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President’s Report 
 
 
 
One of the iconic programmes of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater,  
one that is often featured in the He Ho Herald, is our Beyond Yellingbo initiative. 
This commenced as the Yellingbo to Butterfield project – involving liaison with landholders with 
properties abutting the Woori Yallock Creek between the southern boundary of the Yellingbo Nature 
Conservation Area (YNCA) and Butterfield Reserve near Monbulk – and has incrementally expanded 
to a five-year programme to similarly engage with landholders whose properties abut other streams 
that flow in and out of the YNCA. 
This has been a spectacularly successful initiative that has protected more than 309 hectares of 
high-quality wildlife habitat on private land through weed and pest control and restored over 15.5 
hectares of degraded habitat and converted more than 7 hectares of former pastureland into quality 
habitat. It has been hailed by the former federal Threatened Species Commissioner, Dr Sally Box, as 
one of the preeminent initiatives of its type in the country. It is one that has not only led to an 
engagement with landholders on 91 properties – and enabled significant on-ground works, including 
weed management, fencing of waterways, pest animal control and revegetation on these properties – 
but one that has helped foster a spirit of community and cohesion among the participants. This was – 
and still is – important in a period of covid-enforced isolation (assisted by a lively Whatsapp group) 
with ongoing sharing of ideas and responses to requests for information and support. What, perhaps, 
has not received such prominence and attention is the governance structure that oversees this 
initiative. This is a Steering Committee, chaired by Dorothy Scott from the Friends of the Helmeted  
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Honeyeater, that has representatives from three Landcare groups – Johns Hill, Macclesfield and 
Monbulk – with the Friends also being represented by Marita Hanigan and myself.  Both the initial 
facilitator of this programme, Gaye Gadsden, and the current facilitator, Helen Corney, have 
acknowledged the power of this Steering Committee as a sounding board and gentle guide to their 
work. This is chiefly through the range of technical knowledge and an understanding of the area and 
community dynamics that is brought to bear by the representatives on the Steering Committee.   
Quite recently this collaboration has been taken to a new level. This is the formation of a new 
Landcare Network – the Nangana Landcare Network – that will provide a vehicle for expanded 
activities, alongside and supportive of, the Beyond Yellingbo programme. It includes the groups 
represented on the Steering Committee along with two additional groups. The new Landcare Network 
takes its name from the parish of Nangana, that some readers may be aware of from land title 
documents, and which covers essentially the same area as the Beyond Yellingbo initiative. The 
membership of the Nangana Landcare Network is: 

• Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater; 
• Johns Hill Landcare Group; 
• Macclesfield Landcare Group; 
• Monbulk Landcare Group; 
• Cardinia Hills Ragwort and Landcare Group; and  
• Yarra Valley Equestrian Landcare Group 

One initiative that this new Landcare Network has taken up is working in partnership with the Greater 
Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust (GMCT) in relation to the extension to the Emerald Cemetery.  
Recently the GMCT purchased some 25 acres of land contiguous with the existing Emerald 
Cemetery (originally named Nangana Cemetery) which could effectively double the size of the 
existing cemetery. Our hope for the partnership with GMCT is that there can be full protection of the 
landscape down to Macclesfield Creek, an enhancement of the existing native habitat with the goal 
that the expanded cemetery will be one of the most ecologically sensitive in the country. 
 

Farewell to Melanie Birtchnell  
The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater have been richly blessed with a series of quite extraordinary 
Environmental Coordinators. Dr Melanie Birtchnell, known to everyone as ‘Mel’, is truly in this 
tradition. Most of our Environmental Coordinators have been with us for two to four years and then 
move on to other areas within the environment movement. Mel has recently announced an intention to 
resign and pursue other activities after three years in the role. They have been very eventful years 
with much of the period coinciding with the pandemic meaning that Mel had to juggle her role with 
the challenges of home-schooling during periods of lockdown. 
Mel came to us as an established and highly regarded ecologist. The insights from this knowledge 
and experience have been brought to bear with great effect in many aspects of the work of the 
Friends group. The major umbrella group guiding the ongoing strategy and operations of moving the 
status of the Helmeted Honeyeater from that of ‘critically endangered’ to one of ongoing, secure, 
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By Bruce Quin 

sustainability in the wild has been the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Team. It has a number of sub-
committees. One of these was the Habitat sub-committee. Unfortunately, for a number of reasons, 
this had rarely been convened for a number of years. Mel took on the role of chairing this sub-
committee and transformed it into an active and vibrant element of the operations of the Recovery 
Team.   
The tangible contribution and ongoing legacy of this role, and its practical and operational impact 
upon on-ground activities, has been enormous. Mel’s insights into ecological structures – particularly 
the importance of mid-storey elements – has significantly transformed the nature of habitat restoration 
practice and been taken up and adopted by groups such as Greening Australia. Mel has worked 
closely with our Yellingbo Ranger, Simon Dent, and Area Manager, Jack Dinkgreve, in completing a 
comprehensive and sophisticated habitat restoration plan for the YNCA. As well, she shared with our 
ornithologist, Bruce Quin, and Dan Harley from Zoos Victoria, the arduous and time-consuming task 
of investigating potential sites of suitable habitat that may be capable of sustaining viable 
populations of Helmeted Honeyeaters outside of Yellingbo.   
Mel has contributed to the work of the Friends in many other ways. She is an engaging speaker and 
has presented on the work of the Friends to scientific and community events. Mel developed close 
relationships with a number of local schools in the incremental development of our Ambassador 
programme and undertook the development work for a number of new initiatives including the ‘Give 
Now’ programme.   
We will miss Mel, but her legacy will live on. Thankyou from us all. An event to farewell Mel will be 
held at the Depot Shed (entrance from Shield Road) from 11.30 am on Wednesday 6 April 2022.    
 
 

Out in the Field 

 
 
Out in the Field  
In the previous edition of HeHo Herald I wrote of numerous factors apparently impacting on the 
breeding output by Helmeted Honeyeaters during the 2021/2022 breeding season. The unsettled 
weather, level of predation of nest contents, number of abandoned eggs and unwell birds were 
anticipated to decrease during the last few months of the 2021/2022 Helmeted Honeyeater breeding 
season. While the number of windy and rainy days has declined, other factors mentioned have 
continued to be present, but there are some positive outcomes to focus on! 
 
@ Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve  
Breeding Season 2021/22 
35 breeding territories and 38 fledglings have been confirmed to date for the 2021/2022 Helmeted 
Honeyeater breeding season. The final figures will be far less than corresponding numbers for the 
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previous breeding season (43 breeding pairs and 74 fledglings) when the current breeding season 
finishes. One pair has shifted its territory mid-season and so the number of breeding pairs is 34. At 
the time of writing this article, two nests with nestlings and one nest with eggs were known, but other 
nests may be active. It is difficult to isolate the reasons for the markedly decreased breeding output 
by Helmeted Honeyeaters during the 2021/2022 breeding season, compared to the last few breeding 
seasons. I have looked back at breeding season data for the previous La Nina weather pattern years 
of 2010 to 2012. Those factors mentioned in the first paragraph of this article were present during 
those breeding seasons in the 2010-2012 period, but the La Nina was much more intense than the 
current La Nina weather pattern. I am inclined to think that Helmeted Honeyeater predators have 
presumably had very successful breeding seasons during the past few years, and habitat changes, 
such as mid-storey thinning at some sites, may be involved. 
 
Genetic Rescue 
Approximately one third (11) of the breeding pairs confirmed for the 2021/2022 breeding season 
contain at least one genetic rescue bird and about one third of the 38 fledglings (12) produced to 
date are from pairs with at least one genetically diverse bird. Seven of the 11 pairs containing genetic 
rescue birds have produced the 12 fledglings. Genetic rescue of the Yellingbo population which 
commenced with the 2019 releases of birds from captivity is making steady progress. 
 
Unhatched Eggs 
The number of unhatched eggs that have been collected from abandoned nests during the 
2021/2022 breeding season to date is 17. 
 As reported in the previous HeHo Herald, seven of these eggs were ‘rescued’ because each may 
have contained a potentially viable embryo; from these ‘rescues’ one backcross fledgling was raised 
in captivity by foster parent Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters. All unhatched eggs will be subjected to a 
necropsy to determine whether they were fertile, and if so, at what stage did the embryo die. Six 
unhatched eggs without visible embryo development are from one pair and if this pattern continues, 
their eggs will be substituted for captive eggs, where practicable. 
 

 
 

 
 
Abandoned Helmeted Honeyeater 
eggs in their nest (right) and being 
prepared for freezer storage before 
its necropsy (left) 
 

 
 

Image: B Quin 
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By Nick Bradsworth 

2021 Release of Birds from Captivity 
The 2021 release of birds from Zoos Victoria’s captive population into Yellingbo Nature Conservation 
Reserve has gone extremely well with nine of the 10 birds released on 6th August (2021) still 
accounted for six months post-release. The only bird lost was a male Helmeted Honeyeater who 
succumbed to advanced Aspergillosis, a fungal respiratory infection. A hybrid male was successfully 
treated by Veterinary staff at Healesville Sanctuary’s Australian Wildlife Health Centre (AWHC) for a 
severe mouth lesion. Three breeding pairs have formed and both members of two pairs are captive-
bred hybrid birds. The third breeding pair comprises a male Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 
(gippslandicus) from Noojee State Forest and a female Helmeted Honeyeater who dispersed from 
downstream. Two of the three pairs have produced one fledgling, while one of the hybrid pairs has 
produced two fledglings. The gippslandicus male may have bred at Noojee State Forest before 
being collected, but the other five birds have bred successfully in their first breeding season and that 
season being the first after they were hatched (and so breeding at a relatively early age).  
 
Helmeted Honeyeater health issues 
A small number of birds have become unwell during the 2021/2022 breeding season and while two 
have been successfully treated at AWHC - one suspected Aspergillosis case; one mouth lesion case 
– two have also succumbed to these health issues and a third bird that could not be trapped is also 
suspected to have died because of Aspergillosis. The spate of Aspergillosis and mouth lesion cases, 
the latter not previously recorded in wild Helmeted Honeyeaters but seen in captive Helmeted 
Honeyeaters, is thought to have been associated with the persistently wet weather prevalent during 
August to November last year. 
 
 
 
 

Translocation News 

 
 
 
@O’Shannassy River, Yarra Ranges National Park  
It has been a lovely, often hot summer at the O’Shannassy Catchment release site. Helmeted 
Honeyeaters have been foraging in the canopy of the 30+ metre manna gums, Eucalyptus viminalis, 
for insects and lerp. With abundant natural food, their interest in the supplementary food has been 
limited - it is great to see them so comfortable in their environment. 
There are currently 21 birds on site. You might notice this is an increase from the 19 birds estimated 
in the last report. In late November, we had a male (originally translocated from Yellingbo) return after 
several months away exploring. It has been so great to have him back on site!  

Please stay safe and healthy and many thanks in advance for your 
assistance to the Recovery Program during 2022 -Bruce 
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By Richard Case 

The second bird, I’m pleased to report, is a fledgling from one of the 
older females in the release group. Following some unsuccessful 
attempts, she has finally had a successful nest and appears to be very 
proud. The fledgling is very strong, responding to alarm calls well, and 
persistently nagging mum and dad for food – these are all good signs! 
There doesn’t appear to be any other nesting females at present, as we 
near the end of the season.  

 
We are preparing for the next release of 
captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters to 
O’Shannassy in Autumn. The final number 
of birds to be released has yet to be determined, but it will likely be 
around 25 individuals. Birds will again be fitted with VHF radio-
transmitters and microchips to support post-release monitoring. I’m 
looking forward to the next release and having more HeHos to share the 
beautiful O’Shannassy Catchment with! 
 
 

 
 

Seeds and Weeds 
 
 
 
Returning at last to activity, here is our story of seed collecting. The December day  
started off clear and still, full of expectancy after so long away. We went to the JESWA  
3.2Ha, a wonderful reveg area which is providing us with a great deal of seed. Lots of birds were 
calling, including migrants such as Rufous Whistler, Rufous Fantail, Sacred Kingfisher, Olive-backed 
Oriole, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and Fan-tailed Cuckoo. We looked for Prickly Moses but it was mostly 
too green. We also collected a small amount of Hemp Bush, a good amount of Woolly Tea-tree and a 
large amount of Swamp Paperbark. After lunch, we returned and continued. Walking along a vehicle 
track with a base of coarse rocks, we saw heaps of Grass Skinks darting in and out of gaps in the 
hot, sun-warmed rocks. We didn’t see any when we walked the same track at 10.00am, although it 
was already warm by then. Nearby we collected a bag full of Silver Wattle, which should do us for the 
season. Back at the Nursery, setting up the seed to dry, I saw a Willie Wagtail attacking a Grey 
Fantail nest. I said a few words to it which should have made it blush and walked towards it, which 
was enough to scare it away. For now. The evening was finished by collecting a good amount of 
Golden Tip from the nearby garden bed. 

Fledgling resting in the undergrowth.  
Image: N Bradsworth 

Fledgling being fed by mum.  
Image: N Bradsworth 
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By Michelle Faram 

 
I had to cancel the January day due to a covid close contact. 
Many of us will have similar stories. In February we went to Three 
Bridges, a site I don’t remember collecting from before. A tiny 
swamp, filled with all sorts of interesting plants, with much drier 
plants such as Broad-leaved Peppermint on the slopes and a 
1970’s plantation downstream. We started by collecting Prickly 
Currant-bush, one we never seem to have enough of. Next in the 
bag was Swamp Gum followed by Tassel Sedge, Tall Sedge and 
Woolly Tea-tree. And while the gumboots were still on, we 
headed upstream to Cocky Swamp where we collected more 
Tassel Sedge and smaller amounts of Tassel Cord-rush, Woolly 
Tea-tree and Manuka. In the warm swampy water, there were lots 
of tadpoles but I’m afraid I didn’t try to identify them. After lunch, 
we headed down to Parslow’s Bridge. The water was low and 
clearer than usual. We collected Muttonwood and heaps of Tree 
Violet. From here it was back to Shaw Rd for “the catch of the 
day”, Late Black Wattle. I thought I’d missed this one but we 
found it retained on a few trees which was great because we 
haven’t been able to collect it for a while. Trying to extend my 
luck, we headed on to McColl’s Swamp North for Austral Indigo, 
but I really was too late for that one. Better luck next year. 

 
 

Nursery News  
 
 
 
 
It is now the height of summer and with February nearly at an end it is the second  
year in a row the nursery staff have not had to stress about a lack of rainfall and low  
stocks of tank water. March can be among our driest months but as the days of intense heat begin to 
disappear as the sun passes lower through the sky and the days begin to shorten this generally 
means we need to water less. There have been the usual hiccups with mud clogging the water 
system and broken parts but it has been quite a relief to be able to concentrate on other tasks 
throughout this year’s spring and summer and we have been making the most of the milder 
conditions. We have been paying particular attention from the start of spring to ensure we will have 
lots of plants for sales, orders and the revegetation projects already locked in for 2022. Despite the 
covid restrictions, lock downs and the lockout of nursery volunteers from August until the end of 
November our nursery team managed to produce approximately 98,500 plants from 1 January 2021 

 

 Seeds & Weeds 
Dates 

 

Sunday 20th March 
Sunday 10th April 
Sunday 15th May 

Sunday 26th June 
 

All events start at 9.30am from the 
Nursery, 1217 Macclesfield Rd 

 
All events are automatically cancelled for COVID 

restrictions and severe weather including winds gusts at or 
exceeding 50 kph, thunderstorm, total fire ban and code 

red days. Please check Yarra Glen forecast and Bureau of 
Meteorology warnings at 5pm the day before. 

 
* All volunteers must be double 

vaccinated.  
Carpooling may be necessary, please bring a face 

mask and hand sanitiser 
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to the 31 December 2021, an amazing effort which easily surpassed last year’s low annual production 
figures of 60,000, seriously disrupted by Covid, and our previous best of 94,000 a few years ago. 
Production wise we have continued to maintain the high rate of plant production into 2022. 
 

 
The number of volunteers attending the nursery remains positive despite everyone’s new found 
freedoms and the good weather has meant we have been able to spread out around the nursery 
getting lots of clean-up work done outside, from weeding, pruning, dividing and the repotting of older 
stock to sorting washing and recycling of returned tubes, crates, pots and trays. 
While revegetation planting is not usually undertaken in summer, the past couple of years through 
necessity and due to great conditions has seen lots of planting along creek lines and in the swamps 
at Yellingbo, including 10,000 to the wetlands below the nursery and more recently 7,000 plants have 
been taken from the nursery to be planted by contractors at Haining Farm and apparently are looking 
very happy in their new home. 
 
It is not always hard work at the nursery and in late January we took time out to celebrate the extra 
special birthday of one of our much loved and treasured volunteers, Ruth. 
 

 

 
Happy Birthday 
Ruth! Elaine, 
Shirley and Pam 
celebrating Ruth’s 
90th birthday. 

 
 

Images: M Faram 
 

There is not a lot of plants in 
flower around the nursery at the 
moment but some species that 
have completed their flowering 
are putting on a great show with 
their interesting seed capsules 
and fruits like, Clematis aristata 

(left) and Polyscias 
sambucifolia, (right). 

 
Images: M Faram 
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By Sue Tardif & Amy Gregorovich 
A privileged role  

 
 
After the all too familiar postponing and re-jigging of volunteering  
events in January due to COVID, it’s been enjoyable, and a bit of  
a relief, to get feet on the ground as the 2022 year progressed. It’s still challenging times, as we all 
navigate the pandemic, however, if you’ve missed our first events, there’s lots planned in the months to 
come for our citizen science program. Our ‘Next Gen of Conservationists Program’ participants have hit 
the ground (yeah!) and together we are looking at ways to extend their participation. There are also 
some exciting opportunities planned to bring the FoHH’s different program and participant groups, 
together. Helen Corney and I have two morning events planned in coming months for Beyond Yellingbo 
and FoHH volunteers/members. Keep watching our e-News Friends Volunteer Update and the FoHH 
website Events page for details. Before I hand over to Amy Gregorovich to report on some of the work, 
she and I have been involved with lately in Yellingbo Nature Conservation Area (YNCA*), I want to 
acknowledge and pay tribute to the work Mel Birtchnell has contributed to the FoHH. Mel has now 
stepped down from the Environmental Coordinator role, but from day one, Mel was a friendly face and 
had a genuinely warm welcome for anyone. As someone who has held the Environmental Coordinator 
position in the past myself, I know it’s a role where there’s a huge amount to learn about the Reserve, 
the species it protects and the FoHH history and present. The role reflects on this, whilst working toward 
the future. Timeframes for habitat restoration and engaging groups in education are long. YNCA and 
FoHH will benefit from the legacy Mel leaves. Thank you, Mel.     

 
Iconic species like the Helmeted Honeyeater may be at the forefront of our 
conservation efforts here in Yellingbo, but there are always other things to 

be found! On 10 February, the ‘Next Gen of Conservationists’ program participants were given a mini 
masterclass on frog monitoring by James Frazer from Melbourne Water. 
We discussed all things related to the importance of citizen science within 
conservation, the complexities of planning revegetation sites, and how to 
best survey an area for frog species. James gave us a run down on the 
key identifying features and calls of frog species found in Yellingbo, such 
as the Striped Marsh Frog and the Eastern Banjo Frog. There was a 
surprise find in one of the swamps at Yellingbo. The Eastern Dwarf Tree 
Frog, Littoria fallax, is a small and very common tree frog found down the 
east coast of Australia in the tropical regions of QLD and NSW. Whilst at 
McColls Swamp, James mentioned how Littoria fallax had been found in 
nearby catchment areas well outside of their natural range. The species is 
commonly called the ‘Banana Box Frog’, being introduced to new areas 
through transport of fresh produce and horticultural goods. James told us 

Over to you, Amy… 
 

Banana Box Frogs, also known as 
Eastern Dwarf Frog Litoria fallax  

Image: S Tardif 
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that the Banana Box Frog had been found in Silvan and wondered how long it would 
be before it turned up in our own patch here at Yellingbo. Frog monitoring following 
warm, dry days isn’t ideal, so hearing, let alone spotting, any frogs set us a 
challenge. And would you believe, in the last few minutes of our survey, we spotted 
not one but four of these little frogs! Will this sun-loving tropical frog survive our cold 
winter? We aren’t sure, but it will be an interesting citizen science project to monitor 
these new residents and their movement over the rest of the year. Our overall 
lesson? Nature is complex, unique and intriguing - with some brilliant citizen 
science apps like Frog Census allowing groups like ours record frog calls and 
contribute to databases used to inform conservation actions. A day well spent I 
say!  
 

 
 
Amy and I are now planning to invite interested Next Gen participants 
plus young people with a passion for conservation in the Yellingbo area to 

work with us in designing a citizen science project that captures frog presence data, whilst they learn 
from us about navigating through the balancing act of meeting multi-agency and funding body 
requirements. The plan is that this group of young people will form a Youth Reference Group (16-30 yo), 
with another ‘task’ of helping us tell the story of their involvement with FoHH and how others can join in 
the fun whilst being active contributors. 
We’ll also be asking for their input into what FoHH currently do, and how we might encourage more 
young people to join. We believe at the FoHH that volunteering is a two-way street. We can assist young 

The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater are grateful for receiving support to facilitate its volunteering opportunities, 
including: 
• The Ross Trust through the Challenge and Change grant in Biodiversity Conservation. 
• The Victorian Government through the 2021 Volunteering Innovation Fund. 
• The Victorian Government through the 2021 Community Volunteer Action Grants. 

• These grants assist a team of volunteers who generously donate their time, skills and knowledge, to make a difference and 
without whom much, much less would happen. 

A final note from Sue 
 

Get involved! Scan to download 

the Frog Census app and record 

frogs in your local area  

Image: S Tardif 
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By Melanie Birtchnell 

people develop, or use, skills and understandings that will 
help them give future employers the real-world examples 
they seek when applying for jobs in the conservation sector. 
Amy will be a conduit for the Youth Reference Group’s input 
and ideas into the FoHH decision-makers – the Committee of 
Management. Aiming high? You betcha! Watch this space! 
I’ll leave you with some images of what has brought smiles to 
our faces as we tread lightly and record the world in YNCA 
over the past couple of months. Enjoy J  

 
 

  

Coordinator’s Column 
 
 

 
The natural world is in a state of constant change – transitions from season to season,  
transitions from one life form to another, transitions in available nesting and foraging resources.  
Of course, being part of nature, humans also experience constant change. Here at the Friends, we are 
in the process of transitioning from one Environmental Coordinator to another. After three years in this 
wonderful role, I am heading off to pursue some other projects. Although I am sad to leave, I am 
delighted to hand the baton on to a new Environmental Coordinator who will find themselves in one of 
the best jobs around! What makes it one of the best jobs? Let me count just some of the ways… 

1. Alan Clayton, a kind, considerate, frank and fearless leader and advocate – an incredible asset to 
this organisation, 

2. a team of diligent, passionate, dedicated and generous staff with whom it is a pleasure and true 
inspiration to work, 

3. Ranger Simon, who brings such fun to work, 

4. adventures with Bruce Quin (DELWP) and Dan Harley (ZV) – some of my cherished memories! 

5. the hard-working, dedicated volunteer Committee of Management and Public Fund Committees, 

6. Richard Case, 

7. working with community to ‘get the job done’, 

8. being mentored by Lizzie Corke OAM, Founder and CEO of the Conservation Ecology Centre 
(CEC) and more recently, Wildlife Wonders – such a privilege to share and learn with Lizzie, 

9. our members, volunteers and supporters, without whom so much of our impact could not be 
realised, 

* Yellingbo Nature Conservation Area is the official new name for 
Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve.  
 

Image: S Tardif 
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10. the helping hands of my husband, Steve, and three children, Mahli, Ruby and Jahn, who moved 
many thousands of plants from the nursery to various planting sites and enjoyed themselves so 
thoroughly, 

11. the people who make great the organisations and agencies with which we work, including the 
Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Team and Yarra4Life Committee, 

12. our brilliant indigenous nursery, 

13. transforming landscapes, one seedling at a time, 

14. helping Simon Dent and Jack Dinkgreve (Parks Victoria) finalise the Habitat Restoration Plan for 
Yellingbo, 

15. the Helmeted Honeyeaters themselves – part of an incredibly fragile and vulnerable ecosystem, 
they are a colourful and cheeky reminder of what we need to conserve and support, 

16. our supportive funding partners, who believe so strongly in what we are achieving and work 
closely with us to help us do great things,  

17. Mel Treweek, who volunteers to bring you this Herald every quarter,  

18. welcoming visitors to Yellingbo Nature Conservation Area and witnessing their transformation as 
they immerse themselves in the natural world and learn about ecosystems, threatened species, 
habitat and hope, 

19. taking people back to a planting site to show them the 15cm seedling they planted that now 
towers above their head and soon, most likely, will be part of a site that supports threatened 
species, 

20. trust and flex, 

21. creative space to explore ecological theories, including via projects like 
today’s soil testing with Dr Mary Cole, 

22. sharing the Friends’ success stories at symposia, fora, public talks, 
webinars and more, 

23. assisting the Helmeted Honeyeater Specific Needs Analysis, including 
via a small technical working group, 

24. workshopping large collaborative projects and advocating for the 
Friends’ involvement, 

25. our generous donors – every dollar truly makes a difference. Thank you! 

26. working with wonderful fellow scientists: Neville Walsh, Professor Paul 
Sunnucks, Dr Joe Greet, Dr Mary Cole, Rachel Pritchard and others – I 
have learnt so much from you all, 

27. making meaningful contributions to the recovery efforts, from grassroots 
activities to academic projects – applied and theoretical contributions, 

Dr Mary Cole testing soil 
Image: M Birtchnell 
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Helping a Heho    
 

28. hearing groups of disengaged teenagers spontaneously start up a chant whilst planting out an 
area. One day it was ‘we’re saving the world’. Indeed! 

29. the many, many friends I have made and relationships I have strengthened during my time in this 
role…, 

30. and so much more! 
Needless to say, this is not a goodbye - it is another transition. As I leave this role with the Friends, I 
look forward to new ways of supporting the Friends: in my future roles, as a volunteer, a donor…there 
are so many opportunities. Most especially, I look forward to supporting the new Environmental 
Coordinator as they transition into their new role; I’m excited to see what passions and visions they 
bring. Thank you to each of you for being part of my time with the Friends and supporting, in 
whatever way you can, our wonderful work. In the words of one of my greatest inspirations, Dr Jane 
Goodall: ‘Every individual matters. Every individual has a role to play. Every individual makes a 
difference.’ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Organic cotton 

Kid’s Tees  

 

 
Sweet autumnal changes -Mel 
 

Donate  

 
 
 

Donations can be made 
through our website on a 

new donation platform 
GiveNow 

 

You can also support our 
work by choosing gifts 
from our beautiful new 

online shop. 

Scan to donate 

 

Scan to shop 

 

Purchase  

 
 
 

Must-have Merch! 

 Needing something gorgeous for 
nature-loving mums this Mothers’ Day? 
Or something super cool for a young 

conservationist in your life?  
Our new merchandise has your back! 

 

FSC Certified 

bamboo brooch  

 



 

 
 14 

Kids & Conservation    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our young conservationists 

have five native animal species 

to choose from in these 

colouring pages. The 

illustrations are the cutest ever, 

by Winnie Zhou from Ginnie 

and Pinney, featuring the 

Helmeted Honeyeater, with its 

wildlife buddies the Echidna, 

Wombat, Kangaroo and Koala. 

 

You’ll find them on our 
Kids and Conservation 

website. Scan and 
download here.  

 

Why not try your hand at being an 

illustrator too? Get creative and draw 

a Helmeted Honeyeater, add some 

feathers to make the distinctive helmet 

and ear tufts. You could use feathers 

you find outside, some yellow rafia or 

ribbon, or draw them on! 

 

Ginnie and Pinney are award-winning children’s book writers and 
illustrators. We are very grateful to them for helping us spread the word 
about the Helmeted Honeyeater and its bushland companions in such a 
creative way. These colouring pages were prepared for the Children’s 
program to be held at the same time as our Art Exhibition late last year. 

 

We’d love to see a photo of your artwork and publish it on our Kids & Conservation 
page!  Please ask mum or dad if they can email it to Sue 

friendsvolunteer1989@gmail.com. Just let them know, we won’t use photos with 
kids’ faces in it. Hands, noses, smiles and even feet are fine though!! Be creative J 
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Vale John Landy    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater are deeply 
saddened by the passing of John Landy, a former 
patron of the Friends.  
 
John Landy was kind and generous with his time 
and efforts on our behalf. The photo is of him 
launching the second edition of our book Hilton 
Hunts for a Home at the Melbourne Museum in 
2004. We convey our sincere condolences to his 
family.  

 
 
 

 
 
Noel Gross Michael Godfrey Helen Corney Ritchies Ms Inez De Vega Wanallock CWA 
Wendy McWilliams Sue Tardif Christine Duncan Ian Whyte Belinda Conibeer Beth 
Kilgour Brighith Roy Jennie Epstein Coady Green Jonathan McConchie Catherine Falla 
Peta Kowalski Julie Abramson Jade Heinrich Alan Norton Elaine Warburton Louise 
Rothols Meg Bentley Shirley Ruhsam Virginia Wallace Alistair Davey Neil Shankly Allan 
Herriman Matt Craig Phillip Start Anne Morton 
 
 

 
 
 

FoHH would like to acknowledge the 
ongoing support from Yarra Ranges 
Shire for printing and distribution of 

the Heho Herald. 

If you shop at IGA, you can nominate 
FoHH on your Community Benefits 
Card and 0.5% of your shopping 

docket will be directed to us. 

Heho Supporters 
 

 

Donations are very important to us and help support the 
variety of conservation activities FoHH undertakes for our 

special bird. So our thanks go to the generosity of... 
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Contacts 
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Office & Nursery 
Address 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139  
Post PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139 
p) 5964 8341  
e) info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au  
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 

Committee Members 
President Alan Clayton e) president@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Vice President Gretchen Szabat 
Secretary Stephen Garth e) secretary@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Treasurer Suzanne Cox e) 
treasurer@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au General Members Robin Young, Sue Bendel, Richard Case, 
Virginia Wallace, Amy Gregorovich and Andrew Kelly 

Support roles 
Nursery Manager Michelle Faram e) plantnursery@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Environmental 
Coordinator Melanie Birtchnell e) environmentalcoordinator@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au DELWP 
Ornithologist Bruce Quin Seeds and Weeds Coordinator Richard Case Community Engagement 
Facilitator Sue Tardif e) friendsvolunteer1989@gmail.com Fundraising Coordinator Dorothy Scott 
e) dorothy@avonsfield.com.au Beyond Yellingbo Project Coordinator Helen Corney e) 
beyondyellingbo@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Merchandise Sue Bendel e) 
merchandise@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Newsletter Editor Melanie Treweek Dunn e) 
newsletter@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Webmaster Stephen Garth e) 
webmaster@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 
 
 

FoHH respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People as the Traditional Custodians of the lands 
known as Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. We recognise their continuing connection to 
land, water and wildlife and pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
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