A Helmeted Honeyeater lives within a group of birds, called a colony.

Each colony is made up of pairs of birds that defend a territory within

the colony. Territories overlap.

Imagine the Olympic rings. This is roughly what a colony looks like,
but ideally, there are lots of rings (territories), with many pairs of
Helmeted Honeyeaters having enough habitat to breed. Birds protect

their territories, and the colony, aggressively.

Helmeted Honeyeaters are known as a flagship species, chosen
because they are affected by the same threats that also impact on
many other species. By conserving flagship species, we also protect a
broad range of other plant and animal species. A healthy ecosystem is

vital for all species, including humans.
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QUK ATMT

Helmeted Honeyeaters will no longer be
listed as Critically Endangered. At least
500 individuals in the wild, spread across
multiple populations in Yellingbo and
beyond.

QUICK FACTS

@ The Helmeted Honeyeater is Victoria's avifaunal (bird)
emblem — a symbol of what’s unique and special about
Victoria's fauna.

@ They are only found in Victoria.

@ (ritically Endangered — at risk of becoming extinct in the
wild.

@ Astory of hope. In 1989, the population of the Helmeted
Honeyeaters reached a critically low level of 50 birds.

@ Population numbers are slowly rebounding by addressing
decline through habitat restoration and scientific
understanding but there is more work to do.
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H E| m etEd H on eyeater What do you need?

Pencils, textas or crayons

ACtiVity Sheet Extra paper for the extension activity

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Inonering draw a Helmeted Honeyeater.

Other plants and animals live alongside the Helmeted Honeyeater. They share the same habitat where they find food, shelter and water to survive, just like you.
You could think of the bush as being like a supermarket and housing estate for our native animals!

2. Ineachof the other rings, draw the Helmeted Honeyeater’s neighbours.
It might be a reptile, an insect, a puddle, a creek, a tree, other plants, an animal, the sun, a butterfly or anything else that is part of the natural world.

EXTENSION ACTIVITY

1. You have drawn an ecosystem. Describe how these things are connected.
2. ltshows the relationships between plants, water and animals. Tell us a story about your ecosystem.
3. What might happen to the ecosystem if you removed an item?

4. What might happen if humans are introduced to this ecosystem?

This series of seven information and activity sheets was updated as part of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater’s

’Strengthening and Connecting environmental volunteers through on—ground SUppOfted Ieaming events’ pl'OjeCt, SUppOI’tEd by the 55 ij; ;/\
A Foinds
Victorian Government through the 2021 Community Volunteer Action Grants. Made pOSSible with the eXpertiSE and assistance of a % HELMETED HONEYEATER e
P 7 X ¢ e

team of volunteers, too many to name but we thank them all.
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