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President’s Report 
 
 
 
The Sustaining Strength of the Friends  
 
In New Zealand the totara is a mighty tree of the montane and lower subalpine  
forest. When someone of public significance has passed, particularly in Maori culture, it is sometimes 
said that a “totora has fallen”. For the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, the passing of Vivian 
Price on 15 June 2022 is such an event.  

Vivian joined the Friends in 1992, in the early years of the group’s 
existence. From her very first day, Vivian put her shoulder to the 
wheel in service for us in so many capacities. She was a long-
serving early Secretary of the Friends where her legendary skills, 
finely honed as an extremely efficient legal secretary, were 
deployed to great benefit in serving the administrative needs of 
the Friends, including as the organisation’s Public Officer. 
Outside of these of these formal roles, Vivian was an ongoing 
and constant presence as a volunteer in the Nursery. Our 
Nursery Manager, Michelle Faram, has her own tribute to Vivian 
later in this issue. It was Vivian’s hands that meticulously folded 
and labelled the Heho Herald, for sending to our members and 
others, in earlier years. Anywhere else where she could see a 
need, Vivian stepped in with practical help. 

 
 
 
 
 

Victorian Patron: Her Excellency the Honourable 
Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria 

By Alan Clayton 



 

 
 2 

Most of us carry with us the image of Vivian’s wonderful friendly smile and her huge heart and 
capacity for friendship and support. Vivian was a committed and willing worker who was present at 
almost all events mounted by the Friends at which she was the welcoming face and made everyone 
feel comfortable. Vivian’s funeral was held at Lilydale Memorial Park Chapel in Lilydale on 29 June 
2022. This was a very large event with a strong turnout by members and volunteers from the Friends. 
The Committee of Management, in conjunction with our Nursery manager, Michelle, are planning an 
appropriate memorial garden to commemorate Vivian’s legacy and that of another long-time Friends’ 
stalwart, Margot Craddock. We have received a number of donations in Vivian’s memory which are 
being directed to the Nursery and this project.  
The Friends is a volunteer led organisation whose ability to actualise its vision is greatly enhanced by 
the specialist knowledge, experience and skills of our six part-time staff. However, the backbone of 
the organisation has always been, and continues to be, our amazing volunteer base. Many of our 
volunteers, like Vivian Price and Margot Craddock, have served with us for many decades.  
Apart from our staff and our volunteers, there is a third element that has underpinned the ongoing 
building of the capability and capacity of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater as a vibrant and 
effective environmental organisation. That is the continuing ability to build a financial base to sustain 
and extend our operations. The anchoring of this is our amazing social enterprise, our Nursery, which 
produces around 90,000 plants a year. The additional magic of this is that our social enterprise is 
directly aligned with one our core objective, extending and enhancing habit.  
Since 2016 the Friends have had Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status which provides for tax 
deductibility of donations and has enormously enhanced our ability to access philanthropic funds. As 
well, our Committee of Management has directed attention to, extending and refreshing our 
merchandise offerings and introduced initiatives such as a ‘Give Now’ function on our website. 
Additionally, individuals have made contributions as a ‘living’ or ‘lasting’ legacy. In the last issue of 
the Heho Herald we profiled the bequest from the estate of Susie May Stevens and more recently we 
received a bequest from the estate of Ethel Lorraine Lamont.  Sometimes, as has happened in the 
case of Vivian Price, people have made a donation as a tribute to someone significant in their life. I 
recently had correspondence with Geoff Law, himself a long-time environmental activist and leader, 
in relation to a gift that he made in honour of his late mother. I quote it with his permission:  

Mrs Thelma Law had been a supporter of Friends of the Honeyeater for many years. She 
frequently gave the organisation's products as Christmas gifts to members of her family. I'm the 
proud owner of a FOHH handkerchief! In the mid-1970s, Mum took my siblings and me to visit 
Yellingbo in the hope of spotting a Helmeted Honeyeater. We were not successful but that did 
not dim her enthusiasm. Mum was a long-time member of the Bird Observers Club and a 
dedicated conservationist. She was a great inspiration to me.  

Geoff Law AM 

There are so many ways in which we can contribute to what is important to us – “our time, talent 
and/or our treasure”. In whatever way we choose we are honouring the profound injunction of the 
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By Bruce Quin 

French Quaker, Etienne de Grellet, when he said: “I shall pass this way but once; any good that I can 
do or any kindness I can show…let me do it now. Let me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass 
this way again.” 
 
 

Out in the Field 

 
 
@ Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve  
 
2022 release of birds from captivity and other news 
Six birds including genetically diverse individuals from Healesville Sanctuary’s captive colony were 
released in two groups on 11 and 12 May at the south end of a Cockatoo Swamp site in Yellingbo 
Nature Conservation Reserve after spending one night in an on-site aviary. The release strategy was 
designed to facilitate these released birds forming territories within a portion of the site which had 
become devoid of Helmeted Honeyeater breeding territories. The release also coincided with a high 
level of Eucalyptus ovata flowering across the site. 
On those mornings both groups moved north from the aviary presumably because they heard 
Helmeted Honeyeaters in that direction. None of the released birds were sighted during the following 
four days, but from the 17 May onwards, five of the six birds were being recorded mostly at the feed 
stations at the south end of the site. Four of the six released birds have been sighted recently, 13 
weeks post-release. One of the two Helmeted Honeyeaters in the release groups has not been 
positively recorded since the day he was released and one of the genetic rescue birds was last seen 
on 7 June. Hopefully we will re-find these birds perhaps at other sites within Yellingbo. 
In other news, Andrew and Sarah Silcocks have continued to band and DNA-sample Helmeted 
Honeyeaters in the population and it is possible that no unbanded birds remain now. Some females 
have been sighted carrying nest material indicating the 2022/2023 breeding season for Helmeted 
Honeyeaters is underway. Hopefully, eggs will be produced during the second half of August, if not 
already. A new member to the Helmeted Honeyeater Team is Mike Sverns, a highly experienced 
DELWP employee and very keen bird watcher who is covering for Paula Nink who is on a 
secondment. Mike and Sarah have been inducting numerous new volunteers into the Helmeted 
Honeyeater supplementary feeding and monitoring program. A big welcome to Mike and all the new 
volunteers! 
 
A massive thank you to everyone for your participation in the Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery 
Program. I hope you have coped with this extra cold winter!  
 
 
  

Take care and best wishes -Bruce 
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By Nick Bradsworth 
Translocation News 

 
 
@O’Shannassy River, Yarra Ranges National Park  
 
The O’Shannassy Catchment HeHos have been going well despite some recent frosty, wet and wild 
weather. There have been at least two occasions where I have wiped ice from the feeding station 
platform during this winter! The cool, wet weather makes the birds extra hungry which allows for 
good observations at the feed stations. 
Current numbers at O’Shannassy are still good with a total population of at least 26 individuals. Of the 
2021 release cohort, 16 of the 32 are still being regularly sighted plus one fledgling from the previous 
breeding season. This is further split to 11 captive-bred birds and 5 translocated from Yellingbo. 
From the 2022 release cohort, all were birds from Healesville Sanctuary and 9 of the 16 are still being 
seen regularly. There has been some movement between sites (which are 600 m apart), two birds 
from Site B shifted to site A, and one from A, has moved to B. Modified-focus camera traps at feeding 
stations are proving to be an extremely useful method in monitoring this population. Cameras are 
recording bird activity when I’m not on site and pick up individuals that are harder to observe in the 
field. They have also recorded some early nesting signs for the next breeding season with individuals 
captured on camera holding nesting material in their beak. Our fingers are crossed for an early start 
and extra productive breeding season ahead. Here are some of my recent favourite pictures from the 
cameras. Enjoy! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Caught on camera 
 

Corroboree in action… 

Agile Antechinus, Antechinus agilis, caught in the act! Angry bird! 

Camera trap images 
supplied by N Bradsworth 

How’s it hanging?  
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By Richard Case 

 

Seeds and Weeds  
 
 
 

 
A Winter season of fog, sunshine, rain and heavy rain. 
 
The June day had to be cancelled, this time I did have covid. 
July began with heavy fog. This was our main day on the Hakeas. At the first site we collected Silver 
Banksia, Bushy Needlewood, Dagger Hakea and Furze Hakea which was tall, open and sparse with 
little fruit. The Yellow Hakea looked healthy but had few flowers and almost no fruit. As we worked, 
the Wood Ducks were quite vocal and a Grey Shrike-
thrush sang as the fog slowly faded. Moving on to the 
second site we collected the same species as above 
while the Brown Thornbills fussed around the trees. 
Something I hadn’t noticed at this site before, and 
contrary to expectation, was Manuka growing on the 
upper part of the hill and the similar Prickly Teatree 
growing on the lower part of the hill. In the afternoon, we 
spent a sunny and pleasant time collecting more Hakeas 
from the Nursery seed orchard. 
The August day began with low cloud and rain, which did 
not improve. We headed out to Maccy Ck Bushland where 
our first stop was a complex tree fall involving three 
species- Messmate, Broad-leaved Peppermint and Green 
Scentbark. The Scentbark was dead but we collected 
very good amounts from the other two. As our bags got 
fuller, we talked about raven calls and distributions, a 
nearby Wood Duck up in the trees and owl calls. The rain 
started in earnest as we moved on to our next site further 
down on the floodplain. The tiny weirs constructed on the 
creek have done an excellent job of driving the water out 
onto the floodplain. After a lengthy but interesting detour 
to the other side of the floodplain, we returned to our objective, Yellow Hakea, of which we collected 
a decent amount. Now thoroughly drenched, we turned and left the company of leeches and went 
back to the Nursery. An idea forming in my mind that an afternoon spent weeding could wait for 
another day was confirmed by my comrades and so we left for somewhere warmer. 
 
 

 

 Seeds & Weeds Dates 
 

Sunday 11th September 
Sunday 9th October 

Sunday 13th November 
Sunday 11th December 

 
All events start at 9.15am from the Nursery, 

1217 Macclesfield Rd 
 

All events are automatically cancelled for COVID restrictions and 
severe weather including winds gusts at or exceeding 50 kph, 

thunderstorm, severe, extreme, total fire ban and code red days. 
Please check Yarra Glen forecast and Bureau of Meteorology 

warnings at 5pm the day before. 
 

We encourage all volunteers to be double 
vaccinated and stay home if unwell 

s 

Carpooling may be necessary, please bring a face mask 
and hand sanitiser 
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By Michelle Faram 

 

Nursery News  
 
 
 
 
As we enter the final weeks of winter the signs that spring is near are all around the 
nursery. There are many different plant species bursting into flower, bird activity and the number of 
species around the nursery have also increased. We have recorded over 
80 bird species in the nursery and surrounds over the years. Many birds 
have made the most of the microclimate created by our growing plants, the 
additional water, ready food supply of insects, flowers, grass seed and a 
safe place to build nests makes the nursery a perfect place for them to 
hang out. The nursery is a perfect place for frogs too with their regular 
chorus coming from amongst the plants. The most common found being 
the Southern Brown Tree Frog, Litoria ewingii but we also have the Peron’s 
Tree Frog, Litoria peronii and Eastern Dwarf Tree Frog, Litoria fallax.  
 
Plants which have been relatively dormant are now actively growing and 
our nursery team is preparing for another busy season of Spring 
production. Our fabulous team of nursery volunteers are such a valuable 
resource and I can’t imagine what we would do without them, unfortunately 
we had a glimpse of this scenario during months of Covid lockdowns and it 
reinforced just how important they all are. Not only are they involved in the 
propagation and maintenance of plants they also help with the preparation 
of plants for sales and for orders. Nursery volunteers are also involved in 
the collection and preparation of the seed we use to grow our plants. The volunteers help out with all 
kinds of maintenance tasks, from recycling and washing returned tubes and trays, to irrigation 
maintenance and additions, fixing broken pipes, taps, tap washers, cleaning filters and sprinklers, 
keeping the creek pump inflow pipe in action, putting together and building new benches, spreading 
screenings, washing down the plastic igloos, adding and removing the shade covers, weeding and 
keeping our gardens in order, pruning, planting mulching and the list goes on. 
Nursery volunteers are wonderful at promoting our organisation to the wider community, a number of 
nursery volunteers have also spent many years as contributors to the Friends Committee of 
Management, being involved in fundraising and community events as well as the continuing success 
of the Friends as a community group. This success is highlighted in the noticeable improvement of 
habitat through the growing and planting of plants in the Reserve and an increase in the number and 
populations of the Helmeted Honeyeater since the group first began. 
 

Eastern Green Tree Frog, Litoria falax, 
at home among the pots. 

Image: M Faram 
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In June this year our much-loved volunteer Vivian Price, 
unfortunately passed away after illness. Vivian 
encompassed all of the good things about being a Friend, 
she was an active part of the committee for many years, 
including as public officer. Vivian’s nature was always 
welcoming and supportive, helping to encouraging new 
members to become involved. A regular at Members’ Days 
and other events she enjoyed participating in the event 
organisation, our annual nursery Christmas luncheon a 
perfect example. Vivian was fantastic at remembering 
birthdays and special occasions and there was always a 
cake or chocolates to celebrate. Vivian was an enthusiastic 
and loyal nursery volunteer and the first to put her hand up 
when we added extra volunteer days. Her catch cry on 
arrival would be “Good morning, Michelle. What would you 
like me to do today?” Vivian was always the first to offer 
kind words, a card and support to those in need of a little 
lift in spirits. Vivian was part of the fabric of the Friends and 
having known her from my first days at the nursery some 
seventeen years ago she will be sadly missed but 
remembered always for her heart of gold.  
 
 
 

Vivian (right) helping her friend Margot celebrate a special 
occasion. 

Image: M Faram 

Vale Vivian 
 

 
 
Impressive by name and nature, Epacris 
impressa, in flower (right) 
 
 

Early Wattle, Acacia genistifolia, true to form 
and bursting with flowers (left) 

 
 

Image: M Faram 
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By Helen Corney 
Beyond Yellingbo 

  
 
 
In my work, I often reflect on our efforts to protect and conserve the environment.  
Despite the many obstacles faced in the environment sector, there are reasons for hope.  
Small actions work together to make substantial change. Recently I was pondering the origins of the 
word ‘conservation’. I was delighted to find that the word comes from the Latin – conservare, con – 
together, sevare – to keep. Together we can keep! I love this sentiment – working together we can 
keep endangered species from disappearing forever and support a healthy environment for humans 
and the plants and animals that depend on it. 
 
As I meet with landholders from the Yellingbo and wider area, through the Beyond Yellingbo project, 
it is a privilege to see the conservation efforts on their properties. I recently visited a property where 
four acres had been protected from human intervention. What a delight to see such an intact parcel 
of land and to witness the surprise of the landholder as we discovered herbs, orchids, and other 
sensitive plants persisting under the large trees. Through the Ribbons of Green program, a corridor 
of habitat plants will be established, linking this important patch to the reserve and creek line. 
Another property will embark on a Ribbons of Green habitat corridor planting of over 1,500 trees in 

2023 to support Melbourne Water works and a Liveable 
Community, Liveable Waterways grant project to provide much 
needed habitat near and along the Woori Yallock creek. On 
National Tree Day, Macclesfield Landcare joined forces with a 
property owner to plant around 800 trees on their property to 
improve its conservation value. The benefits of these actions can’t 
be underestimated as they have positive impacts on waterway 
health, water quality, soil retention and improvement, shelter for 

pastural areas, habitat for a multitude of organisms and the list goes on. 
 
There are several excellent funding initiatives to assist landholders in enhancing the quality of their 
properties and implementing conservation efforts throughout the area, such as Corridors of Green 
and MW Liveable Community, Liveable Waterways programs. We are presently undertaking weed 
control on eleven properties through a Victorian Landcare Grant. It’s important to know that you don’t 
have to do it alone!  Please reach out for support if you need it and tell your friends and neighbours. 
Together let’s keep! 
 

 

beyondyellingbo@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 

 

For more information 
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By Sue Tardif, Cerrita Louw and Nicole Chapple 
A privileged role  

 
 

 
It feels a little new again. As I write we’re back to online conversations for indoor events,  
sitting out the current COVID/Influenza peak. In past months however, we have been out in the 
community telling our story – face-to-face! – and being inspired by the story tellers we work alongside. 
Some may not describe themselves as story tellers, but everyone’s reason for joining us, is a story in the 
making! You might have seen the ‘Volunteer Spotlights’ that Amy Gregorovich has been posting on our 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/Friends.of.the.Helmeted.Honeyeater/  

 
One of the many things I love about my role with the Friends, is being the first port of call for many of the 
people wanting to volunteer with us. I loved reading Cerrita’s reason for wanting to join us,  

 

 
It didn’t take much thought to say, “Yes, we will!” Cerrita didn’t hesitate when asked if she’d like to write 
a paragraph about her first citizen science session with us. Cerrita takes up the story. 

 
 
The Youth Reference Group of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater 
spent the afternoon in search of Eastern Dwarf Tree Frog, a ‘banana box’ 

frog that had been introduced into the area. Protecting the native species is a priority in the reserve. 
Introduced species can alter the ecology on the habitat they’re found in, as well as carry the risk of 
bringing in diseases and other bugs with them. The Eastern Dwarf Tree Frog had been found in the 
reserve in previous surveys, and the Friends wanted to know whether this tropical species would survive 
the harsh Victorian winter.  
 
The day came with sporadic rain and an assortment of feathered companions who followed our journey 
with both curiosity and indifference; Kookaburras who watched from the trees and Superb Fairy-wrens 
who danced on the grass below. Some frog calls were identified, yet despite the time spent 
meticulously scouring the reeds with binoculars until our eyes crossed, no amphibians were spotted. 
But this didn’t matter, as we were given the opportunity to find something else even rarer, and what a 

 
“Hi there! I'm a nature nerd ... I'd love to offer up my skills … in writing in any capacity that you may need ... I 
studied biology and graduated with a diploma, however never got to do any fieldwork thanks to the lockdowns :( 
At the moment I’m studying journalism at RMIT. If you guys are looking for anyone to help in these roles I hope 
you'll consider me.” 

 

No data is good data 
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blessing that was. Despite having found no evidence, on this occasion, of the Eastern Dwarf Tree Frog 
residing in the reserve, the Friends will conduct another survey later in the year. 
 
“Thanks and will see you at the next one 😊"#$%”, says Cerrita. 

 
It was a casual question, “Do you like writing?” Nicole had just been telling me what she enjoyed about 
being part of our Kids & Conservation mornings alongside her family. “Yes”, she said, “but I don’t do it 
much for pleasure, just work.” Nicole agreed to write something for us, and shares her story here: “Mum, 
will there be crafts and activities?”, my six year-old daughter asked hopefully on the morning of our first 
Kids & Conservation day. Spoiler alert – there were! As we discovered, there were crafts, activities, and 
so much more. 

 
Kids and Conservation takes place at the Yellingbo Nature Conservation 
Area in a bushy corner, repurposed as an interactive play area for children, 

behind the depot. It is a space where the children and we, their families, are invited into the home of 
some of Australia’s unique wildlife.  

 
The area calls for exploration, with limitless opportunities to discover and learn hidden within – in 
whichever way suits each child. Sue and her team were fantastic at engaging the children in nature. 
They listened to their questions, and prompted further ideas and inquiries to explore. What might be 
hiding beneath the bark, we wondered? What kind of bird just flitted through the trees? What could we 
find if we gently scraped aside the leaf litter? Could anyone identify the bird behind the 
call? Whose floating leaf would emerge on the other side of the bridge first? 

 
There were activities for the children – a 
picnic rug and books for some quiet 
reading, clay to mold, plants to put in the 
ground (side note: Hamilton planters are the 
best invention), but best of all, natural 
objects to explore and climb. The children 
could chase each other, show off their 
jumping skills, and finally lay to rest any 
doubt about the answer to that age-old 
question of childhood - who really is the 
king of the castle? Ultimately, my daughter’s 
craft plans lay forgotten as she instead did 
all the things that kids should – run, scream 
happily, laugh loudly and explore. The 
children also felt a sense of 

Over to you, Nicole… 
 

J oin us1  
The Events page 

on our website 

lists upcoming 

activities.   
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By Eliza Lamb 

accomplishment in contributing something of themselves to the plight of the helmeted honeyeater and 
friends by creating habitat through planting. 

 
It was a joy to experience the wonder of nature through the eyes of children as I did my finest reptile 
impersonation and basked in the patches of sunlight filtering through the canopy. When asked what my 
children liked best at the end of the day, I got a resounding “everything!” from my four-year old son 
while my daughter proclaimed that it was “the best day ever!” 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Coordinator’s Column 

 
 

 
As I go about my day within the Yellingbo Nature Conservation Area, I can feel spring 
in the air. The days now getting longer, and the warming spring breeze is more evident 
than weeks prior. Early flowering Acacias are in bloom, brightening the canopy with a 
lemony golden glow. This season is known by our traditional owners, the Wurundjeri, 
as Guling – the orchid season. A season defined by cold weather easing as wattle and 
orchids bloom, and the common brown butterfly caterpillars feeding at night to the 
sounds of male koalas bellowing.  
Within the reserve and locally in my own garden, I’ve been noticing a variety of our 
feathered friends moving about frenetically and gathering nesting supplies. This 
activity is accompanied by the usual argy-bargy of the season as breeding 
commences!  

 
Kids & Conservation Morning, 
watching leaves in the stream 
(left) 

Image: E Lamb 
 
 

Capturing frog data at the 
Volunteer Youth Frog survey 
event (right) 

 
Image: S Tardif 

 

Gorgeous blooms in 
YNCA 

Image: E Lamb    

My sincere thanks to both Cerrita and Nicole for taking the time to share their 
experiences -Sue 
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A fitting excerpt from a poem of Australian Spring by Melbourne born poet Hugh McCrae 
 

And jolly spring, with love and laughter gay 
Full fountaining, lets loose her tide of bees 

Upon the waking ember-flame of bloom 
New kindled in the honey-scented trees. 

 
Educational Program  
It has been a joy going to visit different schools to talk about YNCA and our threatened species. The 
dedication of teachers to encourage stimulating discussion and threatened species focused learning 

is wonderful to see. In turn the students have many questions to pose to 
me during my visits, so much so that recently on a particular visit I felt 
like a rock star or sports player meeting the press, as the grilling was 
intense! These students care about what is happening to biodiversity in 
this country and want to take action to protect our threatened species.  
Our Helmeted Honeyeater Ambassadors from Macclesfield, Chum 
Creek and Berwick Lodge Primary Schools have been visiting FoHH and 
undertaking habitat walks, planting hundreds of tube stock and will be 
spending time soon in the nursery learning about growing our native 
plants. A real highlight for this program was when a group of our 
ambassadors were able to spend time with some of our long-standing 
volunteers and bond over an art activity with Emmy Webbers from 

Wurruck Yambo. These valuable connections across generations are so important, and provide 
opportunities to share wisdom, experience, and perspective. 
 
Local business Partnerships 
I would like to take time to give thanks to some of our local business 
supporters. Earlier in the year FoHH partnered with Just a Glass Australia. 
Business founder, Amber Duggan is supporting habitat restoration within 
Yellingbo by donating a proportion of sales of Just a Glass ‘Heathcote Shiraz’ 
featuring a Kasey Rainbow design of a Helmeted Honeyeater on the bottle. 
Visit justaglassaustralia.com.au 
Local Artist Andrea Innocent and co-owner of Chiba Ghosts has created a 
unique art piece featuring the Helmeted Honeyeater. Her playful design of a 
child morphing into the species will be featured through Art Worth Saving at No 
Vacancy Gallery in the QV from August 18th, 2022. Chiba Ghosts have the 
design available on leggings, t-shirts, backpacks and bum-bags, with 50% of 
sales being donated to the Friends in Spring 2022. Visit chibaghosts.com for 
more information. 
 

Log art activity with Chum Creek 
Ambassadors and FoHH volunteers 

Image: E Lamb 

Walking Cassidy the cassidix in 
the Belgrave Lantern Festival was 
so much fun! 

Image: E Lamb 
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Kids & Conservation    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Part 1 of our new 16-page booklet released 
 

All going well, Sue’s heading to the printer this week to have our new 16-page booklet printed, but you can get a sneak preview! The 

booklet is filled with fast facts about the Helmeted Honeyeater, along with children's activities the whole family can participate in. 

There's a focus on the stages in the Helmeted Honeyeater's breeding season and how we can all help them survive into the future. 
 

Sneak Preview 

You can get your 

 Free 
download here  

 

The full 16-page booklet will be on sale in our shop soon  

 
 
 
 

Special thanks to Michelle Gray-Shields who volunteered her 
time to do the design work, and a team of volunteers who helped 
with the content.  
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Helping a Heho    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Donate  

 
 
 

Donations can be made 
through our website on the 

donation platform 
 GiveNow 

 

You can also support our 
work by choosing from a 
beautiful range of gifts on 

our online shop. 

Scan to donate 

 

Scan to shop 

 

Purchase  

 
 
 

Ready to spring 

into this season? 

Be prepared for 
spring gardening jobs 
in a Heho work shirt 

 

Stay sunsmart 
birdwatching and frog 
surveying in a Heho 
bucket hat 

 

Firing up the barbie now 
the weather is warming? 
You can also do that in 
Heho style 

 

We’ve got gifts 
covered too! Check 
out the Heho and 
Leadbeater’s cards, 
gift tags and 
wrapping paper 

 

We’ve got you covered- Heho style! 
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We often say, the Helmeted Honeyeater is not extinct today because of people like the late Steve Craig. In 
1989, Steve brought Victorians together to give this bird a voice and called for action. Fast forward to 
August 2022, and teenager Ethan, a relative to Steve, came along with his Woori Yallock Farm School 
classmates to help us in the Reserve. Sue Tardif took Ethan (in the red jacket) and the group to what we 
call 'Steve's Forest', a living memorial to Steve that provides critical habitat for Helmeted Honeyeaters 
today. As we looked in amazement at a Helmeted Honeyeater perched behind us and a giant earthworm 
near Steve's memorial, Steve would have been smiling down on us as Ethan talked about the importance 
of every creature in the ecosystem. It's pure joy to share in those conversations with the decision makers 
of tomorrow. 
Our ‘Re-Generating Volunteers: Connecting People to Parks' project is supported by the Victorian 
Government through the Volunteering Innovation Fund. 
 

 
Virginia Wallace Marita Grant Lesley Verbakel Nids Mackin Peta Kowalski Jonathan 
McConchie James Saint Caitlin Coulston Jennie Epstein Donald Worcester Lex Davey 
Family Ethel Lorraine Lamont and Geoff Law 
 

  

FoHH would like to acknowledge the 
ongoing support from Yarra Ranges 
Shire for printing and distribution of 

the Heho Herald. 

If you shop at IGA, you can nominate 
FoHH on your Community Benefits 
Card and 0.5% of your shopping 

docket will be directed to us. 

Heho Supporters 
 

 

Donations are very important to us and help support the 
variety of conservation activities FoHH undertakes for our 

special bird. So our thanks go to the generosity of... 

 

Connecting a new generation   
 

Image: S Tardif 
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Contacts 
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Office & Nursery 
Address 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139  
Post PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139 
p) 5964 8341  
e) info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au  
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 

Committee Members 
President Alan Clayton e) president@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Vice President Gretchen Szabat 
Secretary Stephen Garth e) secretary@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Treasurer Suzanne Cox e) 
treasurer@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au General Members Robin Young, Sue Bendel, Richard Case, 
Virginia Wallace, Amy Gregorovich and Andrew Kelly 

Support roles 
Nursery Manager Michelle Faram e) plantnursery@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Environmental 
Coordinator Eliza Lamb e) environmentalcoordinator@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au DELWP 
Ornithologist Bruce Quin Seeds and Weeds Coordinator Richard Case Community Engagement 
Facilitator Sue Tardif e) friendsvolunteer1989@gmail.com Fundraising Coordinator Dorothy Scott 
e) dorothy@avonsfield.com.au Beyond Yellingbo Project Coordinator Helen Corney e) 
beyondyellingbo@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Merchandise Sue Bendel e) 
merchandise@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Newsletter Editor Melanie Treweek Dunn e) 
newsletter@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Webmaster Stephen Garth e) 
webmaster@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 
 
 

FoHH respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People as the Traditional Custodians of the lands 
known as Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. We recognise their continuing connection to 
land, water and wildlife and pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 

Image: M Serong 


