Beyond Yellingbo, and to celebrate the next exciting chapter in 
the life of this ground-breaking initiative. You can revisit Gaye’s work establishing this project 
and the impact of habitat restoration on local landowners in the short film Yellingbo to 
Butterfield. You can find the video and more details on the Friends of the Helmeted webpage 
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/about-us/projects-and-partnerships/ 
  

 

 

Helmeted Honeyeaters already light up the world the members of FoHH, but 
thanks to artist, Renate Crow, our little bird was also lighting up the world of 

Belgrave residents too while this impressive artwork was on display at the White 
Deer shoe shop. Renate created the remarkable Heho sculptural lantern with 

the support of a Yarra Ranges Council grant. If you are interested in the creative 
process, you can watch a video Renate produced along the way- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuC4QRuvzOw 
 

Image: J Dickinson  

Lighting up our World 
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Kids & Conservation    
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Robert Rogers Sue Tardif Kudzaishe Mavende Kerry Dawborn Jaclyn Birtchnell 
Ritchies Stores Georgina Lewis U3A Anne Taylor Marielle Soni Phillipa Jelbart 
Ian Whyte Strathcona Girls Grammer DH Parris Myer Foundation Wesley College 
Gretchen Szabat Danielle Peipert Jess McCaughey Katherine Hamer Alastair Davey 
Robert Hine Martin Fothergill Cathy Humphreys Virginia Wallace Stephen Powell  

  

 

FoHH would like to acknowledge the 
ongoing support from Yarra Ranges 
Shire for printing and distribution of 

the Heho Herald. 

If you shop at IGA, you can nominate 
FoHH on your Community Benefits 
Card and 0.5% of your shopping 

docket will be directed to us. 

Heho Supporters 
 

 

Donations are very important to us and help support the 
variety of conservation activities FoHH undertakes for our 

special bird. So our thanks go to the generosity of... 

 

Our young conservationists can also 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of 

Victoria’s emblems. Share Hope’s 
story to save her swampy home or 

Arwyn’s journey to protect her forest 
friends. These beautifully illustrated 

digi-books are free to download. You 
can even learn how to develop your 
conservation storytelling skills from 

the author and illustrator in an online 
webinar. 

 

Download digi-books 
https://tinyurl.com/ynsupep6 

Learn to write your own 
conservation stories 

https://tinyurl.com/shjbrtdp  
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Contacts 
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Office & Nursery 
Address 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139  
Post PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139 
p) 5964 8341  
e) info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au  
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 

Committee Members 
President Alan Clayton e) president@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Vice President Gretchen 
Szabat Secretary Stephen Garth e) secretary@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Treasurer 
Suzanne Cox e) treasurer@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au General Members Robin Young, 
Sue Bendel, Richard Case, Virginia Wallace and Amy Gregorovich 

Support roles 
DELWP Ornithologist Bruce Quin Seeds and Weeds Coordinator Richard Case Nursery 
Manager Michelle Faram e) plantnursery@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Volunteer 
Coordinator Sue Tardif e) friendsvolunteer1989@gmail.com Environmental Coordinator 
Melanie Birtchnell e) environmentalcoordinator@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Yellingbo to 
Butterfield Project Gaye Gadsden e) dave989gaye@bigpond.com Webmaster Stephen 
Garth e) webmaster@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Merchandise Sue Bendel Fundraising 
Coordinator Dorothy Scott e) dorothy@avonsfield.com.au Newsletter Editor Melanie 
Treweek Dunn e) newsletter@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Landcare Facilitator Anne 
Fitzpatrick m) 0488 766 113 e) facilitator@yrl.org.au 
 
 

FoHH respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People as the Traditional Custodians of the lands 
known as Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. We recognise their continuing connection to 
land, water and wildlife and pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 


