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President’s Report 
 
 
 
A Time of Transition  
 
This year is one of transition. At our Annual General Meeting in 2021, I  
announced that I would be stepping down from the role of President at the 2022 AGM. So, this is my 
final Newsletter report as President of the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater after six years in the 
role. I will be remaining on the Committee of Management and doing as much as I can, from this 
position, in support of the programmes that are in place and for some evolving initiatives that are 
currently in train. 
At our 2022 AGM, after a change to our constitution allowing more than one person to serve in an 
officeholder position, Virginia Wallace and Andrew Kelly were unanimously elected as joint 
Presidents. Individually and collectively, they bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to the role 
of President. Virginia is a lawyer with over 20 years of communications and government relations 
experience across the corporate, government and private sectors. She is a former Board member of 
the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority and is a current Board member of 
both Conservation Volunteers Australia and Tennis Victoria. Andrew is a passionate environmentalist 
and is the former Yarra Riverkeeper and is currently the convenor of The Waterways Network. He has 
a highly diverse range of skills and is a highly regarded author, particularly of children’s books. 
These works include Wilam, a Birrarung Story (jointly with Aunty Joy Murphy) and The Accidental 
Penguin Hotel. This changing of the guard also extends to our Treasurer. Suzanne Cox has had the 
task of keeping track of the finances of a growing and complex organisation. This is something that 
she has ably done for many years. She is handing over the reins to David La Terra, a financial 
planner with a major accounting firm who comes highly recommended to us. 
 
 
 

Victorian Patron: Her Excellency the Honourable 
Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria 

By Alan Clayton 
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Also, in terms of transition, we have very recently been notified by the facilitator of our iconic Beyond 
Yellingbo programme, Dr. Helen Corney, of her intention to resign from that position. In her year with 
us, Helen, in her very quiet and methodical way, has made a significant contribution to advancing the 
objectives of this programme. We are currently exploring the way forward in filling this role. I trust that 
this is part of an ongoing process that the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater has always done well, 
the blending of established expertise and experience, coupled with an eye to innovation and 
renewal. We are continuingly indebted to the vision and foresight of the previous leadership of Bob 
Anderson and others, and the Committees of Management of the past, in establishing the framework 
of, and foundations for, the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater of today.  
A very significant plank in that journey was the establishment, maintenance and extension of our 
iconic social enterprise, the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Indigenous Nursery. Under the 
inspired leadership of Michelle Faram, ably supported by Shirley Henderson and Marita Hanigan, 
and a cohort of passionate and committed volunteers, the Nursery has gone from strength to strength 
producing over 90,000 plants a year and contributing significantly to our economic sustainability. The 
additional magic of this is that our social enterprise is directly aligned with one of our core objectives, 
namely that of extending and enhancing habit. 
Historically, outside of the Nursery, our major staff position has been that of Environmental 
Coordinator. This position, which began with Gaye Gadsden, has been held – during my time with 
the Friends – by an amazing group of individuals – from Sue and Bruce Tardif, James Frazer, Cecilia 
Imre, Dr Melanie Birtchnell and, now, Eliza Lamb – each of whom has brought different skills and 
talents and left their own unique stamp upon the role. From an original focus upon habitat restoration, 
this role has, over time, accreted additional layers including the delivery of our much-regarded 
Ambassador Programme amongst a number of Primary Schools in the region. In the last couple of 
years, the Friends group has moved to formally deepen its involvement with the local community and 
to recognise that we have an important role in trying to foster and nurture the next generation of 
conservationists. One step in this direction has been the appointment of a Community Engagement 
Facilitator, a role held by Sue Tardif, who has, with her legendary attention to detail and ability to 
maintain very complex logistical arrangements, coordinated a number of sophisticated initiatives 
including a Kids and Conservation programme (for a 0 to 12 years of age cohort), a Youth Reference 
Group (18 years and above) and an overlapping Citizen Science initiative that in which a number of 
our members participate. Sue is assisted in these endeavours by a number of others including Eliza 
Lamb, Amy Gregorovich and Rachel Potter, all in a voluntary capacity. Another step in this direction 
of deepening local community involvement is our Beyond Yellingbo programme. This commenced as 
the Yellingbo to Butterfield project – involving liaison with landholders with properties abutting the 
Woori Yallock Creek between the southern boundary of the Yellingbo Nature Conservation Area 
(YNCA) and Butterfield Reserve near Monbulk – and has incrementally expanded to a five-year 
programme to similarly engage with landholders whose properties abut other streams that flow in and 
out of the YNCA. 
This has been a spectacularly successful programme that has protected more than 309 hectares of 
high-quality wildlife habitat on private land through weed and pest control and restored over 15.5 
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hectares of degraded habitat and converted more than 7 hectares of former pasture land into quality 
habitat. It has the engagement of landholders on 104 properties. 
In like step, the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater recently became a foundation member of the 
new Nangana Landcare Network, a body consisting of, apart from the Friends, five different 
Landcare Groups whose coverage roughly mirrors the geographic footprint of our Beyond Yellingbo 
initiative. 
The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater has, as an organisation, grown very significantly over the 
past decade. This has been the result of an ongoing process of planning by our Committee of 
Management. More than six years ago (in April 2016) we were able secure Deductible Gift Recipient 
(DGR) status which has enabled the Friends group to access grants from a range of philanthropic 
organisations that was previously denied to us. Over the ensuing years this has resulted in grants (in 
gradually increasing amounts) from bodies such as the Myer Foundation, Equity Trustees, the Helen 
Macpherson Smith Trust, the Ross Trust and the Australian Communities Foundation. 
Indeed, over this period, our income has more than doubled and has almost tripled. This has been 
the underpinning for the expansion of the range of programmes that we have been able to offer and 
also helps ensure that we have the financial resilience to sustain and weather any unforeseen events 
that fate may throw before us. It is therefore comforting to know that the audited accounts of the 
Friends for the financial year to 30 June 2022 show us to be in the healthiest financial state of any 
time in our history. 
In the six years that I have had the privilege of leading the Friends, the role has been made viable 
and achievable by the enormous support that I have received from many quarters. 
First, the members of successive Executives and Committees of Management that I acknowledge in 
greater detail in my President’s reports to successive AGMs. Secondly, to the amazing staff including 
Michelle Faram (who has been a peerless Nursery Manager over the entire period of my presidency), 
to successive Environmental Coordinators, and to other staff (including Gaye Gadsden, Helen 
Corney and Sue Tardif) who have shown enormous professionalism in, and commitment to, their roles 
and made my job much easier. Although not formally a staff member of the Friends, our ornithologist, 
the now legendary Bruce Quin, has been greatly supportive and a model of vocational drive and 
commitment that is inspirational to observe. 
Thirdly, to the large number of passionate and dedicated volunteers (from those in the Nursery to our 
Newsletter editor, Mel Treweek) who, in many small ways and large, have provided me with ongoing 
support and encouragement. Finally, to my secret weapon, Dorothy Scott, whose main formal 
connection is her chairing of the Beyond Yellingbo Steering Committee, but who has also been a 
major drafter of grant submissions, is a potent source of strategic advice and who assists in 
innumerable other ways. The healthy state of our financial accounts is in no small part due to the 
quality of the grant submissions that have largely been crafted by Dorothy. 
In this process of transition, I know that the leadership of the Friends is in very good hands and I 
strongly believe that, on the foundations that have already been established, the best is ahead of us.   
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By Bruce Quin 
Out in the Field 

 
 
@ Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve  
 
2022/23 Helmeted Honeyeater Breeding Season  
The 2022/2023 breeding season for Helmeted Honeyeaters has been a 
challenge for the honeyeaters and field staff and volunteers attending to the 
birds! Access to the Helmeted Honeyeater colonies has been difficult on 
numerous occasions because of flooding, fallen trees and adverse weather. 
Twenty-five breeding pairs and 13 fledglings have been confirmed past the 
half-way point of the 2022/2023 Helmeted Honeyeater breeding season (late 
November 2022). The outcome from this breeding season mirrors that of the 
previous breeding season, with many nest failures. It is probable that weather 
conditions during the La Nina climate pattern lower breeding success for 
Helmeted Honeyeaters through heavy rainfall causing females to abandon 
nests being constructed and in some instances nests with eggs. However, it 
is also possible that the weather pattern in the years prior to the current La 
Nina was favourable for successful breeding by bird species that prey on 
Helmeted Honeyeater eggs, nestlings and fledglings. Thus, populations of 
species such as currawongs and kookaburras are currently high. 
At least eight chicks have been lost from Helmeted Honeyeater nests during 
the 2022/2023 breeding season to date and some fledglings have 
disappeared too. Positively, the predicted number of breeding pairs for the 
2022/2023 breeding season is approximately 40 and with more settled 
weather conditions expected for the rest of the breeding season, hopefully 
many more fledglings will be produced. 
 
2022 release of birds from captivity and other news 
During May this year, six birds, including genetically diverse individuals from 
Healesville Sanctuary’s captive colony, were released at the south end of a 
Cockatoo Swamp site in Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. Two of the 
six birds have been sighted during the second half of November, with one 
now at a Woori Yallock Creek colony. The bird seen recently at its Cockatoo 
Swamp release site was much further downstream with another individual 
from the release group a month earlier, as found by Andrew Silcocks. 
Hopefully, the other three individuals of the 2022 release group will be found, 

Flooding at one of the supplementary 
feed stations, late October 2022 

Image: B Quinn 

Supplementary feed stations couldn’t 
be accessed by staff/volunteers at 
Woori Yallock Creek due to flooding. 

Image: B Quinn 
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By Nick Bradsworth 

although one has not been positively recorded since the day of its release. Your contribution to the 
Helmeted Honeyeater Recovery Program is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 

Translocation News 

 
 
@O’Shannassy Catchment Translocation Site, Yarra Ranges National Park  
 
The O’Shannassy Catchment HeHos have had a fantastic start to the breeding season for 2022-23! 
Since first eggs hatched on the 30 September, there have been five fledglings produced from three 
nests- three breeding pairs! In total, we have documented seven breeding pairs, which means all 
regularly sighted females at O’Shannassy are either building nests, sitting on eggs, or looking after 
young. This is a fantastic result, considering the birds from the 2021-22 breeding season produced 
one fledgling, plus two nestlings by the same female that were rescued and successfully fostered 
with a captive pair at Healesville Sanctuary. 
The high productivity could be attributed to several factors. Last year, several nestlings were 
predated by Tiger Snakes, so the cooler, wet weather seems to have assisted with less snake activity 
allowing chicks to fledge. The birds from Site A (2021 release site) have also matured another year, 
compared to this time last year when most birds were less than a year old. There are also more birds 
present, and two distinct groups of birds now which may contribute to the productivity. 
On the 17 November, Bruce Quin, Kat Selwood from Zoos Vic, and I were able to trap four of the five 
fledglings for leg-banding and DNA sampling. There will no doubt be additional trapping days over 
summer given this season’s early results. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Wishing you an exciting end to 2022 and a healthy 2023! -Bruce 
 

HeHo fledgling ready for release 
with new leg-band bling. Yellow 
and black, go Tiges! 

Two HeHo fledglings are being fed 
mealworms by their mother  

 

Bruce and Kat preparing a HeHo fledgling 
for DNA sampling  

Images: N Bradsworth 
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By Richard Case 
Seeds and Weeds  
 
 

 
Our Spring has been mostly weeding, some seed collection and always Nature. 
In September we stepped out to weed, beginning at the Depot with Red-Hot Poker, which had gone 
wild after being planted there a long time ago. Starting with Andrew’s Patch, which over the years 
had been sprayed, dug up and moved, sprayed again and about four years ago, mostly dug up and 
removed from site; yet still it persists and spreads! So we dug up and removed all we could see 
again, this will be ongoing but we are starting to make progress here. We worked back through the 
escapes to the original planting on McColl’s Lane, 
removing four bags in total. Over lunch we were joined by 
three yellow birds; a hopeful Yellow Robin, a Golden 
Whistler singing from the trees and a fly-past by our bird. 
Next, we moved on to the Montpellier Broom patch. All we 
found to remove were three small plants, which must have 
grown from seed that has been sitting in the ground for at 
least 15 years, as we have not allowed it to flower or 
persist in all that time. On the way back, we stopped at 
the Angled Onion Billabong where we are making good 
progress, with only half a bag to remove this year. A nice, 
peaceful way to end the day.  
The weather in October ranged from rain to blue skies for 
an enjoyable day. In the Nursery garden, we collected a 
large amount of seed from a Mealy Stringybark (whose 
parents live in Macclesfield) which had fallen over. Then 
we went to a nearby roadside. Olive-backed Oriole, 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and Fantailed Cuckoo were 
calling nearby. We removed one bag of Angled Onion 
from an isolated patch as well as some rubbish. Our main 
target here was Red Stringybark. We collected some with 
the long loppers with limited success; most of the trees 
here are getting too tall to reach and the power company had been through a few months ago, 
removing overhanging branches, as they must. There were, however, a number of branches on the 
ground which had gum nuts still closed, which we collected, for want of something better, ending up 
with a very good amount. Red Stringybark is a large and difficult gum nut, while it usually opens 
enough to give some seed after 3 months drying, it can still be giving seed after 12 months, so this 
one will be with us for a while. At the bottom of the road we collected a small amount of Swamp Gum, 
it was fairly sparse and not much was within reach. Then we went for a walk through the Messmate 
Forest in the Reserve, to see what we could see. Golden Bush-pea had a great showing this year 

 

 Seeds & Weeds Dates 
 

Sunday 11th December 
Sunday 8th January 
Sunday 12th February 
Sunday 19th March 
Sunday 16th April 

 
All events start at 9.15am from the Nursery, 

1217 Macclesfield Rd 
 

All events are automatically cancelled by COVID restrictions or 
severe weather events including wind gusts of 50 kph, thunderstorm, 
severe, extreme, catastrophic, and total fire ban days. Please check 
Yarra Glen forecast and Bureau of Meteorology warnings at 5pm the 

day before. 
 

We encourage all volunteers to be fully 
vaccinated and stay home if unwell 

 

Carpooling may be necessary, please bring a face mask 
and hand sanitiser 
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By Michelle Faram 

along the roadsides and in the bush. Creeklets bisected the Forest allowing wetter plants like 
Scented Paperbark, Pouched Coral-fern, Prickly Moses and Wiry Bauera to develop. Nearby, Downy 
Dodder-laurel and Forest Wire-grass tumbled over each other. Tall and Scented Sundews vied for 
our attentions. A hillside of Prickly Bush-pea was budding up with the promise of flowers to come. 
The delicate and subtle Screw Fern was common throughout as were Trailing Goodenias and Trailing 
Ground-berry. The Small Grass-trees are having a great year and young flowers are forming. Not so 
common was the strange Narrow-leaf Bitter-pea, I think we saw two of them. And in the background, 
one of my little favourites (I don’t know why), Prickly Broom-heath. Without reaching the end, we had 
run out of time and retraced our steps to the cars. 
November saw us starting a new weed patch, Stinking Iris, at the top of The JESWA Beveridge Rd 
block. We tried the flat-weeders, these worked on the smaller ones but were a bit of a struggle due to 
the grass layer. We also tried the mattocks, much more satisfying and got them out easily, 
surprisingly shallow roots and only a few daughter bulbs. Individual clumps were well spaced out. 
We removed 4 bags. Next stop was the Depot, As well as the birds calling, we also saw a native 
Swamp Rat, scurrying across the track with its short tail held up. We rarely see them although often 
see their burrows. A Wedge-tailed Eagle with two Little Ravens in attendance flew over, a magnificent 
sight. We did do some actual work, removing a Pittosporum, a Sydney Golden Wattle (a relative of 
the Coast Wattle) and returning to McColl’s Lane where a difficult patch (due to the roadside gravel) 
of Red-Hot Poker was resprouting. We gave it a going over with the mattocks, finding the growing 
points and pulling out as much of the peculiar yellow roots as we could find, removing half a bag. We 
then went on to a Ragwort patch where we removed two bags of it from the wet ground, mostly with 
garden forks and a mattock for a particularly virulent patch. Interesting wildlife here included leeches 
and a Rufous Fantail. 
 

Nursery News  

 
 
As this year draws to an end it is time to recognise the continuing important work of  
the nursery team, both staff and volunteers. While the weather has had its challenges again this year 
and it has felt like we have been working in the cold and wet through months on end, the volunteers 
have continued to turnout in good numbers, everyone has remained positive and we have again 
achieved a great deal together.  
Along with lots of orders for private landholders, some of the groups that have received plants from 
our nursery include Yarra Ranges Council, Cardinia Council, Melbourne Water, Friends of Emerald 
Lake Park, Mt Evelyn Environment Protection and Progress Association (MEEPA) and Coranderrk. 
While many of the plants have been planted into public parkland and reserves, other plants provided 
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by programs such as the Yarra Ranges Council Ribbons of Green 
program and for Melbourne Water’s Liveable Communities Liveable 
Waterways program are planted on to private properties. We have so far 
this year completed 102 orders containing approximately 46,000 plants. 
In addition to these orders, we have been putting together thousands of 
plants for the Heho’s revegetation program led by Eliza our 
Environmental Coordinator, who has been busy with community groups 
and schools getting lots of plants in the ground. Given the wet 
conditions there are still lots more orders and plantings to complete this 
year.  
Plant orders are just one component of life at the nursery, on site plant 
sales to the public have also kept us busy. Labelling and restocking 
with new plants proving a constant challenge. The production of plants 
is extremely important to ensure we have a continuous supply of stock 
for orders and sales. This year we are on track to produce a record 
annual number of plants with approximately 90,000 plants produced by 
the end of October. We have already received a large number of plant 
orders for 2023 so will need to keep busy. With help from my awesome 
support staff, Shirley and Marita and our fabulous Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday volunteers and continued support from our 
Committee of management, (a very special thanks to President Alan 
Clayton and Treasurer Suzanne Cox for unseen work and support 
behind the scenes), I know that in 2023 the good work will continue. 

Thanks also to Melanie T for continuing to produce a fine newsletter. Just think of the amazing 
benefits all of this planting will have on the environment and think of the enjoyment that we all get 
from growing plants and being amongst a great group of people at the same time, what a bonus! 
THANKS!  
In the last weeks of November there was an extra special visitor to the nursery. Sam Schouten a 
much-loved former nursery volunteer and newsletter editor joined us for a special morning tea. Sam 
is in Australia catching up with everyone before heading back to Holland in the new year.   

L to R. Back row, John, Ian, Ian, Vin, Elaine, 
Marilyn and Graeme. Christine and Anne 
front row. 

Image: M Faram 

L to R Pam, Sam, the special guest, Marita 
standing is Debbie, Robin Alan, Shirley and 
Pete. 

Image: M Faram 

Something different 
from the flower files 
Carex fasicularis, 
Carex breviculmis and 
Carex gaudichaudiana. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Image: M Faram 
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By Sue Tardif 
A privileged role  

 
 

 

 
 
It never fails to put a smile on my face, and make my shoulders relax 
when receiving emails or texts out of the blue like that. As staff, we only 
get this feedback because there’s a fabulous group of volunteers and 
participants contributing to the shared experience. I’d like to thank everyone who 
came along to the 2022 events I’ve either coordinated or shared responsibility for, with particular 
thanks to Eliza Lamb who co-leads the Kids & Conservation mornings, Ron Willemsen and Rachel 
Potter for co-leading the citizen science sessions, and Amy Gregorovich who convenes the Youth 
Reference Group. None of that would make a big difference without a team of regular participants 
who warmly welcome and involve everyone, willingly share laughter and moments of wonder, all 

whilst doing something purposeful.   
As I prepare to wind up three 12-16 month grants for my program area, I 

find it a little challenging reporting on the quantitative numbers driven 
outcomes that many funding bodies value, for example, how many 

events are run and how many people attended. We easily meet, 
and often exceed, these outcomes, however it says very little about 
the harder to quantify qualitative outcomes that community groups 

value. I look for ways to make sure this doesn’t get washed over as I 
report on statistics. What did individuals get out of their experience? 

What did they learn, or share with others? Does it ignite a passion, or are 
there ways to improve what we do? It’s the experience of real people that gives 

the numbers meaning and helps community groups garner support for a sustainable future.  
 
Brian and Karin are valued members of our citizen science team. “We’re now confident about IDing 
20 birds that visit our garden thanks to being part of the citizen science mornings, and we’re learning 
what the frogs are too!”, they tell the group, as others share in their joy, and start to believe their own 
self-described ‘novice’ status can also improve, one bird, one butterfly, one plant at a time. Hearing 

“Thank you so much…an amazing day! 
My kids absolutely had a ball as did I! I 
felt they completely bonded with your 
team too- you are such a lovely 
passionate bunch! We would love to 
support all your hard work and come to 
your events again in 2023!”   - Adele 

“It’s a wonderful experience for me to see 
such treasures. I thoroughly enjoyed 
seeing a part of Macclesfield just across 
the valley that I’d never visited in 60+ 
years living here… and I've always 
wanted to see a Ghost Fungus. T’was 
delightful.” - Robert 

“We had a lovely day and 
I appreciated the child 
led approach you gave 
us.” -Simone 

“I have enjoyed every 
experience I have had with 
FoHH… I have learned so 
much! … I feel as though my 
contribution is valued and 
actually has an impact on 
conservation.”- Issy 
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the group help each other to work out what plant, animal or fungi species they’re observing or 
hearing is, to me, pure joy.  
As a generalisation, the philanthropic sector seems to align with this way of thinking, and value 
equally data and experience, understanding that qualitative outcomes and building relationships take 
time. I’d like to acknowledge the largely behind-the-scenes work that Dorothy Scott and Alan Clayton 
have been doing for a number of years to gain philanthropic support for the Friends engagement 
activities, including elements of Eliza’s, Helen’s and my roles. Their dedicated work is invaluable, 
thank you, and Eliza is kicking some great goals in this space too! 
In 2023, I’m looking forward to sharing the progress of an exciting collaboration with Prof David 
Chapple at Monash University. Whilst his research team will be on the ground at Yellingbo NCA, 
starting a long-term project to quantify reptile diversity, Dave is also keen to involve the local 
community. As Dave notes, the Helmeted Honeyeater has been a flagship for conservation in 
Victoria, and specifically the YNCA, but have the conservation efforts for the Helmeted Honeyeater, 
and protection and restoration of the habitat in the YNCA, benefited other faunal groups in the region, 
apart from Leadbeater’s Possum? Surprisingly perhaps, we don’t know the answer. This project aims 
to find out. More about this next year 😊  
 
Oh! And some of those stats I’m reporting?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
One accessible, and shared visual depiction of the natural values of Yellingbo NCA can be seen on 
our iNaturalist project page. The page currently, has 709 plant, animal or fungi species recorded 
from 3,523 observations [55.92% research grade] from engaging 441 participants in this citizen 
science program. You can discover more at https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/yellingbo-and-

 
 

 
Citizen science 

24 
events 

236 
attendees 

 
 

 
Clean Up Days 

81 
attendees 

11 
events 

5 
Teenage 
events 

 
 

 
Youth Program 

8 
Youth 
events 

164 
attendees 

Youth 
Reference 

Group 
formed 

 
 

 
Kids & families 

5 
events 21 

families 

81 
attendees 

 
 

 
New volunteers 

152 
attendees  

 
 

Local landholders 

114 
attendees 
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Snapshots of 2022 
Image: S Tardif 

surrounds?tab=observations. P.S. All our bird survey observations are recorded on Birdata. We use 
Frog Census or Frog ID for frog call records. 
 
We say farewell to Helen Corney as she leaves the Beyond Yellingbo Facilitator role. Helen has been 
a fabulous colleague to work with, bringing an open smile, and trademark “yes, sure!” to her role and 
our staff team. Thank you Helen. I wish you well. I’d also like to thank Alan Clayton (immediate past 
President) and Suzanne Cox (immediate past Treasurer) who both retired from their Committee of 
Management roles at the AGM. Your tireless work has underpinned everything we do and is greatly 
valued. Words aren’t enough. Thank you both, and thank you to Andrew Kelly, Virginia Wallace (co-
Presidents) and David LaTerra (Treasurer) for taking on these important roles. As 2022 draws to a 
close, my thoughts go out to those who have had another challenging year. Whether you celebrate 
Christmas or not, may the next few months bring you, and those around you, good health and time 
out to enjoy some sunny days and the things you love.  
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/get-involved/come-to-an-event-2/ 
 
 
facebook.com/Friends.of.the.Helmeted.Honeyeater 

 

I hope we’ll see you at one of our 
events in Yellingbo during 2023 and 
beyond! -Sue 
 

Stay in the loop via our Events and Facebook pages 
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Kids & Conservation    
 

Friendsvolunteer1989@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

It’s nest building time of year! 
It’s the time of year when many birds are nesting, including Helmeted Honeyeaters. They’re raising families.  

What do you think their nests look like? What do you think they might need to make a nest? 

If your adults say it’s OK, we’d love to 
see a picture of your nest. Email Sue: 

Check out the quick facts, 
then follow the instructions 

to build your own nest. 
Remember: think like a bird 
and only take the materials 

that you need. 

 

I wonder how birds build such beautiful nests without hands. 

Have a try at weaving your nest without using your hands 😊  
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A valuable VCE resource addressing the critically endangered Helmeted Honeyeater was recently 
finalised by the Friends Group and launched at the Environment Educators Victoria Environmental 
Science Teachers Conference in Early November. The Friends group received a grant from the 
Andrews Foundation to enable us to produce material for primary school curriculum, however in 
consulting with teachers across our networks we soon discovered there is a huge resource gap for 
upper secondary students studying Science and Environmental Science. Teachers said they had 
explored the Eastern Barred Bandicoot for a number of years and needed some new material.  
Unfortunately, there is no shortage of critically endangered species, and we could offer two to them!   
The FOHH already has an existing primary school resource on our website so we thought, let’s tackle 
this gap and provide something for the next generation of environmental conservationists who will 
continue to grapple with the ongoing issue of development and biodiversity.  
The VCE Case Study exploring whether biodiversity and development can be sustained and how we 
can support the curriculum to empower young people to wrestle with this complex issue. Published 
author and VCE Environmental Science teacher Andrew Dodson prepared the Case Study in 
alignment with the VCE guidelines for Environmental Science 2022-2026, specifically Unit 3: How can 
biodiversity and development be sustained?  
Experts from the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, along with staff and 
volunteers from the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, also contributed valuable time and effort in 
finalising this work. We hope this work will provide VCE and other Science teachers with a valuable 
resource so students can develop the knowledge and critical thinking skills to help us tackle the 
many environmental problems we face going forward. 
The Case Study is available electronically on the Friends Website at 
https://www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/get-involved/school-groups/ 
The Leadbeater’s Possum Case Study, prepared in conjunction with the Friends of Leadbeater’s 
Possum, is close to finalisation and will shortly be available on the Friends website.  
It has been a great piece of work to be 
involved with and I am thrilled with the final 
result, showing all the signs of great 
collaboration and the magic touch of 
graphic designer Adam from Dinosaurus 
bringing the document to life. We hope it will 
enable critical thinking by the next generation 
to come up with solution to the pressing 
problem of looming extinction of our unique 
species.   
By Virginia Wallace 

Faunal Emblem VCE resources   
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By Eliza Lamb 
Coordinator’s Column 
 
 
 

 
After being in my role for 9 months now, I have to say what a joy  
this year has been, and I feel so lucky and blessed to be in the environmental 

coordinator role, a position that I very much adore with the best office in the world! 
Whilst the wet weather has been ever present, we have been still able to hold several planting events 
on site. Recent plantings into the Burrungma Biik site, close to the confluence of the Woori Yallock 
and Cockatoo Creeks at Yellingbo have been undertaken by volunteer groups including Zoos 
Victoria staff, HERE Technologies, School for Student Leadership, and Yarra Junction Catholic 
School. Unfortunately, a number of sessions with other groups were cancelled as our path into the 
site was cut off by flooding! This year to date, Burringma Biik has had over 10,000 tubestock from our 
indigenous nursery put into the ground by volunteer hands. Plantings that occurred in May and June 
are starting to bounce back with growth after standing in floodwaters for a time and I’m looking 
forward to seeing this site develop and come online for future populations of Helmeted Honeyeater 
and Leadbeaters Possum. 
 

 

Dear Friends!  

 
 
 

Left: Our Berwick Lodge Ambassadors, 
wearing their Heho beanies with pride at 
Healesville Sanctuary! 
 
Right: Zoos Victoria staff have joined FoHH 
to assist planting tubestock purchased with 
the Totes for Wildlife funding through the 
sale of Tote Bags at the zoos. This was a 
great way for staff working in customer 
engagement see full circle what the Totes 
for Wildlife program can achieve.  
 
Left: The tributary at Burrungma Biik has 
been inundated this spring, causing quite 
a few event cancellations, with no other 
way to cross into the site. The small wire 
bridge we cross is under that water 
somewhere! 
 
Right: The 3.3 Hectare site underwater in 
October 2022 
 

Image: E Lamb    
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...And thank you for your ongoing support and 
contributions to conservation conversations in 2022. 

We wish you and your loved ones a safe and joyful start 
to 2023. 

It has been wonderful spending time with our Ambassador schools this year – Berwick Lodge, Chum 
Creek and Macclesfield Primary schools. A small group of students from each school have had the 
opportunity to develop their knowledge of conservation management, through exploration and 
discussion, plant propagation at the nursery (learning from the best in the business!) and planting 
habitat for threatened species. The final session at Healesville Sanctuary enabled our students to 
‘connect the dots’ of conservation for threatened species by hearing about the captive breeding 
program and wild releases from the keepers and education team. I have thoroughly enjoyed the 
discussions we’ve had together, and I know that these students will continue to act for threatened 
species and spread the word. Our young people are ever aware of the extinction crisis that face 
many Australian species. My youngest child regularly tells me about a dream he has for me - to be 
surrounded by infinite Helmeted Honeyeaters! That would be an amazing sight, though I’m not sure 
he’s fully grasped the concept of infinite! At 5 years of age, he is aware of the issues facing so many 
species, and with programs like the Ambassadors and our Kids and Conservation sessions, we can 
support young people to care for the environment, take action and be a voice for threatened species. 
Wishing you all a restful and rejuvenating summer break and best wishes for 2023 and thank you so 
much to all our members and volunteers for your ongoing dedication to the Friends and our beloved 
Helmeted Honeyeater. 
 

 
Jonathan McConchie Virginia Wallace Chris Putnam Ben Hurst Jules 
Vines Julia Longmuir 

 

  

FoHH would like to acknowledge the 
ongoing support from Yarra Ranges 
Shire for printing and distribution of 

the Heho Herald. 

If you shop at IGA, you can nominate 
FoHH on your Community Benefits 
Card and 0.5% of your shopping 

docket will be directed to us. 

Heho Supporters 
 

 

Donations are very important to us and help support the 
variety of conservation activities FoHH undertakes for our 

special bird. So our thanks go to the generosity of... 

 

Image: S Tardif 
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Contacts 
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater Office & Nursery 
Address 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139  
Post PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139 
p) 5964 8341  
e) info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au  
www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 

Committee Members 
President Alan Clayton e) president@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Vice President Gretchen Szabat 
Secretary Stephen Garth e) secretary@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Treasurer Suzanne Cox e) 
treasurer@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au General Members Robin Young, Sue Bendel, Richard Case, 
Virginia Wallace, Amy Gregorovich and Andrew Kelly 

Support roles 
Nursery Manager Michelle Faram e) plantnursery@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Environmental 
Coordinator Eliza Lamb e) environmentalcoordinator@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au DELWP 
Ornithologist Bruce Quin Seeds and Weeds Coordinator Richard Case Community Engagement 
Facilitator Sue Tardif e) friendsvolunteer1989@gmail.com Fundraising Coordinator Dorothy Scott 
e) dorothy@avonsfield.com.au Beyond Yellingbo Project Coordinator Helen Corney e) 
beyondyellingbo@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Merchandise Sue Bendel e) 
merchandise@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Newsletter Editor Melanie Treweek Dunn e) 
newsletter@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au Webmaster Stephen Garth e) 
webmaster@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 
 
 

FoHH respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People as the Traditional Custodians of the lands 
known as Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. We recognise their continuing connection to 
land, water and wildlife and pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 

Image: M Serong 


